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PREFACE 


IN THIS VdLl SU gadicfca niort ol ilur |Hiblk mcwigei and 
midiicfiiA oi tUc VtttHkm ol the United Stale* that wcfc rcicaicd 
by dbc While during the period April la-lJeccmber ji, 1945* 

Sfffiibf irolufiKt tiitrfmg the remaining year* of Preddcni Trtiman*i 
idmininrainm are ‘»n.icf pfe|wiraiion. 

Annual ^tv^rring the atlminiuraikm tif Preiideni Ri»cn* 

iK cmrc f are aI*»» C!urrcnt plan* call for the pcddicainm of 

vdlufiics c«*niaii»»{5|{ ilw puldic mcisaigc* and uaicment* of Preiideni 
Kcnncdf *ht*rtlir aln-r the hcgtnn'ing of each calcmlar year. 

Tlib tcfie* ***• I’egtin in 1957 in rtffMMiic to a reetmunendaiion of 
tlie National Hiiinfinfjl Piddkationi Onnin t M non (44 US.C, |oO* 
Aa dtenuee <«»m|^l4i»ein of the mcaMgrs and papen of the Prc»- 
dcfiM^ coeeitng il*c I’crnaJ 171119 to tSgy, wm anKiidded by fanes D. 
iU cfni dson ami pul»U%Hcd under congrcsaiofial ainbority between 1896 
and 1899 Since that time variaiti prbrafc c ompfl ationi wtn imiceh 
bni tbcrc wa* no umform, tyncsiiatic pub l kici oo conpandilt to dat 
CengiTfiiaanf or the VuM Sum Sm^umu Cum lUptm. 

Many PNsidrniial jupet* ccaild be found only in tniftww g f apind WHie 
fionie fd ea i c* or a% reported in ibe presa. Tlie W a tio n il HMofted 

thwefore f fcom 

m dky lerics in which Pitddetitkl wriiangs and unemacn M i 
| gdd ic mnirc couht he made prois^sdy avadablc* 

Tlw Cwnmifiioni rec rntmcn da t lon wn i n cofjMn i it d bi n^lmkwt 
of tlMt Aidninbiraiiec Comnkwt of die Fedcvdl Ke fd** ief Imed onder 
«HllMdofdieFciieralReinncrAn(44UJXXja^ llnConadae^ 
g|piniotti» esiddidimg the serkt end pwi fi d bt g liif dn cotfWii td 
iriof ftten^ art reprinted at page 814 at**Afi|MBndfai IX 



Preface 


CONTENT AND ARRANGEMENT 

The text of this book is based on Presidendai materials issued during 
the period April 12-Dcccmbcr 31, 1945 - A list of White House re- 
leases from which final selections were made is published at page 59* 
as “Appendix A.” 

The full text of President Truman’s news conferences is here pub- 
lished for the first time, since direct quotation of the President’s replies 
usually was not authorized. Four meetings with special groups— 
numbered in source materials as News Conferences ix, 13, 36, and 39— 
were not in fact news conferences and are not included in this volume. 

Proclamations, Executive orders, and similar documents required 
by law to be published in the Federai Register and Code of Federal 
Regulations are not repeated. Instead, they arc listed by number and 
subject under the heading “Appendix B” at page 603. 

The President is required by statute to transmit numerous reports 
to Congress. Those transmitted during the period covered by this 
volume arc listed at page 6x3 as “Appendix C,“ 

The items published in this volume are presented in chronological 
order, rather than being grouped in classes. Most needs for a classi- 
fied arrangement are met by the subject index. For example, a reader 
interested in veto messages will find diem listed in the index under 
the heading “veto messages.** 

The dates shown at the end of item headings arc White House 
release dates. In instances where the date of the document differs 
from the release date that fact is shown in brackets immediately fol- 
lowing the heading. Other editorial devices, such as text notes, foot- 
notes, and cross references, have been held to a minimum. 

Remarks or addresses were delivered in Washington, D.C^ unless 
otherwise indicated. Similarly, statements, messages, and letters were 
issued from the White House in Washington unless otherwise indicated. 
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Preface 

Original source materials, where available, have been used to pro- 
tect against substantive errors in transcription. In maintaining the 
integrity of the text, valuable assistance was furnished by Dr. Philip C. 
Brooks and Philip D, Lagerquist of the Truman Library. David D. 
Lloyd, former Adnunistrative Assistant to President Truman, assisted 
in the selection and annotation of materials. 

The planning and publication of this scries is under the direction 
of David C. Eberhaxt of the Office of die Federal Register. The editor 
of the present volume was Warren R. Reid, assisted by Mildred B. 
Berry and Dorothy M, Jacobson. Frank H. Mortimer of the Govern- 
ment Printing Office developed the typography and design. 

Wavne C. Grover 
Arckwist of the United States 


John L. Moomi 

Admimstrator of Generai Services 
October 7, 1961 
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I Statement by the President After Taking the Oath 
Office. Afrii 12, 1^5 


THE WORLD may be sure that we will proeccuic the war cm both 
fronts, east and west, with alt the vigor we possess to a sticccssfii] 
condtisioo. 


The oeih of oSfics was •dmiiiis' 
tered by Chid funice Ifsrhui P, Siooe 
•I 7:09 pjn. in the Cabinet Room at the 
While Hook. Shortly ihcfcaficr the 
PieiHleni annotinead through an a»> 
liicani that the United Nttiont Confer* 


enoc tvould be held in San Pianc*««t» tm 
April >5 aa PrtaideM RiwNmlt had 
directed. 

The foregoing ■taiafneen met rrl*»«td 
at 8:10 pm. 


a Addmt Before a Joiiu Sesiian of ihe Congren. 

April 16 k 1945 

Ur. Spitfyr.Ur. PmUtnt, Utmim Coagrtu; 

biiwitlialicaTrlMafttlMlitaiidbcfMeya«,in]rfricMl*aiidcai- 
leagueit in the CoagtcM of the United Siaici. 

Onlf jnterdar, we hid w fc« the BMnal reonim of «w bdowd 
FrwideB^ PtanUin Ddano Rooaevdt. At a dme like lU^ wonfa arc 
hadeq^ The oiM doqacM it^ would be a ictwrcM akncc. 

Yet, in thit deckhe how. when world evcMi are BMtias w n|iidly, 
ow iOcaw nyK be nynndaiioed and aaighi ghw cotiaoR to ow 

In Hh infinite wiidoaa. Aknigiity God hM Mcn fic M take 6«n w a 
pcM man who lora^ and waa bdored bjr, an lunnanity. 

No man oonld pOMUr fin the ntaacndotit void fall bf Oe pmi^ 

of dMinakhmuL NowardecancmctkcadU^bwiiaf nwoldmib 
nwit «f wwy M ca mead ond eolor. Tlw worid knows k km low a 

^Mvpic cfattHpioii 0l( joitiot tttd frcodjonio 

IhilfciMa km theme upon wiw wi wnoMaaMm Wommecmi* 
on. Owdepeeted leader netw looked bacfcwaed. He l ooked fa rw a t d 
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and moved forward. That is what he would want us tu do. I hat is 
what America mil do. 

So much blood has already been shed (or the ideals which we cherish, 
and for which Franklin Delano Roosevelt lived and died, that we dare 
not permit even a momentary pause in the hard fight for victi>ry. 

Today, the entire world is looking to America for enlightened leader- 
ship to peace and progress. Such a leadership requires vision, courage 
and tolerance. It can be provided only by a united nation deeply de- 
voted to the highest ideals. 

With great humility I call upon all Americans to help me keq> our 
nation united in defense of those ideals which have been so elcxjuenily 
proclaimed by Franklin Roosevelt. 

I want in turn to assure my fellow Americans and all of those wdio 
love peace and liberty throughout the world that ! will support and 
defend those ideals with all my strength and all my heart, Hiat is my 
duty and I shall not shirk it. 

So that there can be no possible misunderstanding, both Germany 
and Japan can be certain, beyond any shadow of a doubt, that America 
will continue the fight for freedom until no vestige of resistance remains 1 

We are deeply conscious of the fact that much hard fighting is still 
ahead of us. 

Having to pay such a heavy price to make complete victory certain, 
America will never become a party to any plan for partial victory! 

To settle for merely another temporary respite would surely jeopardize 
the future security of all the world. 

Our demand fas been, and it remefits^Unconditional Surrender! 

We will not traffic with the breakers of the peace on the temu of the 
peace. 

The responsibility for making of the peace^-and it u a very grave 
responability— must rest with the defenders of the peace. We arc not 
unconscious of the dictates of humanity. We do not wish to see unneces- 
sary or unjustified stufering. But die bws of God and of man have 
been violated and the guilty must not go unpunished. Notlung shall 
shake our determination to punish the war criming even though we 
must pursue them to the ends of the earth. 
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Ijitftng can never Ik secureil if wc permit our dangerous op- 
punctiit to plot future wart with impunity at any mountain reircal— 
hemevrr dttiani. 

In ih»* shrinking wwld, it is futile to seek safety iKhind geographical 
barriers. Real security wUl be found only in law and in justice. 

I fere m America, we have labored long and hard to achieve a social 
rartler muthy of ouu great heritage. In our time, tremendous prepress 
has l*crn mj«lc toward a really democraik way of life, Ijct me assure 
flic frifwanl Imiking pcofde of America tlial there will Ik no relaxation 
m our clhjfis to improve the lot of the common jKopIc. 

In ll*e tlti^ull days aheatl, unqueuionahly wc shall face priihlcms of 
*«*»ltj{«i«g |»f»i|ioriiom. liou^cser. with the faith of our fathers m our 
hearts, we do not fear the future. 

tin the haitleheldi, we have frequently faced overwhelming oilds— 
ami svon! At home. Americans will not Ik less resc4utel 

We shall never cease our struggle to preserve anti maintain our 
Amcfkaui way ol life. 

At this mamcsii, America, along with her brave Allies, is paying 
again a heavy price for the defense ^ our freedom. With characteristic 
energy, we are aiaiscing in the Itbcfiikm of entire naiums. Gradually, 
the fihackles of ligvcry arc being broken by the forces of freedom. 

All of m are pfiyigg lor a fpeedy victory. Every day peace is delayed 
costs a icrHhic loQ. 

The armtes of libcr«ion today are bringing lo an end Hitler's 
ghastly threat to dominate the world. Tokyo rocks under the wetgbi 
of our 

The grand strategy of the United Nations* arar has been determiiiod-- 
due In no mall meamre to the vision of our departed Commander in 
Chief. We are noar carrying out our part of t^ strategy under the 
able dtfccdon of Admiral Leahy, Gcsseral MarAalL Admiral Ring, 
General Arnold, General Etsenbower, Admiral Ntmim and General 
MacAnhiir. 

I want the cnihc world to know thm this di r ection aum and will 
remain mafkmjiii mul 

Our debt in the hcrok men a^ valiant women in the lerrice of our 
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country can never be repaid. They have earned our untlying grati- 
tude. America will never forget tlicir sacrifices. Because of these sacri- 
fices, the dawn of justice and freedom throughout t!ic worlil slowly 
casts its gleam across the horizon. 

Our forefathers came to our rugged shores in search of religious tol- 
erance, political freedom and economic op^Kirtuniiy, For those fund.i- 
mcntal rights, they risked their lives. We well know itxlay tli.it such 
rights can be preserved only by constant vigilance, the ctcrn.al price of 
liberty! 

Within an hour after I took the oath of office, I announced that the 
San Francisco Conference would proceed.* We will face the prddems 
of peace with the same courage that we have faced am! mastered rlic 
problems of war. 

In the memory of those who have made the supreme sacrifice — in the 
memory of our fallen President — are shall not fail I 

It is not enough to yearn for peace. Wc must work, and if necessary, 
fight for it. The task of creating a sound international organization ti 
complicated and difficult. Yet, without such organization, the rights 
of man on earth cannot be protected. Machinery for the just settlement 
of international differences must be found. Without such machinery, 
the entire world will have to remain an armed camp, nic world svill 
be doomed to deadly conflict, devoid of hope for real peace. 

Fortunately, people have retained hope for a durable pe.ice. Thought- 
ful people have always had faith that ultimately justice must triumph. 
Past experience surely indicates that, without justice, an enduring peace 
becomes impossible. 

In bitter despair, some people have come to believe that wars are in- 
evitable. With tragic fatalism, they insist that wars have always Ixrcn, 
of necessity, and of necessity wars always will be. To such defeatism, 
men and women of good will must not and can not yield. The outlook 
for humanity is not so hopeless. 

During the dark hours of this horrible war, entire nations were kept 
going by sometlung intangible — ^hope! When warned that abject sub- 

* Sea note to Item 1. 
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mission <Jifcrcd ihc only salvation against overwhelming power, hope 
showa! the way to victory. 

i h.*is become the secret weapon of the forces of liberation! 

Aggrciwors could not dominate the human mind. As long as hope 
remains, the spirit of man will ncaerht crushed. 

But htjjH? alone was not and is not sufScient to avert war. We must 
not only have hope but we must have faith enough to work with other 
|KacC'U)ving nations to maintain the peace. Hope was not enough to 
beat back lltc aggressors as long as the peace-loving nations w'cre unwill- 
ing to come to each other’s defense. Tlie aggressors were beaten back 
tmly when the peace-loving nations united to defend themselves. 

If wars in the future arc to be prevented the nations must be united 
in their determination to keep the peace under law. 

Nothing is more essential to the future peace of tiic world than con- 
tinued ccx^peraiiort of the nations which had to muster the force neces- 
sary to defeat the conspiracy of tlic Axis powers to dominate the 
world. 

W'hile these great states have a special responsibility to enforce the 
peace, their responsibility is based upon the obligations resting upon all 
stales, large and small, not to use force in international relations except 
in the defense of law. The responsibility of the great states is to serve 
and nut to dominate the world. 

To buUd a foundation of enduring peace we must not only work in 
harmony with our friends abroad, but we must have the united support 
of our own people. 

Even the most experienced pilot cannot bring a ship safely into 
harbor, unless he has the hill cooperation of the crew. For the benefit 

all, every individual must do his duty. 

I af^xal to every American, regardless of party, race, creed, or color, 
to support our e^orts to build a strong and lasting United Nations 
Organization, 

You, the Members of the Congress, surely know how I feel. Only 
with your help can I hope to complete one oi the greatest tasks ever 
assigned to a public servant. With Divine guidance, and your help, we 
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will find the new passage to a far better world, a kindly and friendly 
world, with just and lasting peace. 

With confidence, I am depending upon ail of you. 

To destroy greedy tyrants with dreams of woritl dtmiination, we 
cannot continue in successive generations to sacrifice our finest youth. 

In the name of human decency and civilization, a more rational 
method of deciding national differences must and will be found! 

America must assist suffering humanity back along the patli of |>cacc- 
ful progress. This will require time and tolerance. We shall nccti also 
an abiding faith in the people, the kind of faith and courage which 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt always had! 

Today, America has become one of tlic most powerful forces for gtxHl 
on earth. We must keep it so. We have achieved a world Icatlcrship 
which does not depend solely upon our military and naval migltt. 

We have learned to fight with other nations in common defense of 
our freedom. We must now learn to live with other nations for our 
mutual good. We must learn to trade more with other nations so that 
there may be — ior our mutual advantage — increased production, in- 
creased employment and better standards of living throughout the 
world. 

May we Americans all live up to our glorious heritage. 

In that way, America may well lead the world to peace and prosperity. 

At this moment, I have in my heart a prayer. As I have assumed 
my heavy duties, I humbly pray Almighty God, in the words of King 
Solomon: 

“Give therefore thy servant an understanding heart to Judge thy 
people, that I may discern between good and bad; for who is able to 
judge this thy so great a people 

I ask only to be a good and faithful servant of my Lord and my 
people. 

kote: The President spoke in the House dress was broadcast over the major radio 
chamber shortly after i pjn. The ad- networks. 
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3 Statement by the PresiUent Uj>on Signing BiU Extending 
the Lend-Lease Act. April 17, 1945 

'1*1 IIS JS the third time that the Lend-Lease Act has been extended by 
the Congress— each time by overwhelming maiorities. 

mighty instrument for victory is one of the growing monu- 
ments to the boldness, imagination and effective statesmanship of 
I*r.inklin Hooscvclt. 

At a critical lime in the history of this country, he saw the vital need 
for aiding those who were hghting against Axis aggression and oppres- 
sion all over the world. 

‘rhe wisdom and effectiveness of that vision arc lacing shown every 
iiay on il»c baltlefronts all over the world. 

On the Western European front— the British, the French, the Dutch, 
the Belgians and other Allied forces have been equipped in part with 
Irnd lcasc gum and other munitions; and, shoulder to shoulder with 
our men arc fighting thdU* way into the heart of Nazi Germany. 

In Italy— Ameiican, British, Polish, Brazilian and other Allied armed 
ffirecs are joined in a ccmimon effort to speed final victory. 

On the eastern front— the Soviet forces, aided by Icnd-lcasc supplies, 
arc striking blows which arc breaking the back of Nazi military power. 

In the Far East— the Chinese, the British, the Australians, the New 
^alanders, the Dutch and other ffghting Allies, have joined with us 
in a combined attack which is now beating at the doors of Tokyo. 

Lend-lease has been an effective instrument to help assure a complete 
United Natiom victory with the least cose in American and Allied 
lives. 

Lend-lease will be carried on until the unconditional surrender or 
complete defeat Germany and Japan. 

uartt As coacted, the Wll (Hit 0013) is Public Law 31, yjih Congress <59 
Seal. 5s). 




7 



[4] Apr. 17 Pttbiic Papers of the PreminiK 

4 The President’s News Ontfcrcncc of 
April 17, 1945 

THE pRESiDKNT. [i.) Thc first thing I %v.int f»i do to \oii i\ to rc.uj rhf 
rules. 

*‘News cnKinating from thc Pre^idem's confcrciivc^ wnh thc prcti 
will coiiiinuc tol)C divided in C3regorics alre-idy kmiwn to \ tnt, aiitl in 
keeping with thc practice of Preshiem Rooscvclt‘% nrw^ inrcimg^ with 
thc press, 

‘‘These categories are: first, ofl the record, lonfiilrntial anmnifue* 
ments which arc to be kept secret by the nc\vsjn}H-nnen .iftrnding the 
conferences and not passed on by them looui^idcr^. 

“Background— or not for attribution— inform4ti«»h whuh inav Ik: 
given to the press for its guidance ami use, the source n( uhu li cannot 
be published nor disclosed. In other words, it cannot Ik* 4iird*utrtl to 
the President, 

“News information which may be attributed to the President, when 
it is given to thc press by thc President at his ctinfcrcncr^. but which 
cannot be directly quoted. 

“Statements by the President cannot be directly tpioted. unless he 
gives special permission.” 

[2,1 Now, I have asked Mr. Early and Mr. Haiseti, Mr. I>anicl» and 
Judge Rosenman, and they have offered to stay and help me get things 
organized, for which I am very grateful. And nty staff will stand the 
training with those gentlemen. 

I have asked Mr. Connelly to be my Confuleniial Secretary. Mr. 
Rcinsch is going to help me with press anti radb affairs. 

Q. Mr. President, can you give us that full name 

THE PRESIDENT. Matthcw J. Connclly. 

Q. How do you spell it? 

THE PRESIDENT. Lcxinard Retnsch. Connclly sikIIs it the Irish way. 
[Laughter] 

Q. How does Mr. Rcinsch spell hii name } 

THE PRESIDENT. Howisthat? 

Q. Rcinsch— how docs he spell hU name ? 
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WE pEJBsioENT. R-cyi-n-c-h^ — $-c-h — there’s an S in there. I forgot 
the S. 

Q. Can we have something about where he is from ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc has been a radio executive for Governor Cox. 
Mr. Connelly has been with me all the time. Mr. Rcinsch was con- 
nected with the National Committee during the last campaign as the 
radio expert for the National Committee. So I got acquainted with 
him. And he is efficient, I will tell you that. And so is Mr. Connelly. 
So are all these other gentlemen. That is no reflection on anybody, you 
understand? [Lmghier] 

[5.] I received a communication from Mrs. Roosevelt which 1 want 
to reail to you. You will be given a mimeographed copy of it as you 
go out. This is dated April 16, 1945, 

**My dear Mr. President: 

’’There have been many thousands of letters, telegrams and cards 
sent to me and my children which have brought great comfort and 
coniobtion to all of us. This outpouring of affectionate thought has 
touched us all deeply and we wish it were possible to thank each and 
every one individually. 

’’My children and 1 feel, In view ci the fact that we are faced with 
the paper shortage and are asked not to use paper when it can be 
avoided, that all we can do is to express otsr appreciation cdlecdvely. 
We would dierefoce consider it a great favor if you would be kii^ 
encMigh to oqprcM our gratitude for us. 

’’Sincerely, Eleanor Roosevelt.** 

[4.] Now, there has been some questkni as to where 1 stand on vari- 
oiss things, paitkularly Bietton Woods. 

And 1 am for it We need an international monetary setup. And 
1 would have s up p o r t ed that proposition had I stayed in the Senate, and 
I would have done everything 1 possibly could as Vice Pjretident to help 
the Piesidem get it thseugh the Senate 

lam lor stall die way. 1 hope diat is plain enough. 

Q. Does that tnchide also the monetary fand~^bil«ation 

Tm fiMB apiT. It includes the program aa sent to the Congress by 
thePresidesit That is as {dain as lean make it 
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And I believe that's aU. 

I£ you want to ask me anything, 1 will try to answer ; and if I don’t 
know, I will tell you. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, in that same connection, would you say, just 
for the record, on reciprocal trade, has the President requested----^ 

THE ptBsmaNT. Yes. That was the ocher thing I wanted to mention. 

Q. ~about the Export-Import Bank P 

tKB PXBsiDBNT. I am foT the reciprocal trade agreements program. 
Always have been for it 1 think you will find in the record where I 
stood before, when it was up in the Senate before, and I haven't changed. 

[6.] Q. What about the Johnson Act repeal ? 

TKB PxxsiDBNT. You mean the Johnson Act now pending for repeal? 

Q. No, the Johnson Aa which prohibits loans by private individuals 
to the defaulted governments. 

THS ptxsmxNT. Well, that is a matter 1 will have to look into and 
study. I haven't given it any thought I can't answer that question at 
thisdme. I will answer it for you later. 

[7.] Q, Mr. President, arc you going ahead with the public power 
ambitions of your predecessor ? 

THXpaBsmBNT. Wherever it upoitible and necessary, I am. 

Q. Mr. President, in that connection the term of TVA Chairman 
U li enthal will be expiring in a few 

TKB ptxsmxNT. 1 am nm discussing appointments this morning of any 
sort lamr-^henitcomestometomeetthatiitiiatkici,! will meet it; 
and you will know about it 

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us how you foci about the Missouri 
Valley Authority? 

THi FXBsmBNT. I think I made a qscech tnNew Orleana endondng the 
Mis^mri Valley Amhority. I advise you to «wl that speS!^ 

[8.] Q, Ml’. Pfosident probaWy at mudh at any groups the 
of Pfosident Roosevelt is very keenly fdt by die Negroes in America, as 
they looked upon him as sort of a symbol of Justice and equal oppocw 
tumty, I wonder if you would comment on the fhiw they west 
so spedhcally interested in and Icit they knew wfacte die PTOsident 



Henry S* Truman, 1^4$ Apr. 17 [4] 

stood: on the fair employment practice, the right to vote without being 
hampcrcil by poll taxes, and ail that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Will givc you somc advicc. All you necti to do is to 
read the Senate record of one Harry S. Truman. 

[9,] Q. Mr. President, do you mind discussing a companion piece 
to the Missouri Valley Authority, about the St. Lawrence? Can you 
tell us anything about that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. ! don’t Want to discuss that this morning. 

[10.) Q. Mr. President, is there any possibility that you will go to 
the United Nations Conference at San Francisco near the end ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thcrc IS not. 

Q. Will you send a message, Mr. President, to the San Francisco 
Conference? 

THE PRESIDENT. I shall probably welcome tlic delegates by an open- 
ing statement, when they arrive for their first meeting. 

Q. Over the radio? 

THE PRESmiNT. Ycs. 

Q. Cotild you tell us, Mr. President, some of the considerations that 
led to your dedsbn not to go to San Francisco ? 

THE PEESiDENT. I havc a Competent delegation going to San Francisco 
to negotiate and represent the interests of the United States. I shall 
back them up from this desk right hcrc—[^wocJt/»f on #V]-— where I 
belong. 

[it.] Q. Do you expect to see Mr. Molotov before he goes across-—— 

THE PRESIDENT. YcS, I do. 

Q. —before he goes to San Francisco? 

THR PEEStDiNT. Yct. He is gosng to stop by and pay his respects to 
the President of the United States. He should. 

Q. When do you expect him to arrive? 

[ ix] Q. Can you tell us something about your visit with the Ameri- 
can delegation this morning? 

THR pumDONt. I have told you — I have already told you exactly what 
I said to them. 

[ 13.] Q* Mr. Preddent, will Mr. Byma go to San Francisco in any 
capacity? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Hc Will iiot. Mt. Bymcs U going l>ack to Smith 
Carolina, and when I need his advice I shall send for him. 

Q. Have you any plans for Mr. Bymci 10 lake any public olhcc? 

THE PRESIDENT. I haVC nOt. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, do you have a desire, as soon as pm«ble. to 
meet the other Allied Icadcr^-Marshal Stalin and Prime Minister 
Churchill? 

THE PRESIDENT. I should bc vcry hap4^ to meim them, and General 
Chiang Kai-shdt also. And Ckneral de Gaulle: if he wants to see me t 
will be glad to see him. 1 would like to meet all of the Allied heads of 
governments. 

Q, Have you initiated any move towards that end, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. ! haVC DOt. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, do you approve of the work of the Truman 
Committee? \ljm%hter\ 

[16.] THE pREsmENT. There was another announcement 1 wanted 
to make. It was about these press conferences. Due to the fact that 1 
have such a terrific burden to assume, I am going to have only one 
I»ess conference a week. 1 shall have one in the morning and one in 
the aftemooft-~cumabout— week about. And I shall have that press 
conference on the days in the middle of the week as soon as I think 1 
have something to say, or newt to give out; and you will be nociliecl 
in plenty of time so that you can come right down here Tuesday, 
Wednes^y, or Thursday of each week; but 1 am not setting any specific 
day nmr any specific hour, but to say that one wUI be in the morning 
and the next one will be in the afternoon. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, will Mrs. Truman have a press oonlerence? 

THE PRBSiDSNT. Beg yotiT psidon? 

Q. Will Mrs. Trumsnhsves regular press conference? 

THE PRBsiDBNT. I would rsthcT iiot snswcT that question at this time. 
Mrs. Roosevelt is having her last meeting with the ladies of die pieM 
cm Thursday, and that question will be answered at a later dam. 

[x8.] Q. Mr. Presidenc, there are published r eport s that your ad- 
ministratioa plans to lift the ban on horseraetng. Gixi you 
on that? 
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Voices: Louder-louder. 

THi PMau>EKT. Say it again, so that they can hear it. [Laughierl 
Q. There are published reports that your administration plans to lift 
the ban on hmveradng. Can you comment cm that ? 

Tm PRBSIDENT. I do not intend to lift the ban. 

[19.] Q. Mr. President, can you give us your views on the dbposal 
of synthetic rubber plants ? 

THI i>iiBSioiNT. No^ ] cannot That is not a matter for discussion 
heft. It will be disai»ed at the proper tirofc 
[m] Q. Mr. President, can you say anything about the Cabinet? 
THE numoiKr. Na Of course, 1 asked the Cabinet to remain. That 
is as much as I want to say. 

Q. Mr. President 

Q. Mr. President, what is your feeling— 

TKi vKitiDiisr. I.et this fellow have a chance back here. Yot^re in 
the front row. [Lmtghur’\ 

[at.] Q. Does that statement of yours on horseracing af^y to the 
ban on the brownout and the curfew too ? 

TMB numssNT. I think they have done a lot of good for the morale 
all over the country, and I have no intention of pushing Mr. Byrnes* 
olfiee. 

Somebody over here ? [tndicaimg mother questimer\ 

Q. Started to ask you if that appli^ after V>E Day? 

THB pnasBMDfV. l^s wait for V-£ Day to come, and 1 wiU take care 
of the si tt iation 

Now, what was your question ? I beg your pardon, the lady wants 
toaskaqaeatsoo. \Lmghter\ 

[22.] Q« Mr. Preadent, there is a story out that Stalin had readied 
an agreement widi the new Polish Government approved by the United 
States and Britaiou Qm you comment? 
im mnBSNf. I dou^ want to discusi that at this conference. 
Now, what was yo ur question? 

Q. IthasheeaadDedl,tir. [Lmghter] 

Q. Thank yon, Mr. BresideDt. 

Nonu rrcdikinr Tranan't first news White House at 10:30 am. 00 *INiaMiay« 
wm laid in hUs o0ke at the i^pril xy, 1945. 
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5 Address Broadcast to the Armed Forces. 

April ly, 1945 

To the Armed Forces of the United States throttghout the world: 

After the tragic news of iltc death of our laic Commamlcr in Chief, 
it was my duty to speak promptly to the Congress, aiul the Armctl 
Forces of the United States. 

Yesterday, I addressed the Congress, Now I s|K4k to you. 

I am especially anxious to talk to you, for I know ih.ii all of you felt 
a tremendous shock, as we did at home, when our Commander in 
Chief fell. 

All of us have lost a great leader, a far*sighictl statesman atul a real 
friend of democracy. We have lost a hard-hitting chief anti an old 
friend of the services. 

Our hearts are heavy. However, the cause which claimed Roosevelt, 
also claims us. He never faltered— nor will we ! 

I have done, as you would do in the held when the Commander falls. 
My duties and responsibilities are clear. I have assumed them, lliese 
duties will be carried on in keeping with our American tradition. 

As a veteran of the first World War, I have seen death on the battle- 
field. When I fought in France with the 35th Division. 1 saw good 
ofBcers and men fall, and be replaci^l. 

I know that this is also true of the officers and men of the other 
services, the Navy, die Marine Corps, the Coast Guard, ami the 
Merchant Marine. 

I know the strain, the mud, the misery, the utter weariness of the 
soldier in the field. And I know too his courage, hU stamina, his faith 
in his comrades, his country, and himself. 

We are depending upon each and every one of you. 

Yesterday 1 said to the Congress and I repeat it now; 

“Our debt to the heroic men and valiant women in the service of our 
country can never be repaid. They liavc earned our undying gratitude. 
America will never forget their sacrifices. Because of these sacrifices, 
the dawn of jusdee and freedom throughout the world slowly casts its 
gleam across the horizon.*" 
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At this decisive hour in history, it is very diificuli to express my feel- 
ing. W ords will not convey what is in ray heart. 

Yet, ! recall the words of Lincoln, a man who had enough eloquence 
to s|)eak for all America. To indicate ray sentiments, and to describe 
my hope for the future, may I quote the immortal words of that g^eat 
Commander in Chief: 

“With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the 
right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work 
we are in; to bind up our nation's wounds; to care for him who shall 
have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan — to do all 
which may achieve and cherish a fust and lasting peace among ourselves, 
and with all nations.** 

wort: The President spoke at 10 pjn. Radio Service and was carried over the 
from the White House. His address ma}or networks, 
was broadcast over the Armed Forces 

6 Statement by the President on the Death of Ernie Pyle. 
Aprii 18, 1945 

THE NATION » quickly saddened again by the death of Ernie Pyle. 
No man in this war has so well told the story of the American fighting 
man as Amerioui fighting men wanted it told. More than any other 
man hebecametfaetpoketmandf the ordinary American in arms doing 
so many extraordinary things. It was his genius that the mass and 
power oi our military and naval forces never obscured the men who 
made them. 

He wrote about a people in arms as people still, but a people moving 
in a determinatioo which did not need pretensions as a port power. 

Nobody knows bow many individuals in our forces and at home be 
bdped with bit writings. But all Americans understand now how 
wMy, bow wainifheaitedly, how honestly he served his country and 
his profesrion. Hte deserves the gratitude of aU his countrymen. 
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7 Statement by the President on the Senate’s Approval of 
the Water Utilization Treaty With Mexico. 

April i8, 1945 

IN VOTING its approval of the water treaty with Mexico, the Senate 
today gave unmistakable evidence that it stands hrmly in support of 
the established policy of our Government to deal with our Good Neigh- 
bors on the basis of simple iustsce, equity, friendly understanding and 
practical cooperation. By this action of the Senate, the United States 
and Mexico join hands in a constructive, bustness-ltke program to appor- 
tion between them and develop to their mutual advantage the waters 
of the rivers that are in part common to them. 

note: The trraty and tupplementary hcation the iresiv entered mo force 
protocol are io the US. SiatuU:* November 8, 194$. 

«( Large (59 Stat. 1x19). After rad- 


8 The President's News Conference of 
April 20, 1945 

THE pREsmiNT. WcU, Fvc got 8 tdcgrtm I wtU read to you. Is cve ry - 
body in? 

hfr. Early: Ye% sir. 

[z.] THE ptEsmsKr. This is dated Miami, Florida, April 19 , ad- 
dressed tome here. 

T>ear Mr. President: Some time ago^ you made an appeal— 

Voices: Little s]ower--€]owt 

Mr.Early: You will gee copies of it later. 

tHB FiBsmBMT. I wiU retd It to yott Erst. Then 1 wiU see that you 
get copies. 

[Reading, not Utertily] **Dear Mr. Preadent: you 

made an appeal to me whkh I th i nk 1 responded to at the moment 
in good spirit. Now I am going to make an appeal to you. Please let 
us have Leonard Reinsch back. When we gave our content we weie 
M sufBd^tly znindful of the tremendous ol ua in radio 

in connection with Television, Frequency Modulatioa and what not. 
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On special occasions for your personal uses his services could be availed 
of without embarrassment to us. It might not seem a patriotic imfHalse 
wliich prompts this message, and yet I am sure on reflection you will 
see It is justifled. Kindest regards, James M. Cojc.” 

And he is my friend. I think he will do anything in the world for 
me, so as to make Leonard available to me for the radio jobs that he 
has always done. Lecmard will be on call just as Jimmy Byrnes is for 
anything that I want. And I am going to comply with Governor Ck>x*s 
request. 

[ 2. ] And the reason I am calling you in to give this to you is because 
1 called in Charlie Ross last night after this happened, and Charlie 
agreed to come with me after this San Francisco Conference, on 
May 15th. 

Then Charlie and I got sentimental, and called up our old school- 
teacher in Independence last night, and 1 am afraid that there is a leak 
in lndependeiice~[f0«gAier] — and Charlie also called up his son. I 
dkln*t want you feUows to 1^ scooped on it, so that's why 1 am doing 
this. 

Q. Did you say be called hu old schoolteacher 

TKa mtnaNT. He and I called her together. She is the only school- 
teacher that is living, and so we called her up. We used to go to school 
together. I asked Mr. Pulitzer to give Charlie a years* leave, and Mr. 
Pulitzer very kindly complied with that; and I hope he won*t do the 
tame to me that has happened here. 1 hope not. He said he wouldn't. 

Q. What is the schoolteacher's name? 

Tia Piunanrr. Miss liUy Brown. MadldaBrown. We always called 
berTtUy. Mttilda--M-sht-i-l-d-a-~Br^^ We always called her Tilly. 

Q. That it at Independence? 

IMS piatiMDfr. At Independence. 

Q. How old it the^ Mr. President? 

rm muam n . Well, I don't think she wmild ol^ect to her age being 
told [Iang 4 lifr]*-biit 1 don't know. She it tooieudiere b et ween 75 

find 

Q. Wat that grade tdbool? 

•am mamma* HBgh school. She taught Charlie and me Fngliih. 
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Q. Were you in the same c!a$s? 

TOE PRESIDENT. Charlie and ! graduated in ihc same high kIiwI cUm. 

Q. What was that year, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. 1901. Do youT owfi figuring. [Laughter] Tlial 
covers everything, doesn’t it ? 

[3.] Oh, yes. I almost forgot something, lonaihan (Daniels] has 
agreed to stay vrith me. He is going to stay with me until Charlie comes. 
Does that take care of everything? I am appreciative of that. too. just 
as I am of all these things; and I am exceedingly happy to have these 
people on call when ! need them. 

Q. When arc you—when is Mr. Retnsch leaving ? 

•niE PRESIDENT. At his convenience. The telegram is specific. 

Q. Mr. Ross will come in about the 15th of May, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. 

[4.] Q. Mr. Preddent, what about the reports that LesUe Biffle wilt 
comedown here? 

THE PRESIDENT. They havc no foundation in fact. 

Q. Mr. President, — — 

THE PRESIDENT. Les is literally of much more use to me as Secretary 
to the Senate than he would be down here at the White House — much 
more use to the Senate* I don’t want to cripple the Senate by taking Lea 
Biffie away from them. 

What did you start to say ? 

Q, I started to say, tar, that means that you didn’t even ask for him 
to come down. The report is going around that you and Mr. Barkley 
were arguing over who was gcung to get Let. 

THE pRBSiDBNT. Oh, that if— no argument— [maaidfAfe ipordr)— only 
in fun. Don’t quote that, though. There was never any thought on my 
part that Biffle lx brought down here. 

Q. Nothing serious? 

THE PRSSIDSNT. No. 1 Wouldn’t say there was no kUlding— [tsMadiAfr 
«^r]—BarUey, you know, and I like to rib each other. 1 was worry- 
ing him a Uttlebit, and he was tryingto worry me. 

Q. You’d say he was a good man in almost any lob he worked? 
THE iREsioBNT. BifOe? They floo’t mike them any bettCT tluui Biffle. 
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Harry S, Truman, 79^5 

And you can quote me on that. 

Q. Mr. Ross will he the Press Secretary ? 

THE PHEstOENT. Prcss Secretary, 

Reporter: Thank you* sir. 

woTi; Prvtiilrnt Truimn't second news White House at 11:45 on Friday, 
conference wa* held in hit oifice at the April ao, 1945. 

9 Joint Statement With Allied Leaders Warning Against 
Mistreatment of Prisoners in Germany. April 23, 1945 

THE GOVERNMENTS of the United Kingdom, United States of 
America and U.SS.R., on behalf of all the United Nations at war with 
Germany, hereby issue a solemn warning to all commandants and 
guards in charge of Allied prisoners of war, internees or deported cit- 
izens of the United Nations in Germany and German occupied territory 
and to members of the Gestapo and all other persons of whatsoever 
service or rank in whoK charge Allied prisoners of war, internees or 
deported citizens have been placed, whether in battle zones, on lines of 
oommunkation or in rear areas. They declare that they will hold all 
such persons, no less than the German High Command and competent 
German military, naval and air authorities, individually responsible for 
the safety and welfare of all Allied prisoners of war, internees or de- 
ported citizens in their charge. 

Any person guilty of maltreating or allowing any Allied prisoners of 
war, intcmccs or deported dtszens to be maltreated, whether In battle 
zone, cm lines of communication, in a camp, fao8|»tal, prison or else- 
where, will be ruthlessly pursued and brought to punishment. 

They give notice that they will regard this respondbility as binding in 
all circumstances and one which cannot be transferred to any other 
authorities or individuals whatsoever. 

Morrt: This Mananeai was m ad e pdblic doos dE Gemma cierriu»y sctU ia Ger- 
•I 6 fum. The WNce House rdease maoooocrat Ihe leaflet boce hMadbooile 
aoeooipanying the lest states that Allied sigaatora ol the Prerident, PrinM MSn- 
began distributing die waming ister Churchill, and Mardud Stalin, 
k kadet fonn at 6 pin. over those par- 
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to Address to the United Nations Conference in San 
Francisco. April 25, 1945 

( Delivered from ihe While I louac hy direct wire ) 

Delegates to the United Nations Conference 
on Inteme^ond Organitsation: 

The world has experienced a revival oS an old faith in the everlasting 
moral force of justice. At no time in history has there been a mewe im* 
portant Conference, or a more necessary meeting, than ihU one in San 
Francisco, which you are opening today. 

On behalf of the American pcqple, I extend to you a mmt hearty 
welcome. 

President Roosevelt appointed an able delegation to represent the 
United States. I have complete confidence in its Chairman, Seemary 
of State Stettinius, and in his distinguished colleagues, former Sec- 
retary Cordell Hull, Senator Connally, Senator Vandenbon, Repre- 
sentative Bloom and Representative Eaton, Governor Stassen and Dean 
Gildersleeve. 

They have my ccmfidence. They have my support. 

In the name of a great bumanitarian-~one who surely is with us today 
in spirit—I earnestly appeal to each and every one of you to rise above 
personal interests, and adhere to those lofty pHndples, which bendii 
all manlfii^d i 

Franklin D. Roosevelt gave his life while tsyring to pcrpctmie these 
h^h ideals.^ This Conference owes its existence, in a large part, to the 
vision, fbresigbt, and dcterminatiofi of Franklin Roosevelt. 

Each of you can remember ocher courageous ^irbo i lw 

i^e the supieme sacrifice, serving under your flag. They gave their 
Uvea, so that exhers might live in security. They died to insure justke. 
We most work and five to guarantee pistke— for all. 

You members of this Conference are lo be the architects of the better 
world. In your hands rests our future. By your labors at this Cbnfb^ 
ensci we shaU know if fufidriiig humanity is to achieve a just and laidna 

peace. ^ 

Let us labor to achieve a peace widdi is really w o r th y of tliehr g t't f 
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sacrifice. We must make certain, by your work here, that another war 
will be impossible. 

We, who have lived through the torture and the tragedy of two world 
conflicts, must realize the magnitude of the problem before us. We do 
not need far-sighted vision to understand the trend in recent history. 
Its significance is all too clear. 

With ever-increasing brutality and destruction, modern warfare, if 
unchecked, would ultimately crush all civilization. We still have a 
choice between the alternatives: the continuation of international 
chaos—or the estabUihmcnt of a world organization for the enforce- 
ment of peace. 

It is not the purpose of this Conference to draft a treaty of peace in 
the old sense of ti^t term. It is not our assignment to settle specific 
questions of territories, boundaries, citizenship and reparations. 

This Conference will devote its energies and its labors exclusively 
to the tingle problem of setting up the essential organization to keep the 
peace. You are to write the fundamental charter. 

Our sole objective, at this decisive gathering, is to create the structure. 
We must provide the machinery, which will make future peace, not 
only possible, but certain. 

Ttw constniction of this delicate machine is far more complicated than 
drawing boundary lines on a map, or estimating fair reparations, or 
pitting reasookUe Bmits upon armaments. Your task must be 
completed first. 

We l ep r e a c n t die overwhelming majority of all mankind. We speak 
for pe<^ who have endured the most savage and devastating war ever 
inflicted upon innooent men, women and children. 

We hold a ixsweflul mandate frcmi our pec^ They believe we will 
fulfill this obligatsoii. We must prevent, if human mind, heart and 
hope can prevent it, the repetirion of the disaster tom which the entire 

world will sufler for years to oome. 

II we t h*^M pay snerdy Up service to inspiring ideals, and later do 
violence to justice, we would draw dofwn upon us the bitter 

wrath of genersfions yet unbom. 

We tm i# not oontmue to sacrifice the flower of our youth merely 
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to check madmen, those who in every age plan wurkl tiounu.nuiu. 
The sacrifices of our youth totlay must tiirtjugh yuur eiiutH. to 
the building for tomorrow of a mighty combination of nations ftnmdcd 
upon justice — on peace. 

Justice remains the greatest power on earth. 

To that tremendous power alone will we submit. 

Nine days ago, I told the Congress of the United States, aiul 1 n^w 
repeat it to you: 

“Nothing is more essential to the future peace of the worhl, than 
continued cooperation of the nations, which hat! to muster the force 
necessary to defeat the conspiracy of the axis jxiwers to liominaic the 
world. 

“While these great states have a si)ccial rcs|ionsihility to enforce the 
peace, their responsibility is based ujHin the ol^ligatitms resting ujxm all 
states, large and small, nc^ to use force in international relations, except 
in the defense of law. The responsibility of the great slates is to sen e, 
and not dominate the {)eoples of the world,’** 

None of us doubt that with Dts'inc guidance, friendly coo^ieration, 
and hard work, we shall find an adequate answer to the problem history 
has put before us. 

Realizing the scope of our task and the imperative need for success, 
we proceed with humility and determination. 

By harmonious cooperation, the United Nations repelled the on- 
slaught of the greatest aggregation of military force that was ever 
assembled in the long history of aggression. Every nation now fighting 
for freedom is giving according to its ability and opportunity. 

We fully realize today that victory in war requires a mighty united 

effort. Certainly, victory in peace calls for, and must receive, an equal 
effort. 

Man has learned long ago, that it is impossible to live unto himself. 
This same basic principle applies today to nations. We were not isolated 
during the war. We dare not now become isolated in peace. 

All will concede that in order to have good neighbors, we mui^ 
also be go<^ neighbors. That applies in every field of human endeavor. 

For lasting security, men of good-wilt must unite and organize. 
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Moreover, if our friendly poUciei should ever be considered by bclligcr* 
ent leaders as merely evidence erf weakness, the organtzatiun we csiab- 
lisli must be adequately prepared to meet any challenge. 

Differences between men, and between nations, will always remain. 
In fact, il held within reasonable limits, such disagreements are actually 
wholesome. AU progress begins with differences erf opinion and moves 
CMiward as the differences are adjusted through reason and mutual 
understanding. 

In recent years, our enetmes have clearly demonstrated the disaster 
which follows when freedom of thought is no longer lolcratctl. I loneti 
minds cannot long be regimented without protest. 

The essence of our problem here is to provide sensible machinery 
for the settlement of disputes among nations. Without this, }>cace 
cannot caist. We can no longer permit any nation, or group of nations, 
to attempt to settle their arguments with bombs and bayonets. 

If we continue to abide by such decisions, we will be forced to accept 
the fundamental concept of our enemies, namely, that **Might makes 
right.** To deny this premise, and we most certainly do deny it, we arc 
obliged to fMrovide the necessary means to refute it. Words arc not 
enough. 

We must, once and for all, reverie the order, and prove by our acts 
conclusively, that Right Has Might. 

If we do not want to die together in war, we roust leam to live to* 
gethcr in peace. 

With firm faith in our hearts, to sustain us along the hard road 10 
victory, we will find our way to a secure peace, for the ultimate benefit 
of all humanity. 

We must build a new world—a far better workl--one in which the 
eternal dignity of man is respected. 

As we are about to undertake our heavy dudes, we beseech our 
Almighty God to guide us in die building of a permanent monument 
to those who gave their lives that this moment mi^ oome. 

May He lead our steps in His own righteous path of peace. 

M 7:35 p4». The sddreM was bfoidcait over the 
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II Letter to Secretary Wailacc Reciucsiiiig a Study uf the 
Patent Laws. Aprii 26, 1945 

J Released AprU 26, 1945. Daietl April 2»', 194$ I 


My dear Mr. Secretary: 

Much has lately been said and written to sufigc't th.1i the* {uicnt 
statutes do not in ail respects serve the cnnstiintitjn.il puriwne to pminnic 
the progress of science and useful arts, am! that p.itcnts h.ivc liecn i«i»« 
used to support unlawful mono|ioIics in cntitravcntion nf the pur|*c»es 
of the anti-trust laws. 

I believe the Ck>ngrcss would welcome such assist, uuc .i\ the executive 
branch of the government miglit lie able to give in prewnting the rc'iiilts 
of a full and objective study of the oiH’r.ition and rtTcttivenccs of the 
patent laws and their relation to the pur|H»^c5 of the anti t nut law*s and 
to the post-war economy, together with specific prc»|imals for such legis- 
lation as may seem to l>c appropriate. Thus far the several tlei»aitmcnts 
of the government have made no conccricil edori to formulate a |iolicy 
upon this subject. 

Will you please undertake such siutly and suhmit to me your rc|*ort 
and recommendations respecting the legislative projHisals you think I 
should lay before the Congress. In so doing will you please consult with 
the Attorney General, the Director of Economic Stahilizalion, the Di- 
rector of the OfiBce of Scientific Research am! Development, and the 
Chairman of the National Patent Planning Commission. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Hamy S. Tkuman 


note: On April 26, 1945, a Department 
of Commerce release announced th.'it 
Secretary Wallace had invited the offi- 
cials listed in the President’s letter 10 
serve as a committee to make a full and 
objective study cf the patent system, and 
that the Director of Economic Stabili- 
aattion had consented to serve as chair* 


man. The study, completed in 1047, 
was first puhlishid in 1960, wiih minor 
revisions, as Study No. afi of ihe Sub- 
committee on Patents, Trademarks, and 
Copyrights of the Senate Committee on 
the ludkiary (Government Printing 
Office, 1960). 
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Harry S, Truman, i^s Apr. a7 I12) 

12 Statement by the President Announcing the Junction of 
Anglo-American and Soviet Forces in Germany. 

April 27. 1945 

THE ANGLO-AMERICAN armies under ihc cutninand of General 
Eisenhower have met the Soviet forces where they intended to meet— 
in the heart of Nazi Germany. The enemy has been cut in two. 

This is not the hour of final victory in Europe, but the hour draws 
near, the hour for which all the Amencan people, all the British peoples 
and all the Soviet people have toiled and prayed so long. 

The union of our arms in the heart of Ctcrmany has a meaning for 
the world which the world will not miss. It means, first, that the bsi 
faint, desperate hope of Hitler and his gangster government has been 
extinguished. The common front and the common cause of the pow- 
ers allied in this war against tyranny and inhumanity have been dem- 
onstrated in faa as they have long been demonstrated in detemiination. 
Nothing can divide or weaken the common purpoae of our veteran 
armies to pursue their victorious purpose to its final triumph in 
Germany. 

Second, the junction of our forces at this moment signalizes to our- 
selves and to tiM world that the collaboration of our nations in the cause 
of peace and heedom is an effective collaboration which can surmount 
the greatest difRculties of the noost extensive campaign in military 
history and suoce e d. Nations which can plan and fight together 
dioiilder to sho u lder in the face of such obstacles of distance and of 
language and of oommumcations as we have overcome, can live together 
and can work togedier in thecommofi labor of the organization of the 
world for peace. 

Finally, this grett triumidi of Allied arms and Allied strategy is such 
a tribiite to the ctmrsge and determination of Franklin Roosevdt as 
no wofds could ever speak, and that could be accomplished only by 
the pctiiKenoe and the courage of the fighting soldiers and sailors of 
the Alfied Nilioiii. 

Bui^ until our eiMamiet are finally subdued in Europe and in the 
PMifi^ diero mug In; no relazaticm of effort 00 the home firam in a^ 
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port of our heroic soldiers and sailors as we all kuuw ihcrc w ill In* 
pause on the battle fronts. 

notk; The Presitlcnt’s siatement wa* «• ihoujjh nlrusua! > tutrmrnu urfr 
leased at 12 noon. Sitnohaneous (al* i^twcd in jn*l ut 


13 letter to Edwin W. Pauley App anting i Inn .is the 
President’s Persona! Representative on the ReparatiDiu 
Commission. Aprii 27, 1945 

My dear Mr, Pauley: 

I hereby designate you to act as my |Kr«>n.i! rcprcH-nuui^c, svitli 
the rank of Ambassador, to represem .uui assist me m cxploruig, deveh 
oping and negotiating the formulae ami mnlunU for esaciing rcp-ira* 
tlons from the aggressor nations in the current svar. 

In this matter, you will represent me in licaling with the oilwr 
interested nations. 

At the Crimea Conference, it was agrectl that <*critwiiy wouhl l>c 
obliged to the greatest extent |X3sstble to make reparation in kind fur 
the damage caused by her to the Allied countries. It was further agreed 
that a commission would be established to consitlcr the quc»ii«»fi of the 
extent and methods for collecting such reparations. 

I wish you also to represent the United States anci me pcrstmally as 
a member of that commission. 

In all matters within your }uri$diciton you will report to me person* 
ally and directly. 

May I express my gratification at your willingnets to assume ihii 
important but arduous mission. 

Very sincerely yours, 

HaMIY S. TfcUMAM 

Nora: A statemeot by Kfr. Pauley concemiiig rrparaiitmt wa* rctrated by the 
White House on the same day. 
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Harry S, Truman, tg4$ Apr. 28 (16) 

14 Statement by the President Announcing the ApjXJintincnt 
of Dr. Isador Lubin to the Reparations Commission. 

Affrii 27, 1945 

I WISH, also, to announce tltat I have asked Dr. Isador Lubin, Com' 
iniattoner tji Lalxar Statistics, to serve with and accompany Mr. Pauley 
as his associate. 

Dr. Lubin wiU be given the personal rank of Minister. 1 am very 
grateful to Dr. Lubin for accepting this post. 


15 The President’s News Conference of 
April 27, 1945 

(Pre^detit Truman's third newt confer e n ce was not recorded and no cc^ td the 
bcdl 

(Tbe exfithd Rqmrtei's aoiei stale that he was nodhed loo hue and that he came 
in on the PieMdiM's laic svoicls. They also state that the confereiice was held abciui 
4:15 pan., and that tbe President anoounoed the ai^pointmeni of Edwin W. Pauley 
as bis Personal Representative on the Repa r ations Commission, wkh the raidt of 
Ambassador, and of Dr. Isador Lubin as an Associate, with tbe rank of Minister. ) 


16 The President*t News Conference on the Rumor of 
German Surrender. April 28, 1945 

THt ruMtmm, Wdk I was over here, as you out see, doing a little 
work, and this nunor got started. 1 had a call &oiis San Francisco, 
SLOtd tit^s tsall^s^l me. I just got in touch with Admiral 

Leahy and had him call our Headquarters Commander in Chief in 
Etiro^ and there is no foundation for the rumor. That's all I have 
to say. 

Q. May we quote you? 

THi famHtNT. Yes. 

Q. Are you going to sumd by? 
iHutaamaNr. Pm going to finish tius work. 

Nons Piis ii dtnr TiniaMai's loui^ nawt Whin Housi at so |ub. an S mii dby, 
nwiftuinfa was laid in bit oficn at the April oB, 1945. 
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17 Statement by the President 0>mtucntiin|: ihc ( Jliit e t*f 
Price Administration. May i, 1945 

I WANT TO SAY a word of deserved comincjul.uitjn fi»r .ni 
tion which has been subjected to much criticism in recent weeks. I 
refer to the OPA. Probably no otlicr government agency conics into 
such intimate contact with every citizen «!uring wartime. 

Our price control and rationing machinery enters into every home 
and affects directly the daily life of the housewife ansi fier family. 
Naturally, things must be done which displease matiy No 

businessman, no farmer, no merchant likes to lie l« 4 d how much he 
can charge for his wares. No housewife likes to !h* tukl that she may 
have only a limited supply of meat, or sugar, or canned gtwxls w ith 
which to feed her family. 

As the war proceeds toward a victorious climax, shortages l>ecomc 
more acute. The requirements of our military and nav.al forces are 
great. We must supplement the economic resources of mir flighting 
allies, such as Britain, Russia, China and France, wdm have suffered 
great devastation in this war. We must do our p.irt in helping to 
prevent anarchy, riot and pestilence in the areas lilKraictl from Axis 
domination. These requirements place a greater and greater strain 
on our resources. 

I suppose that OPA, like the rest of us, has made a few mistakes. But 
when we look at the whole record, ! think that our price control and 
stabilization program has been one of the most remarkable achieve- 
ments of this war. Had it not been for OPA ami the stabiltzation 
program we should have had run-away inflation. In other countries, 
run-away inflation has sown the seeds of tyranny and disorder. In 
this country, we have kept inflation under control. OPA has hclpetl to 
make it possible for our fighting men to come home to a stable and 
prosperous economy. 

Our price control and stabilization program could not have been 
successful without a good law and good administration. Congress 
has g^ven us a good law and I hope Congress will extend that law for 
at least another year. 
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Harry S, Truman, 79^5 May t (i8| 

OPA has been well aclministcreti by Mr. Chester Ikiwics. Its thou- 
sands of employees and hundreds of thousands of volunteer workers in 
local price and rationing boards have wwked faithfully for long hours 
denng dilBcult jobs. Many able men from business and other walks of 
life have patriotically contributed thdr services to OPA. often at disitncf 
financial sacrifice. 

Irresponsible criticism should not be permitted to break down the 
confidence of the people in an essential wartime prqjpram and a hard- 
working wartime agency. 


18 Letter to the Director, Office of War Mobilization and 
Reconversion, Concerning Key Personnel of the War 
Agencies. May 1, 1945 

Dear Fred: 

As V-E Day approaches, many of our wartime agencies will face a 
most critical personnel problem. Under the imfsact of war. these 
agencies have recruited many splendid executives from private life. 
In every grade and rank today the government is served by splendid 
personnel. These men and women have rendered fauthful, pairiocsc 
and effective service for the country in meeting the critical problems 
of war on the home hront. 

These agencies cannot afford to relax their efforts or to dislsand thdr 
trained staffs after V-E Day. We still have a tremcmlous Job ahead 
in bringing the entire war to a victorious conclusbn. Beyond that, 
we must reconvert our domestic economy to the production of peace* 
time goods and services. The tasks which Ue t^ead are no lets isn- 
pottant, no less urgent, no less vital to the future stabiUty of our free 
insdrudonf than the tasks which are behind us. 

In the months ahead, our government simply cannot afford to lose 
the services of its key permnnel Through you, I am calling upon 

to thdur posts tu^ the battle U won and 
the ship of state is safe in the harbor again. I want you to write to 
the bead of each one of our important home hront agencies and ask 
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him to canvass his key personnel, informing him of my request that 
these key workers stay on the jdb. 1 want the head of each agency, in- 
sofar as possible, to secure a pledge from these essential employees tliat 
they will not go home on V~E Day, but will stay and help to finish the 
task. When the heads of the agencies have done this, 1 should like for 
them to report to you as to their success. 

These patriotic citizens who have devoted themselves unstintingly to 
the nation's welfare in time of war have earned the lasting gratitude of 
the American people. They have helped to pay that debt which every 
citizen in the Democracy owa to his country and its institutions. But 
that debt is unpaid at least until we have finished the war and solved 
those urgent problems which war leaves in its aftermath. 1 reiterate 
with all the emphasis at my command that the nation cannot yet allow 
any man to leave his post of duty. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hawv S. Tkuman 

[The Honorable Fred M. Vinson, Director, CMSce of War Mobilixatton and 
Reconversion! 


19 Statement by the President Concerning the Termination 
of the Ofhee of Civilian Defense. Mtty 2, 1945 

THIS CHANGE does not m any respect lessen the need for volunteer 
efforts in our states and communities. State and local governments are 
fully aware of their continuing responsibilities, and I am sure that we 
can depend upon their knowledge and the patriotism of the milltons of 
volunteers to continue ihe war jobs in which the whole nation has had 
to be trained. Prelection volunteers, such as auittltary firemcfi and 
pdicemen, working with state and local governments have done a mag- 
nificent job through their defense councils in oi^;amztng to protect the 
mdon ag^t the threat of enemy action, sabotage, and other war 

^^‘vihan War Services vduntcers have likewise roidered 

valuable assistance. 

The millions of volunteer workers throughout the nation, giving 
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Harry S, Truman, t^$ May a [ao] 


freely €>f ilicir lime, have been baiic to the strength of our democracy. 
I know they vrill willingly continue to serve. Under General Haskeirs 
able direction the (KID has provided needed assbtance to the defense 
couftcih and volunteers in carrying on their important work in advanc> 


ing the war effort on the home front. 

KMvrt: Thb ttairmeni wu nude public 
at pen ol a While Houae rdeau statiog 
ihai the PretidetM had that day written 
to the Ctmgrtu announcing the forth- 
cominx trrminaikio of the Ofice of 
Citilun lltfrnie and whhdrawing iu 
p f o pate d budget for the next fiscal year. 
The relrste further staled that devdkip* 
ntem* »n the Huropran war and the effi- 


cient {^ration of community volunteer 
forces made poastble the decision that 
Federal tupervisioo of civilian defense 
was no longer needed. 

The Offiw of Civilian Defense was 
terminated by Fsecuiive OriJer 9563* 
cffcciive |une jo. 1945 <| CFg, 1940- 
1948 Comp., p. 388}. 


20 Statcinent by the President on the Surrender of German 
Forces in Italy. May 2, 1945 

THE ALLIED ARMIES in Italy have won the unconditional sur- 
render of Genmn forces on the first European soil to which, from the 
West, we carried our arms and our determination. The collapse of 
military tyranny in Italy, however, is no victory in Italy alone, but a 
part of the gen^ triimipb we are expectantly awaiting on the whole 
contsnetit of Europe. Only foUy and chaos can now deby the general 
capitulation of the everywhere defeated German armies. 

I have di ^tch e d congratulatory messages to the Allied and Ameri* 
can oficers who fed our forces to complete defeat of the Germans in 
Italy. Tbey d e s erv e our praise for the victory. We have right to be 
proud of the sucoew of our armies. 

Let fapan as well as Germany understand the meaning of these 
events. Unless diey are lost in fanaticism or determined upon suicide, 
they must the meaning of the increasing, twiftermoving 

po we r now ready for die capitu l a ti o ti or the destruction of die so> 
recendy arrogant ennnic t of m a nkind . 


3 * 



[21 ] May 2 Pubtk Papers of the Vrtudenu 

21 Messages to Allied Commanders on ihc Surrender of 
German Forces in Italy. May 2, 1945 

To Wteli Marshal Alexander: 

On this momentous occasion of the surrender of ihc Ckritun Armed 
Forces in Italy, I convey to you from the President aiul the |)co|>te of 
the United States congratulations on the signal success of the Allied 
Armies, Navies and Air Forces under your command, gained only by 
persistent heroic dibit through many months of a miMt dilBcult 
campaign. 

1 send also to you personally our appreciation of the high or%lcr of 
your leadership which conducted our Armks to their complete victory. 

Hasav S. TauMA^v 

To Generd Marl( Clar](: 

On the occasion d the final briUiaot victory of the Allied Armies in 
Italy, in imposing unconditional surtendcr upon the enemy, 1 wish 10 
convey to the American forces under your command, and to yon per- 
sonally, the appreciation and gratitude of the Pretidcsii and of the 
people of the United States. No praise is adequate for the heroic 
achievements Md nugnificent courage of every individual under your 
command during this long and trying gamp aijg n , 

Amersm is proud of die c i srnti a l contribution made by your Ameri- 
can Annies to the final Allied victory in Italy. Our tluuilu for vour 
gallant leadership and thedeadilett valor of your men. 

Hamv S. TkusiAM 


22 T[lie Presidbnt*s News of 

May 2, 1945 


‘ • «»uple of Icctcn^ whicli will 

I«.] IRcahng, not btonOy]-. "M, dev Mr. Picadcm; I hmb, 
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Harry S, Truman, 194$ May 3 (33] 

lender you my resignation as Postmaster General«' 10 become effective 
at a time that best meets with your convenience. 

**1 have in the sta^ of preparation a report of my stewardship, to- 
gether with certain suggesdcMU concerning a reorganization of the 
Postal Department. This report will be completed within thirty days. 
If agreeable to you, Mr. President, 1 would like to have the resignation 
made effective at that dmc. 

*The mantle of a great President has fallen upon you. Statesman 
and humanitariaii, Franklin D. Roosevelt had a heart which beat with 
true compasucm for all who suffered or bore heavy burdens. The Na- 
tion, so sorely bereft of his leadership, has found unity as well as strength 
aiul courage an the pledge of faith whkh you gave to all the world in 
the address to the Ckmgress an ioiot session this aftenumn. 

**Pranklin D. Roosevelt now takes his place with the great men of 
the ages. May his noble s|nrit guide and inspire you as you take up the 
Rght for the ideab in defense of which he gave all of hb strength hb 
very lif& 

**lt remains for me only to add that 1 have full confidence in your 
leadership. Alfhotigh I relinquish puMk office, I am yours to com- 
mand if ever I can be of service to you in the heavy tasks whkh lie 
ahead.** 

And this is my leply. 

[a.] It U n dmg , moi HftnUy]: **Dear Frank: I have learned In a 
very short tiim tte the President of the United States all too often 
haa to act in ways that please others and whidi are very different ffpom 
the w i s hes fegHny of fh^ President KSmijl#, F^dl rcsdiish 

tioo of this is hsoog ht home to me very forcibly by your request that 

H IP99ll||||pBHM^^ SB ^kffCSQCSHRJL 

**It goes without wying that your request is rductantly and grodgingiy 
fvani^ cff cct ivs as of the of business on June 30^ 1945. 1 must 
smiii youb he we tsr» lhst I co n f i d entl y ciqrect to tihe advantage of your 

OUCf w fCBBfll w mHB wllCnCVCr CDCfV IS IMOCI OC yOVUT SEfVICCi 111 016 

fumre* 
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“We sever only the olHcial tics between us. l*lie warm fneiulthip 
and close association whidi has been ours through many years goes on 
as before. 

“The splendid service you have rendered your Country, and your 
Government, will long be rcniembercd by a grateful people. I count 
myself one of them, and thank you for your ttatetnent of confidence 

in my Administration,” 

[3.] I am sending down to the Senate the muninaiion of Robert 
E. Hannegan, of Missouri, to be Postmaster CJeneral, ellcciive July t, 

J945* 

Q. Sending it down tomorrow, prchably ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It will go lo Mr. BifBc this afternoon, who will present 
it to the Senate tomorrow. 

[4.] I nominate Mr. David E. Lilienihal, of Wiicorutn, to be a 
member of the Boart! of Directors of the Tainessce Valley Authority, 
for the term expiring 9 years after May 18, 1915. That will go down 
at the same time as Mr. Hannegan's does, 

[5,] I issued an Executive order today, appointing Mr. Justice 
Jackson to be the representative of the United State»~I will just read 
you this, this statement which I am issuing, which you will also receive 
as you go out, in mimeographed form. 

{Reading, not literally\\ “At my request, Mr. Justice Robert M. 
Jackson, in addition to his duties as Justice of the Suptesne Court, has 
accepteti designation as Chief of Counsel for die United States in pre- 
paring and prosecuting charges of atrocities and war arimes against 
such of the leaders of the European Axis powers, and their principal 
agents and accessories, as the United States may agree with any of the 
United Nations to bring to trial before an mtematiocial military 
tribunal. 

“Ihirsuant to the Moscow Declaration of Novendier i, 1943. tdl war 
criminals, against whom there is a sufficient proof of personal partki- 
padon in specific atrocities, are to be renmu^ to the countries where 
their <^e$ were committed, to be judged and punished by ih otr 
countries themselves. These cases are not involved in this asngnment. 

“There are left, Iiowcvcr, the cases of odier war ciinitnsdt---f»ailM-' 
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ularly ihc ma)or war crtmmaU and their principal agents and accessories, 
whose odenscs have no particular geographical localization. 

*'I ho|)c and expect that an international military tribunal will soon be 
organized to try this second category of war criminals. It will be 
fustice Jackson*! responsibility to represent the United States in prepar- 
ing and presenting the case against these criminals before such military 
triburul. 

**|ustice jMltscm has assembled a staff from within the War, Navy, 
and ocher departments concerned, which has already begun work, so 
that there will be no delay cm the part of the United States. It is de»ra- 
ble that preparation begin at once, even though details of the milttary 
court are not yet determined. 

**! have iust signed an Executive order designating lustice Jackson 
to this post. He and his staff will examine the evidence already gathered 
and b^g gathered by the United Nations War Crimes Commission 
in London and by the various allied armies and ocher agencies; he will 
arrange for asseraiding the neccauary additional evidence. He will bqpn 
preparation for the trial. 

**Ic is our objective to esublish as sexm as possible an incetnational 
military tribunal; to provide a trial procedure which wilt be expeditious 
in nature and which will permit no evasiem or delay— but one which is 
in keeping with our tradition of fairness towards those accused of crime. 
Steps to carry this oitt are actively under way . 

**Arguiiieiiti in the Supreme Court lor the currem term wilt conclude 
this week, and the Oourt has ordered adjournment on May aSih. It 
is hoped that the trial of these war crimes cases will have been com- 
pleted next Odober when the Court reconvenes*^ 

I am teadyforquei d o n sl ILmgAter] 

(6.) Q. Mr. P redde n t, have the negotidioiu which the State De- 
partment lust told ns about, being carried on by the Swedish Govem- 
meiit and the Oerman Government— have diey broken down 

TfamnMOfr. leant answer that. 

(7.] Q. Mr. with lefeienoe hem to Mr. Hannqpm, yoor 

Miiilg w f if ’—Sif f Chatriiiaii? 
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THE PRESIDENT. YcS. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, when you were Vice President, a CIO dele- 
gation asked you to help in revidng the Little Steel formula. Y»u loUl 
them, somewhat firmly, that you were against upsetting any formula 
that would put us into a spiral of inflation. Can you elalx>rate on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. My position on that hasn't changed a bit. Well, after 
all, the reason for all these war agencies which have been establidicd— 
that is, price control and wage control— and agreements which we have 
had with industry and with union labor have been with the one obicct 
in view: to prevent wild inflation. 1 am }ust as strong for that now as I 
was when I was Vice President. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, we heard today that you might go up to 
address a joint session ol Congress on V-E Day. It there anything to 
that? 

THE pREStDBNT. I haven't made any program of that nature. Haven't 
had it in mind. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, have you sent a new message to Mr. Stalin 
regard^g the Polish problem ? 

THE FRBsiDBNT. No^ HOt any ncw onc. 

Q. Well, in the last — since Mr. Molotov came here, sir? 

THE FRBsiDiNT. I have hccn in communkatioii with Mr. Stalin since 
Mr. Molotov came here.* 

[n.] Q. Mr. President, do you bvor the Morgcnihau plan designed 
to use Germany as an agricultucai country? 

THE psBsiDBNT. I don't luiow anything about the Morgenthau plan. 
I haven't studied it at all, so I can't answer you. 

[za.] Q. Mr. President, did you mean to put a period at the end ol 
dxat sentence, or were you hoping for a questioii-* 

THE PRESIDENT. No, 1 wam't hoping foT t qucstiofi. 

Q. referring to yomcnmmimkatkm with Mr. Sc^ 


White HevM KrtMM AprO SS ■■nwrod 
V. M. IfhlotoT. tin CiM im a h. CtoWMO •€ PNSWa C 
ewMgu AUftlte, USSR. SnxiMg Mu ahotc step ta W« 
tk* SNHtexp or Btete haa w iiariae «lth ICa MM# 
«C Btete ter Pavalstt AShSra aC tha OateMl 
NBttaated with IIm Baja PkmaObNa tTnafaiinai TRa i 
tha PaiMa aiteoilM wasM ha mmmma hp «ha tBaw 


teat tea PvaaMaat bai Iwtcw r a Nlt aB 
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THE TEKsmENT. I had a period at the end of the sentence— intended 
to have. 

(15.) Q. Mr. President, did you have lunch totlay with the new 
Ambassador from the Argentine.^ 

TJfE i*EEsti>ENT. Ycs, 1 did. I had a very pleasant visit with him, and 
he and hU wife aie coming to call on ua tomorrow or the next ilay. 

{14.] Q. Mr. President, it may not be a part of the addenda— what- 
ever il‘i called— in connection with Justice Jackson, but there is before 
Congress — before the people — the question of war criminals who may 
evade or try to evade by escaping to neutral countries, or some other 
form. Have you anything particular to say about policy, in that rrsficct } 

THE PEEstoENT. Well, most of the neutral countries, 1 think, are on 
record as against protecting any war criminals, and 1 think wc wnll 
succeed in getting all of the rest of the neutral countries into the same 
frameof mind. At least I hope so. 

Q. Mr. President, that would be your desire ? 

THt pMsnsaNT. Yes. 

Q. Mr. Presifient, can you tdl us whether Admiral Doenita is oNfi the 
list of war criminals? 

THi raBsmaMT. No tir, 1 can’t. 

( 15.] Q. Mr. President, do you have any views on tax reductsons 
after V-£ Day? 

THE MiasiDtNT. I am discussing tax problems with the Secretary of 
the Treasury now, and I would prefer to discuss that in the press con- 
ference particularly devoted to taxes. 

(id) Q. Mr. President, this morning you made public a number 
ol cuts that you are recommending in genc^. Would you give us any 
sort of figure on how much you expect to lop off altogether? 

THE paBstocNT. No^ 1 didn’t total it. It is somewhesr in tbe neighbor- 
hood ol 7 or 8 billion.* 

Q. It is now, and 1 thought maybe there are additional cuts. 

• Qm May a Wa WMt* W wiw amwMME Umi Um Pw M S i a t haS mm *m Cmmnm 

www i it i g Cl) a Mi— O m la aaaaer— tl— faa— af aaaa Umm tt MUIaa. aaO ft) 
a Mia tfSa a at a—a tSaa IM) aiEU— la lEa l»M S ai pt aatlaMMa 1m uii/kt a—artaa 
A 0— • MM aaa aMlai ttat tha VMal— at bai tafaw aa i C a a— i— Wat OMi Oihpa at Glaittaa 
P a i aia M araaM Ea t a tart— tt4 aai tbat Ea Eai arlWAiawa tta y tasaat i E aS —i at flli IWH 
Ear lEa aaat laMl yaar. 
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THE PRESIDENT. WcU, thcfc Will bc additional cuts, but they arc still 
under consideration, and that will be done cifcums|»cctly, sn I don't 
want now to prophesy. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, is there any change in Army o|icraiion of 
Montgomery Ward contemplated ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Nonc whatcvcr. The policy on Montgomery Ward 
will be followed as it has been started. 

[x8.] Q. Mr. President, can you say anything on ymir attitude 
toward the MI employment bill of Senator Murray ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would— I am noi familiar with Senator Murray's 
full employment bill, but I am for full employment, and shall do every- 
thing in my power to create full employ incni as soon as hosttUites end 
and we start back on the civil program. 

[xp.] Q. Mr. President, in this 7 or 8 billion reduction in budget, 
has that been in any way translated into the nutnisers of civilian em- 
ployees of the Government who will be droppetl ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Thcsc are anticipated exj»ciuiii«rcs -on ship con- 
struction, and things of that sort. 

Q. It does imply, sir-— — 

THE PRESIDENT. It docs imply, of course 

Q. obvious reductions? 

THE PRESIDENT. It will imply somc reductions. Studies are being 

made to meet that situation. 

[20.] Q. The Slate £>epartment recapitulation of the peace negoti- 
ations ends on the note that the Swedish Count Bernadoite came back 
from Germany yesterday, after having delivcrcil the last message to 
Himmler and had no reply. Has there been a reply since yesterday? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thcfc ha$ not been a reply, llic release of the Slate 
Department stands just as it is, 

[21,] Q. Mr. President, would you care to comment on the death of 
Adolf Hitler reported, or Mussolini? 

THE PRESIDENT. WcH, of coursc, thc iwo principal war criminals will 
not have to come to trial ; and I am very happy they arc out of the way, 

Q. Well, docs that mean, sir, that we know officially that Hitler « 
dead? 
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niK i*iu»tt»eKT. Vcs. 

Q. Do wc know how he dicil, Mr. President ? 

THR PHRsioRWT. Nfj, we do not. 

Q. Mr. President, I didn't quite get that. Is it official? Tliis is 
confirmation that Hitler is dead ? 

TM« t*ftEsti>8NT. We have the best*— on the best authority possible to 
obtain at this time that Hiller is dead. But how he died we arc not^ — 
we are not familtar with the details as yet. 

Q. Gould you name the authority, Mr. President ? 

THE i>Etsti>ENT. I would rather not. 

Q. Mr. President, do you mean that the— you arc convinceti that 
authority you give is the best possible, but it is— but that it i« true? 

THE mEstDCNT. Yes. 

(32.] Q. Mr. President, do you care to comment at all on the situa- 
tion in Germany today; that is, would you care to make any extension 
of your remarks on the surrender of the German army in Italy ? 

THE FEESIDtNT. No, I WOUld nOt. 

Q. Mr. President, do you contemplate a radio broadcast imminently ? 

THE FEBsmaKT. No, I do not. 

Q. Mr. Presidefit, there have been repons late— later today, follow- 
ing the Italian announcement, that other groups of Germans are on the 
point of surrendering in the Dutch pockets? 

THB mstoEKT. 1 bopc that IS tTUc. 1 don't know that it is, 

[33.1 Q. Mr. Preddent, is there anything you can give us in the 
way of background, regarding last Saturday's situation and announce- 
ment? 

Tita FtisiDBNT. WhatwaslAof? [Laughter] 

Q. 1 think that was the one 

THB PEBsiDiNT. I can't givc you anything further on it, I am sorry to 
say. 

Repomr: Thank you, Mr. Prcsideiit. 

•font: Prcskknt TraoMa*s fifth news White House at 
coo fey e o ce was held io hie office at the day, May a, 1949. 


s 


39 



[23] May 3 J*uBiic Papers of the Presidents 

23 Veto of Bill Providing for the Deferment «f Addiiitmal 
Agricultural Workers. May 1945 

To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, H.J. Rci. 106, **Ta amend 
section 5(k) of the Selective Training and Service Act of 1940, ai 
amended, with respect to the deferment of registrants engaged in 
Agricultural occupations or endeavors essential to the war effort.** 

The joint resolution would amend section 5(k) of the Selective 
Training and Service Act of 1940, as amended, which provides for the 
deferment of registrants determined to be necessary to and regularly 
engaged in an agricultural occupation or endeavor essential to the war 
effort. The indicated purpose of the amendment is to cause the defer- 
ment of larger numbers of registrants engaged in agricultural 
production. 

In time of war it is the paramount obligation of every citizen to 
serve his country to the hm of his ability. Under our democratic 
system male ddzens are selected for service in the armed forces pur- 
suant to an Act of Congress which prescribes a fair and impartial 
method of selection. It is the essence ^ that act, the Selective Service 
and Training Act of 1940, that no one shall be placed in a favored 
position, and thus saf^^uauded horn the hazards of war, because of 
his economic, occupational or other status. The sole test under the 
law is whether the individual can better serve his country an the armed 
forces or in an essential activtty in support of the war efibrt. 

The Congress, when it pasxd the Selective Training and Service 
Act of 1940, wisely provided that no deferment from service in the 
armed forces should be made in die case of any individual **eicept 
upon the basis of the status of such individual, and no such dcfdrment 
shall be made d individuals by occupation groups * * This provi- 
sion is the foundatkm stone our sdecdve serviM system under which 
over xo milli on men have been s e lec ted for die oolors to the 
greatest mIHtary foece in die histoiy of this nadon. 

I do not believe that it was the read intent of Congress diat agrv 
cultural workers should be given hUnket deferment as a groups or that 
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Ojugrm mtendcd to enact legislation formulating the national policy 
that agricultural employment was more essential than any other type of 
employment, including service in the armed forces of the United States 
in the proteetbn of our country. Nevertheless, the legislation now 
passetl by the Congress and presented fc»r my approval would appear to 
have that result and to cemstitute a departure from the sound principle 
hereinbefore stated on which we have erected our military manpower 
mobilization system. It would apparently provide that, in determining 
an individual deferment, the relative essentiality of the agricultural 
occupation cannot be gauged against an industrial occupatiem or against 
military service itself. Thus in praaical effect it would single out one 
special class of our citizens, the agricultural group, and put it on a plane 
above both industrial occupation and znUitary service. 

Enactment of such a law would not only be an in|ustice to the millions 
already inducted into our armed forces and those yet to be inducted. It 
would do violence to the basic principle embodi^ in Section 5(e)(1) 
of the Selective Training and Smice Act which prohibits deferment by 
occupational groups or groups of individuals, a principle which was 
inc o rpor a ted into die present law because of the deferment scandals of 
the last war, partkolarly in shipyards. The reaoludon would also limit 
the authority now vested in die President by Section 5(1) to make final 
determination of all quesdont of ezempdon or deferment under the Act, 
and would deprive hhn of the ri^t to determine the reladve essentiality 
of the needs of agfkultiire and the armed forces. 

In my opinion no group should have any qiedal privU^es, and, 
therefore^ ! am returning ^ joint retoludon without my approval. 

HaIOT S. TkUMAN 


24 StntODQmatbf diePreddentConceitiiiiglMip^^ 
Indcpetideiioe. Mttjy 5, 1945 

I HAVE HAD aevetal ditcisssiotis with President Omadla on the sub> 
ject of independence. These diacmsioiit were started by 

Vfc ft II ri 

JTlCHOCnC mfmmCwmKu 
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As a result of the tliscussions I have iiatl with the IVrsulctit of the 
Philippines, I am preparctl to emiorsc and carry ihroujjh U» their con- 
clusion the policies laid down by President Rot»Ncvch rc'pc»,ring the 
Islands and the inde|^ndcnce of the Filipino people. 

The date of independence will he atlvancctl as stum as praeiie.iblc in 
pursuance of the policy outlined by Congress in S.f. RcMilutum 
The Filipino people whose heroic and loyal statul in this war has \son 
the affection and admiration of the American |KOple, will In* fully 
assisted by the United States in the great problem c)f rehabilitatitjn and 
reconstruction which lies ahead. 

In view of the special relationship between the United States ami 
the Philippines as created by S.J. Resolution u?, I l>eHeve that suitable 
reciprocal trade between the two countries should continue for such 
time, after independence, as may l>c necessary In prnviile the new 
Republic with a fair op|x>rtuniiy to secure its economic freedom and 
independence — ^a jjcrmanent blessing for the patriotic jH*<jplc of the 
Philippines. 

To assist me in the attainment of tltcsc obiectives and with concur- 
rence of President Osmeha, I am asking Senator Millard Tytlings, of 
Maryland, Chairman of the Filipino Rehabilitation Commission, to 
proceed to Manila as my special envoy to examine conditions there and 
report his recommendations to me. 

I have also designated the following to accomj>any Senator Tydings 
and to assist him in the accomplishment of this mission : 

Vice Adncuiral W. T. Tarrant, United States Navy ; 

Brigadier General Frank E. Lowe, United States Army ; 

Colonel Julian Baumann, United Sutes Army; 

George E. Ijams, Veterans Administration; 

E. D. Hester, Interior Department; 

J. Weldon Jones, Bureau of the Budget ; 

Ben D. Dorfman, United States Tariff Commission; 

Daniel S. Bricrlcy, United States Maritime Commission; and 

C. H. Matthicssen, Consultant, War Production Board. 

It will be my constant endeavor to he of assistance to the Philippines. 
I will be only too happy to see to it that the close friendship between 
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our two |KtJnlcs, «k'vcU)|H*ti thrttugii many years of fruitful association, 
is maintaincil ami strcngtlicnal. 

I ho|K to lie able to iuccjit ihe invitation of President Osmena to 
visit Manila at the inauguration of the Philippine Republic. 
noth: SJ, Res. is Public !aiw 580, ySih Congress ( 58 Sut. 635). 


25 Statement by the President on the Timing of the 

Announcement of the German Surrender. May 7, 1945 


! HAVK ACtRP.KD with the Lontlon and Moscow governments that I 
will make no animuncemcni w'sih reference to surrender of the enemy 
forces in Puropc or chewficrc until a simultanemis statement can be 
by the three governments. Until then, there is nothing i can or 
will say to yrni. 


noth: lain in the day a While Huum; 
rrlraK' iiairtl llwi un ihe haib of rrjioru 
rccri%rd ihc Pmidrfit "cotilidrnily cs 
ptcit to make an announrrmeni lo the 
nation bv radio ai ij o’clock tomorrow 
morning." lltc rricaic addc»i that un- 


less tinforrscen tlevelopmenta caused a 
change in plant a press conferenee 
would be railed at 8:)u aan. at which 
time the press and radio would be given 
in contidener the leal of the President’s 
radio remarks. 


26 lltc President's News 0>nfcrcncc on V-E Day. 

^ay 8, 1945 

THK nttiJUtiKKT. Well, i want to start off by reading you a little state* 
mem here. I want you to understand, at the very b^inning, that this 
press conference b held with the understanding that any and all tnfar> 
madon given you here is for release at 9 aam. this morning, eastern 
war lime. There should lx: no indication of the newt given here, or 
tpeculation alxiui it, ciilier in the press or on the radio before 9 o'clock 
this morning. 

The radio—my radio remarks, and telcgratm of congratuladon to 
the Allied military Icatlcrs, arc for release at the same dme. Mr. Daniets 
has copies of my remarks, available for you in the lobby as you go out, 
and also one or i%vo releases here. 
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[i.j Now, for your benefit, Ikcuusc you won't get a cli.iiu'c to listen 
over the radio, I am going to read you the proclumatioa, aiul the jtrinci- 
pal remarks. It won’t take but 7 minutes, so yon ncciln’i l>c uneasy. 
You ha ve plenty of time- [ Laughter } 

“This is a solemn but glorious hour. General Eisenhower informs me 
that the forces of Germany have surrendered to the United Nations. 
The flags of freedom fly all over Europe.” 

It’s celebrating my birthday, too — totlay, loo. 

Voices: Happy birthday, Mr. President ! [ Laughter | 

THE PRESIDENT. “For this victory, we join in otferiiig our thanks to the 
Providence which has guided and sustained us through the dark tiays 
of adversity. Our rejoicing is sobered aiul sul>thied by a supreme 
consciousness of the terrible price we have paid to rul the world of 
Hitler and his evil band. Let us not f*»rgct, my fellow Americans, the 
sorrow and the heartache which totlay abide in llie homes of so many 
of our neighbors — neighbors whcKC most priceless p<*sscssit»n has liecn 
rendered as a sacrifice to redeem our liberty. 

“We can repay the debt which we owe to our Gtxl, our tlead, ami 
to our children, only by work, by ceaseless ticsTiiion tti the res|wnsi« 
bilities which He ahead of us. If I coultl give you a single watchword 
for the coming months, that wort! is work, work, aiul mure work. We 
must work to finish the war. Our victory is only half over.” 

[2.] Now, we have got another little release here, which doesn’t go 
into the speech, but it informs the Japanese what they can cxjkci. We 
are going to be in a position where we can turn the greatest svar machine 
in the history of the world loose on the Japanese; and I am inft»rmed by 
the Chiefs of Staff, by the Secretary of State, and the Secretary of the 
Navy, that Japan is going to have a terrible lime from now on. Hiis 
release here, I will read it, 

“The Japanese people have felt the weight of our laml. air, and naval 
attacks. So long as their leaders and the armed forces continue the war, 
the striking power and intensity of our blows will steadily increase, anti 
will bring utter destruction to Japan’s industrial war prmluction, to its 
.shipping, and to everything that supports its military activity. 

“The longer the war lasts, the greater will be the suffering and hard- 
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ships which the people of Japan will umlcrgo— all in vain. C Hir hhjMi » 
will not cease until the Japanese military ami naval forces lay *li»wn 
their arms in uncontii/ionai surremier, 

“Just what docs the unconditional surrender of the arnml fi>rccf mean 
for the Japanese people? 

“It means the end of the war. 

“It means the termination of the influence of the military leaden who 
brought Japan to the present brink of disaster. 

“It means provision for the return of soldiers and sailors to ihcir 
families, their farms, and their jobs* 

“And it means ncH prolonging the present agony and suffering the 
Japanese in the vain hope of victory. 

“Unconditional surrender docs not mean the eaiermtnaiton or en 
slavement of the Japanese people.** 

Now, ymi will have copies ol that when you go out. 

Mr. Daniels: Mr. President, will you point out that that is m4rl(ei.l 
immediate release, but that It is for 9 o'clock ? 

THE mEsmsNT. That is fcNr 9 o'clock. It is markctl immediate release, 
but it was to be released after the proclaniaiion this morning. Put I 
thought it was so important that we released it at the same umc ; and 
while this release is marked immediate release, it wants to Ik rclcasetl 
at 9 o'clock, after the other release. 

[3.] [Continues reading his address\\ The West is free, but the 
East is still in bondage to the treacherous tyranny of the Japanese. 
When the last Japanese division has surrendered unconditionally, then 
only will our fighting job be done. 

“We must work to bind up the wounds of a suffering world— to 
build an abiding peace, a peace rooted in ittsticc and in law.** 

You remember, it has been emphasized here alt the time that we 
want a peace of justice and law. That's what we arc trying to get. at 
San Francisco— what we arc going to get— the framework for a peace 
in justice and law. We have got terrific problems facing tu. While we 
have been prepared for this thing for several days, I think ever since 
last Saturday night, if I remember correctly— (Amfilrer]— we have tiad 
ocher things to think about, besidet this formal proclamation which we 
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are issuing this morning, Wc arc facing a simaiiun that wc can either 
go the whole way and make the work! the happiest place it has ever 
been in whicli to live, or wc can go the w'rong w’ay am! s|H)il the whole 
thing. So we are thinking all the time of the problems whicli wc liavc 
to face. 

{^Continues reading his address ] : “Wc can build such a {»eace only by 
hard, toilsome, painstaking work— by understanding and working with 
our Allies in peace as wc have worked wiili them in war. 

“The job ahead is no less imptirtant, no less urgent, no less difficult 
than the task which now happily is done, 

“I call upon every American to stick to his |kjsI until the last battle 
is won. Until that day, let no man abandon his jvwt or slacken his 
ejfforts.’* 

[4.] Now, I want to read to you the formal prcxdamatton. 

“A Proclamation — ^The Allied armies, through sacrifice and devotion 
and with God’s help, have wrung from Germany a final and uncondi* 
tional surrender. The western worltl lias hecn freed of the evil forces 
which for five years and longer have imprisoned the UhIics and broken 
the lives of millions upon millions of frcc-lwrn men. They have violated 
their churches, destroyed their homes, corrupted their children, and 
murdered their loved ones. Our Armies of Lilieration have restored 
freedom to these suffering |TCoplcs, whose spirit and will the oppressors 
could never enslave. 

“Much remains to be clone. The victory won in the West must now 
be won in the East.” 

I want that emphasized time after time, iliai wc arc only half 
through. 

“The whole world must be cleansed of the evil from which half the 
world has been freed. United, the peace>loving nations have demon- 
strated in the West that their arms arc stronger by far than the might 
of dictators or the tyranny of military cliques that once called us soft 
and weak.” 

I would like to know what the Germans think about that now. 
[Laughter] 
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*‘*rhc |KJWcr o( our peoples u» slcfcml ihetnsclvca against all cnemici 
will be pmvcil in ihr Pactlic war as it lias been proved in Europe, 

"For the triumph of spirit ami of arms which we have won, and for 
its promise to jseopics everywhere who join us in the love of freedom, it 
is fitting that we, as a nauun, give thanks to Almighty God, who has 
stjrcngthencii us and given us the victory. 

"Now, therefore, I, Harry S. Truman, President of the United States 
of America, <lo hereby apj»t»int Sunday, May 13, 1945, to be a day 
of prayer." 

And it‘i cxcectiingly fining that that is Mother’s Day, too. 

"I call upon the |ite<»p!e of the United States, whatever their faith, to 
unite in offering it»yfiil thank% to (Joil for the victory we have won and 
to pray that I Ic will supjHiri us to the end of our present struggle and 
guide us into the way of peace. 

’i also call ujHm my countrymen to dedicate this day of prayer to 
the memory of fh*«c who have given their lives to make possible our 
victory, 

"In witness whereof. I have hereunto ttt my hand and caused the seal 
of the Uniretl Slates of America to be affixed" 

(5, ) And I have sent messages to Prime Minister CburcliUl, Marsbal 
Stalin, and General Kisenhowor and Gtmeral de GatiUc This is the 
message to~^o General F.isenhowcr, and I will let you read the rest of 
them from the release which will be given you. 1 want you to read 
every one of them. 

Mr. Daniels: Mr. President«~thc time is getting late, Mr. President. 

TKi mastoaNT. Til just read the one (to General Eisenhower |: 

"In recognition of the unconditional turrenden— u nc on d it ional and 
abject surrender of the Naat barbarians, please accept the fervent con- 
gratulatums and appreciation of myself, and of the American people, 
for the heroic achics cmcnis of your Allkd Army, Navy, and Air Forces. 
By their sacrifices, skill, and courage they have saved and eaalted the 
cause of freedom throughout the world. All of us ofwe you, and to 
your men of many nations, a debt beyond appraind for their high 
contribution m the conquest of Naatisiii. 
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“I send also my personal appreciation of the superb Icailersiiip shown 
by you and your commanders in directing the valiant legions of our 
own country, and of our Allies, to this historic victory. 

“Please transmit this message to the appropriate ofliccrs tjf your com- 
mand, and publish it to all Allied forces in your theaters of tipcraiion.’* 

And in the message to Marshal Stalin, we askcti him to tlo the same 
thing for the Russian commanders ami Russian troops. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Truman’s sixth news Cabinet. Mo. *l*rvu«an ami M,irg.irrt 
conference was held in his office at the Truman, hi^h 1 ‘uitcd States ami Hriiisit 
White House at 8:35 a.ra. on Tuesday, Army ami Navy otliciaiv. ami Senate 
May 8, 1945. The White House Offi- and Congrcvsiunal leaders were grtntjictl 
cial Reporter noted that members of the in chairs ,»romid ibe PreMdrnt'v desk. 


27 Broadcast to the American People Announcing the 
Surrender of Germany, May 8, 1945 

[ Delivered from the Radio Room at the White I h»usr at 9 aan. I 

THIS IS a solemn but a glorious hour. I only wish that Franklin D. 
Roosevelt had lived to witness this day. General Eisenhower informs 
me that the forces of Germany have surrendered to the UnttctI Nations. 
The flags of freedom fly over all Europe. 

For this victory, we join in offering our thanks to the Providence 
which has guided and sustained us through the dark days of adversity. 

Our rejoicing is sdbered and subdued by a supreme consciousness of 
the terrible price we have paid to rid the world of Hiller and his evil 
band. Let us not forget, my fellow Americans, the sorrow and the 
heartache which today abide in the homes of so many of our neigh- 
bors— neighbors whose most priceless possession has been rendered as 
a sacrifice to redeem our liberty. 

We can repay the debt which we owe to our Gml, to our dead and to 
our children only by work— by ceaseless devotion to the responsibilities 
which lie ahead of us. If I could give you a single watchword for the 
coming months, that word is— work, work, and more work. 

We must work to finish the war. Our victory is but half-won. The 
West is free, but the East is still in bondage to the treacherous tyranny 
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oi the Jj(»aiic9c. When ihc last Japanese division has surrendered un- 
condiiionally. then only wtU our hghting job be done, 

V\ e must work to bind up the wounds of a suffering world — to build 
an abttltng peace, a peace rooted in justice and in law. We can build 
such a peace miy by hard, toilsome, painstaking work—by understand- 
ing and working with our allies in peace as we have in war. 

The iob ahead is no less important, no less urgent, no less difficult 
than the task which now happily is done. 

1 call upon every American to stick to his post until the last battle is 
won. Until that day, let no man abandon his post or slacken his efforts. 

And now. I want to read to you my formal proclamation of this 
occasion: 

"A Procl^iion— The Allied armks, through sacrifice and devotion 
and with God • hdp^ have wrung from Germany a final ami uncondt- 
ftonal surrender. The western world has been freed of the evil forces 
which for five years and longer have impriscwied the bodies and broken 
the lives of miilioiit upon millions of free-born men. They have vio. 
bfed their churches, destroyed their homes, corrupted their children, 
and murdered their loved ones. Our Armies of Lffieration have restewed 
freedom to these sufiering peoples, whose tfnrit and will the of^pressors 
could never enslave. 

**Much remains to be done. The victory won in the Wert must now 
he won in the Eait The whole world must be cleansed of the evil 
from which hall the world has been freed. United, the peace-loving 
nations have dem onst r ated in the West that their arms are stronger by 
far than the m tg hi of the dictators or the tyranny of military 
ihac once called waoll and weak. The power of our peoples to defend 
ihcmadvci agatmt aUenemiei will be proved in the Fhcific war as it has 
been proved in Bnrope* 

^Por the tr imin i h of qnrit and of arms which we have won, and for 
its pfomiae lo the p eepi ca everywhere who join ua in the love of 

we, as a nation, give thanks to Almighty God, 
who has atiei^ g ht ne d m and given US the victory. 

*Tdow, tho^haK, ], Harry S. Truman, President of the Unit^ 
of Amcrka, do herdiy igipoint Sunday, May 13, to be a day of 
prayer. 
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“I call upon the people of the United States, whatever their faith, to 
unite in offering joyful thanks to Got! for the vkiory we have won, ami 
to pray that He will support us to the end of uiir present •'irugglc ami 
guide us into the ways of peace. 

“I also call upon my countrymen to dctiicatc this tlay of pra\er to the 
memory of those who have given their lives to make JH 1 ^^ihIe t>ur v icttiry, 

“In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand ami caused the 
seal of the United States of America to bcalfixcd.” 


28 Statement by the President Calling for Unctindithmal 
Surrender of Japan. May 8, 1945 

NAZI GERMANY has been ticfcaicd. 

The Japanese people have felt the wcigiit of our lami, air .niti nav.nl 
attacks. So long as their leaders and the armed forces conttmte the 
war the striking power and intensity of our blows will steadily in- 
crease and will bring utter destruction to Japan's itulu^trtal war pro- 
duction, to its shipping, and to everything tliat supjxjris its military 
activity. 

The longer the war lasts, the greater will lx: the suffering and hard- 
ships which the people of Japan will undergo— all in vain. Our blows 
will not cease until the Japanese military ami naval hirccs lay down 
their arms in unconditional surrender,. 

Just what does the unconditional surrender of the armed forces mean 
for the Japanese people? 

It means the end of the war. 

It means the termination of the influence of the military leaders who 
have brought Japan to the present brink of disaster. 

It means provision for the return of soldiers and sailors to ihcir 
families, their farms, their jobs. 

It means not prolonging the present agony and suffering of the Jajv 
anese in the vain hope of victory. 

Unconditional surrender docs not mean the extermination or cn 
slavcmcnt of the Japanese people. 
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29 Mcwagcs 10 Allied Leaders and in General Kisenhower on 
ihc Surrender of Germany. May 8, 1945 

To prime Minister CharrhiU: 

With the unconditkmat surrender of all the armies of Naaudom and 
the literal ion of the oj^resKd people of Europe from the evils of Isar* 
tsarism, t wish to express to you, and through ycHi to Ertiain's heroic 
Army, Navy and Air Ptmres, our congranilaitons on their achievements. 
The Ckfvcmment of the United States is deeply appreciative of the 
spicnditl contribution of all the British Empire forces and of the British 
people to this magnificent victory. With warm affection, we hail our 
comradevin-arms across the Atlantic. 

Hamv S. TansiAN 

T o Mart hoi Statin: 

Now that the Nari armies of aggression have l>cen forced by the 
cortfdinaicd edonsol Soviet' Anglo- American farces to an unconditional 
surrendet, t wish to express to you and through you to your heroic 
Army the apprcdaiion and congratulations of the United States Gov- 
ernment on its splendid contrilnition to the cause of civiltxation and 
liberty. 

Vou have demofistrated in all your campaigns what if is possible to 
accomplish when a free people under superlative leadership and with 
unfailing courage rise against the forces of barbarssm* 

Haixy S. TnvHAM 

To Gentrai Euam k am e r: 

In rccognitioii of the unconditional and abiect surrender of the Nazi 
barbarians, please accept the fervent congratulatioiu and appreciation 
of myself and of the American people for the heroic achievements of 
your Allied Army, Navy and Air Forces. By their sacrifices, skill and 
courage they have saved and exalted the cause of freedom throughout 
the world. All of us owe to you and to your men of many nations a 
debt beyond appraiml for ihctr high contribution to the conquest of 
Naxitsm. 

I send also my penonal appreciation of the superb Icadenblp shown 
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by you and your commanders in directing iJic valUni legions cd ou 
own country and of cair allies to this histork victory. 

Please transmit this message to the appro|»riaic ufTKcrt of ymir com 
mand and publish it to all allied forces in your theaters of o{>eralior 

HAaav S. TauMAN 

To Generd de Gadie: 

The Nazi forces of barbarian aggrcaiion hairing now been driven inti 
an unconditional surrender by our allied armies, this is an appropriat 
time to send through you Amcrka't congratulatkms to the |«co|>lc a 
Prance on their permanent Uberatioa from the oppression they havi 
endured with high courage for so long. 

I wish also to send to you this expression of our appreciaitoit of ih 
contribution made by valiant soldiers of PraiKe to our Allied vkior) 

HaaaY S. TauMAN 


30 Statement by the Prestdeni Upon Signing Bill Kxtemling 
the Selective Training and S^ce Act ti 1940. 

May 9, 1945 

I ^ reluctantly givuig my approval to this IcgislaikMi. 1 do not wttl 
this approval to be interpreted as ezprearirig my concurrence in See 
don 2 the Bill, whkh places added ratrietkMis on tbe W«r ii mI Nav] 
Deportment in their management of the fighting forces. I rign tbt 
legisladononly because the immediate ctteniion of tbe Selective Servkt 
Act is of compelling necesrity in tbe condnuaiKe of military operation 

against Japan. 


motb: As enacted, dw UU 

SdoctSve Trskung and Service Act ef 


1940 b Public Law 54, 791I1 Coagnai 

<59 Stai. 166). 


31 The Prerident's News Coofeieiioe cl 

15* 1945 

xim pusiDmiT. I am very sure that (dbe fiurat *hSii || you air principaO] 
sntarestedInisthefireepressinGersiiafiiy. 1 would like to mad a Ikdi 
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$latctnttil hcfCy and if you want to ask me some questions about it, I 
will try to answer them. 

Q. Will you read slowly, Mr. President ? 

Tilt rtsstoaNT. I will read it very slowly. 

|i.| **General Eisenhower has advi^ me that he has issued no 
policy or order dealing with the importation of publications into Ger- 
many. llic General has expressed the personal opinion that a free press 
ami a free Bow erf information and ideas should prevail in Germany 
in a manner consistent with military security. 

**Gaseral Eisenhower has empharized, however, that there can be 
no restoration of a free German press in Germany until the elimination 
of Nazi and mi lit a ri st influence has been completed. We arc not 
going to lose the peace by giving license to racialist Pan-Germans, 
Nazis and militarists, so that they can misuse democratic rights in 
order 10 attack Democracy as Hider did.** 

Now 1 agree with Genoral Eisenhower on that. 

And if you want to ask me some questions, why Are away. 

Q. Mr. Prerident, is that any reversal of the position taken last 
week by - -’ - 

THa pMsiDiirT. Yes, it is. 

THE fUMumr. Yeiy h is. Mr. Davis was in £urop<^ in conf arence 
with SHA£P on the lower level, and Mr. Davis thought he had reached 
a policy with than on this. After that was released, 1 got in touch 
wkh Gen e ra l * » ' hiinsrif. and be informed nut of iust what 1 

told yon. Mr. Davis acted in good hath. Mr. Davis thoii^ he was 
oudininf the policy which had been agreed on. Apparently, from 
General E i sen h owe r ^s ststement, there had been no policy agreed on, 
and it has not yet been agreed on. But as you see. General Eisenhower 
it for a free press hi Germany, when the time arrives to give it to them. 

Mr. Davis was acting in faith, be sure and get that. 

Q* M fi fppak<f »g of die nulitary shnatioci, as men- 

tkisied In dm st aton e nr , have you decided what our position is goipg to 

be on the handffing of die f3er nfl ia n gencrsdl staflP, and die mihtanst 
Influenees In Oemnay? 
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THE l»itEStDENT. No, I havcfl’l* Tt«l ii in the KaiuU %4 Mr |4« 

Mr. Justice Jackson, I should say. 

[3.1 Q. Mr. President, at your ftrsi pm* conlcrcmc you ijittl ymi 
would give us your views on the repeal oi the A^i. 

THE pREStDEKT. On that repeal, I will rratl ytm a Mairtsscni ol Pre^- 
dent Romevclt’s as to why it » oecessarY. il you like. 

'‘At present, our foreign investment program*— “ ihi* 1* dirrei cpaoir* 
from the statement issued by President Rowtcvclt - 

**At present our foreign investment program* are tmt»r%lcil by krgi** 
lation which restricts loans to tboic counirK* wlmh are m tiefaitli tm 
loam arising out of the First World War. For liorh ibe Inter naifonal 
Bank and the Exportdmport Bank to o|ieraic efin lively, a* well a* 
to achieve an adequate 11^ of private invcsisneni, it 1 % evwnttal ibai 
these restrictions be removed.** 

That is just as true as it can be. I never wa* lor the fnhnom Act 
in the hrst place. 

Q. Mr. President, is that his Message 10 Congre**— 

THE PEBsmENT. I thiiik ihi*— let s icr— yes, in the Budget Mrviage to 
Congress of January 3, t945*~’iust the rttmt Budget Message, the one 
which we are in now. 

[4.] Q. Do you {dan any early meeting with enher Prime Mifistier 
C^urchiii and/or Marshal Stalin? 

THE PtuiDBKT. WcU, Mr. Edoi was to to ICC oic ycsfcvday its ducum 
that question and our hope that there will be a potwftdlhy for tlie ilirtrc 
of ut to meet and diacust the coming peace program around the table. 
Ican*t«ya«^dxH«thedate,orhowsooX Itdefwnd. 

on btisinest right here. As you know, I am a very busy penors. 

Q* Mr. Pttaidcni, is it possible that General *le Gaulle migbi he 
included in this meeting? 

TKEPwtsroaNT. TV Big ThieewiU have tlw meeting. 

Q. It ^ any pomifailtty that may be at San Prancssen, before tbe 
present thing bteaks up? 

THB paasiMier. No, there itn*t any poisibiliiy of its bcsiw at San 
Franaaco. ^ 

Q. Did you say the Big Three will have the mcciing? In oibcr 
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S, Tfmmmm, 19^5 

WfirtK f Iwf r wtll he « filming ^ h't }u«c ilic 

TUI* I Iki|ic to. I «fit fioi Mying there will be a meeting. 

I *m Mytng I lio|icil>crc urtil bconc. 

Q. Mr. IVcsiikfii, I am not trying to pin you elown on the lime 
elctttcfu. but are |<ni toohingifimii in icrmtofroon? 

Tfia Well, it won't be in the my tliifani future. It won't 

be immoltaicly. (tiMigA/er) 

(^•1 Q- Mr. Frewtieni, can you tell m yet when you will hate your 
prew coolcrence on lase»^ 

m* rtaatmaiT. N*\ I can't. We are ttill working on iImi. and we 
will hate one my diortiy. 

Q. thil ytai lee Senator Cieorge'i tiairment ihit morning^ 

fii* raaMorief. Yrt* I taw Senator Ckorgc't MaimKni- 'noc thtt 
morning* t taw the enher the other day-- 1 didn't tee ilie one ihit 
marning. 

Q. Me wat loreiccing a S'yr**r fdaii lor gradual retluctwm of latct 
until they roached the prewar Icvd. 

tfia maMMir?. WcU, I want 11 chttmcily umlcrttood that there can 
he no rcductaon in laaca tinitl the war it om. t want that thoroughly 
undcrtwiml. There b no pcMaible way to reduce taxci until this war 
It om . and we Mitl hate a war to win in the Facihe. So you can talk 
ahoui tales all ymt want hut we haire got to meet ohUgaiiom to 
make the Umiml Siaicatif Amcrka good, and you can only make them 
good hy titaii a n . And every man in ihb country b a |wnncr in the 
Oommnem of the Unbed States. There are H miihon individual 
hondhedders in the Unbftl StaMcs« and they miM be protected; and in 
ankrf to proiecf them* you have got to coUm the money It) iiMittty ifioit 
hondt gmat And that hai to he done by taxes. And you can do ti 
no other way. 

Ihtwt thii anmrcr your question? [Lmtgkter] 

|4| Q. Mr. PircaMenh there b a report ihai you were about 10 ihakc 
up the Vfferini A dminb truion, and that pan of the ihakeup will be 
to appouu Fennell Champ Clarlu Do you plan mch a ihakeup? 

ynt nmtmnrr. 1 can>»l didn> hear the question— 1 am not plan* 
nmga thakeuyybui Idain*! know what bwaa about. 
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Q. V'ctcrans AcIminisiratkNn. 

THE PRESI0ENT. No, I am DOC plarniing any immoluic Utakcup in 
the Veterans Administration. The Veterans Adminiaraitoti. ol cemrse, 
will have to be expanded to meet the siliialion whieb we will (ace a% 
soon as the soldiers return in large numbcnL Ami tlie Veict am Admin 
istratton, of course, will have 10 be put on a basis 10 meci this suuaiton. 
just as it was put on a basis to meet the situaiton alicr the First Worhl 
War. That will be dime. 1 don*i think it ncccKsitaies any sertmn 
shakeup. 

Q. You said you did not see any tmmedutte shakeup ^ 

THE nLeslDE^rT. That*! what I meant. 

Q. Can we quote that word immtduat? 

THE PEESioEHT. No. I Wish you wouldn't, for this reason. Iic«ausc I 
don’t want it to appear in any way that I have any intention of immcsit 
ately discharging anybody. I am trying to get this '*isscs»‘* to oprvate. 
and I want you to be as lenient with me as you possibly can. The Vet- 
erans Administration will he modemixed; let t put it that %vay. That 
should be done as soon as possible, but t can't do it tmmcduicly. 

Q. The second part of my question, Mr. Fresitlrni. was, do you m- 
tend to appoint Bomett Champ Clark^ 

THE mSIDKHT. I do flOC. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, is it true that you are going to tend Dr. R 
G. Sprout of the Unhrerstty of CaUlbmia to Moscow on a misasion^ 

THE PEEtskEHT. Ycs. He » goiitg wsili Mf. Pauky. I want to «ay 

to you, since you brought that subject tifs that I ilu^ the Anew 
layout here on this reparations thin g that has ever bccsi gotten together. 

It is headed by Mr. Pauley and Dr. Ltihin, and we have Dr. Sfsroiil 

Q. What’s that Ant name, sir? 

Mr. Daniels: Pauley. 

Q. I mean Sprout 

THE PEBtnmrr. Robert Gordon. And here it a fellow chat must he 
descended from a Ctvtt War veteran. Hit name is ftibal R. PErten. 
[LrmgAur] 

Q. Steve Earlyl 

Q. Steve’s reladvet 
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ffft imtAa«.vT. )u)xi| Kaily. at >tHi rcmcmlKf . j l^ngAitr] 

Q. WUal It Foficn itcMitg lo tlo ? 

r$a mMatmHj. He u tmJtaiirul advttcr. I am gcniig 10 gt«« you aU 
I thmk iberc i a rckatc for you on ihU, Uit 1 will read the last 
arntcncectf that rtlcatc: * 

*The niefi choten for this vital munion should inspire the confidence 
of all Americans, lliry arc eminently qualihed to do the fob.** 

And I helieirr iKai. with everything that b in iiie. 

And N*i as fine a Um at 1 ever taw. I don't know what we arc going 
to «lo for eipent he the |icace confereiKc, if Pauley takes them all. 

I A.| Q. Mr. PmoiUmi, can you tell us what further steps arc planned 
in the anthracite strike ? 

TNt mmumm* Whatever steps arc necessary to get coal out. Coal b 
what we wsni. and coal b what we art going to have. 

Repoffcr: Thank you. Mr. Pressdent. 

uors; fniiiiiai Truman** •nttmih oi the Whhe tkmMr M lo yo aon. mi 
asMPi csnfeeMce wai hrhi in hu often Tueniiart May is* itMIS* 

31 StMement bf the Proideiii on Gcnnan Rcrpanittons. 

*5t *945 

A FAJE and workable actikmcni of reparations poses some of the moit 
ifiiiniif p mhkm t of the entire poit>war adiosnncfii. These qtieftkios 
am cl ose ly tt late d to the task of insuring a laststig peace. For that rca> 
dbc ffghi a ns w en wtU be vital to the sertarby of America and the 

mPOTolla 

I penonatty concur in thegcncial viewof ouroomtAdectivcsattharodl 
hf Aflibonaikf Pkuley and Dr. Lubin. Absohitt iBsurinoe a g rimt 
Ckiman or lipaiicse feafmainciit*--<vcr agi ^ co m e s ifst with ns. 

t hcMmc^ farther, that our allies are of one mind wMi os on dds point, 
and that widi such a hssk agreement, the way Witt be dear lor a \m 
amd Bipdfihf* of German rcpaiwt i on i lepan t i o n s *in kind** 



97 



[32! May 15 Pmhiw Papett pf tke p 9 €t*demt$ 

which will |iro\'Hic the maxinium al rcKabtlifaftan ami 
overrun territory. 

The men choten for tius viiat mititon d bou M ifii%|ii«rr iKe 
all Amcrtcatis, Tbc^arecfiitfiaidyqualilMUtotio 

Ncm: At the lime this i m emem wm «rl«««rdi Mt «ni4 t» 

made ptiblic the WKiic HoiMe aim fe^ id ilWnn §«» 

leated a lut of mrmbm of the nsA 


33 Statement by the PrcsiiJeni F«4li»w»ng a I Hh 

Fordgn Minister Bidauti FrarKc A/-rv i*>4s 


THE PRESIDENT had the pkanuarc imlair of (nmucr^MHK m 
F rench Foreign Mtnisicr. M. Bidauli, it|)cm h»« arm at it*m% Sa 
cisco and of discuaniig with him a numhrt of cd | 

interest to France and the Untied Siama. 

^ *Fhe President took the oocanoo at the ouiact to cmj*eem ihr g 
tion of the entire American Delegaikm at Satt Framtwo Im %t I 
coop^tton and bclpfulnat and for the tinpoafaitf and c«m 
contribution of the French Oeltgatkm to the woeh c«f the €:«n 
The President made it abundantly dear ibai tbc Am*€tu^n 
the American Govemmem rcaliic tbai tbc Frmcb naiwm bat c 
wim renewed strength and vigor from ibe cataattofilie wbacb n 

• • tiH**".***”^®'***^^ itsdeterminaiMm and na abdsiy m 

Its ngbtful and cmiiicni place am o n g the nattom whseb mil d 

fargest me^ of lesponiibUity in maimaimim the future 1 
Eun^ and the world. * 


He exprened ^ dean w mm General de Gmlle md a 
*r* "**" eppetemioB bjr die UnimI Srair. <km,n 

die which Prance emitd and alwnld pla« m ihc miln 

que«io.i.rfw«MMrfEiira|»ni»mm. 

their requunciucnis of cenain CMcndal load ktam in ntihr n 
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itKfcAinl fts I he ttlicratrU cuunlrict of inclucling 

Ffoocc* Mrl>cfc ihry *fc t» ufgmily fK^nl. Alto ihc Ckjvcrnfncni of 
iHr Ufuictl StUMd Hat uken ciiraofUifiary measures, clcs|*itc American 
shofiaftrs el rMcfUtal «t{>plk« and shs^>in|u arranjlc {viortties (or 
Frmclt ftroniffsncni hkIi suppUcs and lo provide dit|t})ing for ibeir 
iran«|m«iaisart m France. The pee^ and (imrrnimrnt of the United 
Males will ecmnniac lo lalie tueb measurea as will be wiibin ibeir jiower 
lo (oitbiate ibe re co ve ry of France andof ber people. 

*Ihc Fresalmi conlirmetl to M. Bklauli ibU (kwernmcniS complete 
wilbngtwt* lo reluwpsisb lo France a |iari of ibe AmetKan acme of 
cKc in i krtnany. t>ctaits bare already lieen conveyed informally 
to i}»r FfcrKb Itovcrnmeni and are now in ibe procest of liemg 
fciem dired. 

1W Ffew»lrof empbatned ibat we arc fa«.cd wiib a tiill strong and 
deadly enevny to ibe Far East to whcMC defeat the total resouren »jf ibi* 
emtoifir. Uab tn manpower and material, are pledged. I te imlicaced 
that uatb awaoame as France and our other Alltet may bring to that 
•cnigidr and whkb may be synebrontaed with operations already 
planned or timlcrway. wtll be welcomed. 

The dtwuMion was on the moii friendly and cordial plane and 
adofded the Fna i d e j» a wel com e opporttintiy to emphastxe the bonds 
0^1 nt^s^Fmkl intts^^itsit Itts^nsre^jn two couniiies. 


fUmgfflu Before ihc Coogresi on l^ctetuing the hfcdal of 
llonor loScffetni fake W. Lindsey. M^y 3i, 1945 

A#r. 5pnc4rv. JIfr. Memhert 0/ tht Coofrrrr; 

Wc are aiwcinh l ed here today 10 confer the Nadon's higliesi decora* 
lion on a yoonf American soldier. It 10 happens that Technical Ser* 
gram falic W. Urnlacy of Loccdale. Misatsinpiii, is the one htindrcdih 
Ifdamryiiuui to receive the Medal of Honor in this war for bravery 
abesve and b ry o od the call to duty. Through him. we pay a grateful 
Naiion*s tfimie 10 the courage of all our fighting men. 

The himiry of ddt war b hUed with coumlcm acta of valor by our 
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soldiers and sailors and marine* under tire. 1 Ik**c t* w tit il»c MrtUI 
of Honor have dUpbyed ihc highcti quaUiy i.€juf jgr. 

Wc have heard in the dtation whal Sergeant lamitcy tU« in- 
spiring deeds on the battlefield require no further pra#*e Irttm any 
man. l‘hcy stand— with the deed* of the other* on whom ihw decora- 
tion has been conferred— in the finest iradiiion of AmcTKan hcrotsm. 

This Medal, to repeat, U given for gaUaniry at the r*»k oi We AryW 
the colt to dmt\\ No oficcr ordered Sergeant lamlsey lo uaml atone 
against a company of the enemy. No o^er ordered biro when 
wounded to engage eight Germans in haml in-hand itunhai. Thow 
decisions came from his own heart. They were a d**h oi the noUliiy 
which wc like to think is a part of every American, llwf wnr the 
unselfish valor which can trium|di over lerrilde whl*. IWy nctc the 
very essence of victory. 

Since the h^inning of this war, aj| Medal* of ffonew have been 
awarded to memben of the Armed Forceik Of ihctr, iha have gone 
to the Army, 33 to the Navy, 37 to die Marine Corpa, and one to the 
Coast Guard. One hundred of the men 10 dccoeaied have been In- 
fantrymen, and of them 90 died in performing the am for which they 
were 

It teems fitting that in this symbolic cer e m ony wc thcpitid honor an 
infantryman. There is little glamor in hti icrvtce. He face* not only 
the enemy before him, big the cold and the heat, the rain and the *now. 
the dust and the mild, which so often makes hit We laisefahlr. These 
things be endures, and rises above them 10 mch deeds m t§tem wc cele- 
brate today. 

This M a proud and moving omnioo Iw every Amerka^ li fnllom 

the complete victory of our Allkd Poiecs over a p ow e rf u l csiemy in 
Europ^ 

Before the bMtIe tgaiiw Itpui i, waa. wc iImU bwc «iM, flMfl lO 

honoe—men whose d e eds, like tboie wc celebrat e today, will have 
brought closer our tncviiable victory. 

1 1 ^ that every mm and womm Worn ^Mcm today wIB 
thank God that wc have piodtaced suck am as tl^ Wlik thdr high 
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coufagc at an tn»|»tration. wc cannui fatl in the U«k we have wt for 
aUf«(Kr%. 

If »« wtih graiiftitlc ami prkic that ai ProHlcni ol the I’niicil State*, 
ami m the name oi iHe Congroa, I have preaenieel ilm Medial erf I lonor 
to *rcthnical Sergeant lake W. Umlaey. 


35 Ixficr tti Heads of War Agcnckri on ihc lictjnontic 

Siltialion in the Liberated Countries «f Northwest Kuro|K. 
32, 1^5 
Piw — — ' 

Imlge Roienman** tefwn erf which yuu have a cofjy lia* pmnicd out 
the eairrmely tenoua economic liiuaiion in the liberaietl countries erf 
Nofthweai Europe. The report confirm* in strong term* the need for 
action on ilw part of this Government. 

In brief the ttport points out the fcrflowtng : 

(1) A dangcfously low kvel of nutrition cJtMts generally in these 
lib^ated countries cieepi in the rural, fooil raising area*. The pro- 
duction of coal is not meeting even minimum rc«|uiremcnts. The 
means of internal tmitportaikm hy rail, canal and highway have suf- 
fered ftdmandaUy from loocmg ^ What are left have 

been largely devoted to Allied nsUttary use. Ptorts have suffered e*- 
mnaive thunige from boiidaim and demolition. Manufacfunng has 
been psunlyicd by de«niction or damage, lack of raw materials, and 
ifiidequaic pliM maifiteiiancc. 

<3) The needs of the liberated countries of Norihwesi Europe are 
g rave— no t only from a humanitarian point of view, hut also because 
they nccesmrily involve many internal and international poUtkal con- 
dderadon*. To a great eateni the future permancni peace of Europe 

depemb upem the f^eaikm Iff the 

tric% in f h t*WM g a reasonable standard of living and employment. 
Uiritcd f fw* econo m y, too» wID be dae|ffy affected urdeai diese areas 
again lemaie their place in the intematiotial eichisige of goods and 

services. A chaotic and hungry Europe tt nm fMk ground in which 
stable^ democraik and friendly governments can he reared. 
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Harry S. Truman, 1^4^ May 23 [37] 

kote : Attorney General Biddle served dated May 21, 1945, was released with 
from September 5, 1941, through the President’s reply. 

June 30, 1945. His letter of resignation. 


37 Letter Accepting Resignation o£ Frances Perkins as 
Secretary of Labor. May 23, 1945 
Dear Frances: 

I accept your resignation as Secretary of Labor with great regret and 
with deep appreciation for all of the untiring service which you have 
rendered to our country. 

During your administration unsurpassed progress in position, influ- 
ence and prestige has been made by American organized labor. 

During this period, such far reaching legislation as the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, the National Labor Relations Act, and the Social Se- 
curity Act have been enacted — carrying out the social philosophy you 
have so often expressed. 

The rights of labor as a parmer in the system of private enterprise in 
the United States have been more firmly established than ever before. 
There has been created a cooperative relationship between industry and 
labor in the United States which has been largely instrumental in turn- 
ing out the weapons of war — ^weapons which brought about the uncon- 
ditional surrender of the Axis powers in Europe, and will inevitably 
bring the same defeat to the Japanese. 

You have certainly carried out the principle of the basic act creating 
your office — “to promote the welfare of the wage earners of the United 
States”. 

I am grateful to you for the leadership and energy and hard work 
which you have shown in this difficult and important field of human 
relations during the past twelve years. 

I should like to make your resignation eflFective July i, 1945. 

With kindest personal regards. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

note: Secretary Perkins served from 
March 4, 1933, through June 30, 1945. 

Her letter of resignation, dated May 21, 

esasi — 61 


1945, was released with the President’s 
reply. 
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38 Letter Accepting ResignalUm of Claude R Wukanl a^ 
Secretary of Agriculture. May 23. i *>45 

Dear Claude: 

With great personal regret I am acccpctng >*m»# rcugttuiiuii at Sec- 
retary of Agriculture to lake effect on the ap|»oinimcni ami qualilicaiton 
of your successor. 

You have served mewre than four years in that oflke. During that 
time the agricultural output of the United States reached unprece- 
dented levels. Under your administration the farmers of the nation 
have performed miracles irf production of foods and fil»res which ditl 
so much to win the war in Europe and to place us cm the rojwl to vtciory 
In the Paeihe. 

It is a record from which, 1 am sure, you must derive much salts 
faction and pride. 

On behalf of our Government, I desire to thank you for your pairioik 
and devoted service. 

I also wish to thank you for consenting to remain in govemmcni as 
the Adminiftrator of the Rural Electrihcaiion Administraiion. The 
work of this agency means much for the comfort and dBctefiey of our 
rural dwellers. 1 am delighted that it will be in the hands of one who 
has so competently and tirelessly worked for their welfare. 

As problems arise in the held of agrkuliure. t expect 10 call upon 
you for advice and assistance. 

Very ancerely yours, 

Haaiv S. TktisaaM 

hots: Secietaiy Wickard served hmm Afvil 17, 1945. wnm releawd wWi iKr 
September 5. 1940, throuili lime 29. Pmidesii't reply. 

I5H5. His tetter d lengnadoo, dated 

39 Letter Accepting Reagnation of Marvin tones as War 
Food Administrator. Mtty 33, 1945 

Dear Marmn: 

In view of your desire expressed to me last month m return to your 
place on the Court of Claims, I regretfully accept your rcaignaiion, I 
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Hdfry S. Trmmutn. May 2 \ [40] 

timU-f *iam) iKai ibc Oiirl Jutticc rtf ihr taiurt 11 fHiW anxi<Hi« ihai you 
rr lUilMtal work at «t>on at (lottibir. 

t^f mr ctf«rc«t my own af^pvtciafkin, and alto ihc lhankt ol the 
|ir«i44r ai the Untied Slain for ibe hanl. cofwcicniMJU* ami cfficicnl 
wuf k you have done at War Food Adminitiraior. 

li «k a« a ntmi dtihculi aMtgnmcfil. The needs of our armctl forces, 
at tMK Aitm, and at otar own civilian popubiion catted for ihc highesi 
degree of c o myct c i K C in fnod prtaluciion, fnarugetncni and ditfrilxtlion. 

|i it III the rvetlaiftng cmlii of ihc War Footl Adminttiration ihat even 
alirr Mtp| 4 ytng the gmi demartdt made upon tit from att over the 
wofkl. ihe Amencan profde at a whrdc not only did mil go hungry 
liui atfually mioyetl a hctirr diet than in the tbyt ltcff»rc the war. 
if •• an ace omp lt t h mc ni of which you can he very prmid. 

W*nh hm wiihn lor coniinued tuccett aiul happinevt in your work. 

Very dncertly ymirv, 

Haaav S. TatTMan 

M>.f» Sth ttM «mad at War rmd rrMfoaitiiii. daiad May as, 194^. «^*t 
AdfMAMfM §nm fiMic sA 1941. rtkatad with the FrntdwM t #*|ily. 
ihrtMgh Iwaa |w !»«§• It» how 

4a The Prciidetil*f Newt Conkfmee of 

ai. »945 

TNt iwtamrr. Evcfyhody hete? 

(i.f Wdh I inw me Ckhioet diaAgct i wanted 10 icU ycM aim 
Mr. Ilhliilc't ffdgnarinn has been acccfucd, and Tom dark of Tcaaa 
wdltw a pp oi n t e d in biipince at Attorney General 

Q, Ol#*#dt" no £? 

f 9 fa feamier. Tom C Clark, no E. 

I wm rmd yon the Ern paragraph of the 1 ^ I wrote 10 Mr. Kddle. 

It tayi, *Tn ice qi liHg your rengnation, I dedre m caprcit my appreda- 
fj fftt id ibe p iH ir^oh ? aervioci which you have rendered to your counery 
durini ilw war, and during the dayi when we were preparing for the 

^Tnd in dbe l«t p m gmp i h **1 hope you wOl Imvc continiicd bAPpi- 
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ness anti success in your fumre work. anJ } irmi Uwi I iiwy base iHc 
privilege of consulting you in ihe future when cjceasion arues, 

I am accepting the resignation of Miss l*cfkim at Jictrciary of I«abar, 
and am appointing Judge Lewis E. SchwellenKsch of Wadtingicm to 
be Secretary of tabor. Miss Pferkim wrote me a vcrir firtc Iciirr, arul 
I wrote her a good one. You will receive copict of if. 

Mr. Wickard'i resignation is iKing ac<e|»iwl, an*l he s* l*eing ap 
pointed REA Administrator; and Congrestman C hnfMii I*. Aitdef **»n «f 
New Mexico is being appointed Secretary of AgfKtiliure. 

Q. Clinton B, Anderson f 

TtiE paEsiOENT. Clinton /*. Anderson. 

Q. D. sir? 

THE pRESiOENT. /*. Andcfson, Congressman from New Mcxkcs. t le 
has been Chairman of the War Foml Ctcimimiice in fl»c llm»«r «4 
Representatives. 

Q. Arc all these effective immediately- — 

Tilt PttestDENT. No— — 

Q. effective immediately, or |une |oih ? 

THE PEEstOENT. the bsi of the fiical year. ITiew are all rffeclive 

on June 30, except Mr. Wickanl’t. I fit lakn cifeei a« wxifi a» )>c «> 
conErroed as REA Adnunistrator. 

Z have the resignation of Marvin Jones as War FcmoJ Admifiitfraim. 
and I would like to read you the last two paragra|>h« of Mr. Jonr»** 
letter and conunent on it. 

“While the war was being fought on both fronts, ihrrc was conskL 
erable logic in having an independcxii War Food Adsnsnitfration. It 
has worked well In each of the war yean there has been an ositsfand 
ing record of production. There has been complete 
between the Secretary of AgrioiltureafKl myself. 

“Now, however, t^ victory in Europe has been achieved, t forf that 
the work of the Department and the War Food-and War Food could 

wcU be carried on by the Secretary of Agrkulfuie. probaWf sviih 
what less expenditure of funds.** 

Now Judge Jones is goii^t hack to the Court on June joili, 

aid whm he goes back and reUnqublies the Ottce of War Food Admin- 
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Hmry S. Trmmtm, 494$ May 2% (40) 

I caiarcf to nuke ilic Secretary of Agriculture War Fcaxl 
Admimtirator. 

An«l I ihtnk ilial*« abmit all, unte«i you have got toiiic questions to 
ask me. [ljmghief\ 

Q. i might aiycliai is pretty good. 

Q. Mr. Ihesidctit, the — Oinion Anderson has beers — made two or 

three good report s 

Tits mtaioerrr. I think so. 

Q. luvc |ioy iheni, and have they 

Tftf rMsumm, Yea. 

Q. --»>~lcdymiioanycomidcraiiononyourparf? 
rt«t ratatoisrr. it didn't. I ha«l him in mind More I read hit 
ie|Kirts, hm hii reports helped. 

Q. Mr. fVeatdesu, did Mr. Morgentliau offer ht« resignation this 
ifsiTfung^ 

tsra rmaawisrr. No^ he did not. and if he ha«l, I wouldn't accept it. 
O. Mr. l*rtshlefii«doyoucomemptaie---~> 

Q. WhowMihM^ 

Q. Wc thdn'i hear that. 

VYta ptmmmm, Morgemhau. 

Q. What srai the reply, Mr. Pretideni? 

tsta feoHmurr. He did not oder his resignation, and if he had, I 

wmiiifi I Ha 

Q. Sir, do you eomcmplaie any change in the State Departnscfit f 
Tiit amaMirf • idoiioc. 

Q. Mr. , were any of the rcsignationi requested by you? 

TStt patamMT. They were not. I have the resignation of every mcni- 
her of the C me nMa c n i who raa reaign since I have been Preddeni! 
ILfttfAwrl I can accept them or not as Ichooae. 

|i.| Q. Mr. Plmideni, would you clarify, please, the future stanit 
of Rusala under IcniMcase, now that the war in Europe b over? 

vsci nammm, Th^-d don't care to dbcuas diat. I think I c over e d 
b very ihotoiqihlyM the s tatetne m that wat blued.* 
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Q. It left open one question, and that i» wlwiihcr t»f ikk Hmtta 1* 
getting any Icnd-lcase now? 

THB pwwmENT. Russia i* gelling the lend’ lease iKal sHe lias cnnifaeleil 

to receive during the month ot May. 

Q. How about, «r, when the protocol empires ai ihe cm! td func ? 

THi pmsnuurT. Well, Icl’i wait and ice what n iiecc%»aiy lo he ilone 
at that time, then we will take care o( it in a way which we ihmk will 
be all right for the peace of the wceld. 

Q. When did cancellation of onlcn begin on lend leasc 10 Ruwia » 

THt PtlsiDENT. The cancellation of Icnd lcaw began at toon at the 
war ceased. It was not a cancellation, it wat a rradfutfitKni liccauM: 
of the new conditions as they came about due to ihc coilapte of l»<i 
many. The whole thing has to be gone if«o completely ami ihoroughly 
for ^1 the nations, and t think U would be hamlktl in a way that the 
country and the world will be helped by it. 

Q. Have you any csiiiiiatcs of the ainoimi of unngt resulting Irom 
the readiustment ? 

TKi pEBstOEsrr. Noi I have not, because 1 don*i know }Ufi how much 
of a readiustment has taken place at the preseni time. 

Q. Mr. Presideiit, under the bw can Icnd-leasc equipmem he smt 
to Russia, or to any country, when it is noc engaged in the war agpintf 
fapan? 

TKt nuttnuNT. Yet, it can. When it bat been allo c a te d to Rimmi 
by protocol and treaty, we have to carry out our committoentm. 

[3.] Q. Mr. Prctkienc, now that the war in Eitropc is over, has any 
armngeniem hccQ inade hw early release of the Italian arnihftke icnis^ 

tta nuttiDs»iT. 1 know nothing about it. 

M Q. Mr. Pyeaident, have you— can you inkmm us at all, on ihb 
status of German war prisoners, as to when they will cease being pris- 
oners? Have you any plant— 

THE mSDUNT. No^ 1 CtoY. 

Q. — -to make any statement on It? 

tw* naMomm, Ntv I can^ 1 can*t do anytbbqi about that unifl we 
have an cw abl ii hed government in Germany. 

Q. IlMtiaightheferagenengion. 

m 



Hmry S, May 14 [41] 

tn* mtiMamjcf, WcJl, your guc%% i» os good a$ mine. [Laughier] 

( ^ 1 Q. Mr. Prrudcni, a couple of weeks a|^ you told o» you knew 
Mulct was (lead, but you woukln'l give us very much detail about it. 
Can ycAi gitc us any now ? 

n«a rntaiMMT. Yci, t think I can tell you why 1 thought Hiilcnr was 
ilratl. Htminkr had told our Minister in Sweden* through the — I think 
IVtfice Hetnadoiic td Sweden— that kliilcr had hod a stroke and that 
l*c w^suldn'l hate but 14 hours to live. Ami 1 understood that when- 
ever Himmler naid anybody had fust 34 hours to live, that's alxiui all— 
(rrisNoWiv 0/ mUrme tmtmdiide]. That’s what 1 bawd my state- 
ment CMI. 

Q. What— does it still hold true ? Is iliai the way you think he died— 
when he died? 

nil mftMMirr. I don't know a thing abcHii his death more than you 
do— only what I have seen in the papers. 

lUponct: Thank you, Mr. Preddent. 

iMif St PiaaidkM Tnwiiia's ebthth iwws Wbiw Mentw at 4 pan. on Wcdnndsy. 
Bwaipwww was hM la hh aftet at dw May s), lyaf- 

41 Special Mesnge to the Congreat cm the Organization of 
t^ Eaeciiliye Branch. Mey 34, 1945 

The OoatgNM has rep c Medl y mantfesced interest in an orderly trami* 
tson from war m peace. It has Icgidaicd ezscoatvdy on the suHcct, 
wicli foroill^ht aad odsdoBEL 

1 wiab 10 dnnr dM at te nti on of the Congrtts to one aspea of chat 
tranticion for wkddi adequate provision has not as yet been niade; I 
wafariotkaeo n y ci donof the Eaecutivc Branch of the Government. 

immedtelf aher the dedaratson of war the Congress, in Tide 1 of 
dw l%ac War Bowers Act, 1941, empowered dm Ptcsklenc to make 
aacenarf a#naMacs in the orgamaaisao of the Executive Branch with 
impact 10 those mitcers which relate to the conduct of the premnt war. 
This aBthadqr hm been cm em ciy vahiablein iivdiering the proscco- 
dan of the mar. If is difteuk to coneehc how the cxecudve agencies 
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could have been kept conunoouily aininnl lo il»e nctd» ol the war wtil». 
out IcgtslaHon of thU type. 

The First War Powers Act aipiroi by its own terns* *w moniht afier 
the termination of the present war. l^fHhnit that time, 1 iiUr I will be 
of very substantial further value in enabling the Pfrn*leni to make mkH 
additional temporary improvements in the organiaaiton ol the Ckwrer n- 
ment as are currently required for the more eHeenve conduct of the 
war. 

However, further IcgisUlive artion b requbed in the near fuiwre, be- 
cause the First War Powers Act b temporary, and becauw. a* matters 
now stand, every step taken under Tuk I will automat icatly revert, 
upon the termination of the Title, to the pre-csbnng statu*. 

Such automatic reversion b not workable, t iHmk that the f lungress 
has recognized that fact, particularly in certain {irenrisbms of secfion toi 
of the War MabtUzadon and lUconversion Act ol 1944. In some 
instances it wdl be necessary to delay reversion beyond the period now 
(xovided by law, or to stay it permanenily. In ocher inaarKcs it wdl 
be neceuary to modify actions heretofore taken under l*iilr 1 and m 
continue the resulting arrangement beyond the date ol capiraiian ol the 
Title. Automatic reversion wall result in the rocsiahiblimens ol mme 
agencies that should not be reoiabliihed. Some adiustmenis ol a 
permanent character need to be made, as czemptified by the oirreni 
proposal before the CcN^presi with respect to the wdMisdiary corpora* 
tions of the Reconstruction Finance Corporaitofi. Some Unproveisienis 
heretofore made in theGovemsoeiit imdW the First War PU m rs Ad, at 
exemplified by the reorganisation of the Army tinder Rzcdtim Order 
No. 9083, should not be allowed to revert automadeally or at an 
inopportune time. 

1 bdieve it is realized by everyo n e i n view of the very large msmber 
of matters involved and the espedsdon required in thetr ditpoistkin*- 

that the problems I have m en t io n e d sHM not he met tarirf^torayunleia 
the piovidcs for tbm akxii the general lines i^^ 

message. 

Quite aside from the d i i p od t io n of the war organisation of the Oov* 

Cdunent, other adiuttaimti need mbe made currendy and 
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,S. VrHm<tn, t^$ May 24 (41) 

in iJbc Ctmrfn«K:»t f my cx|*cricnc«: in ihc lonn- 
||rcai« whI itftu a rr^uw of the ]Mrrttncn( tlcvek^mcnu for a fsericHl of 
fnny fcari ihat rtjM-nrncc, I know ii to Iw a fioiilivc fact 

lliai* bf ••hI Ufgr. ?l»f ianiun deal ciTreitvely with numerous 

cwyi ni— I tn nal |»ft 4 »Utn» on 40 indnidiul item baut. 'ITw Congres- 
tiasiaJ Record i» ffj>Kfc uuh r%}*fc%UMiu of membert erf the Congrcsi* 
llMeiiiacrlvc% i« ilu* cffrui. Vet a $% imperative tlut thevc malfcrt be 
tlealf willi c»otinu*niiU if die (*«ocromcot aructure i* to be rea«onably 
wicldy ind maojitcaMr, and l-e ict|«ooM\c to proper threction by the 
CSongfcM an»l ihf i'lfOilcnt »-.o txhalf «rf the peo}4c irf ihit country. 
The qucMtuo m on-- sl>4S f:*<i l«» the adetluacy ami elfccfivenevs 

of OltrOowrrnment at 40 iaitfumrol of tlertUKracy. 

Sttitarf rfe rediapn^ of thotc p4r(« irf the lixecuttve Hranch trf the 
Genrcrfimcnt wlmh rr%|uor a from time to lime is necessary ami de> 
lirdbie from every *4 %kw. A well urganixed Exceutive ilranch 
will he more efh«trni tiMn 4 {««»rlv urganued one. it will help maten* 
alty in making ttvaiugeabie the Cknrernmcni erf ibis great naikm. A 
my fsTnlciccvt^i Imvc urged the fGongrrss to lake steps to 
mnlur the iUccutnc bramh nuiNre buMiursS'like and cAcicni. I we l come 
and urge the em»|irrai»on erf Camgress to the end that these objectives 
iBoy be attained. 

E af Cfknce lias demonsi rate*) dial tf sulMtanttal progress u to be made 
in these regards, it must lie done through action iniiiaicd or taken hy 
the PlrcaidcfU. lire mulr« arhtcvrd umlcr ilte Economy Act (193a). as 
aoaeiidcdL the Reorgantraiion Act erf 1910. and llile t of the Pint War 
Po w ers Act, 1941. icutly to the value erf ^vddential inttiacivc ui thii 
field, 

OoggrcMSonal critic t«m« arc heard, not infrcciticfiily* oonceming de- 
firimrlni in the Exeiuinc Ilranch erf tlie f kwcrnmeni. t should be less 
than tnak if I faded to {wunt out that the Congress cannot conshtenily 
f id -—*** auch criiicismi arul at the same time deny the iAtsndcnt the 
mOMtef itsocrvingihecaucrc at the rcKM crffuchcrkkssms. 

AoBOntini^yt 1 ask the Congress to enact kgtdatioo which will make 
It gOMble 10 do what we all know needs to be done continMously and 
CggtWously with res{«ct to improving the organisaiioo of the Eaecis* 


.. « 
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rive Brandi of the GovermncfH, In onlrr iImi ihr |»tir|*mc* wUh U I 
have in mind may be underttood. the lolloMring (cjiimo ate nigge^ird ; 

(a) the legisbtion should be generally simiUr fo ihr Reorgamr-iiion 
Act of 1939, and part a of Tide I of ihai Act *houkl be uiilueetl miaet. 

(b) the It^slaiion should be of pcrmancni dufaiton, (c ) no agrmy of 
the Exccuiive Branch should be racmpteil from ibe •co|*c of ibe Urgi%bi‘ 
tion* and (d) the legislation should be fufficirnily l»r«»»<l an*! rtraible to 
permit d any form of organbaiional a*l|utimcni. Urge or small, for 
which necessity may arise. 

It is scarcely necessary to poini out that umlct the foregtung arrange' 
merit (a) necessary action is facilitated bccauic miiuiitre 1* | 4 acr«l in 
the hands of the President, and (b) necessary conirot w reserve*! to the 
Congress since it may, by simple maioniy vmc of ibe two tImtM's, 
nullify my action of the fhrestdeni which does nor meet wmh ns ap- 
proval. I think, further, that the Congress recognises that panic uUr 
arrangement as its own creation, evolved within the C^ongress mn of 
vigorous efforts and debate extending over a period of tsvo years and 
culminaring in the enactment of the Rcorgantxaiton Act of 1919, 
Therefore, bearing in mind what the funtie dctnands of all of css. I 
earnestly ask the Congress to maa kgblation along the foregoing Itnci 
without delay. 

Hmuiv S. TattMAir 

42 Special Message to the Congress on Ufiem|doymefit 
Compensation. May aS, 1945 

To tAe Congress of she VmSeiStmes: 

The Congress and the Executive Branch of the Gmtemmem Kave 
aheady moved to prepue the ooumry for the tiiftnilt c co not n lc adfiMi- 
ments which the Nation will face during the traiukion from war 10 

I. The Congress has created the Oficc of War Mnhiliiatk m and 
Beconverakm to coordinate the r eco o v er skm acdviiks of all Metal 
agencies, and diat Office has es tablished hade l e o o ovcfs i o n polktea . 
a. %>eciEc laws have been en a cted hy the Congress setting forth dte 
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Hmry S, Truman, i^$ May 38 (43] 

ami faroviding admtiuiiraitvc machinery for coniract icf* 
mtnaiion. | 4 afii clearance, hnanctal aid to huuneiit, ami the ditpotiikm 
of aorflut fwoperty. 

Our military and cinlian agencies have prepared themselves to 
eapndtie tmltyMrtal reconve rs ion and reemployment. 

4. At part of an over'all program for returning veterans the GI Bill 
of Rights provides **rradiuttmeni allowances,** weekly cash benefits 
to veter ans unisl they arc able to obtain iobs. 

%. Camgresa has permitted busincsi to carry back postwar losses 
agatnst eacesa profiti las payments during the reconversion |>ertod. 

6. Congfeia has established support prices for agricultural products 
tn that fansien will be protected against a postwar collapse of incsmsc. 

There remaiiiSt however, 1 maicMr gap in our rcccmversinn let^tram: 
the Lack of adequMe benefits for wtirkers temporarily unemployed dur« 
ing the transidoii brom war to peace. I urge the Congress to close 
tbit gap. 

t am conBdent that, with appropriate measures, we can avoid large- 
scale and Icfiilhy ttncmploymcnt during the transtiton period. How- 
ever, some temporary unemploymcni is unavoidable, particularly when 
tottd densobthstattott be^otnes possible* Even if reconversion proceeds 
rapidly, no amm i nr of planning cam make iobs immedtaiely avm^bic for 
All q t i y iA C tti |icftoiiiin» wc mtut provtdc niAXiiiiiiiii tccufwy to tfio w ? 
who have g ifc n 10 fuUy of themselves on the fighting and productioo 
fronts. The tramion hom war to peace is part and parcel of the war 
and we canaoi shirk our obligation to those temporarily unemployed 
ihrough no imk of their owni. 

To p rod u ce tshac is needed for the Pactfk war, we must a|q>cal co 
the worhers 10 aco^ and remain in fobs which they ulctmaidy mtac 
lose when iirr*******“ production ceases. The Government bat thus 
io c aitr e d a amnl oblii^rion to these workers and to those who have 
aiuck fatdMIy to their posts in the past. 

To lui&ll obhiahon, we must rdy prindpatty upon our eststing 
ifSKm of tmcmploymefit imurancc. H o w e v er, the csiating State lasvs 
oadtfacat h im m a l ofdcfecta; 

i. Only shorn fo aaillion of our 43 iniQioo iiQi»4igriculcurmi srarken 
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are procectcU by uncmpioytiiem tmtiraiKc. ‘Mk alMcmr **/ 
for Folcaral Government cinployec*-^n Navy Vantt, 4/ inuU ami < kjv 
ernment offices — is particularly inequitable, time tlictc worbert arc •tib' 
ject to risks of unemployment siniit^ 10 the rttkt of iHcmc %vIio work for 
private employers. Lai^ of protcctioci for employcn m small r«ial>- 
liahments and for maritime workers also eonsitititrt a srriotit short 
coming in the present programs. 

a. The weekly bcnehi payments provklol umlcr mans «*f iltr State 
laws arc inadequate to maintain fHirehating |*owcr an*! to prm nlr a 
reasonable measure of economic scsuniy for the Mrorkers. Mmt .States 
fix a maximum rate of $15 to SiS a week. Tin, 1, dear ly ma,lc|iMtc 
to protect unemployed workers against ruthless cuts in living siandaf ds. 

particularly if they have himilies. 

3 « The length of time for which benefiia are (sshI is too short. In 
ne^y one-third of the States, no worker can receive more than 16 weeks 

of benefits in any year, and many workers do not qualify even for this 
length of lime. 


Therefor^ I recommend •pecificillr ilui OmRm. t4lw rmeraencT 
acimn lo widen the coverase of uncmplo)rmcni earopenuiMn and lo 
mcr^ ihe amouni and duration of benefii.-« |»u the duration 
of the p^t emer^ period of fcconmuon. HaucaU. thb can he 

aceompliihed only by amending the SoeiaJ SecuritT An » aa to induce 

StMe Uwt to pmi^ more adequately for anyone who u uncmploycid. 
T^be sure, the ^ haw large lurni in the Unemploymeni Tnin 

B" »"« dianget of State lawa cannot be ertccled owniighl. 

Congn*. 'luring tb» emergency period. 

^n^arorker^andotWuwkeranotnowimurcd. Moroowr.lfec 
no feasible wy to make benefiit payable to wch woekcrx the* 
are financed raiirdy by the Federal Goremnem during ikpmm 
The benefita ifaould appropriately be admimn^T^ 

auFFtemnuarT 

nmuhudTZ*; 

rate ami duninm of unemployima, benefiii. Emy 
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wtirkrr ^hiniM hr cniillcd 10 26 weeks of benefits in any one year, if 
his uiicmphninen! cuniimies that long. Tlte maximum payment, at 
least inr the worker who has depemients, shouUI be raised from present 
Irst U to nut less than $25 {>cr week. In this connection, Camgress will 
no doubt wivh to reexamine the readjust ment allowance provisions of 
the <;! bill of Rigiits. .'Ml payments sluniUl he inatlc tlirough the exist- 
ing uncniplu^mmi coin|»ensathiti in.u hiiuTy of the several States, just 
as payments tu veterans arc now made. 

Idicsc prusisitms arc essential for the onicriy reconversion of our 
wartime economy to [Kacctimc pHnUiciion. They arc badly needed for 
ihr duratiiin of the reconversion emergency. 

l>eieni uticmployinrm Ixrncfus wouki serve ns a bulwark against 
fisniwar detiitiun. Ry assuring workers of a definite income for a 
detimte perkxl of lime, Congress will help matcrblly to prevent a 
sharp decline in consumer expenditures which might otherwise result 
in a downward spiral of consumpiit>n and protluciion. Atlcquatc uncm- 
plosmenr insurance ii an indisjicns.iblc form of prosperity insurance. 

(!:*>ngrc*s will soon sleal witli the broatlcr question of extending, ex- 
panding and improving tnir Social Security program, of wdtich unem- 
phqmcni insurance is a part. Although such improvement is funda- 
niental. congressional dclilicraiions on the hroatl issues will take time. 
t>n the s|Kcific issue of unemployment Isencfiis. we may not have lime 
avadabte. We arc already entering the first phase of reconversion; we 
must Isc preporctl immediately for the far larger problems of manjsower 
displacement which will come with the enti of the war in the Pacific. 

I earnestly ho[>e, therefore, that the appropriate Committees of Con- 
gress will umlcrtake immciliaic consideration of the emergency 
priddem. 

Harry S, Truman 
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43 Letter Accepting Resignation of Stcphcit i . luirly as 
Secretary to the President. May 1945 
Dear Steve: 

I am very loath to sec June first come aroiiiul lx*c;uisc, as you state 
in your very kind letter of the twcnty-ciglith, it incaiis that you arc 
definitely leaving your ofScialpost at tire White Mouse. 

You know that it is no mere politeness for me lit s.iy that 1 hare to 
see you go. During these recent difiicult weeks you have Iseeit such 
a help to me in getting acclimated to my new* duties and rrs|HinsihiUtics 
that I shall miss you very much — ofScially as well as |»cr«j|iaUy. You 
have given me the benefit not only of your long exjiericncc in the \\*hite 
House, but of your innate wisdom and sound judgment ; and I am 
sure that, without you, my task would have liecn much more ilifftcuh. 

The quality and quantity of your work during the past twelve years 
are well known to all of us who have been in Washington. I know 
from the lips of President Roosevelt how much you meant to him, and 
how much he relied upon you. And I now know from jscruiiul rx|*cf i- 
ence how greatly your assistance, cooperation and association can lighten 
the burdens of high office. 

I have been willing to let you go— but not without strings. You arc 
to be subject to frequent calls to help me in many w*ays. You Have 
been most gracious in ofiFerlng whatever future help you can render i 
and I assure you that I shall take advantage of that otTer to the fullest. 

My best wishes go with you in your new venture and in anything 
you undertake. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Hahry S. Tkuman 

Mr. Eariy n Asnsant 19^5. Hi. Idler o( inipuikm »u n 

Secretary £r^ March 4, 1933. to July 1, leaied whh the PreiiiJeM'. 

^937> then as Secretary to June i, 
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Harry 5 . Trmmamt 194$ 

44 IIk: PrcMiicnrt News Conference of 

I. i*>45 

TIM riui*infsnr. Well, I have goc two short siairmenis I want 10 read 
10 you (o sijurt ihu^pi oH with. 

(t.) \Readimg, mat iitrraUy]: **Secrcury Morgenthau has told me 
about the shochtng eases of taa evasioo tus men have dUcovered, and I 
am ihortMtghlf in tyropaihy with his plan to enlarge the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue forces to whatever extent is required 10 insure full 
complunce with the bw/ 

**Yrsierday, I acquainted the top oftctals of the Civil Service Com- 
miMton with our special tax drive and the necessity for an accelerated 
prtqiram of recnaitment. Arrangements have been made with the Civil 
Service CommMiion to have placed at every Army discharge center in 
the I' nifed States a qualified recruitment o^er from the Civil Service 
Commiviion* fully versed In our rccruiiment requirements, who will 
steer to u» the qualified veterans as they arc discharged.** * 

1 ihinlt there will he enough discharged veterans, probably, with the 
qsMUfscations id neci this foyooo-nsan-program that Mr. Morgenthau is 
ashing for. 

It is a crime to-^ terrible crime, in my opinion, to find these people 
who are hoanBiig moiiey and livi^ cit the blach markets, and things 
ol that sort, when the sons of the rest of the population are out gening 
killed to save the eouniry. 

And we are foii^ 10 try to put a nop to it. 

I have another abort statement I would like to make, with regard 

WB pfiiRligCFw Ol Wwo 

I a.| (IMhif]: *1 wish to express my very deep sympathy lor the 
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relatives of those members of ourarmcti forces wIjo It.ivc the 
tune still to be held as prisoners of war by tlic enemy. "I hr welfare «jf 
these men is a matter of deep concern to me, aiul 1 ;mi determine*! ro 
do everything possible to help them ami to bring at«nii their release as 
soon as possible. 

“To this end, every effort is being matlc to get relief supphrs aivl 
mail through to them. At the same time, debnitive infurinatum is 
being sought concerning the names of those men who arc still hr!*! 
as prisoners of war. The eventual lilicratton c»f these priwniers will In: 
the result of the victory of our armed forces, arul dciK-iufs ujMjn umr 
lenting prosecution of the war effort by every American,'* 

These prisoners, of course, arc the ones that are held by the Jajs.incsr. 
There are still a great many of our men who were ca|iturri} in the rhib 
ippines, who arc held in Manchuria and other places. Wc arc tf>mg 
our best to do what wc can for them under the circumstances. And I 
hope we will really get something done for them. 

Now, if you have any questions you want to ask, I will try to 
answer them. 


[3.] Q. Mr. President, will you talk to us alsoui universal military 
training this morning, and your views on it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havc madc a — I have hat! a conference on universal 
military training with some Members of the House ami the Senate, 
^d wc arc now trying to work out a policy on it. I wouUi rather not 
discuss It at length this morning, although when I have the tiling really 
in form, I will be glad to give it to you. 

And I have got a few views on universal military training of my 
own, which don*t agree with the Army, and don't agree with the Navy, 
^d don t agree with the House or Senate, so I will try to get them in 

s ape so that we will—. I would rather wait for another lime and give 
you a complete statement on that. ^ 

President, have you been receiving a great deal of mail 

k” e If"®*' receiving a lot of mail, particularly 

se Members of the House and Senate from the State, where iIk 
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mm cjinc (ruin were in ihe Plittippines at titc time the Japs got 
the n»ili|»jnnr*, 

{5.] Q. How about the Big llrree meeting.^ Jla* it moved along 
inv? 

nit riut.%tf*itf#T. It w gelling cloter. It Un‘l yet dehnitcly dcculctl. But 
t think I can tay dchntlely that it will take place in the not far distant 
future. 

j6.J Q. Mr. Brewdrm, you told us that Secretary Wickards resig- 
nalioii would be effective when he war conftrmcd at REA Adminis- 
iraior. What will be tlur situation if the Senate reiccti his nomination ? 

tilt fusAtosnrr. Hb term will end when the fiscal year ends, with 
the oiherc, 

(7 . 1 Q, Can you tell us, sir, have you been following in the last 
X4 hours ilie Syrian controversy ? 

Tii» rasssoiMT. Yea. I have been Mlcm ing it for more than 24 hours. 
Q, I lave you been in communication with Prime Miniiicr Churchill ? 
Tits ratsmcMT. Yea. By wire. 

Q. t low rcccsilly, nr, could you tell US ^ 

TSta mamitfr. Wdk every day. I had a mes^ from him thb 
mominfi. and a mcMage I tent to him this morning: and yeatcitby, 
and the day b e f ore , and die day before that. We are in constant com- 
munscaiton all ike time. 

Q. Pocaikatmeuibytdeplionc? 
tfti maaiMEirf . Nosno. ByeaUe. 

Q. Mr. J htm Aea u have you any word ibai the French have agreed 

loMr.Ckttrciiarafeqiiieil? 

ttta masMorv. Tbe French have ceamd firing at a remit of the inea» 
Mge whkh Mr. Cfawehill aent to De GauBcv with the approval of the 
American Govcmmcnc. 

O. Have we had any meiaage from tbe French? 

Tfii raiiMMiir. None whatever. But the firing ccaaed, to I am 
reikdsly informed. 

O. Sir. hai «l« Ai»ericM> Gownmem dio given approval lo (he 
pnipiaaJ far a H^anhe meciiiig in London, lo diacoM thii Syrian 

<|ticatkMi? 
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THE PRESIDENT. No. I liaVC IlOt 

Q. Sir, some rather informal rcsfx>nses were jysiven tu us ^rstertUy at 
the State Department, indicating that we wcnilii Ik? inicrcktcil in h 
a meeting. 

THE pREsroENT. I think wc would, but there has licen no arrangeinrnt 
for such a meeting officially. Not to me, at any rale. 

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us what cllcci this Syri.m ^ ri^is nuy 
have had on your plans to meet with General «le GauUc ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t think they have had any elfcer. 'rhere 
has been no definite date set for General dc (iauUc’s Hireling. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, have you heard from Mr. Hopkins or Mr. 
Davies as to when they are likely to return ? * 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I havcn’t any definite date on that, 

Q. Do you expect them soon 

THE PRESIDENT. YcS, I do, 

Q. Could you 

THE PRESIDENT, But don’t know just yet, of course, 

Q. That’s what I was going to ask. 

THE PRESIDENT. how sooh; but I could say %vithin a week or lo 

days they will be back, I am sure. 

[9 ] Q. Was it planned for Justice Jackson to return at il«t iinir, 
oris it—his return a result of the fact that— 

the prkident. No. He expected to return at this time to finish up 
som^wind up some of his own business. He went over tJiere for a 
preliminary meeting. He is expecting to return. 

[ 10 .] Q. Mr. President, have you had any conference with the icad< 
ers up on the Hill on the unemployment benefit program ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t. No, I haven't. 

Q. Do you expect to do anything of that kind? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havc had a conference with the Leaders of the f louse 


betweea the Oovemmente of th# iBovM! iMiiwre %m 

anaonneed, would go to Loadon toZlStm witb **' tmoSwi. n wm 

Of the Bfitish OoTeniixieat oertelii iileleiPi* Chethrfcitl eed 
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4i)«l Vnjif circfy XtuinJay morning. 4iul we will tin ii next Mumiay. 

(11) tj. Mr. rrcuiirnt. there arc refiurft from the Coast lluf iiuli 
calc iKji the I mictl Naftont (ainfcreme might run t»n for a while yet. 
IXi v»Hi % an you give ui any tight on that ? 

tii» ratstMsrr. No. J ckm’i think it will be unduly prolonged. 1 
have Iwen looktiig for it lormi within the next todays. 

(ij. J Q. Mr. President* when Mayor Kelly of Chicago and Mayor 
l.a(«uartlu of New York left Momlay, they told us you talked ab^c 
the e ivilun drfen«c mafcrul that is around this country. 

Ills raxsttit>rT. They talked to me about it, I luve been giving it 
some (ontnlerafion. We are trying to work out a jmlicy ami a plan 
for tit «ht|«uNial. 

Q. ‘iltai liasn‘1 come to its concluskm ? 

Tsix raxtstwMT. YTmi hasn’t been worked out as yet, 1 think it wUI 
be svtirked out very shortly. 

( 1 1.) Q. Can you tell us about the resignation of Mr. (hltciie from 
the Surplus Property office? 

Tscfe raftstoufr. One of the fint callers 1 had, after I came down here, 
was Scruior CitUcfte; and he told me that he was not happy in his poti* 
Ison and wanted to quit the Surptua Property Board. I asked him to 
May on until I §m mart familiar with the siiuaison, and he came up 
ycMcfday and told me that he would like toquii within the next month; 
in fact, mu later than july ty 

(14.) Q. Mr. Predd^, u it possible that the Big Three mectsng 
wdl became a Big Pour, or even a Big Five meeting? 

Tsta raaMMENT. The only meeting 1 
Big Three mccisng. 

Q. Is II powihlr, Mr. Preatdeist, it may be held in this comsiry? 

Tita mmmmt. There is a p oad h ility, but 1 don’t think it's very prob> 
able. |l.aMfA«fr| 

( *$•! Q* Mr. Prcddeni; deqnte your aascnioo lait week regardtng 
the Si^ DepifimcM, ihete are pe n ii te nt r ep om that we will have a 
new Secretary of State. Could you ay anything on that? 

snia aaMHOfr. 1 can't make it anv more crntdiitic than t cUd Iasi 
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[i6.] Q. Mr. President, can you teil us whether you w tU t»r 

are in sympathy with the Wagncr-DingcU hill ih.ii ums itiirt»»hHCil, ici 
expand social security? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am in favor of the principal parts of it. In fast, 1 
think I was one of the authors of that bill in the last (amgre^s. I h.ivf ti'i 
studied the present draft of the bill, am! I am n«>l f.niuli4r svjih it* 
details, but in principle I am for it. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, getting hack to the Uig ‘riirrc and the 
United Nations meeting, would a delay of a couple of weeks in mn* 
eluding the United Nations Conference affect your plaits for the Ihg 
Three meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Not thc slightCSf. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, could you give— provitle any mure details 
about Mr. Hopkins’s mission to Russia ? 

THE PBEsiDEOT. I Will givc you morc tlctails w hen Mr. I lopkins ctstnrs 
home. 


Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

\The President recalled the newsmen m they started to ieat e and 
continued the news conference,] 

THE PRESIDENT. Oh — Oh — I havc got an announccnieni to niakc'-*-— 
Voices: Just a minute— just a minute! 

[19.3 THE PRESIDENT. I forgot Something. 1 have {lerfUasletl Saftt 
Rosenman to stay with me for another year, am! I am very happy iltat 
he is going to do it. 

Q. What will be his job? 

THE PRESIDENT. The samc as he has always liad. 

Q. Special Assistant, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. Spcciol Assistant to thc President. 

Q. Thank you. 


[ 20 .] IHE P8KIDENT. Oh. y«. lam releasing a menage to (he C,m. 
gress this morning, which will have— [/i>»g4rrr1— a summary on ilie 
war. It will be released at noon. Read that summary very Lmu. 

You can tread the message, it’s too thick! [Lmt/her] 

President Truman;s ninth new. Whitt IIou«r « „„ 

conference was held in his office at the |um ,, ’ ’ 
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4$ Suci^ial XtciMgc to ilic (Icmgrcss on Winning the War 
With Japan. /«#»r 1. it>|5 

To /Ai* CongTtH 0/ the Umtted Statet: 

n>c pr im4ry ij»%k facing ihc Nation today i> to win the war in Japan — 
10 win it completely and to win it ai quickly at fKmible. For every 
day by whkb it U ilionrned meant a taving of American lives. 

N« one tan recctuni the mkccm of the lorccs of decency in this war 
wtibmtf thinking of the one man who was more responsible for vicicry 
than any oilier single human being^-Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

I ’ntler hi% guidance, this great Nalkm grew to be the roost powerful 
military force in all hitfory. 

I 'mler lut leadership, the Allied strategy was dcvelc^ped which broke 
down I tiikf’s fortress, crumbled Germany itself into ruins and uncim- 
diiimial surrender, and has brought us within striking distance of 
Tok)ies 

Bui there can he no peace in the world until the military power of 
Japan it dcat roy e d w i ih the tame completeness at was the power of 
the European dktaion. 

1 o do that, wc art now engaged in a process of deploying milliocis of 
our armed fortes agatmi Japan in a mass movement of troops and 
•upfdies and weapons over 144100 miles— a military and na«^ feat 
iincqualkd in all hbiory. 

t think it appropriate at this lime to inform the Congress and my 
coumrytnen of some of the probldm, diAculiks, and dangers which 
oonfnini us in finishing this war— and how we expect to meet them. 

Those who hm die heavy responsdMlity of directing the Nation’s 
mdiiary ^orts do not underestimate the difheuliies of crushing an 
enemy defended by vast diouuiccs and animaied hy desperate fanaikisnau 

And yctu wc have adopted what is a new deve l opment in military 
hisiory. In the Bkc of a conBkt with a numerous and hmaikal enemy 
we have undenaken during the next twelve months to dischaige approx* 
hnaicly two million of the best soidkrs the world has ever seen. 

The p r eg ram for die defeat of Germany was accomplished with an 
aceiwacy scldoai attaiiicd In war— yet we had but little margui at the 
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finish. On April i, 1945, the last American tlivisimi to arrive in I-rancc 

entered the battle line. 

The strategy of the war in Europe was to have all the men that eoiiUi 
be effectively deployed on land and sea to crush the Cieriuan military 
machine in the shortest possible dmc. 

That is exactly what we plan to do to Japan. 


Up to the time of the collapse of Germany the Uniicii States Navy, 
under the superb leadership of Fleet Admiral King, was carrying on two 
great campaigns thousands of miles a^Kiit from mch other-— one in the 
Atlantic and one in the Pacific. 

These campaigns were distinctly different. The Atlantic campaign 
consisted essentially of anti-submarine and amphihiou* o|Wf4iif»ru. 
Even as the war nears the end, our Navy had to cope with a nibmarinc 
blitz which was intended to hit our coast in April. 

The Pacific campaign has involved to a major degree all the surface, 
air, amphibious, and submarine aspect of Naval warfare*, but anft> 
submarine operations have playol only a subordinate role. 

At one time in 1943, the United States Navy was employing mcr 
1100 planes in its anti-submarine warfare in the Atlantic ; ami, in mid 
1944, over 900 ocean-going escort vessels. 

All of our escort vessels have been, or will be, sent to the Pacific, 
except for a very few to be retained in the Atlantic for training purpose 
or to meet any remotely possible emergency. 

Our Navy, in addition to the miraculous job of convoying our erwi- 
less stream of men and materials to Eurt^, did its full share, under 
over-all British naval command, in amphibious operatioru in that 
th<^trc. The use of its landing craft and carriers, and the fire support 
of its battleships, cruisers, and destroyers, made possible the landings in 
North Africa in 1942, in Sicily and Italy in 1943, and in Normandy and 
southern France in 1944, 

Even before the invasion of France, some of our Atlantic naval force 
had been sent to the Pacific. After our troops were firmly 

tabhshed ashore, fighting ships were moved to the Pacific as rapkHy 

84 



Harry 5 . Truman, June I [45] 

9 * they couUI be rcteated from ihe requtretncfiis of the European ami 
Mrtlifrrrancan tbcaires and from anti-submarine warfare. The Jap- 
anese (lave already fell the presence of those ship# — and will continue 
10 feel it more and more. 

In the Facific the naval campaign has gone through four maior 
phases. 

The fin* was the defensive of i^t and of the first half cd 1943* when 
we fought in the PhtUppines and the East Indies, in the Oaal Sea. at 
Mklwiy and in the Aleulians. 

ITie second was the offenstve-defenstve in late 1943 at Guadalcanal. 

The third was the limited offensive in 194) when we advanced slowly 
through the Solomons and re-took the Aleutians. 

The fourth was the full offensive of 1944 and I5^5 when the forces 
of the Southwcic Pacific Area under General of the Army MacArthur 
and those of the Central Pacific Area under Fleet Admiral Ntoouez 
nude their great aodiome sweepa to the Philippines and Okinawa. 

During this time the Navy has fought four fttU-sode sea battles; the 
Coral Midway, the Philippine Sea last suminer off Saipan, and 
the three-pronged Battle for Leyte Gull last October. 

The fapanese wrlace Navy has now been reduced to a fraction of 
ha former aeH. We here driven their ships into hiding and their naval 
aircrafi hack 10 their shore bases. 

A higc part of thh mccess is due to our present carrier-based air 
power, whidi has pomiited os to carry forward, for many hundreds 
of mUcs at a thne^ the air cover that is needed for a successful amphib- 
ious attack. The c if ficri these enormous trid et 

were laid down la 1910— a year and a half before we entered the war. 
Had diey not haea lairtad thea, our last advances in the P^ific could 
not lawe occoned aaifl much later. 

I ne fapaasae gMSCBm iw i r mc, in ^mr 01 a large program or ouuo* 
ing, his aow heea re d uce d to kse thsm a quarter el he prowar siae. 

^ 1001 we ha v e mak aiare mcrcbtiit thaa they had 

at the liaM of PlmdliaflMir. 

fUf* and isr foa teductioB of the t* ** ** * — Maw. we can dsaak 
OUT aifhppp|pi% gar Arpiy aad Nhvy dioro 4 baied aireiiih aad our fon 
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carrier task forces. Today, no enemy ship can proceed bciween Japan 
and her southern conquests without running the most serious risk. 

The outstanding feature of the Pacific war — the one wliich sets it 
apart from ai! previous wars—has been the number of the amphibious 
operations. 

We have constructed a great fleet of special vessels for this purpose! 
attack transports, attack cargo ships, landing ships and landing craft. 
These ships make it possible to put troops and equipment ashore on 
open beaches in the minimum of time. 

The Navy has a great share in every amphibious attack. For in- 
stance, one attack which involved landing 45/x)o troops required the 
use of 125,000 naval personnel. In general it may be said it takes two 
to three sailors to put one soldier or Marine ashore. It takes half a 
million tom naval shipping for each division in an amphibious 
operation. 

The Navy is now engaged in a series of grim tasks: a battle of attri- 
tion with the Japanese Air Force in the waters around Japan and 
Okinawa; a tightening of the blockade of Japan; redeploying its own 
forces from Europe; aiding the Army to redeploy; and preparing for 
the climactic operatiom yet to come. 

As we approach the enemy’s homeland, the density of his air power 
naturally becomes greater and greater. A year and a half ago^ the 
enemy had meure than 5000 operating airplanes to guard perhaps 
dghteen million square miles of area. We could attack wherever we 
saw that the defense was thinly spread. Since then, we have reduced 
his total air power very much, but the area he is now forced to defend 
has been shrunk so much more qukkly by our rapid advance, that the 
density of his air power is four or five times as great as it was. 

This means tou^ fighting in the air. It means the loss of ships. It 
means damaged ships that mutt be replaced or brought back thousands 
of miles for rqpair. 

We at home can hardly imagine either the delirium of fapaoese 
suicide attacks on our troops, airfields and thipi, or the heroimi of our 
men in meedng them. As we approach the main islands of the enemy 
die damage to our ships and the lost of our men are becoming mom 

as 
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•cvcfc. In ihc fuiurc we fthall have to expect more damage rather 
than Itm. 

In carrying out its luture tasks the Navy will need not only all of its 
present greail fleets, it will need additional vessels. l*hesc vessels are 
now being biiitt~panly 10 replace antkspaied losses in future opera* 
tiofss and partly 10 reinforce the fleet for the final operatioru it will have 
locorHluct in enemy home waters. 

llie Navy is dcfdoying all but a handful of its men from Europe to 
the Pactftc. But unlike the Army, the Navy, after the collapse cd Ger- 
many, (IhI not have a surplus erf personnel. There cannot be even a 
partial naval desnobilttation--uniil the Japanese are dcfmied. 

TImt Navy still needs civilian laborers, particularly in the yaitli where 
ships are rriwircd. Working continuously under the concentrated air 
rifan of the enemy, the fleet suflers daily damage. Many vessels have 
come back woumled in varying degree. To tell the number would 
give information to the enemy but the number is substantial. The 
Navy mitu get them ahipt back into the fight with the \em posnble 
delay. 

Wc have in our Navy yards the machinery and mechanical 
mem 10 deal with the mountiiig load of battle damage. But civilian 
worker! are needed now in ever inareating numbers. 1 know tlut the 
patrioik w or ka r i of the nation will rally m the aid of the Navy in this 
e m cr geoq f at diey have raliiod in past emergencies. For they kn^ 
that every day aavod in getting a damaged ship back into service 
fhoncfii the ww and tavet American lives. 


In the akf wa hiae dsown what America can do with land 4 )ased 

planes and wiA earrienhased planef-dn strategic bomhing and in tae- 

vlKSl OORnPDWM^Elft 

Wc arc nopw dUe In Germany to investigate and ci a ni l ne die results 
of our stra if fc hmkbm. la spite of the most desperate redstance of 

ulSiiTknU Omoriaom irnn^t, bem 

AkPattmiimAedmOtnomiodoB- 
tfy^jgy rfBf4«yndMght after night nntfl hi iiypett oldie German 
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Our strategic bombardment did a complete and nwsicfly jol> oi de- 
stroying the sources of strength of the German Air Force and the Ger- 
man military machine. Our bombers dried up the IW of vital oil 
and gasoline supplies not ordy to the German Air Force, but 10 the 
rest of the German Army and to German industry as well. 

We have had experience too—dcadly experience for the Naxis— with 
our tactical air forces as distinguished from strategic bombing, lliey 
wrecked the bridges and roads, the railroads and canals on which the 
German army counted. Gomany's best panxer divisions— entire Army 
Corps, in fact — were immobilixed. 

liie air force of Japan is not as strong an opponent as the Luftwaflfe. 
Japanese industry is neither as great nor as scattered as Germany*!. *rhc 
planes we are using and will continue to use against Japan will be 
larger in sum and more powerful in action than our hombers in 
Europe. 

Our Army planes and our Navy ships and planes are now driving 
Japan out of the air, and when our strategic air force reaches the Facthc 
in full might it will demolish the enemy's resources of production. Our 
strategic bombardment of Japan u now well beyond its initial phase. 
The missbns of the Twentieth Air Force are mounting in rixe and 
intensity. Substantial portions of Japan's key industrial centers have 
been le^^ed to the ground in a series of record incendiary rakis. What 
has already happened to Tokyo will happen to every Japanese dxj 
whose industries feed the Japanese war machine. 1 urge Japanese civil- 
ians to leave those cities if tb^ wish to save their lives. 

Our tactical air forces, experienced and battle-wise, wiU soon be 
ranging over the Japanese homeland from nearby bases. 

The Japaneseair force will be shattered by our Army and Navy ikrs 
as surdy and rekndesily as the Ltiftwide. The concentratiofi of Jap- 
anese industry, so kaig an advantage will now contribme miuerialJy to 
Japan's downi^ 

The Army Air Forces b^;an its redeployment last December fdien 
a heavy bomlNsr group returned to this country f ro m fitarapev 
roceived B-op traio^ beforo The lollowiiig 

mmith a B-35 medium homber group to co untr y pit^ 
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ccctlcl. 4iirr trairitftg. lo fly A-a6 attack bcrnibrn against the Japanese. 

During the Last numih iwciiiy Umibartlmeni grtnips have received 
(jfdcfs lu move Jiom Ixurope la ilie Far liau by way irf the United 
Sutc%. 


Our ground armies, our corps and our divisions have followed the 
best tradiftimt of the American soldier fm courage and skill; am! their 
leaderdiip has lieen of the uniformly high quality which results in 
vkrtory, 

’Hie I *nifc%I Stales has been fortunate in having as the Chief of Staff 
to the C!oitiin4fsder in Chief of the Army ami Navy a man trf so great 
e*|*rriciKe and ability as Fleet Admiral Leahy. 

We Isase also been fonunate in having at the head of our land and 
air fortes men like General Marshall, General Eisenhower, General 
Mac Arthur and General Arnold. They have provided the inspiration 
ami the leatlrrship for all our Army opcraiioru. 

TIse Amcfkan soldier of this war is as brave and as nsagnificent as 
the American soldier has always been. He has the initiative and in- 
grnuiiy he has always had. But in this war he is a better soldier and a 
more mccesslul soldtier than he has ever been before. For in this war 
he has gone into battle better trained, better equipped, and better led 
than ever before. 

In ibe face of the formidalde Naai hordes whicb had secitred a 
wmiglcliold on Wencra Europe, our armica, shoulder to shoulder with 
those of our Alika, fo r ced a landing on the shores of France. In cbe 
abort space of deven moniha they drove the enemy from France, Bel* 
ghim. Luacsnboiifs and Holland and forced him to unconditional 
surrender in the beaurt of his own bomeland. 

To the Msuih our troops and those of the Aliks wrested North Africa 
tram the Aik, fought a do gg e d advance throud* Sicily to 

the Alpik and pinned dow n a force that ocherwke oould have brought 
aid 10 t h e enemy on the e as t ern ind w emrn fronts. 

The hci o km ot oor own t roop s in Europe waa matched hy that of 
the ar med forna of the nations that fought by our nde. lliey and 
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the brave men in the underground movemenw ui ilic wcupictl coun- 
tries— all gave their blootl to wipe the Naai terror from the face of the 
earth. They absorbed the blow* of the German mdtiary machine 
during the many months in which we were buiUting up our cjijKdi- 
tionary forces, and they shared to the full in the ultimate dcsiruction 
of the enemy. 

The same courage and skill which brought about the downfall of the 
Nazis arc being displayed by tmr soldiers now fighting in the Pacific. 
Many of them arc veterans of the grim months following Pearl Harbor. 

Since 1942 our Army troc^ss and Marines in the south Pacific have 
thrown the enemy back from his furthermost advances in New* Chttnea 
and the Solomons, have traveled 1500 miles up the New < Guinea coast- 
line, have conquered the Admiralty Islands, Biak and Morotai. Mean- 
while, Marines and Ajtny troops have been cleaning up in the Solomons 
and the Palaus. in October of last year these magnificent achievements 
culminated in the landing of our troops in Leyte. Four months later 
they freed Manila. 

Westward across the Central Pacific other Marines and Army units, 
in hard fought battles, have forced the fapanesc bock four thousand 
miles. Tarawa, Kwaialem, Saipan, Guam, I wo lima have been the 
stepping stones. Today Army and Marine divisions arc slowly but 
steadily sweeping the Japanese from Okinawa. 


All of our campaigns in Europe and in the Pacific have depended on 
long lines of communkatiom and upon quantities of supply tmheard 
of in prior warhure. One of the marvels of Allied achievcsiicnis has 
been the organization, guarding and operttioii of these woHd-girdUng 
supply lines. 

For this we have to thank management and labor in our war indus- 
tries, our farmers and miners and other Americana— who produced the 
equipment and supplies for oursdves and our Allies; the gallant mem- 
hen of our Mcrd^t Marine— who transported them o vc r acas under 
die guns of our Navy; and the men of our Army Service Porcca— upon 
whose work in clearing ports, rushing up siq;»plka, and constructing 
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iiiocU, f hfkigct. }ii|;hwi4y«. aiul g4«i>ttnr pipe linr«s fjilc of 
bjlllc often «!cj*cfule»l, 

I lierr jte alni itulmlctl in our cxjtenrncc in llm war miracles of sav* 
in|t Imman life ai well as miracles of ticsinicftun erf iHc enemy. Since 
the i#0 4 of Aftna in Nenemljcr, 194a. in all our operaiiom in 
F.tif«»l»c 4n»l in Afrua. we liase Ion alxiui 1600 soUliers from sickness. 
In the < i%il War ihc Uintjn forces, never more than a iliirtl as large as 
cMif fur»-r» in i.urope, liotl ^140100 deaihs from sieJeness. In the lltrec 
yc4f* II ue Apfil, the Army forces in the tliiease>infccicd itbmls 
of the 1*41 ific lent fewer than 1400 men from sickness. 

Nut griv m lilts IS ar has retliiccsl the |»crccni4ge of tlealh from wounds 
in tlie Army from , in the Usi war 10 4% in this one, Tliis is due 
lu nwnv fas tors; the high jirofesstofui skill of the surgeons and nurses 
the asadalnhty of blood ami blootl plasma. |irnicilhn and other new 
miracles of mrslieine: the devotion of the Meslical Cor(>s men who 
rescue the woumled umler hre, the odvanc esi position of surgical stafls 
right tip Isehtml the front lines. 


Shifting our ground and air sirengih from Europe 10 the Far East 
presents transfiortation problemii even greater and more complkatcd 
than thoic involved in the initial dcplo>*meni of our forces to all pans 
of the World. Millions of men and millions of tons of supplies must 
be moved Half way around the glche. 

Tlic tiHwmwm of troops from Europe bos been swift in getting under 
way. Ihey are coming by ship and they arc coming by air. Every day 
the process of iransftar gains momcnium. 

After the ftni World War— when the only problem was getting men 
home and there was no bitier, powerful enmiy left to Eghi— it tesak 
nearly a year 10 complete the evacuation of 1.933.156 men. This time 
the Army Tramfioftaiioo Corps and the Air Transport Command 
plan % 0oafioo troops out of Europe b e fo re 1 

It is not easy to visuaUie the volume of si^sfdses that must precede, 
accompany, and ioQow the soldiers going horn Europe and the United 
Sitto inm the AkiEc. To maintain our forces In Europe the Army 
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shipped across the Atlantic 68 million icmi of equipment ami fuml— 
nearly eight times the total shipped in all the first World War, 

Now we must reclaim all of this cquipmcni that is still serviceable. 
We must supplement it with new production. And we roust make 
shipments of comparable fixe to the Pacific over supply lanes which 
are three times as long as those to Europe. 

The initial requirement of equipment for each man fighting agaifist 
Japan is about six tons and an idditional ton is needed esurh month for 
maintenance. 

Finding the ships to transport these supplies is not the only difficiilty. 
We must continue to develop in the Pacific new harbors and bases out 
of practically nothing, install roads and build power systems. 

Great as these problems of redeploymem arc, we are not losing sight 
of the human aspect in shifting men from one side of the world to the 
other. Wherever it can be done without slowing down the pace of 
our projected operations in the PKtfic, we are deploying our soldicrt by 
way of the United States so that they may have a chance to visit thetr 
homes and loved ones before they go on to tackle the fapaocse. 

On the basis of present estimates, only a smaU fraction of the men 
now in Europe will have to go directly to the Par East without first 
stopffing off at home. 

remainder of our p rese n t European force will go to the Pacific 
dinxigh the United States^ will be assigised to neceasary military dotka 
in this country, will be discharged, or will be kept In Europe Iw ooco* 
patlon duty. Most of those who will go (Ureedy to the Pacific arc in 
supply and service units whose presence in the new theater is essential 
to the immedi a te oonstnictian ol harbors, bas e s , communications and 
airfiddbHErom which to step up our blows agahMt Japan. 

The Army h mindful t^ those who through this country 
want to get home with the lean posdblc dday once their ship docks 
their idane lands. Everything is genred lor speed to acconphshtfak 
at the air and sea ponau IK^tMn twentyW hours in most cases t^ 
sue aboard a train at governinan ei^Knae bound fin oiw ol the nin^^ 

Army Pocaooadi Centers, where the men Immediately eiigibic for dis- 
ehaige am at^imaiad from those wlm art desihwd fin futther aervioe. 



Hmry S* Tfmmutn, liinc t 

Mrn uhi» .irc !<i rrm.iin »»a .ictivedury arc pr«wpilf "ofilcrcd” tiofnc 
(torn flip JVr«>nnrl Onfrr .if Km-cminciif cxpcn»r« for a pcmal up lo 
thiiry Aam. pUn irj^rl imir, for rr^t ,ind rccupcfatton. 

1 hr |KTio.! s|Hrnf af home u noi ih-irj^cd against iIk man's furlough 
fittic nor i\ ti rbited 4t Ira^c of alnciur. If » **temporary duty**, and 
ihc wiliiirr tiraU't full pay for ihc I'vriml. Ho only tnicrucfions arc to 
have flir Wif nine he know) h«w unfit he irp»rti back to the I*cr- 
winnrl Oofer. *l*liai U %%hai I mean when 1 )ay fh.ii we have not for* 
Ijoirrn fhr human uilc of redeployment. 

Rrljiivei and fncndi of »er%iirmrn tan do thrir part in fhtt program 
hv n«ii I rowding around fhc fiorft and jx-fxinnel (xnicr) flu»>ugh which 
fhr luf o pao. 'Hie men w ill gef home a) «Jon a\ i) humanly jHmiblc. 
'I’lonj* inmefncnf) cm fhr nafion'* railroath will Iveomc inerraiingly 
hea\ y from turn* on, 1 a^k for full puhlic cow|»cration in preventing any 
aggf avafmn of thn Inirdrn on ilomrvtie tfanumrlalion. for it would slow 
down the rale at which mUlicri ran lie rcufufed w*iih their Imcd ones. 

At fhr tame nmc a» we »frp up ihe movement of men and munitions 
to the |'4f l‘b%t, we liaic been exerting every effort to tnerrase the num« 
l*cr of ihi|« available to fttutn men to this tminiry for discharge. 

llirre huoilresl and sixteen cargo shifn arc firing convcrtcsl to help 
•ohhers get out of r.uro|ie faster, lliey arc not the most luxurious 
shn*) ever seen. Inn they will get the men home. In adiltiion« the 
flridsh are letting us use their three proudest passenger liners— the 
Quern {dirahcih. the Queen Mary and the Aquiiania. 

*I*hfie, atldcil to fifty of mir own irans|x»rf %'essets, right hundred 
Ixunliers ami transport planes, am! such stiips as we arc able to use 
out id the Cicf man merclunt iVet, wull make it fiossiblc to bring men 
home for diselurge wiihout interfering wifh the main M’ of trans- 
ferring iroo|n and cs|uipmcnf to the war against lapan. 

nie Army’s syntem f«»r tclcciing the soldiers for release to civilian life 
represents a dcnsoeralic ami fair approach to this most dtfhculi prob- 
lem. A fwill was taken among enlisted men in all parts of the world. 
‘I’hcv were asked what factors they Isclievcd should be taken into con- 
sidrraisim in deciding who shmild be releases} frcun the Army first. 
More than ffn prr cent sahl iltai preference should go to those who IukI 
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been overseas anti in comlxii und to those with thiUlren. 

The Army spent two ycart tict doping a program of fwint cretins 
designed to carry out these vics% s cxpretied by the soldiers. It checked 
and rechccked its program, and made comprehemive surveys in order 
to make sure that the plan would achieve the obiectives. 

The system applies csfually to the members td our Army in all parts 
oi the world. It embodiet the principle of impartial telcction that we 
applied in drafting our citizen Army and that we shall continue to 
apply in meeting the manpower requirements of esur armed forces 
until lapan b defeated. 

fly reducing the strength of the Army from 8,100.000 to 6 ai 68vooo 
and by maintaaning the Army calls on Selcasve Service at a level sub* 
standally higher than requirements for actual replacements, it will be 
poasibk to restore to their homes during the next year a total of two 
million officers and men, mduding those who will leave because of 
wounds, ikkneis, age and other spedhe causes, as well as those who will 
leave under the point system. 

To accomplish thb whib cominutng to be liberal in the defermesit of 
men thirty years of age and over, it b the Administration's policy to 
induct all non-veterans under thirty years of age who can he replaced 
and who can qualify for the armed forces. Many of such men who have 
thus hr been irreplace^le will become avatla^ for induction when 
die plants in which they are working are cut back or wiieo they can 
he refdaced from time to time by coihack-producikici workers and 

aCCIlgXIluiK TvOBnUula 

In the three wedu since the point s y s t em became effiective 1900 
officers and 33 /x )0 enlisted men and women from every theater of war 
have received final dbeharge papers at Army Sepwadon Centers. 
During fune^ ^ivioo higlMCore men arc scheduled to leave Ettrope lor 
thb country, and 33,000 are sc hedule d to eosne from the Fadfic and 
Asia. The grett ma{ofity of theses a few days after they arrive, will 
he civilians 

Det 80 one be under die ddhidon that diese dbehuges we 

nidionzed because dm wsr b netting an cad or heewMe we M the 
Ji^Mtnese are easy to best. They we beiog made hocoata our fldttaary 

m 
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tcaiicrs believe lhai we can reduce the overall strength of our Army at 
this lime without ieopardy to our cause in the Pacific or to the lives of 
the men fighting there. 

I’hc loint Chiefs of Staff, after consultation with General MacArthur 
and Admiral Nimitz, have decided that our Army can deliver its 
heaviest blows in the Pacific and win final victory most quickly with 
a strength which a year from now will be about seven million. 

By maintaining our Army at this size, we shall be able to more than 
double the force we now have in the Pacific and hurl against the 
}a(ianese an overseas force larger than the 3,500,000 men who united 
with our Allies to crush the Wehrmacht and the Luftwaffe. 

'riicse are the men who will be carrying the fight to the enemy, but 
olivtously they cannot operate effectively unless there are adequate 
reserve troops in training in the United States, and also an adequate 
base from which our advance troops can be supplied and serviced. 

It is our plan that every physically fit soldier in the United States 
who has not yet served overseas be assigned to fordgn duty when he 
completes his training or, if he is fulfilling an essentiaJ adminisuadve 
or service job, at soon as he can be replaced by a reniming veteran. 
This has been the Army's policy since the beginning the war. It 
will be rigidly adhered to in ^e redeployment period. 

If it were not for the overwhelming ascendancy established by our 
air and fleet units, we should have to send many more men to the 
Pacific than we now intend. The Japanese have more than four million 
troops under arms— a force larger than the Germans were ever able to 
put against us on the Western Front. To back up this Army, they have 
several million additional men of military age who have not yet been 
called 10 the odors. We have not yet come up against the main strength 
of this Japanese military force. The Japanese army is organized into 
100 combat divittoos. Its air force, despite the heavy losses it has 
suffered, still oimprises over $fiGO condsat planes. We are cutting 
heavily Into Ji^ianese aircraft production through our Superfortress 
raids, but J^ptn remains capable of producing planes at the rate of 
i,a9o to 1,900 a nwfidi* 

Army casuahiet on C^cinacim foom Mardb 18 10 klay 39 totaled 
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killed ami and wtntniUd. Ntarinr’i in tlte same 

period reportctl i,SS*) iU%ul and inisdni^ and S,.|n4 wuitndrd. Na\y and 
Coast Guard ItJssrs were 4,7Jij kilie»l atul ini^vinj^ and winjndcd, 
an overall mral for all services i*{ ii>^ 22 t killed aru! missing and -*7,704 
woundcvl. Japanese ileaihs were nearly six times as great as our own. 
On May 2n, tke total of Japanese killed on Okiuviwa was 61, 

That is an example of the ittcreasing nsughness of this war as our 
troops get closer to Tokyo. 

It is this kinti of fighting we must hr prepared for in our future cam- 
paigns. All of our exiHrrienec iniliealcs that no matter how hartl we 
hit the enemy from the air or from the sea, the foot soklirr will still 
have to aslvance against strongly cntrcnchnl and fanatical tnxips, 
through sheer grit ami fighting skill, hacked up hy all the mechanic.al 
superiority in fiamethrowers, tanks ami artillery wc can put at liis ilis- 
posal. There is no easy way to win. 

Our military |wlicy for the defeat of Japan calls for: 

(1) Pinning tiown the Japanese hirers wlterc they now are and keep- 
ing them divided so that they can lie <lestroycd piece by piece, 

(2) Concentrating overwhelming jxiw’cr on each segment wdiich 
we attack. 

(3) U.sing ships, aircraft, armor, artillery and all other materiel in 
massive concentrations to gain victory with the smallest {lossiblc loss 
of life. 

(4) Applying relentless and increasing pressure to the enemy by 
sea, air and on the land, so that he cannot rest, reorganize or regroup 
his battered forces or dwtmlling supplies to meet our next attack. 


Of course the differences between the war in Europe and the war 
in the Pacific will cause differences in war production. The compost> 
tion of the army will be different, as will the equipment issued to troops. 
There will be changes in strategic plans and in replacement factors. 

Until the expanded pipelines for the Pacific war arc filled, and until 
equipment arrives in substantial amounts from the European theatre, 
war production must continue at a high rate. 
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'I hr N.tvy program will continue on an even keel. 

'riirrc has lircn a sharp rct!uction in the program of the Army Air 
!•< »rt'cs. 

Similar sharp cuts in the program of supplies for our ground troops 
arc now being put into etJect. Some new items of equipment will be 
aildril, '!1ic emphasis will he shifted in others. 

‘Hills, there will In: a decreased proiluction in heavy artillery, artillery 
aniniiinition. trucks, tanks and small arms. 

'Hierc will Ixr increased prcxluction in aircraft Iwmbs, atabrine, steel 
barges, wire and insect screening cloth, combat boots, cotton uniforms, 
aniphihious trucks, raincoats, distillation units, radio relay units, special 
railway et|uipmcnt, and motorized shop equipment. 

In a luimlTcr of important items there w’ill be little change in demand 
for an indefinite periotl. These include food, clothing, petroleum prod- 
ucts, himlier, and certain chemicals. It is likely that all these will 
remain on the critical list. Leather is tight. So arc textiles. There 
is a shortage of cotton duck and fabrics for clothing. The food prob- 
lem has licen accentuated by the steadily increasing numbers die Army 
has liecn called upon to feed. 

Accordingly, production for the Japanese war cannot be taken as 
a matter of course. It will require a high percentage of our resources. 

War Production Hoard Chairman Krug has stated that during the 
balance of this year, our munitions production will run at an annual rate 
of 1^4,000,000,000, which is almost equal to the rate of 2943, and more 
than nine-tenths the rate during the peak of 1944. 

With these production objectives before us, we must not slacken our 
support of the men who are now preparing for the Hna! assault on 
Japan. War production remains the paramount consideradon of our 
national effort. 


These then arc our plans for bringing about the unconditional sur- 
render of Japan. If the Japanese insist on continuing resistance beyond 
the point of reason, their country will suffer the same destruction as 
Germany* Our blows will destroy their whole modern industrial plant 
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and organization, which they have Imilt up during the past century and 
whicii they arc now ilcvoting tt> a hopeless cause. 

We have no desire or iiucniion to destroy nr enslave the lapanesc 
people. But tnily surrender can prevent the kind t»f ruin which they 
have seen come to (Jermany us a result of continucil, useless resistance. 

'I’hc job ahead for this Nation is clear. 

We arc faced with a |Xiwcrful Japanese ntililary inachinr. 'Hiesc are 
the same Japanese who jxrrjictratctl die infamous attack on Pearl i far* 
hor three and one-half years ago; they are the s;imc Jap.incse who 
ordered the ilcath march from Bataan; they arc the same Japanese 
who carrier! out the barbarous mass;icres in Manila. 

They now know that their dreams of ctmquest arc shatlerctl. 'l licy 
no longer Ixiast of rlictating jicacc terms in Washington. 

This tkics not mean, however, that the Japanese have given up fiope. 
They arc depending on America tiring of this war - becoming weary 
of the sacrifices it demamis. They ho|Tic that our tlcstrc to see our 
soldiers and sailors home again and tlic temptation to return to the com- 
forts and profits of jicacc will force us to settle for some compromise 
short of unconditional surrender. 

They should know Ixrttcr. 

They should realize that this Nation, now at the |x;ak of its military 
strength, will not relax, will not weaken in its pur|iose. 

We have the men, the materiel, the skill, the leadership, the fortitude 
to achieve total victory. 

We have the Allies who will help us to achieve it. We arc resolute 
in our determination— we will see the fight through to a complete and 
victorious finish. 

To that end, with the help of God, we shall use every ounce of our 
energy and strength. 


Harry S. Truman 



Harry S. Truman, 1^45 June i [46] 

46 Lcifcr Declining To Accept Resignation of Samuel I. 
R<»sennKui as S|x;cial Counsel to the President. 

Ittfw i, r«>45 

Drar Sam: 

! am tiiutUy taking action on your letter of resignation dated April 14, 
101*;, I am tlcclining to accept it. 

1 utidcrstaml fully your wish to retire to private life. President Roose- 
velt loUi me that you had forcibly expressed such a desire to him several 
limes since last November, but that he had refused to let you go. The 
rr.iMins wltich movcii him arc the same as those which now prompt 
this action by me. 

rhr sclf-clfacing zeal and patriotic tlcvotion with which you have 
served )ijur country and your President in recent years cannot yet be 
spared. I know the kind of work which you have been doing for the 
<*hirf Executive day in and tiny out during that time — seldom, if ever, 
with any public creditor acclaim. 

A nil yet I know not only from Prcsuicnt Roosevelt, but from my own 
IKrsonal exjHjricncc during these recent months, how much your efforts 
have meant to the Chief Executive and to the welfare of our country. 
Some <lay when accurate history is written, you will receive the credit 
which is due you. 

I want you to stay at your post at least until V-| Day in order that I 
may have your continued assistance. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

J ’ITic I loncMraMe Samuel I. Roaenman, The White House | 

kotk; Judge Rwenman‘s letter of resignation was released with the President’s 
fe|dy. 
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47 Citation Accompanying Prcscntaiicm <if the I^'giuu of 
Merit to Prince Abdul llah «jf Iraq, fnne i. 

CITATION’ l OR TIIK UtilON* Ol Mt HIT 
nFC.Ri-K or Cl lit y aiMMAMUR 

DURING the course of the present war I !is Rtjyal I fighness, Prince 
AIhIuI Hall, CommamIcr-in Chicf, FicUi Marshal t»f the Iraqi Army, 
Regent and Heir Apparent to the Throne of Iraq, lias never wavcrcti in 
his loyalty to the cause of the United Nations. In combating enemy 
efforts to create misumlersiamling and hostility against the Allied Na- 
tions among the peoples of the Near lust, he has risked his life and 
position without hesitation. 

By his loyal and steadfast devotion to the Allirtl cause he has ronrril>- 
uted materially to the success of the war effort of the UniictI Nations. 

note: The President read the eitaiion Chief Commander, at a ceremony in 
to Prince Abdul liah and presented him the While f louse, 
with the I.«gioni of Merit, Degree of 


48 Letter to the Chairman, House Civil Service Oimmiilcc, 
Concerning Reduction in Hours of Work, fune i, 194*5 

Dear Mr, Congressman: 

It is my understanding that your Committee, in connection with the 
Overtime Pay provisions of H.R. 2407, lias expressed an interest in 
learning about the plans of the executive branch for reductions in hours 
of work. 

Within the near future ! intend to advise the heads of the depart- 
ments and agencies that whenever they have offices which are located in 
labor market areas classified in Groups II, HE, and IV by the War Man- 
power Commission they may reduce the hours of work from 48 per 
week. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harky S. Truman 

[The Honorable Robert Ramspeck, Chairman, Civil Service Committee, House ol 
Representatives] 



Harry S. Truman, 194$ June 2 [49] 

49 Statement by the President on the Continued Need for 
jttnc 2, 1945 

IN 1 1 ns i'OURTH YEAR of war the need for every ounce of food 
\%hit h die American people can produce and preserve is greater than 
ever Iwhirc. 

1 he supjily lines to feed our troops and the millions fighting and 
working wifli them arc the longest in the history of warfare. Along 
the tliousunds of miles of these lines, ftxxl must be kept moving- Our 
soldiers in Kurope arc eating more canned fruits and vegetables because 
they arc chatiging from combat rations to regular meals. 

liryond our tremendous military requirements lies the task of work- 
ing with other nations to help liberated peoples regain their strength 
and rebuihl their countries. There can be no lasting peace in a hungry 
worlil. 

We Americans must do our part to help swell the nation’s food 
supply. 

t call upon every American to help discharge thb obligation in every 
way inmiblc: 

Hy growing a victory garden — whether it be in the backyard, in a 
community or company employe plot, or on the farm. There is still 
plenty of time to plant in most parts of the country. 

By dcilicattng ourselves to growing larger and better gardens and 
seeing them tlurough to the harvest. 

By preserving our food at home or in a community canning center. 
Civilian supplies of commercially canned fruits and vegetables arc now 
at the lowest point of the war, and next winter will be one>fourth less 
than last year. 

By conserving food in every possible way — wasting not an ounce- In 
anything so hazardous and difficult as growing food, we cannot afford 
to take chances. We must always reckon with the weather, which in 
some parts of the country delayed plantings and damaged some fruit 
crops. We must plan for maximum production. 

With millions ol American men and women dedicated to this task, 
our food will make a real contribution to the final victory and the peace. 
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50 Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives cm 
the Defense Aid Program, fune 4, I<J45 

The Speaker of the House of Representatipes: 

I have the honor to transmit for the consideration of the Congresi 
an estimate of appropriation for defense aid for the fiscal year 1946 
exclusive of aid authorized to be transferred by the War and Navj 
Departments and the Maritime Oarnmission, as follows; 

Defense Aid $1,975,000,000 

This recommended appropriation, tc^ether with unobligated balanca 
of about $2400,000,000 from the current year, will proviilc a total pro- 
gram of $4,375,000,000. Since Germany has been defeated, the proposeii 
new program of defense aid and the appropriation required are less 
than for the current year. This program, however, reflects our resolo 
tion to give fully effective aid in order to shorten the war and thereby 
reduce the cost in allied lives and materials. 

The war against Japan, like the war against Germany, b a coopera- 
tive allied effort. Through lend-lease and reverse Icnd-lease we shall 
continue to pool our resources with those our allies so that the crush- 
ing weight of our combined might may be thrown against our remain- 
ing enemy. Where lend-lease funds will make the efforts of our allies 
more effective, we shall use them. Where the redeployment of our 
troops from Europe or our control over enemy areas require aid from 
other nations, lend-lease will be available to enable their maadmum par- 
ticipation. Similarly, through reverse lend-lease we can expect cnir 
allies to give us all the assbtance possible. 

In the light of changed war conditions, a pretuninary review of lend- 
lease assbtance to individual nadont has made. Purther review 
will be necessary from time to time in the coming year as the war 
progresses and the needs and the wartime roles of our allies vary. For 
thb reason any programs proposed must be considered as most tentadve. 

Our recent lend-lease agreements with France, Belgium and the 
Netherlands will be carried exit by lend-lease funds to the fullest extent 
consistent with changed war conditions and dbe bask wxurtiiiie piuposet 
of lend-lease aid. Beyond thb I propose that these allies be astistied In 
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ftiuiH'tng necessary equipment and supplies by the Export-Import Bank, 

Such assistance is consistent with the enlarged role which the Bank 
should lie given in providing certain types of industrial equipment and 
supplies which other nations may wish to obtain from us for recon- 
struction. Some aspects of reconstruction arc of particular interest 
to this nation and can most appropriately be financed by our own 
instrumentality. 

Accordingly there will be transmitted to the Congress at an early 
d.itc. a proposal providing for adequate legal authon2:ation and ex- 
panded lending capacity for the Bank, 

Tile Icnd-lease and Import-Import Bank programs represent unilat- 
eral efforts of this country. They arc not intended to duplicate the 
work of international agencies. 

The United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, for 
example, has been created to meet the more immediate needs of relief 
anil rehabilitation where nations arc unable to meet their needs from 
their own resources. Legislation is now before the Congress to allow 
participation by the United States in die International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Devebpment and the International Monetary Fund. 
This legislation merits early consideration and approval. 

In ccHntrast to these devices, however, lend-lease is a positive weapon 
of waging war. The appropriation estimate herein submitted provides 
for its full use to bring the conflict with Japan to a quick and decisive 
end. 

The detiuls of the defense aid estimate are set forth in the letter of 
the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, transmitted herewith, in 
whose observatsofis and recommendations ! concur. 

Respectfully yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

Mort: The letter htun the Director <ci the message in House Doimment 334 
the Bureau of the Budget, dated June z, (yyth Cong., ist sess.). 

1945, and also zdeased, is printed with 
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51 Letter to the Chairman, House Rules Committee, 
Concerning the Committee on Fair Employment 
Practice, ftme 5, 1945 

Dear Mr. Congressman: 

I understand that the House Appropriations Committee has deleted 
from the War Agencies Appropriation Bill for the fiscal year beginning 
July I, 1945, all appropriations for the Fair Employment Practice 
Committee. 

This action will have the effect of abolishing the Committee and 
terminating its work witliout giving the Members of the House of 
Representatives an opportunity to vote on the question. 

The Fair Employment Practice Committee was originally established 
before the attack upon us at Pearl Harbor, and was an integral part of 
our defense production program. It has continued since then in one 
form or another; and ^s grown steadily in importance. Its work 
has been based on the principle that the successful prosecution of the 
war demands the participation of all available workers regardless ol 
race, creed or color, and that the policy of the United States was to 
encourage all such persons to full participation in the war effort. 

The war is not over. In fact a bitter and deadly confikt lies ahead 
of us. To abandon at this rime the fundamenul princi{de upon which 
the Fair Employment Practice Committee was established is un* 
thinkable. 

Even if the war were over, or nearly over, the question of fair employ- 
ment practices during the reconversion period and thereafeer would 
be of paramount importance. I^uKriisilnation in the of employ- 
ment against properly qualified persons because ol their rao^ c re e d , 
or color is not only un-American in nature, Imt will lead eventually to 
industrial strife and unrest. It has a tendency to create auhatandard 
conditiom of living for a large part of our populatioiL The principle 
and policy of fair employment practice should be estahyahed peima- 
ncntly as a part of our national law. 

I understand that one reason assigned for omitting an appropriataon 
for the fuxsent Committee is that a proposal it l^efoMna tlse ^^lon^iipFtssa 
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to cstablislt a permanent and statutory Fair Employment Practice 
Oimmission, 

I he legislation providing for this Commission is now in the Rules 
Ctimmiitcc. 

Unless It is sent to the floor, the Members of the House will have 
nt> op)K>rtunity to vote upon it. The result will be that on July ist 
next the principle of fair employment practices will have been aban- 
doned by the House of Representatives. 

I therefore urge the Rules Committee to adopt a rule permitting 
this legislation to be voted upon by the Mcmb«s of the House as 
quickly as possible. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

(The HononiUe Adolph J, Sabath, Chairman, Rules Committee, House of 
RrprciKniattvos ] 


5a The President's News Conference of 
tune 7, 1945 

THt PRXsnstNT. [1.] The first thing, I am exceedingly happy over 
the Bretton Woods— 545 to 18. And the nonpartisan character of the 
support of dhat legislation makes me believe that the Congress really is 
for a peace treaty. 

[a.] In connection with Justice Jackson*s war crimes report, which 
was given to you this morning,* I have been reminded that next Sun- 
day, the loth, will be the third anniversary the ruthless destruedon 
of that Bohemian village of— I don’t know how to say it— L-i-d-i 

Voices: lidke. 

THx PMSIDCNT. Tliis IS ooc of the most barbarous of all the crimes 
on the Nazi calendar. June 10th will be remembered always as another 
day of infamy. 

[5.] I want to say aomething to yem about the transportation mtmr 

•TIm t f ft ri»>rt !• IS* Sam of a latiwr «a Un) VxmUhmoa ittm Mr. jrmtlM M. 

TaTlUBB. at OmhmM Smt Om Daltad lutaa la tiM jpewMoattea of Asia war a rtial aa la , la 
taltllTTitS la Ilia Tlniailanar nif fITati rirlTiTlii (val. IS, p.XOTl). 
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tion that we are facing now, on account of the redeployment situation. 

Colonel Johnson was in to sec me yesterday, and told me very plainly 
that we were going to have to meet this transportation situation in lo 
months. We have only a thinl smaller iob to do than the one which 
has just been finished, and it took — that was over a pcrioil of 48 months. 
This will be over a period of 10 months; that is, to transfer all our 
armed forces across the United States and the deployment in the Pa- 
cific — redeployment in the Pacific. The first transportation Job was 
considered a miracle, and this one ahead of us is even bigger. 

And I want to impress it on our citizens that their best contribution 
in this case will be to stay at home. 

I have written a letter to Colonel Johnson on the subject, and a si.*ite> 
ment will be available when you go out. But that is most im{x)rrant, 
that redeployment transportation situation. It is going to strain every 
facility we have, in order to get it done on lime. 

[4.1 Mr. H. A. Millis, Chairman of the National Labor Relations 
Board, has resigned, and I have appointetl Paul M, Herzog of New 
York to be his successor. Mr. Millis has been trying to-— — 

Q. May we have that again ? 

THE PRESIDENT. H. A. MilHs, Chairman of the National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, has resigned. He has been trying to quit for some time. 
I appointed Paul M. Herzog. He is in the Navy now, but the Navy 
will let him out, if he gets confirmed. And I think he will be. 

[5.] I want to announce the— Stuart Symington of St. Louis will 
be appointed to succeed Senator Gillette when Senator Gillette's ex- 
piration date expires July 15th; but 1 have asked Mr. Symington to 
come up and get familiar with the job by cooperating with Judge 
Vinson, and the other two members of the Board, and Senator Gillette, 
bdeore he leaves. 

Q. Mr. President, may I ask a question there? Do you plan any 
change in the three-man board to a single administrator for the 

THE PRESIDENT. That IS a congTcssional matter that will have to be 
done by law. I can't change it. 

Q. Will Mr. Symington be Chairman of the Board ? 
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THE pEEsiDENT. Hc Will bc Chairman when Senator Gillette’s ex- 
piration time expires. 

Q. Did you say something about conferring with Mr. Vinson — you 
mean— 

THE PREstOENT. With thc Other two members of the Board, and Mr- 
Vinaon. 

O* 1 * his full name Stuart Symington? Didn’t hc have another name 
at the first— 

THE ntEsiuEKT. W. Stuait Symington. 

Q. S-y, isn’t it? 

THE PEEStOENT. S>y>m-i«n>g*t-o>n. And hc spells that Stuart in the 
English King manner-~S-t>u-a-r>t. 

[fi. 1 Q. Mr. President, is this NLRB term for a new term, or thc un- 
exptred term ? 

THE PEBsnMtNT. It’s to fill out the unexpired term, and for a new term 
also. Thc present term expires, I think, sometime in August. 

[7.] I want to announce the resignation of Grover B, Hill as Under 
Secretary of Agriculture, and thc appointment of John B, Hutson 

O. H-u-t? 

THE PRESIDENT. H-u-t-8>o-n — hc IS assistant to Judge Vinson — as thc 
Under Secretary of Agriculture. 

Q. What is Mr. Hutson’s home origmally? Do you know what 
State? 

THE pRxsiDiNT. Kentucky. 

Q. Kentuckian. 

THB ptitflMNT. Kcn<tucky! 

[8.] I want to announce the resignation of Brigadier General Frank 
T. Hines at Veterans Administrator, and of the other Job he has, and 
the-~Gencrai Omar Bradley will be appdmted in his place. \haw 
mhisdes tmi exeiamatums] 

And 1 want to remind you oi-^[kugkter]-^ statement that was 
madeat the press oonference here, on May i5th,in whichl said dhe Vet- 
erans Administration will be modernized, and that should be done as 
•oon as posdble. Bmatdiattimel wasnotready todothejobimmedi- 
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atcly, because 1 hadn’t obtained the consent of the War Department for 
General Bradley to serve. 

Q. Mr. President, will General Bradley be retired before 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc will ttot. Hc Will Still bc 2 four Star General 
while hc is in charge of the Veterans Bureau. 

Q. Will hc have the other job, too~Rccmploymcnl and Retraining? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think so. I think I am going to dispose of 
that in another way at a little later date. 

Q, Mr. President, when is General Hines’ resignation effective? 
Immediately? 

THE PRBsmENT. No. General Hines’ resignation is effective at my 
pleasure, and that will be when General Bradley can wind up his duties 
in Europe and take over. That will probably take 30 to 60 days to be 
accomplished. 

I wrote General Hines a letter, and here is the way I wind it up. You 
will get copies of both diese letters, my letter and his letter ctf resignation 
too. 

[Reading ^ : “I want you to know that I have always had, and shall 
continue to have, complete confidence in you, and in your handling of 
public matters. In fact, I shall ask you vdthin the near future to take 
another post of public importance, and 1 hope you will accept it.” 

And he told me personally that be would. 

Q. Mr. President, on that point, can you say anything about-*now— 
about the construction of the medical divisions of the Veterans Bureau ? 
Any change contemplated there? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would rathcT not discuss it now, because 1 will dis- 
cuss it at a later date. When General Bradley takes over here, I will 
give you the comjdete layout of it— what we propose to do. 

Q, Mr. President, you mean there will be a reorganization ? 

THE pRBsroiNT. It will bc modernized, let’s put it that way. It will 
bc a Veterans Administration for World War 11. That was the setup 
for Wcarld War I, and has been very adequately handled for World 
Warl. But as a World War i sddier, I wouldn’t have been happy to 
have had the Spanish-American War veterans running the Veterans 
Admimstration, and I don’t think— the new veterans 
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would. I think they would much mther have a general o£ their own 
war in the place. 

And General Hines thought so, too — after we discussed it. 

Arc there any questions ? \Laughtcr\ 

[9*1 0 * Mr. President, arc you in complete agreement with Justice 
Jackson's report? 

TH« PRistoiNT. I am in entire agreement with it, J think it’s a good 
report, and I think it shows Just exactly what we arc attempting to 
accomplish. 

Q. Mr. President, can you shed any light on one section of that re- 
port, whore Justice Jackson said that it was the inescapable responsibility 
of this Government to prosecute these war crinoinals, even if this Gov- 
ernment had to do it alone ? 

Tfia nuutoBNT. That’s Just-— it means Just exactly what it says. That 
is what we |xropose 

Q. Is there any prospect that we will have to do it alone? 

THB paasiiHtNT. No, no. That’s Just to make it emphatic. 

Q. Any prospect of an early answer £rom the other countries on our 
suggestion for a military tribunal ? 

THX i*iuMiDBNT. Ycs, I think so. ! don’t think there will be any delay 
on that. 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us 

THX numoKNT. The British have already come in, and I am sure the 
Rustiam and the French will. 

1 beg your pardon? 

[10.] Q. Can you tdl us whether you plan any early action to curb 
rises in real estate and security prices ? 

TKt msiDXNT. 1 haven’t gone into that. 1 have been discussing it 
with Judge Vinson, but have come to no conclusion on them. 

[11.] Q. Mr. President, have you any comment on the Federal 
Corporatiofi Control bill, so caUed<~Byrd-Butler bill? 

Tm mtissNT. WelhnsaMemberof the Senate^ I was always against 
thatbtlL 

[la.] Q. Mr. President, in oonnectson with your statement about 
tniMportatioii, if the shnatkin sboiskl beootne critical, would you be 
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prepared to recommend Federal control, or rationing ? In other words, 
controlling the traveling public ? 

THE PRESIDENT, I hopc that Will nc«c bc necessary, but if it becomes 
necessary, I will certainly do it. 

[ 13.] Q. Mr. President, did you give your approval to the suit filctl— 
\tnaudible words]-— on those oil lands by Justice 

THE PRESIDENT. I told thc Department of Justice to file the suit. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, would you care to comment— what is your 
leeling on the St. Lawrence Seaway ? 

THE PRESIDENT, i Will dlscuss that at 8 Uttle later date. You will find 
the record on that in the Senate, also. 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, do you — wiHtld you favor a Big Five meet- 
ing to settle the Syrian dispute (* 

THE PRESIDENT, I WOUld nOt. 

Q. Mr. President, would you care to comment on the progress of 
Mr. Hopkins* talks in Moscow ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Will discuss that whcn Mr. Hopkins returns— dis- 
cuss it fully. I don*e want to discuss it now. 

Q. Do you have any comment now on the position of the veto in 
San Francisco? 

THE PRESIDENT. That will be discussed from San Francisco very 
shortly. 

Q. Sir, have you received from Mr. Hopkins a message, saying that 
he made better ^an hoped for progress in Moscow ? 

THE FsussiDBMT. I hopc you won*t force me to answer that, because 
I want to discuss that when Mr. Hopkins gets back, [lamgkter] 

Q. Mr. President, would you dabmatc on that subiect— chat state- 
ment you made, about being discussed from San Francisco? 

THE PRESIDENT. The announcement will be made firom San Frandsoa. 

Q. Shordy? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, vcry shoTtly. 

Q. Mr. President, ctmld you amplify your views on the Big Five 
meeting with Syria ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, the meeting that was oontecnplated is a Big 
Three meeting to discuss world affairs. I thsak that the Near Eastern 
situation will be worked out without any Big Five meeting. 
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O* Any news on the Big Three meeting, when it may be ? 

T»R PRESIDENT. WcH, I think it will be sometime within the next 40 
tlays. 1 ‘hat is as near as I can come to it. 

{ 16.] O' Apparently, you have been taking up this matter of com- 
mercial aviation in the postwar period, in your series of talks in the past 
week. Is there anything you could tell us about the position we arc in, 
with reference to that now, or 

TME PRESIDENT. No, I Can't. I am not in a position to make a state- 
ment on that, but 1 will be, I think, next week. 

(17.] Q. Mr, President, the labor leaders saw you today, and they 
told us they asked you to — for an upward revision of the Little Steel 
formula. 

THE pREstDENT. They did. 

Q. What do you think of that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hiey always ask that, every time they come around. 
[LtfMgA/rr] 

Q. Do you think it should be revised upward ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am Dot In any position to make a statement on that. 
We will work out a survey of the situation at a later date, and then 
come to a conclusion. At present, it stands. 

[iS.] Q. Mr. President, did you discuss taxes with Senator George 
this morning? 

THX PtasmtNT. Ko, ! did not. I did not, 

[ip.] Q. Can you give us your views on this bUl passed by the 
House, giving Congressmen S2500 for expense accounts, sir ? 

THts pRisioxNT. Well, my views are that the Members of the House 
and the Senate are grossly underpaid. ! think they should have a salary 
commensurate with the work they do, and I have always thought that. 
And 1 can say it now, for 1 am no longer a Member of the Senate. 
{Laughfor'l 

I rhinic the Senators ought~-and the Members of the House—ought 
to be in the position so that their prindpa! employer would be the 
United States of America, and that they ought to pass an adequate 
salary bill for themselves. I would certainly sign it if they did, bemuse 
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I know that they need it. I tba't think the Senate or House shmild be 
a rich man’s club. I think the common, oriiinary citizen ought to have 
a chance to serve- 

Q. Do you think it is, at the moment ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not HOW. It has liccn. 

Q. Docs that mean, Mr. President, that you don’t think this it the 
method to do it with ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t. I think they ought to come straight out 
and raise their salaries and be done with it. 

Q. Would you veto the bill then, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I woii’t vcio it. ITiii is a legislative job and I 
will — if they want it that way, let them have it, because I know they 
need the money; but I say it woukl be much better fenr them if they 
would come out for a straight salary raise. 

Q. Have you a suggestion for an adequate salary ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Anywhcfc ffom $t5,otx3to$a5^acN3>a year. 

Q. Mr. President, you didn't mean to suggest that their principal 
employers weren’t the United States ? ( LaiHghter J 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I did Hot, but I know in roy own case, in order 
to meet my bills, I had to make my wife my secretary. She had to work 
all the time in the public interest, instead of keeping house. 1 didn’t 
like it! {Laughter] And you made a campaign issue out ol it in the 
last campaign, and the people liked it. But that shoukbs’t happen, 
there is no sense In that at alt. This Government is rich enoi^;h to pay 
its employees an adequate salary, and they ought to do it. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think diplomau* salaries should be 
increased ? 

THE PRESIDENT. 1 do that. 1 think it is absolutely « y i 

[20.] Mr. President, can you comment on the visit of fustioe Blade 
with you this morning ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It was a social call. Justice Black and I have been 
friends ever since I went to the Senate. This is the Bfit rhairr 
Q. [Interposing loudly] Thank you, Mr. President. 

the PRESIDENT. time he has had a m on t i t ftr 

[Laughter] 
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NoTfc: IVckiUent Truman’i tenth news White House at 4 p.m. on Thursday, 
conference was held in his office at the |une 7, 1945. 


53 Letter to the Director, OflSce of Defense Transportation, 
Concerning Redeployment of the Armed Forces. 

/«»<• 7, 1945 

0 far Colonel johnson: 

l*hc transportation facilities of the nation arc now called upon for the 
most gigantic task in all the history of transportation. The American 
armies must be moved from the victorious battlefields of Europe to meet 
and wipe out the tyranny of the East. In order to do this job most of 
our soldiers will be transported the full length of the American 
continent. 

It required every transportation ingenuity to assemble our armies 
in Europe over a period four years. This time the job is to be done 
in ten months. The contemplation of this task would overtax our 
faith if we had not found during the course of this war that the im- 
possible has become our daily job. 

I am asking you to extend my congratulations to all ci our trans' 
portatson agenctet-^and their millions of workers — on die results they 
have accomplished. At the same time express my confidence in them 
for the greater effort that lies ahead. 

Sincerely yours, 

Haxxt S. TkUMAK 

{The Honotable J. Mooioe Johnson, X^hector, Office of Defense Tnuosportstkail 

54 Statement by the President on the Transpomdon 
Problem. June 7, 1945 

ALL TOO FEW realize the transportation difficulties which are now 
developing and which will continue wdl into 1946. It is important that 
the piddie understand the situation and at emoe lend full axqperadon 
in order that the lairden may be minimized. 
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The transportation performance in molnlizing our victorious armies 
in Europe over a period of four long, difficult years required the utmost 
effort. The plan of battle now requires that our armies be iransfcrretl 
to the far Pacific in the very short time of to months. We must now 
complete in to months a task that is only one-third less than the pre- 
vious job which required nearly 48 months. The transportation jdb 
in the first phase of the war has often been called a "miracle.” The job 
ahead of us is even big|^. 

The facilities for civilian passenger transportation will be greatly 
reduced. In order to obtain passenger equipment for troop movements, 
it will probably be necessary to reduce the capacity of steeping car 
equipment on regular trains by 50 percent. Men in uniform, other 
than on troop movements, now comprise about one-third of the passen- 
gers on a regular train. If the number of these travelers in uniform 
remained constant, a 50 percent reduction in sleeping car capacity on 
regular trains would mean that only one out of four of the civilians 
now using this equipment could do so in the future. But the number 
of travelers in uniform will be greatly Increased. 

In addition, war material moving to the Pacific will be more than 
twice as much as heretofore. This tremendous increase must move 
over the western railroads, which are already loaded to capacity. 

Thus the various transportation rcstrictbns will not only be retained 
but undoubtedly tncr<^s^. Those asking for relaxation ii the restric- 
tions are asking for the impossible. 

The situation requires the cooperation and self-denial of all users 
of transportation. The speed with which our men and munitions can 
be carried to within stril^g distance of Japan wilt largely determine 
how long the war must continue. I know that every American wants 
to add his effort to that of the milUons of transportation workers on 
whom this grave responsibility rests. 

Remember, the returmng soldier is here for a few days on bos way 
from one confikt to anodier. 
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55 LfUcr to General William S. Knudsen on His Retirement 
i'roin Active Duty. June 7, 1945 

Htar Virncral Kmuhtn: 

As you rcriirn lt» civilian life I want to express appreciation for the 
disiinfjutshcil service you have rendered to your country in the prose- 
cuiiun of the war. Y<iur organistational genius in transforming our 
peace time itnlusiry to a vast war machine is one of the greatest stories 
of the war ;uid has earned the thanks not only of every American, but 
also the lh.inks of our allies who have tlcpcndcd on American supplies 
and equipment. Tluil equipment which you helped to produce is 
si»ccding the day of victory. 

First as u leader of ilic Advisory Commission to the Council for 
National Defense, then as Director General of the Office of Production 
Managcmeiu, and for the past three and a half years in your military 
rapacity as Director of Production in the Office of the Under Secretary 
uf War, you have Inrcn in the forefront of our n.'Uional industrial effort. 
Tu ice your work has won for you recognition by the award of the 
Disitngutshrti Service Mciial. 

Alimist insurmountable difficulties h.ave been overcome by your cour- 
age aiul dctcrminaibn in working with private industry and by your 
forethought in anticipating and planning for future exigencies. Your 
rc-aiurcefulncss and unswerving devotion to duty have saved the Nation 
vast sums of money while at the same time expediting production of 
materials of war, and preventing tlic loss of countless precious Ameri- 
can lives, 

! extent! to you my own gratitude and that of a grateful people for 
the masterful way in which you have accomplished this monumental 
task. 

Very sincerely yours, 

flARRY S. Truman 

:t.teutcnant Cknrral VVillwm S. Knudsen. Office of the Under Secretary of War} 
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56 Statement by the President on the \ tsii »if 

President Rios of Chile. //#wr H, 1 945 

IT IS A PLEASURE to announce that Hi'i I’tccUcncy Iiian Antonio 
Rios, President of Chile, will visit the United Si.itcs in tK ttilnr of this 
year as an oflicial guest of this Oovernment, 

President Rios originally planned to visit the l*niirtl States in H).|2 
by invitation of President Rooscs'clt. Hinvcvcr, eircum'it.mecs neces- 
sitated a postponement of the ctuitempl.itcd visit. It was tny privilege 
to renew this invitation, and I am gratified that President Rios has 
found it possible to accept at this time, I hiok forwanl not only to wel- 
coming President Rios to this country, hut also to the plr.isure t»f know- 
ing him personally. 


57 Citation Accompanying the Distingttished Service Medal 
Honoring General ICdwin M. Watson. /«##r 8, 

MAJOR GENERAL Etlwin M. Watson, United States Army, scrvcil 
as Military Aide to the President for a pcriotl of nearly twelve yr,irs, 
from I June 193^ to 20 February 1945, the last six years of which he 
also served as Secretary to the President. During this lime momentous 
decisions were required on the most critical prolslcms that have ever 
confronted the Nation. While General Watson filled the i>ost of Mili- 
tary Aide to the President, the greatest |Kacciimc Army in history was 
organized; the country was thrown into war on a worki-widc scale and 
was well on the road to victory at the lime of General Watson's death. 

General Watson's broad and thorough knowledge and his genial 
manner enabled him as Military Aide to be of the greatest assistance 
to the Commander-in-ChicL His famiiiartty with the prolsicms per- 
taining to the Army enabled him to enhance greatly the confidence 
reposed in the Nation's military leaders by the PrcsUIcnt and other high 
officials in the Government. His devotion to duty and unfailing loyalty 
to the Commander-m-Chief and the Army kept General Watson at his 
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|Hjs,t tlcspiic failing health ami against medical advice. He served as 
Military Aide it> the Prcsiiicat with distinction, thereby contributing 
in no small part to the successful prosecution of tite war. 

Nn»i: n»i* i^rrscntaiion was made by Watson died February 28, I94'5, while 
thr I’frsiilrnt n> Mrs. Watson in a cere- returning from the Crimea Conference, 
ninny at the White 1 louse. Cicneral 


5H Statement by the President on Paper Conservation. 

/«»f 9, 1945 

HlirORI-; WE WERE forced to fight this war we took for granted 
our abundance in a land of plenty. Early in the conflict, however, we 
learned the importance of conservation and salvage of critical materials. 
Paper in its varied forms is essential to the business of supplying, feed- 
ing and clothing our armed forces. As our flighting might expanded 
the need for more paper grew. Accordingly, we took steps to insure 
a constant supply. We saved paj>cr. We learned to think twice before 
we ticstroyctl paper — and other things — which could be usctl again. 

I hope that every community will cooperate fully with all salvage 
committees who arc doing their part in saving waste paper, particularly 
the boys and girls who are rendering sucli a patriotic service in collecting 
the p.’i|icr. They deserve all of the help we can give them as well as our 
warm gratitude. 

59 Letter to tltc President of the Senate and to the Speaker of 
the House of Representatives on the Salaries of Members 
of Congress. June 12, 1945 

Dear Mr. : 

The salaries of the Members of the House of Representatives and 
of the Senate should be commensurate with the nature and volume of 
their work and with their responsibilities. Equality between their pay 
and their iob may never be achieved, but certainly there should be less 
inequity than at present. Under any measuring rod, the members of 
the federal legislature are underpaid. 
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The members of Congress are callcil upon ui exercise seaMiiuHl ituig- 
ment in every field of national interest, ‘i’ltcy imtst establish il»c poli- 
cies that will advance tlic welfare of our people, ’rhey must ilrafl and 
weigh tlie statutes to carry out tltesc policies, rhey nuiM review tlie 
administration of the law in onicr to determine whetlirr the policies 
and the statutes should l>e changed. Day in and tl.ty tnit tins work 
must be done in coiintlc.ss fields. ProinisaK now he hire (a ingress 
exemplify the broad sco|se of work. Among (lending pro|ios.ds arc 
the international monetary structure, foreign trade policy, nonomic 
stabilization, appropriations for war, tax jxiHcy, um jiqiloyincnt com- 
pensation and full employment. 

No business concern or private organization wouUI even aitemjit to 
hire top-flight executives or ativisors at the level of salaries wliich 
pre.scntly prevails in the American Congress. 

Therefore, the salaries of members of (amgrr^s should lie uurrasrd 
to a level more in line with the )oh they arc eallcil u|i«n to do. It will 
not be possible or wise to do this all at once. ’I'lic .idjustment of Cam* 
grcssional salaries at present sliouUl lie in the full amount consistent 
with the Little Steel formula and other stabilization criteria by which 
the government controls salaries and wages in private industry. When 
these wage and salary controls arc lifted, Congressional salaries should 
l>e increased to at least $15,000. 

Sincerely yours, 

HAiuty S. *r»UMAM 

kote: This is the text of itienticai Icitcri Senate, and to the f itmorablr Sam Ray- 
addressed to the Honorable Kenneth burn. Speaker of the House of Repre- 
McKeliar, Pfesident pro tempore of the leniaiives. 


60 TTie President’s News Oiritfcrcncc of 
June 13, 1945 

THE PEESI0ENT. [i.] Wcll, thc fifst thing I want to tell you about is 
that I called Mr. Hull yesterday, and asketl him to go to San Francisco 
with me for thc closing of thc conference, whenever that takes place. 
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And he said he would like very much to go, but he thought it would 
be too strenuous a trip to be the first tiling he would do after he gets 
right out of the hospital. 

1 wish he could have come. I wish he could go. 

[2.] I sent down the name of former Governor William H. Wills — 
W-i-l-l-s—of Vermont to be a member of the Federal Communications 
Commission. He will succeed Norman S. Case, whose term expires 
on June 30, lt*s just a case of one Republican taking the place of an- 
other. \Lattghia’] Vermont is surely a Republican State, so they 
couldn't accuse me of playing politics up there, [ Laughter] 

[3.1 I have another announcement I think I ought to make — ^it has 
already been announced — but John Snyder put a draft on Ed McKim 
to get him away from me for a special job, and I guess I’ll have to let 
him go for the time being. 

Q. Will he go out of the city, sir ? Wouldn’t he leave the city on 
that job? 

THE nuuiiDEhrr. No. He is going over to the office over here. He 
will probably have to go out of the city for some special reason if Mr. 
Snyder wants him to, but his headquarters will be here. 

[4.] 1 wanted to say a word about the Office of War Information. 

**ln my judgment, the things being done by the Office of War Infor- 
mation need to be done, in the interest of a nation still fighting a war 
which is far horn over, and which the people need to know is far from 
over. OWFs work in both the domestic and the foreign field is now 
being performed by a trained, integrated, and experienced organiaation. 
To aholisb some of its major functions, while the war is on, would be a 
mistake, li would be equidly a mistake to attempt a hurried redistribu- 
tion of those functions among ocher agencies which are not now trained 
or equipped to undertake them.'* 

1 am hoping that the Congress will restore the budget climate for 
thay oeganszatmn. 

[5.] For the parade on the day that we welcome General Eisen- 
hewer, 1 have indicated that the departments and agendes may, in their 
dsacredon, permit employees whose services can be spared to leave work 
widiout charge of annual leave for such period as may be necessary for 
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the purpose of participating in the city’s welcoming of General Eisen* 
hower between the hours of 1 1 a.m. and 3 p.m. 

I don’t think wc could do too much to show our appreciation of 
General Eisenhower. That’s the reason for that arrangement. 

[6.] Now, the thing that you arc somewhat interested in, I think, 
is Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Davies. They both returned, and I iust want 
to say a short word as to the background for that, and then you can 
ask me questions, and I will answer them if 1 am able to. 

**In order to secure an interchange of views more tatisfaaortly and 
quickly than by cable, I sent Mr. Hopkins to Moscow and Mr. Davies 
to London. Their discussions covert the arrangements for the time 
and place of the meeting of Prime Minister Churchiir* 

Q. Will you go a Ultlc slow, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. — “of Ptimc Minister Churchill, Marshal Stalin, 
and myself, as to what would be most convenient for all three.” 

Ready for me? 

Q. Yes^ sir. 

THE PRESIDENT. **Since their return, Mr. Hopkins and Mr. Davies have 
made their reports to me. The results have been completely satisfactory 
and gratifying. 

**The ail important thing which confronts tu is that the unity, mutual 
confidence, and respect which resulted in the military victory should 
be continued to make secure a just and durable peace.** 

Q. Can we have that again, please, Mr. Presidem? 

THE PKBsmBNT. The last paragraph? 

Q. The ail important thing. 

THE pRBsiDBNT. **The all important thing which coo fe tmts us is that 
the unity, mutual confidence, and respect which resulted in the military 
victory should be continued to make secure a }uit and durable peace.** 

In other words, Mr. Churchill, Mr. Stalin, and the President ol the 
United States must be able to meet and talk and trust each ocher, in 
that we want to bdieve that each of us wants a Just and dunble peace. 
Ihat b one the leasom for the prdUmaiy vitits of Mr. Hopkins and 
Mr. Davies with those two gendemen. 
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Q. Mr. President, has — can you say that a definite time and place 
has l»ccn set for the Big Three meeting? 

Tiia i*M£sii>fiNT. It has, but i can’t announce it, and won’t, until we 
arrive there. 

Q. Mr . President, docs the success of these missions extend to other 
things besides arrangements for the Big Three meeting? 

THE PEESIDBNT. YcS. 

Q. TTic Polish situation? 

THE pREsmENT. The Polish situation, yes. 

Q, Have you been advised, sir, that one of the London Poles already 
has rciccted the itiviudon to Moscow? * 

THE PEEsmiNT. No. 1 hadn’t heard that. 

Q. Can you tell us anything about the release of the i6 Poles at 
that— • 

THE PiEstMNT. 1 wUL That was one of the tilings that I sent Mr. 
Hopkins to Moscow for, and conversations were had on that subject. 
No conclusions have as yet been reached, but every effort is being made 
in behalf of thoMs i6 Poles by both the American Government and the 
British Government. 

Q. Mr. President, in San Francisco some weeks ago, when the arrest 
of the Polish leaders was first revealed, the Secretary of State said that 
negotiations for working on the new government could not proceed 
until the question of why they were arrested was cleared up. Has that 
position bm changed? 

THa ptuiuaMT. That position has been modified, let us say, and I 
think that we are on a road to a complete settlement; but I want to 
make no statements that will in any way embarrass the Russian 
Government. 

Q, Mr. President, 

TKX nuisioaNT. At least, we are in a much better position now than 


to* JWM IS tlM WMIt Boom rUMUMid m ■taMntat Uttla* tta« oT Uw 

Potiaii rmirtntffit OsmaMot and Polish SMSoeratSe 1— In PolaaS sad ahroad who had 
hao* lavltad ta Maaaaw fhr WHUMltatloaa ooBoarataf tha raorsaalaaUim aC tha ProvlatoBal 
Oovaraaaat oC P^aad oa a Ihroadar danoeratle baala. Tha aUtaiaaat, lasaad alBaltaBaooalr 
la WaahtacPHi. twMtoa, aa4 Moaeow. la paUtahad 1« tha ZlatpartaMat od Stata BaUatia 
(aaL tt. 9. MM*}. 
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we were before Mr. Hopkins went to Moscow, ami Mr. Davies went 
to London. 

Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Pauley’s statement on reparations, indicat- 
ing the very firm American stand of our Ciovcrnmcnt, have any effect 
on the Russian’s position? 

THE PRESIDENTT. That matter had not been discussed with the Russian 
Government. 

Q. Mr. President, will Mr. Hopkins go to 

THE PRESIDENTT. I don’t know what effect it had. 

Q. the Big Three meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Paulcy set out the position which he was in- 
structed to take when he left here. 

What was your question here? 

Q. Will Mr. Hopkins be going to the Big Three meeting, Mr. 
President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs,hewi!!. 

Q. Mr. Byrnes? 

THE PRESIDENT. YcS. 

Q. Mr. President, do you plan to tak e 

THE PRESIDENT. Admiral Leahy will, also. 

Q. Mr. Davies? 

THE PRESIDENT. So Will Secretary Stettinius. 

Q. Mr. Davies? 

THE PRESIDENT. ! hadn’t talked to Mr. Davies about it until his health 
permits. I may ask him to go. He hasn’t been well, nor Mr. Hopkins, 
so that is contingent on both their physical conditions. 

Q. l>o you plan to take any congressional leaders to the Big 
Thr e e 

THE PRESIDENT. I do nOt. 

Q. Who else will go, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can’t name the others. All the Combined Chiefs 
of Staff will be there, I can say that much. 

Q. Did I understand you to say you won’t announce the place until 
after the arrival there ? 

THE PRESIDENT, Ycs, that IS correct. 
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Q. 1 here is a story this morning that the meeting would be secret, 
that no newspaper reporters would be permitted 

THE PEESIOE)^. That is correct. 

Q. to be there. 

THE miEsioENT. That is correct. 

Q. The meeting will be secret? 

THE PEEStOENT. WcU, it wiU not be public, such as this one is. 
[Laughter] There will be no reporters or press conferences at that 
meeting. 

Q. Will there be any reporters at the meeting ? 

THE niEsiDENT. No, thcTC will not be. 

Q. Did you say the Combined Chiefs of Staff will be there? 

TitE PRESIDENT. Ycs. All OUT mcmbcTs will be there. I can’t speak 
for the other countries, but 1 guess 

Q. Do you know what continent it will be held 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t Want to answer any questions in regard to 
that trip. 

Q. Mr. Preridenty has there been any change in American policy 
which has caused the Russians to change their position on the Polish 
issue? 

THE PRESOSENT. No. There has been no change in the American 
policy. There has been a very pleasant yielding on the part of the 
Russians to tome of the things in which we are interested, and 1 think 
if we keep our heads and be patient, we will arrive at a conclusion; 
because the Rusrians are Just as anxious to get along with us as we are 
with them. And 1 think they have showed it very conclusively in 
these last conversations. 

Q. Mr. President, could you tell us what the Russian chief staff 

THE PiBsmaNT. Tony,' you had better ask Mr. Stalin about that. 
[lamghter'l 

Q. You said Comlnned 

TUB psasmtirr. That is up to him. If he wants it, he will be there. 

Q. Mr. PresidetttiOn this no reporters, you will recall that on previous 
occasbns all these meetings have been announced to the world by some 
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sources other than American sources first. Have you given any thought 
to thatP 

THE PRESIDENT. That Will not bc done. I think the American re- 
porters will bc given an exactly equal chance with all the rest, but these 
conferences can't bc held in the limelight because we are trying to get 
ready for a peace conference, 

Q. Yes, sir. 

THE PRESIDENT. ^and that is my obicctive. 

Q. On other occasions, tlic news has been diluted by getting out in 
advance before official 

THE PRESIDENT. With everything that I am capable of doing, 1 will see 
that that does not happen this time, if I can prevent it. 

Q, Mr. President, will White House Press Secretary Mr. Rots go 
with you? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc Will, that IS Certain. 

Q. Mr. President, anything new this week regarding the status of 
Secretary Stettinius ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hotlung ncw. Status hasn't changed. [Umghter] 

Q. You said he was going to the conference ? 

THE PRESIDENT, fust kccp OH asking. He is going to the conference. 
[Xjoughterl 

Q. For how long, Mr. President ? [More femghier] 

Q. Mr. President, do we still recognize the London Polish Govern- 
ment? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wc ZTC Still rccognizuig dw Loodofi Polish Govern- 
ment. 

[7.3 Q. Mr, President, 1 would like to ask a c|uestk»i about General 
Eisenhower* There is a story from Paris this momlng which says 
there's a flurry of nsmtEE that Eisenhower may not return to Europe. 
Is there any truth in that, sir ? 

THE pRSsroENT. That didn’t start here. [JLmgkter] 

[8.3 Q. Mr. President, what was the--^liat would hc the poddoa 
of the London Polish Government, after die ptovtaonal PoEili Oovem- 
ment is set up as a result oi the Moscow oonversadoiis? 

THE pRBsmBNT. If the Government of Unity, I bdseve they ofl In 
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Pub ml IS set up and agreed to by the British Government, and the 
United States Government, and the Russian Government, the London 
Government will go out of existence. 

Q, Mr. President, docs the date of the conference fall within the 40 
days that you mentioned last week ? 

THE WtESIOENT. YCS, It doCS. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that if the Polish Government is set up, 
that the Polish Government will be — the London Polish Government 
will go out? 

THE i>iiEsti>Em‘, Isn’t that the purpose of the meeting that is being held 
on Friday — to set up this government? That’s right. That’s correct. 

[p.| Q. Mr. President, Jusdee Jackson said in his report that he 
favored the trial of the German General Staff. What is your position 
on punishment of members of the General Staff ? 

THE PEBSIDENT. What IS my posidon on what ? 

Q. The punishment for the German General Staff? 

TMi PRisiSKBNT. Well, that matter of punishment will have to be 
by the trial courts and the prosecutors. I am not in a posidon 
to say what thdr punishment should be. That would be judging them 
in advance, and they have not been tried. 

[10,1 Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Hopkins* work in Russia result 
directly in a change of the Rusdan posidon on the veto tjucsdon at San 
Francisco? 

TKi ffamaiNT. Yes, I think it did. It did. Categorically, it did. 

[ii.l Q. Mr. Preadent, have you any comment at all on the FEPC 

situatson? 

THB raasnaNT. The mdy comment X have to make is that X am sin- 
cerely hopeful that tihe House will give the House itself a chance---the 
Rules will give the House a chance to vote on this quesdon. 

That is what we are ask ing . 

[la.] Q. Mr. President, have you rebuked Mr. Ho{ddns for saying 
Russian women were more beautiful th a n Amcncan? [XMu^hscr"^ 

vstt vaassoamr. X gomg to let Mbr. Hopkins speak ^or himself on 
that. I think he was misquoted. [Lmgkter} 

Q. Can you (xanment on the Wherry amendment? 
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THE PRESIDENTT. What ? 

Q. Can you comment on the Wherry amcndmcni — on the OPA 

bill? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ii*s a bad amendment, and I hope the House will 
throw it out, 

[14.] Q. What will happen if the I^ndon Poles, which were desig- 
nated to join this Government of Unity, refuse to join it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wcll, this is noi a government now, and they arc 
being asked to join a conference in Moscow, to set up a government. 
Then, unless they agree, there won't be any government set up. So 
that, I think, answers your question ? 

Q. Mr. President, can we assume that the first act of the new Polish 
Government of Unity will be to hold a free, democratic election now— 
with the old formula ? 

THE PRESIDENT. 1 hope SO. That U thc rcason foT Setting it up. 

[ 15.] Q. Mr. President, on several occasions Mr. Grew hu deplored 
the fact that the American newspapers don't get more anforroatton by 
direct reporting within the Russian spheres of influence and occupation. 
Did Mr. Hopkins ask that that situation be *%roke** down a little more ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wc are exploring— we are working on that now. 

[z6.] Q. Mr. President, you said that if the London people don't 
go to this conference, in order to help set up a new government, no 
new government would be set up— 

THE PRESIDENT. No, DO. I Said If they did not agree after they got 
there. They're going. Don’t you worry about that. They're going. 
[Laughterl 

Q. Do you mean that they have veto power over— Eng^and^ — 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I>on*t get this thing tanked up now. What 
we are trying to do is to get the sttisadon worked out that has been 
causing us a lot dF embairassment. And for God's take, don't you go 
muddying it all up so as to make it worsel We have made arrange- 
ments so that all these faetkau can get together, the premnt Mish 
Government, the people in Pdand who are not in the Polish Govern- 
ment, and the pet^le in London, to see s£ they can't att do wn work 
out a government that will be satis£actory to Maud. Now, that's 
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what tliis conference is for. We have succeeded in getting that far. 
But don't upset the applecart. Say we have made some progress and 
that I believe that we can get results that will do what we want, which 
is a free Polish Government. 

Q. Isn't it true that no member of the present exiled government 
in London has been invited to go to Moscow for these discussions? 

TtiE PRESIDENT. That b truc. 

Voices from the back of the room; Thank you, Mr. President. 
Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. [Laughterl 
THE pRisEDENT. YouVc entirely welcome. 

NOT#: Prondent Truman's twelfth news OflSdai Reporter noted that Senator 
etinfcrence was held in hit office at the Green of Rhode Island was a guest at 
White I louse at 10:35 «♦»»»• Wednes- thb conference, 
day, June 13, 1945. The White House 

6 1 Citadofi Accompanying Medal for Merit Honoring 
Rudolph Forster. June z6, 2945 

CITATION TO ACXX»MPANY THB AWARD OF THE 
MEDAL POE MERIT 
TO 

MR. RUDOLPH FORSTER (DECEASED) 

HE SERVED hu Government faithfully, intelligently, and modestly 
for a period which spanned almost a third of our national exbtence, 
assbdng eight Presidents through peace and war, through good times 
and bad, in the solution of the multitude of administrative problems, 
related to every branch of a great Government's activities, which find 
their way to the White House; he dbtinguished himself, from the be- 
ginning of the present emergency, by outstanding success in expediting 
critical decisions and actions when every minute gained was impewrtant 
in the over-all strati^ of the war; and he thereby rendered a service 
of incalculable value to all of hb fellow citizens. 

FkANXLiN D. Roosbvblt 

Norm: Pf«ndait Truawm the bert of Mr. Forster’s farnUy. Mr. 

Rsmud m. R oeresnony atteadled by mem- Forster served in tibe White House brom 


RSMI— •! 
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March 5, 1897, umil his death on July 7, 
1943, at which time he was Executive 
Clerk in charge of the While House 
staff. The release accompanying ihe ci- 
tation stated that President Roosevelt 


signed the citation some ttmc before his 
death, but that an c^portuntiy to make 
the presentation did ncx arise before he 
left Washington for the last time. 


62 Statement by the President on Driving Safety. 
fune 18, 1945 

MOTORISTS throughout the Nation will get an increase in their gaso- 
line rations this week. This means more traffic on our streets and high- 
ways and more danger of accidents with loss of life and destruction of 
property. 

Upon every man and woman who drives an automobile rests the re- 
sponsibility of helping to avert this danger. Each can do his part by 
driving safely and by keeping his car in good operating condition. 

The average automobile in use today is nearly twice as old as the 
average car on the highways before the war. Its mechanical condition 
is likely to be poor. Its tires are worn and often weak. Its brakes may 
be faulty. The International Association of Chiefs of Police advises 
me that a recent check-up showed one of every seven cart inspected in 
the United States and Canada had brakes that failed to meet minimum 
safety requirements. 

By keeping his car in safe operating condition and by driving it with 
the utmost care, every motorist can help in relieving our serious tram- 
portadon problem and thereby aid further in the whole war effort. 

I am confident, in urging law enforcement officers everywhere to 
continue and increase their effcxrts, that all our people will give their 
full cooperadon and support. 

63 Spedai Message to the Congress on the Succession to dbe 
Presidency. June 19, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

I think that this is an appropriate dme for the Congress to reeumine 
the quesdon of the Presidendd succesrion. 
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I Ilf ({ucsiion is of great importance now because there will be no 
elected \'ice I’resitlciu for almost four years. 

'rhe existing statute governing the succession to the office of President 
was enacted in 1886. Under it, in the event of the death of the elected 
Presidetu ami Vice President, members of the Cabinet successively fill 
the office. 

Pacli f»f these Cabinet members is appointed by the President with 
the ativicc anti consent of the Senate. In effect, therefore, by reason of 
the tragic tlcaih of the late President, it now lies within my power to 
nominate due person wiio would be my immediate successor in the 
event of my own death or inability to act. 

1 do not Ixflicvc that in a democracy this power should rest with the 
Chief Executive. 

In so far as possible, the office of the President should be filled by 
an elective officer. There is no officer in our system of government, 
besides the President and Vice President, who has been elected by all 
the voters of the country. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives, who is elected in Ms 
own district, is also clectedi to be the presiding officer of the House by a 
vote of all the Representatives of all the people of the country. As a 
result, 1 believe that the Speaker is the official in the Federal Govern- 
ment, whose selection next to that of the President and Vice President, 
can be most accurately said to stem from the people themselves. 

Under the law of 1792, the President Pro Tempore of the Senate 
followed the Vice President in the order of succession. 

The President Pro Tempore is elected as a Senator by his State and 
then as presiding officer by the Senate. But the members of the Senate 
are not as closely tied in by the elective process to the people as are the 
members of the House of Representatives. A completely new House is 
elected every two years, and always at the same time as the President 
and Vice President. Usually it is in agreement politically with the 
Chief Executive. Only one third of the Senate, however, is elected with 
the President and Vice President. The Senate might, therefore, have 
a majonty hostile to the policies of the President, and might conceivably 
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fill the Presidential office with one not in sympathy with the will of the 
majority of the people. 

Some of the events in the impeachment proceedings of President 
Johnson suggested tlic possibility of a hostile Congress in the future seek- 
ing to oust a Vice President who had Ixrcorac President, in order to 
have the President Pro Tempore of the Senate become the President. 
This was one of the considerations, among several others, which led to 
the change in 1886. 

No matter who succeeds to the Presidency after the death of the 
elected President and Vice President, it is roy opinion he should not 
serve any longer than until the next Congressional election or until a 
special election called for the purpose of electing a new President and 
Vice President. This period the Congress should fix. l*hc individuals 
elected at such general or special election should then serve only to 
fill the unexpired term of the deceased President and Vice President. 
In this way ^ere would be no interference with the normal four>year 
interval of general national elections. 

1 recommend, therefore, that the Congress enact legislation placing 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives first in order of succession 
in case of the removal, death, resignation or inability to act of the Presi- 
dent and Vice President. Of course, the Speaker should res^n as a 
Representative in the Congress as well as Speaker of the House before 
he assumes the office of President. 

If there is no qualified Speaker, or if the Speaker fails to qualify, 
then I recommend that the succession pass to the President ProTesnpoce 
of the Senate, who should hold offi^ untU a duly qualified Sp^er 
is elected. 

If there be neither Speaker nor President Pro Tempore qualified to 
succeed on the creation of the vacancy, then the succession might pass 
to the members of the Cabinet as now provided, until a duly qualified 
Speaker is elected. 

U the Congress deddes that a special electkxi should be held, then 
I lecommend that it provide for such eketson to be held as soon after 
the death ca* disqualification of the IMdem and Vice President as 
practicable. The method and procedure for holding such qpedal dec- 
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tion should be provided nov7 by law, so that the election can be held 
as expeditiously as possible should the contingency arise. 

In the interest of orderly, democratic government, I tirge the Congress 
to give its early consideration to this most important subject. 

Hasry S. Truman 

note: On July 18, 1947, the President of the President in case of the removal, 
approved Public Law 199, 80th Con- resignation, death, or inability both of 
gress (61 Stat. 380), providing for the the President and the Vice President, 
performance of the duties of the office 


64 The President’s News Conference at Olympia, 
Washington. June 21, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. RoSS 

Mr. Ross: Ladies and gentlemen, the same rules will prevail here 
as prevail at the Washington press conferences; that is to say, if the 
President says anything that is off the record, that means it may not 
be used at all. Anything else may be used, but may not be directly 
quoted; it may be paraphrased. For example “he said that,** but it may 
not be put within quotation marks. If, however, he says that a particu- 
lar thing may be quoted, then of course it may be. Generally speaking, 
what he says must be paraphrased, not put in quotation marks. That*s 
all. 

THE PRESIDENT. All right. 

[i.] The first thing I want to announce to you is that since the time? 
of the closing of the San Francisco Conference has been extended over 
to next Tuesday, as announced from San Francisco last nighty we will 
stop for 3 hours in Portland. We will leave here at 10 o*cIock Monday 
morning and arrive in Portland around ii, and try to leave there about 
12:30 or I o*clock, so as to arrive in San Francisco at 4 o’clock on Mour 
day afternoon. That is for the reason that we feel we should pay visits 
to all the three Western States, and we have been urged for sometime 
by the people in Portland, and by the Portland Oregonian, to stop there. 

I have a telegram this morning from Lew Wallace, C^airmqn of the 
Democratic Committee of Oregon— I don’t know whedber he is any 
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kin to the fellow that wrote Ben Hur or iu»i, Init he %igni his lumc 
the same way — [laugbfer]--^*! am very .tUiut your i hour 

stopover in Oregon. As Dcmocmtic Naritmal (4>mtiiitiecman repre- 
senting the Pacific senior State of this Northwest "— around 
at Governor Wdlgren^and “it h itiy full duty to sirenucntsly 

urge this stopover. Bring Mon along. Wc like him too." f Laughter] 

The San Francisco Conference seems to have accompitthed its pur- 
pose, and as I told you before, the reason for the delay has been technical, 
and the fact that so many translations have to Ik; made cm the treaty 
and the translations have to he agreed on by .ill the interpreters. 
That is taking more time for the details than was anticipated, and that 
is the reason for the 2-day delay; but I am very happy that the Confer- 
ence has been a success, and all that W'e aniieipatctl that it would lie. 

[2.] I want to read you just a short statement, which 1 will read 
very slowly, on how I feel about the Senate approval of the renewal 
of the trade agreements. 

Mr. Ross: Mr. President, may I interrupt ? TTiis may be quoted. 

THE PRESIDENT, This may be quoted directly, that’s right. 

“The action of the Senate in approving the legtslaticm to renew and 
strengthen the Trade Agreements Act——** 

Q. Hold it a minutcl [Laughter] “The action of the Senate in 
approving?’* 

THE PRESIDENT. “Thc action of the Senate in approving the legisla- 
tion I© renew and strengthen the Trade Agreements Act is indeed 
gratifying” [Pause] All ready? 

Voices: YeSf sir, 

THE PRESIDENT, “thc rcvitalkation**-dicrc*s a I40 woid— "the revital- 
ization this act places the United States squarely behind die princi- 
ples of internationl trade cooperation, which mutt prevail in the 
interests <rf world peace and econcmuc well-being. Tracks cooperatiofi, 
however, must go hand in hand with mcsietary and financial coopera- 
tion, I am confident that the Senate will also take fa wi f u blf * m f f km 
Wocxls It^islailon dealing with these dbadly nduxxl 

subjects.” 

I was informed last night that the final voce on pa—ai|y* of 
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was 54 21, which is very j^ratifying indeed. That is more than two- 

thiriis» and a inajority is all that was necessary. 

f^.] I had an interview yesterday afternoon with the Governor of 
Alaska anvl Senator Magnuson, and discussed the completion of the 
Alaska highway up througli the “Trench.” It requires a connection of 
about <joo miles to make that road complete from here to Fairbanks. 

Q. Six imndred miles? 

THE PRKSIOKNT, Six hundred miles. It’s a 600-milc gap to fill. It is, 
I think, absolutely essentia! that this construction be considered as a 
postwar project in which C'anada, British Columbia, and the United 
States arc all llirec interested. Senator Magnuson and Governor Gruen- 
ing arc very much iniercstctl in this program, and I think I will re- 
vitalize the Commission w'hich has had that under consideration, and 
try to fintl a wav ttJ have that road constructed. It will require the 
CfXkperatittn of .all tliree (Jovernmems to do it. Of course, the State 
of Washington and the Pacific Coast are vitally interested in that con- 
nection, ami from the standpoint of the State of Missouri, so are we. 
ILaugAter] Senator Magnuson was on that Commission before, and 
! think the Governor was, too. It’s a good project, and I shall support it 

Now, gentlemen, if you have any questions you want to ask, I will 
try to answer. 

W Q. Mr. President, there are stories in the eastern papers this 
morning getting rid of Mr, Ickes again, saying that Cap Krug is his 
possible successor. Do you anticipate any change in the post ? 

THE PEESiPENT. No, I don’t. That’s the first I heard of it, and it*s 
newt to me. I haven’t discussed it with Mr. Ickes at adl. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, a lot of people out here are interested in 
CVA. Have you any comment on that ? 

THE PMESIDENT. In what ? 

Q, The Columbia Valley Authority. 

Tf4EE pEssioENT. Ycs. I am interest^ in it. I think the junior Senator 
from Washington, Mr. Hugh Mitchell, has introduced a bill for the 
Columbia Valley Authority, and I am for it. 

m Q. Mr. President, arc there any other Cabins: changes in 
pcoipect? 
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the FREsrosm'. None immediately anticifxated. 

Q. You told us to keep asking about Sicitiniui. We will ask you 
agam> sir? 

THE PRESIDENT, That’s all right. No change is contempUted immedi- 
ately. I will let you know when that — anything of the kind takes placei 
with regard to any members of the Cabinet, 1 hope in picanty <rf lime, 
so that you can get it in the paper. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, is there any contemplated change in the dis- 
charge system, the lowering of the draft, or discharge ages ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Nonc that I know of. That is strictly a military affair, 
and will be handled by the War and Navy f>cpanmcnts without inter- 
ference from me. 1 think they have hamllcil it. so far, in good shape. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, could you tell us anything about your plans 
for General Eisenhower ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havc DO plans except that General Eisenhower is 
going back to finish his job in Germany. General Ei s e n hower is en- 
tided to most anything he wants, and 1 want to help him get it. 
[Laugkter'l He is a grand gentleman, and an able leader, and a diplo- 
mat as well. An unusual combination in a military man. 

Q. Mr. President, how long do you suppose it will be required for 
General Eisenhower to remain in Germany ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Vour gucss ts as good as mine. 1 don't know. That 
is one of the things that wilt be settled at the conference of the Big 
Three, I hope. 

Q. Mr. President, at the future meeting of the Three, do you 
consider Olympia as a suitable meeting place ? 

THE P&EsiDBNT. It Will bc an ideal place. [Lmtgkter^ 

Q. Is there anything new on any Big Three plans that you could tell 

us? 

THE EREstDENT. No. I dott't luiow of E thing that I can annomice on 
it now. 

[9.] Q. Have you decided deBnitely whether it will bc possible 
to make the Mackinac Governors’ Conference ? 

THE PRESIDENT. WcH, duc to this cxtcndcd stay out here, and the fact 
that the situation in Missouri is one in which 1 must take a part, the 
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Governors’ Conlerence may be in some doubt at present, but I am going 
to still try to make it, if I can. That will depend altogether on the 
business situation from the Presidential standpoint in Washington, by 
the lime I get through in Independence. Although I am in close touch 
with everything that is going on back in Washington, it may be neces- 
sary for me to be present personally in Washington to sign jfwipers 
and things of that sort. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, Mr, Hoover issued a lengthy statement 
about the food situation last night. He said that he thought the con- 
trols on meat distribution and meat prices had broken down com- 
pletely. What is your reaction to that, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. WcU, I don’t carc to make any comment. When the 
Pood Administrator takes charge, ! think things will straighten out 
automatically. 

[11.] Q. Is there any iikeUhood of your visiting Fort Lewis while 
you are here? 

THE PREsmiNT. Only by proxy. My military aide probably will go 
over there. I have visited Fort Lewis and nearly every camp in the 
United States at one time or another within the last years, and 
while 1 would like to visit Fort Lewis, the Governor and I l^ve other 
things in contemplation besides inspection trips. [iMughterl 

Q. What about Seattle, Mr. President? Will you viat there? 

[ ix] THE nuBsnsNT. Well, I looked at Seattle from the air, and as I 
say, 1 visited Seattle on a number of occasions, and 1 think 1 am entitled 
to just a few days* vacation, and I would like to spend a vacation in 
Seattle, so far as that is concerned, but Olympia Is a lovely place. 
[ljmghier\ 

[13*] Q* Mr. President, touching on the food situation again, do 
you think the food situation will unprove a great deal when the new 
Administrator takes over? 

THE PSBSID8NT. There isn’t any question about that. We are working 
on that oonstantly all the time. This is no reflection on the present 
Administrator, who would straighten it out under him fust the same. 
We are worki^ constantly on it, and I hope we will get it straightened 
out, Mr. Hoover was helpful in the oonvefsations I had with him on 
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the subject, and I appreciated what he hatl to say. I haven't read his 
statement; therefore, that is the reason I can't comment on it. 

[14.] Q. Mr. President, will your visit to Portland be limited to the 
airport, or will you go into the city proper ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Just Speaking as I anticipate the thing, we will pre^ 
ably land at Portland about ii o’clock and if they want to take a drive 
through the streets for a half hour or an hour, whatever they think 
is necessary, I can probably do that, and then come hack and get aboard 
the plane and go on to San Francisco. It's just a courtesy call on the 
part of the President, on account of the urgings we had from the various 
people in Oregon, due to the fact that they claim to be the senior State 
in the Northwest. {Laughter] How about that ? 

Governor Wallgren: Too many arguments taking care of Missouri. 

Q. Going to pay respects ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. That is the intention exactly. 

Q. Reversing the process ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Rcvcrsing thc proccss. [Laughter] 

\ * 5-1 Q* Mr. President, could you give us some comment on Ad- 
miral Nimitz’ statement this morning, that the Japs have finally been 
completely defeated at Okinawa ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That IS all I know about it. That is only the — what 
the Admiral has said, and I of ccRirse am very happy that they are 
finally defeated. I understand that there are still some mopping-up 
operations that will be required, just as always is the case; but we are 
in complete possession of Okinawa, and it will be the base from which 
we will make it more “pleasant” for the Japanese in Japan. 

[ 16.] Q. Mr. President, is there any possibility oi a single control of 
food prices and food administration generally ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That IS what we arc trying to arrive at now. I hope 

SO. 

Reporter; Thank you, Mr. President. {Some hurried esatt] 

THE PRESIDENT. YouVc wdcomc. It*8 nicc to be with you. 

Q. Mr. President, may we have an afterthought? Did you mean to 
say that prices and food control would be under one head ? 

TOE PREsiDiNT. No, HO. I meant 
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Q. Misunderstanding? 

THE PRESIDENT. I didn't mean to convey that thought at all. I intended 
to have them in balance. That is the objective all the way along. 

NOTfc.; President Truman’s fourteenth lative Building at the State Capitol in 
news conference was held in Governor Olympia at 10 a.m. on Thursday, 
Mon C. Wallgren's ofBce in the Legis> June 21, 1945. 


65 Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill Continuing 
Certain Subsidy Payments, June 23, 1945 

I HAVE SIGNED S. 502, a bill **to permit the continuation of certain 
subsidy payments and certain purchase and sale operations by corpora- 
tions created pursuant to section 5d(3) of the Reconstruction Finance 
CorpcMration Act, as amended) and for other purposes." This bill au- 
thorizes subsidy payments or purcha^s during the fiscal year 1946 in 
amounts necessary to meet obligations incurred in prior years and in 
addition sets maximum limits on subsidy payments and anticipated 
losses from 1946 operations. 

1 have signed this bill because continuance of these subsidy payments 
is essentia] to assure necessary war output and to provide support for 
the stabilization program. 

1 interpret it as the desire oi Ck>ngress that these subsidies shall be 
paid only as long as, and to the extent necessary to secure needed war 
produedon under existing price ceilings. As opportunity permits, there- 
fore, $vkt&Ay programs will be reduced or discontinued as rapidly as 
feasible wit^ the limits of the present laws. Due consideration will 
be given, of course, to the legitimate needs of producers and to the 
deuralnlity of maintaining balance in our national and international 
procureiiient programs. 

Administrative action to curtail copper, lead and zinc subsides under 
the premium price plan would be prevented, however, during the fiscal 
year 1946 by the provisioa which makes all classes of such premiums 
nofKanixllable during that year. If it becomes clear that continuance 
of these payments at present levdb is no longer necessary for war pur- 
I f hall reqiMSt enactment of supplemental legislation whikh would 
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permit a reduction of such unnecessary subsitlics. Wc must make sure 
that subsidies contribute to the essential purposes for which Congress 
authorized them. 

hots; As enacted, S. 50a is Public Law 88, 7^ CTcmjjrew (59 Stai. afni). 


66 Address in San Francisco at the Closing Session of the 
United Nations Conference. June 26, 1945 

Mr, Ckmrman and Delegates to the United Nations Conference on 
International Organization: 

I deeply regret that the press of circumstances when this Conference 
opened made it impossible for me to be here to greet you in person. 
I have asked for the privilege of coming today, to express on behalf of 
the people of the United States our thanks for what you have done here, 
and to wish you Godspeed on your journeys home. 

Somewhere in this broad country, every one of you can find tome of 
our citizens who are sons and daughters, or descendants in some degree, 
of your own native land. All our jpeople are glad and proud that this 
historic meeting and its accomplishments have taken place in our coun- 
try. And that includes the millions of loyal and patriotic Anaericani 
who stem from the countries not represented at this Conference. 

We are grateful to you for coming. We hope you have enjoyed your 
stay, and that you will emne again. 

You assembled in San Francisco nine weeks ago with the high hope 
and confidence of peace-loving people the world over. 

Their confidence in you has been justified. 

Their hope for your success has been fulfilled. 

The Charter of the United Nations which you have just signed is a 
solid structure upon which wc can build a better world. History will 
honor you for it Between the victcay in Europe and the final victory 
in lapan, in this most destructive of all wars, you have won a victory 
against war itself. 

It was the hope of such a Charter that helped sustain the courage of 
stricken peoples through the darkest days of the war. Fmrttisadeclara- 
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tion of great faith by the nations of the earth — ^faith that war is not 
inevitable, faith that jKjace can be maintained. 

If we had had this Charter a few years ago — and above all, the will 
to use it — millions now dead would be alive. If we should falter in the 
future in our will to use it, millions now living will surely die. 

It has already !>ccn said by many that this is only a first step to a 
lasting peace. I’hat is true. The important thing is that all our think- 
ing and all our actions lie based on the realization that it is in fact only 
a first step. Let us all have it firmly in mind that we start today from a 
good beginning ami, with our eye always on the final objective, let us 
march forward. 

The Constitution of my own country came from a Convention 
which—likc this onc~was made up of delegates with many different 
views. Like this Charier, our Constitution came from a free and some- 
times bitter cxcliange of conflicting opinions. When it was adopted, 
no one regarded it as a perfect document. But it grew and developed 
and expanded. And upon it there was built a bigger, a better, a more 
perfect union. 

This Charter, like our own Constitudon, will be expanded and im- 
proved as time goes on. No one claims that it is now a final or a perfect 
instrument. It hat not been poured into any fixed mold. Changing 
world conditions will require readjustments~^ut they will be the read- 
justments of peace ami not of war. 

That we now have this Charter at all is a great wonder. It is also a 
cause fm* profound thanksgiving to Almighty God, who has brought 
us so far in our search for pe.ice through world organization. 

There were many who doubted that agreement could ever be reached 
by these fifty countries differing so much in race and rdigioii, in lan- 
guage and culture. But these differences were all forgotten in one un- 
shakable unity of determinadon— to find a way to end wars. 

Out of all the arguments and disputes, and different points of view, 
a way was found to agree. Here is the spotlight of full publicity, in the 
tradition of liberty-loving people, opinions were expseamd openly and 
freely. The faith ami the hope of fifty peaceful nataims were laid be- 
fore this world forum. Differences were overoome. This Charter was 
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not the work o£ any single nation or group of nations, large or small. 
It was the result of a spirit of give-and-take, of tolerance for the views 
and interests of others. 

It was proof that nations, like men, can state their differences, can 
face them, and then can find common ground on which to stand. That 
is the essence of democracy; that is the essence of keeping the peace in 
the future. By your agreement, the way was shown toward future 
agreement in the years to come. 

This Conference owes its success largely to the fact that you have kept 
your minds firmly on the main objective. You had the single job of 
writing a constitution — 2. charter for peace. And you stayed on that 
job. 

In spite of the many distractions which came to you in the form of 
daily problems and disputes about such matters as new boundaries, con- 
trol of Germany, peace settlements, reparations, war criminals, the form 
of government of some of the European countries — in spite of all these, 
you continued in the task of framing this document. 

Those problems and scores of others, which will arise, are all difficult. 
They are complicated. They are controversial and dangerous. 

But with united spirit we met and solved even more difficult problems 
during the war. And with the same spirit, if we keep to our principles 
and never forsake our objectives, the problems we now face and those 
to come will also be solved. 

We have tested the principle of cooperation in this war and have 
found that it works. Through the pooling of resources, through joint 
and combined military command, through constant stafF meetings, we 
have shown what united strength can do in war. That united strength 
forced Germany to surrender. United strength will force Japan to 
surrender. 

The United Nations have also had experience, even while the fighting 
was stiU going on, in reaching economic agreements for times of peace. 
What was done on the subject of relief at Atlantic City, food at Hot 
Springs, finance at Bretton Woods, aviation at Chicago, was a fair test 
of what can be done by nations determined to live cooperatively in a 
world where they cannot live peacefully any other way. 
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Whai you have accomplished in San Francisco shows how well these 
lessons o£ military and economic cooperation have been learned. You 
have created a great instrument for peace and security and human 
progress in the world. 

The world must now use it! 

If we fail to use it, we shall betray all those who have died in order 
that we might meet here in freedom and safety to create it. 

If we seek to use it selfishly — for the advantage of any one nation or 
any small group of nations — we shall be equally guilty of that betrayal. 

The successful use of this instrument will require the united will and 
firm determination of the free peoples who have created it. The job 
will tax the moral strength and fibre of us all. 

We all have to recognize— no matter how great our strength — that 
we must deny ourselves the license to do always as we please. No one 
nation, no regional group, can or should expect, any special privilege 
which harms any other nation. If any nation would keep security for 
itself, it must be ready and wUling to share security with all. That is 
the price which each nation will have to pay for world peace. Unless 
we are all willing to pay that price, no organization for world peace can 
accomplish its purpose. 

And what a reasonable price that ist 

Out of this conflict have come powerful military nations, now fully 
trained and equipped for war. But they have no right to dominate the 
world. Ic is rather the duty of these powerful nations to assume the 
responsibiUty for leadership toward a world of peace. That is why we 
have here resolved that power and strength shall be used not to wage 
war, but to keep the world at peace, and firee from the fear of war. 

By thdr own example the strong nadons of the world shmild lead 
the way to intemadonal justice. That principle of jusdee is the founda- 
tion stone of this Oiartcr. That principle is the guiding spirit by which 
it must be carried out— not by words alone but by continued concrete 
acts of good will. 

Thete is a dme for making plans— and there is a dme for acdon. 
The time for action is now! I.et us, therefore, each in his own nadon 
nmd jffc off 4 fng tni*»ownway,seekimmed^ateapprovaloft!hisC 3 btarter— 
and make it a living thing. 
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I shall send this Charter to the Unital States Senate at once. ! am 
sure that the overwhelming sentiment of the people of my country and 
of their representatives in the Senate is in favor of tmmctliatc ratification. 

A just and lasting peace cannot be aitainctl by diplomatic agreement 
alone, or by military cooperation alone. Experience has shown how 
deeply the seeds of war are planted by economic rivalry and by social 
injustice. The Charter recognizes this fact for it has provided for eco- 
nomic and social cooperation as well. It has provided for this coopera- 
tion as part of the very heart of the entire compaci- 

It has set up macl^ery of international cooperation which men and 
nations of go^ will can use to help correct economic and social causes 
for conflict. 

Artificial and uneconcnnic trade barriers should be removed — to the 
end that the standard of living of as many people as possible throughout 
the world may be raised. For Freedom from Want is one of the basic 
Four Freedoms toward which we all strive. The large and powerful 
nations of the world must assume leadership in this economic held as 
in all othen. 

Under this document we have good reason to expect the framing 
of an international bill of rights, acceptable to all the nations involved. 
Hiat bill of lights will be as much a part of international life as our 
own Bill of Rights is a part of our Constitution. The Charter is dedi- 
cated to the achievement and observance of human rights and funda- 
mental freedoms. Unless we can attain those objectives for all men 
and women everywhere— without regard to race, language or rcligiofi— 
we cannot have permanent peace and security. 

With this Charter the world can begin to look forward to the time 
when ail worthy human beings may be permitted to live decently as 
free pet^le. 

The world has learned again that natioiis, like individuals, must know 
the truth if they would be free— must read and hear the truth, learn 
and teach the truth. 

We must set up an effective agency for constant and thorough inter- 
change of thought and ideas. For there lies the road to a better and 
more tolerant understanding among nations and mnong peoples. 
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AU Fascism did not die with Mussolini. Hiller is finished — but the 
seeds spread by his disordered mind have firm root in too many fanati- 
cal brains. It is easier to remove tyrants and destroy concentration 
camps than it is to kill the ideas wiiich gave them birth and strength. 
Victory on the battlefield was essential but it was not enough. For a 
good peace, a lasting peace, the decent peoples of the earth must remain 
dctcrminctl to strike down the evil spirit which has hung over the 
world for the last decade. 

Tlie forces of reaction and tyranny all over the world wull try to keep 
the United Nations from remaining united. Even while the military 
machine of the Axis was being tlcsiroycd in Europe — even down to its 
very cml— they still tried to divide us. 

They failed. But they will try again. 

They arc trying even now. To divkle and conquer was — and still 
is — their plan. They still try to make one Ally suspect the other, hate 
the other, desert the other. 

But I know I speak for every one of you when I say that the United 
Nations will remain united. They will not be divided by propaganda 
either before the Japanese surrender — or after. 

This occasion shows again the continunity of history. 

By this Charter, you have given reality to the ideal of that great states- 
man of a generation ago— Wodlrow Wilson. 

By this Charter, you have moved toward the goal for which that 
gallant leader in this second worUl struggle worked and fought and 
gave his life — Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

By this Charter, you have realized the oblectives of many men dE 
vbion in your own countries who have devoted their lives to the cause 
of world organization for {Hrace. 

Upon alt of us, in ail our countries, is now laid the duty of transform- 
ing into action these words which you have written. Upon our decisive 
action rests the hope of those who have fallen, those now living, those 
yet unhorn— the hope for a world of free countries— with decent stand- 
ards of living— which wdll work and cooperate in a friendly civilized 
community of nations. 

This new structure of peace is rising upon strong foundations. 
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Let us not fail to grasp this supreme chance to establish a world-wide 
rule of reason— to create an enduring peace under the guidance of God. 

Nora: The President spoke at the Opera who served as presuknt o( the Cwifer- 
House in San Francisco. His opening ence and as chairman o£ the U.S. dele- 
words “Mr, Chairman” referred to Sec- gatton. 
retary State Edward R. Stettinius, 


67 The Presidents News Conference at Independence, 
Missouri. June 27, X945 

THE PE£sa>ENT. Tius Statement 1 want to make to you, you will ail re- 
ceive mimeographed copies of it, so don't worry ahmt copying it down. 

[x.] This is dated today, at Independence, and it is addressed to the 
Honorable Edward R. Stettinlus, Jr. 

''Dear Ed: On the day after die death of President Roosevelt, you 
submitted to me your resignation as Secretary of State. I asked you 
to continue at your post and to carry out the vitally important assign- 
ment for which you were then completing the last preparations — to act 
as chairman of the United States delegation at the United Nations 
Conference. 

"You accepted that responsibiiity. It was a very grave responsibiUty. 
Upon the success of the San Frandsco Conference depended, first of 
all, the hope that from this war the United Nations could build a lasting 
peace. 

"The San Frandsco CcHiference has now fulfilled its purpose. The 
Charter of a permanent United Nadons has been written. You have 
every reason to be proud of your part in this achievement &mn the 
b^;inmng. 

"At the request of Mr. Hull after the Moscow Conference in 1943 you, 
as Under Secretary of State, organized and directed the prepaiadons for 
Dumbarton Oaks. You were the representative of the United States 
and acted as the c h ai rm a n of the Dumbarton Oaks Conference^ where 
the Proposals were written that became the baas of the Chaxter. You 
were at President Rooaevdt's right hand at Yalta, where luiriber deci- 
saasa on the world <»ganxzation were made and agreement to hold the 
United Nations Conference was reached. 
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“All ihc preparations for the San Francisco Conference were under 
your ilirccti<m. tXiring its deliberations you served not only as chair- 
man of the United States delegation but as President of the Conference, 
charged with the con<luct of its business. The task of guiding die work 
of this Conference of fifty different nations toward unanimous agree- 
ment ujmn the Charter was a difficult one. You accomplished it widi 
skill, unfaltering courage, and success. 

**But the task of fulfilling the promise of the San Francisco Con- 
ference has only Just begun. The Charter must be ratified and the 
United Nations organization brought into being and put to work. It is 
necessary to the future of America and the world that the words of 
this Charter Ixr built into the solid structure of peace for which the 
worUI is waiting and praying. 

*'i can think of no better way to express the confidence of the United 
States in the future of the United Nations than to choose as the Ameri- 
can representative in that task a man who has held with distinction the 
highest appointive office in the Government and has been more closely 
associated with the creadon of the Charter than any other. 

‘*1 have asked you if you would accept nomination as the Representa- 
tive of the United States to the United Nations, when the organization 
is established. As such you would be the United States member of 
the Security Council and chairman of the United States delegation in 
the Genera! Assembly. You have told me that you would accept this 
great responsibility. 

“I therefore now accept your resignation as Secretary of State.* 

**J intend to submit the United Nations Charter to the Senate on 
Monday and to ask for its prompt ratification. You have told me that 
you feel it is of the utmost importance for you, as Chairman of the 
United States delegation, to be immediately available to the Senate for 
whatever assistance and information it needs in connecdon with its 
consideration of the Charter. 

*i wanted you to come with me to the meedng with Marshal Stalin 
and Prime Minister Churchill which will take place next month. But, 

1 11 r. SiMitslM Mrr«4 from Doeonbor 1, UNiS, tbroogb Jam S7, 1948. 
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since I shai! be away during the congressional hearings, I have reluc- 
tantly agreed to your suggestion that you remain in Washington while 
I am away. In that capacity you will represent me before the Senate 
in ail matters relating to the Charter. 

“I also ask you to supervise, as the personal representative of the 
President, the work of the United Stales mcml»crs of the Preparatory 
Commission pending ratihcaiitm of the Charter and your nomination 
as the Representative of the United States to the United Nations. 

*‘I am confident that you will continue to fulfill with honor to your- 
self and with benefit to America and the cause of peace the high trust 
which your country reposes in you.** 

Signed by me. 

Any questions you want to ask ? 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, have you nominated a successor ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That wiU bc done when we get back to Washington. 
Q. Can you tell us who it will be, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Will HOt. 

Q. Is it someone in the Government now, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It IS nOt 

Q. Is it Mr. Byrnes, Mr. President ? [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. That question I cannot answer. 

Q. Wilt Mr. Stetttnius subsequently bc appointed Ambassador to the 
Court of St. lames? 

THE PRESIDENT. HcwillnOt. 

Q. Has he accepted this new post ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc has acccptcd it. It's the highest post in the gift 
of the Government. I don*t see why it shouldn't be an honor to accept 

tL 

Q. When does that take effect, Mr. President, the resignation ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Immediately, It is accepted today. 

Q. Will Mr. Grew continue to serve as Acting Secretary ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That wUl bc up to ihc Secretary of State to say, when 
hc takes over. He will be Acting Secretary just as hc has been when 
Mr. Stettinius is gone. 

Q. Mr. President, you said that you would send up tliis nomination 
146 



Harry S, Truman, 1^4$ June 27 [67] 

for the new successor as soon as you get back to Washington. Docs 
that mean Monday ? 

THEPEEsmENT. Ycs. Monday or Tucsday, probably. 

Q. That means you might be returning 

THE PRESIDENT* I am returning to Washington on Sunday morning, 
and will be home in the afternoon at 2 o’clock, provided the Sacred 
Cow stays in the air. [Laughter] 

Q. Wouldn’t you like to say a few words about your reactions to this 
homecoming f 

THE PRESIDENT. I was overwhelmed with it, of course. All these people 
have seen me two or three times a day, for the last 30 or 40 years. I can’t 
see what there is about me now that would make them turn out like 
they did today. 

Q* Mr. President, can you say anything about your plans on pre- 
senting the Charter to the Senate on Monday ? 

THE PESstoENT. 1 have nothing to say about that, yet. 

Q. Mr. President, could you say who will direct the banking system 
in Germany->under what branch of the Government that would come ? 

THE ptBsmENT. That’s what I am going to try to arrange-Hhat’s the 
reason I am going to Germany. 

Q. Mr. Present, following up the questi<m on the presentation of 
the Charter, can you say whether you will do that in person ? 

THE PRisiDiEKT. I don't Want to say that today. ! haven’t made up my 
mind on it definitely. 

Q. Mr. President, did you say when you would name a successor 
to Mr.Stettinsut? 

THE piBtiiisifr. I will make the announcement in Washington. 

Q. Probably Tuesday, did you say, Mr. President? 

THE pEisiosKr. Probably. 

Q. Who will accompany you to Berlin, Mr. PrcaWlent? 

THE ntsnoBNT. Well, whoever is necessary to carry on negotiations 
for the Government of the United States. 

Q. In that cooneetkm, sir, you had previously announced that Mr. 
Byrnes would go— 

THE PEEsiBBMT. 1 had askicd Mr. Byrnes and Mr* Stettmius, and Mr. 
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Davies, and Admiral Leahy, and Harry Hopkins; and I am going to 
try to take everybody I need to transact the business. 

Q. You arc going to remove Mr. Stetiinius from this trip ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc tcmovcd himsclf. 

Q. Well, Mr. Byrnes is srill in the trip though, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc is. Hc is. ThoTC has been no change except this 
one which ! have announced. 

Q. Mr. President, will Justice Jackson go with you, by any chance? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Jackson is in England now, attending to the job 
to which he was appointed. 

Q. Will hc meet you 

Q. Mr. President, is the new Secretary of Slate going to the Big 
Three meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. 1 hc^ SO. [LaMghter\ 

Q. Mr. President, will Mr. Byrnes 

Q. Do you have a definite date on the meeting yet ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I Will give you 8 dcflntte date when you get 
back to Washington. 

Q. Will Mr. Byrnes go there in the capacity of a private citizen ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Mr. Bymcs is going at my invitation. [Laughter] 

Q. Sir, what was the date that you said you would give us when 
you returned ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thc date of the conference 

Q. Yes, the conference. 

THE PRESIDENT. in EuTOpC. 

Q. Will you have to add to thc list, Mr. President, in order to include 
thenewSeoretary? [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT [Ittughing]* I Can’t answer that questloii. I will have 
to look over the list and see. 

[3.] Q. Mr. PreskJent, there are still persistent reports in Washing- 
ton that Secretary Morgenthau is about to resign. Is riiere anything to 
that, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. As I have told you time and again, I have the resig- 
natim of everybody who eon resign in thc Government^ and I can ac- 
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ccpt them when I get ready, if it’s necessary. I hadn’t thought about 
accepting Mr. Morgen thau’s, however. 

Q. The same go for Mr. Ickes, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. Anybotiy who can resign has resigned to me 
as the new President, as they should. Those who want to stay, may, 
as I have said time and again. Mr. Stettinius is getting a better job. 

[4.1 Q. Mr. President, has anything been done with respect to the 
possible grant-in>aid to Great Britain, which has been discussed ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Nothing has been donc. 

Reporter; Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. All right—all Hght. [Laughter] 

NoTt.: President Truman’s fifteenth that the newspapermen and women 
new* conference was held tn Memorial were seated in chairs around the Presi- 
Hall at Independence at 4 p.m. on dent’s makeshift desk and chair, in 
Wednesday, fune 37, 194^. The White front of the platform. 

House Official Reporter noted that the Before the President began speaking, 
galleries Mwrre filled with visitors, in- the Press Secretary stated the rules gov- 
cluding many children. He also noted erning news conferences as he had done 
that the day was hot and sultry and at the conference at Olympia, Item 64. 


68 Remarks Upon Receiving an Honorary Degree From the 
University dt Kansas City, fune 28, 1945 

Mr, President, members of the Faculty, and Board of Trustees 
of the Umpersity of Kansas Cisy: 

1 can*! tell you how very much 1 appreciate this first honorary degree 
that you have conferred. I appreciate it more than I can tell you. 1 
have been overwhelmed, since 1 have been back in Jackson County, to 
find out just what kind of fellow 1 am. You have been exceedingly kind 
to me. You have absolutely disproved that maxim, that a prophet is not 
without honor save in his own country. You certainly have honored 
me with everythuig possible. 1 hope I can deserve it. 

1 have a ttemendous— a tremendous task, one that I dare not look at 
too closely, for the simjpde reason that it is one that no man can do by 
hunsell. I mutt have the wholehearted— the unqualified support of 
the country, to win the Japanese war, and then to win a peace. 
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And there is one thing we must learn, it has l>ccn a most difficult 
task for us to learn it; and that is that it is absolutely necessary for the 
greatest Republic that the sun has ever shone ujxsn to live with the 
world as a whole, and not by itself. 

It is difficult for us to appreciate the age in which we live. It is an 
attempt at an adjustment in this age that has brought about this terrible 
disaster through which we have just passed in the European situation, 
and through which we are now passing in the PaciAc. 

The night before last, I arrived in Salt Lake City, Utah, at 10 p.m. 
from San Francisco, which ! had left on the same time schedule at 8 pan. 
I left Salt Lake City the next morning after breakfast<»and oh, what 
a breakfast that was! — and arrived in Kansas City, Missouri, in exactly 
three hours and a half. 

My grandfather made that trip time and again from 1846 to 1854, 
and again from 1864 to 1870, and when he made that trip it look him 
exactly 3 months to go, and 3 months to come back. 

That is the age in which we live. The time is coming when that 
trip, in my opinion, will be made in one hour and a half, instead of 
three hours and a half. The time is coming when we will be trans* 
porting the freight of the world, and the express of the world, and the 
mail of the world on a schedule that will be almost up with the travel 
of the earth in its turn on its axis. 

We must become ad justed to that situation. No further from here to 
Salt Lake City, or Salt Lake City to San Francisco, than it was from 
here to Lonejack in Eastern Jackson County, when we used to go to die 
picnics there on the sixteenth of August to celebrate the beginning of 
the Demociatic campaign in the hdl. 

I am anxious to bring home to you that the world is no longer county- 
aze, no longer state-size, no longer nation-size. It is one world, as 
Willkie said. It is a world in which we must all get along. 

And it is my opinion that this great Republic ought to lead the way. 
My opinion b that this great Republic ou|^ to carry out those ideals of 
Wooffirow Wilson and Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

It was my privilege to be present at the signing of the Charter in 
San Francisco, which is the first step toward the accocnplishment of 
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worteJ peace. Back in 1787 and 1788, our forefathers wrote a Constitu- 
tion for thirteen mdependent States, They considered that Constitu- 
tion imperfect. They had to go out on a selling program to get enough 
States to ratify that Constitution to put it into effect. One of those 
thirteen States did not ratify that Constitution until it was actually put 
into effect. 

We arc going to have to ratify this Constitution of San Francisco, and 
1 want to see the United States do it first. 

I am standing here with the degr«! of Doctor of Laws. That means 
that we live, in this country at least, in an age of law and an age of 
reason, an age in which we can get along with our neighbors. 

Now we must do that internationally. It will be Just as easy for na- 
tions to get along in a republic of the world as it is for us to get along 
in the republic of the United States. 

Now, if Kansas and Colorado have a quarrel over a watershed they 
don*t call out the National Guard of each State and go to war over it. 
They bring suit in the Supreme Court and abide by its decision. There 
isn't a reason in the world why we can't do that internationally. 

There were two documents signed at San Francisco. One of them 
was the Charter of the United Nations. The other was the World 
Court. It will require the ratification of both of those Charters, and 
the putting of them into effect, if we expect to have world peace for 
future generackms. 

That is one of the tasks which have been assigned to me. I am ac- 
cepting the reqponsilnUty. I am going to try to carry it out. 

First, we must win the war with Japan, and we are winning it. 

Then, we must win the peace in the world. And unless we lead the 
way, there will be no peace in the WKxrld. 

Again, 1 can't tell you how much I appreciate this privilege, how 
much I af^preciate the htxiCHr. 1 went to the Kansas City School of Law 
for two years and a half. As I told the Alumni this aftemoim, X might 
have be^ able to finish that course in another year and a half— •! say I 
might have been— if it hadn't been for the fact that at that time X was 
I public servant here in Jackson Ckjunty—Judge of the County Court 
for the Eastern District; and I had so many people interested in the 
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welfare of the county who wanted to see me that I coultin'i study law. 

Now I have just about— o!i, I was going to say niaylsc a thousand 
times that many people who arc interested in the wclf.ire of the United 
States, but they have a much more difficult time tlisciissing that with 
me individually than they dk! when I was a County Judge. 

So here I am — on a half-finished course — a Doctor of Laws! And I 
sure appreciate it. I just didn’t know how easy it was going to be to gel 
that degree. I come back here as President of the United States, and 
I get the first honorary degree of Kansas University; and that certainly 
is appreciated by me. 

When I come to Jackson County, I can’t rcaliate that 2 am the Presi- 
dent of the United States. I feel like I am just one of your fellow 
citkens. I see the same faces, and I try to talk to the same pcqple. But, 
you know, there is one thing that I have found it impossible to do, 
and that is to shake hands with and talk to five hundred thousand 
people in 3 days. I just can’t do it, much to my regret. I wish 2 could 
shake hands with everybody here tonight, and listen to your tales of 
woe, if you have one, as ! used to do; but that is impossible. 2 just 
can’t do it. 

So I want you to consider that, because I have come here and have 
seen all of you face to face, that 2 have theoretically shaken hands with 
every one of you, and you can go home and say that you have done it. 

You want me to be physically able to carry out tlus tremendoui task 
that has devolved upon me. I must be physically able to do tfiat; and 
I can’t possibly see everybody and talk to everybody in Jackson Cminty 
and go back to Washington and convince the Senate that they ought to 
ratify this treaty. I know the Senate^ because I worked in the Senate 
for about 10 years. 

Again I want to thank you. I can’t thank you enough. I don’t dare 
to stop and thmk about it, because I would just stand up here and shed 
tears; and that is not what you want to see me do. 1 do appreciate th#*- 
more than I can tell you. 

Thank you very much. 

iwra: Hie President spoke in the Mu- fcired to Oarence R. Decker, pr ee id enr 
ni^pal Auditorium at Kansas City, Mo. of the University. 

His opening words “Mr. President*' re- 
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69 Address Before the Senate Urging Ratification of the 
Charter of the United Nations. July 2, 1945 

Mr, President — it has been a long time since I have said “Mr, President’ 
in this Chamber, and my how I miss itl — and Members of the Senate 
of the United States: 

It is good of you to let me come back among you. You know, I am 
sure, how much that means to one who served so recently in this Cham- 
ber with you. 

You also remember how I was tied down in the last three months I 
was here. I couldn’t speak, except to rule on the parliamentary ques- 
tions; and two or three times I was ruled out of order because I would 
make a speech on parliamentary questions. 

I have just brought down from the White House, and have delivered 
to your Presiding Officer the Charter of the United Nations. It was 
signed in San Francisco on June 26, 1945—6 days ago— by the repre- 
sentatives of 50 nations. The Statute of the International Court of 
Justice is annexed to the Charter. 

I am appearing to ask for the ratification of the Charter, and the 
Statute annexed thereto, in accordance with the Constitution. 

The Charter which I bring you has been written in the name of 
**We, the peoples of the United Nations.” Those peoples — ^stretching 
all over the face of the earth — ^will watch our action here with great 
concern and high hope. For they look to this body of elected repre- 
sentatives of the people of the United States to take the lead in approv- 
ing the Charter and the Statute and pointing the way for the rest of the 
world. 

This Charter and the principles upon which it is based are not new 
to the United States Senate or to the House of Representatives. 

Over a year and a half ago the Senate, after thorough debate, adopted 
the Connally resolution, which contained the essence of this Charter. 
It called for — and I quote from the Coimally Resolution, “a general 
international organization based on the principle of the sovereign equal- 
ity of all peace-loving states, and open to membership by all such 
states, large and small, for the maintenance of international peace and 
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security.*’ That is the end of the quotation from the <^>nn.illv Resolu- 
tion. What I am now presenting to the Senate carries out completely 
this expression of national and international necessity. 

Shortly before that, the House of Representatives p.issetl the I'ul- 
bright resolution, also favoring the creation of international machinery 
with participation by the United States. 

You and the House of Representatives thus hat! a hand in shaping 
the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals, u|xin which the Charter has l»ecn based. 

No international document lias l»cen drawn in a greater glare of 
publicity than has this one. !t has Iwcn the subject <if public comment 
for months. This witlcspreatl discus.sion has creatcii the imprev».i«n in 
some quarters that there were many |wints of disagreentent among the 
United Nations in tlrafting this Charter. Naturally, ntuch more public 
attention was given to the items of tlisagrccmcni than to tlic iictns of 
agreement. You know* if you want to get a headline, you want to fall 
out with some of your friends* and you will always gel it. 'riie fact 
IS tliat there were comparatively few {xsints U|ion which there was not 
accord from the very beginning. Disagreement was retluced to a mini- 
mum— and related more to methods than to principle. 

Whatever differences there were, were finally settled. Tlicy were 
settled by the traditional democratic method of free exchange of opin- 
ions and points of view. 

I shall not attempt here to go into the various provisions of the 
Charter. They have been so thoroughly discussed that 1 am sure you 
are all familiar with them. And they will be so thoroughly discussed 
on this floor that you and the people of the nation will all have a com- 
plete expression of views. I am sure of that. 

In your deliberations, I hope you will consider not only the words of 
tiie Charter but also the spirit which gives it meaning and life. 

The objectives of this Charter arc clear. 

It seeks to prevent future wars. 

It seeks to settle international disputes by peaceful means, in con- 
formity with the principles of justice. 

It seeks to promote worldwide progress and better standards of living. 

It seeks to achieve universal respect for, and observance of, human 
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rights anti fundamental freedoms for ail men and women — without 
distinction as to racc» language, or religion. 

It seeks to remove the economic and social causes of international 
conllict and unrest. 

It is the product of many hands and many influences. It comes from 
the reality of experience in a world where one generation has failed 
twice to keep the peace. The lessons of that experience have been writ- 
ten into this document. 

The choice before the Senate is now clear. The choice is not between 
this Charter and something else. It is between this Charter and no 
Charter at all. 

Improvements will come in the future as the United Nations gain 
experience with the machinery and methods which they have set up. 
For this is not a static treaty. It can be improved — ^and, as the years 
go by, it will be — just as our own Constitution has been improved. 

This Charier points down the only road to enduring peace. There 
b no other. Let us not hesitate to join hands with the peace-loving 
peoples of the earth and start down that road, with God’s help, and 
with Arm resolve that we can and will reach our goal. 

1 urge ratification. 1 urge prompt ratification. 

Thank you. 

NciTt: The President spoke at i pan. in the U.S. Statutes at Large (591 Stot. 
the Srnau; Chamber. 1031). It was approved by the Senate 

The Charter of die United Nations on |dy 38, 1945, and after ratifleation 
toi^her with the Sutute df the Inter* entered into force on Octdier 34, 1945. 
naUotud Court of lustice is printed in 

70 Memoraiuium Reducing the Workweek of Federal 
Employees to 44 Hoiars. Jtdy 3, 1945 

To the heads of Exeeutsae Departments and Agencies: 

The Federal Government has been maintaining a work schedule df 
a six-day, ^S-hour week for both the departmental and field service. I 
believe that the has now come when we should make a change in 
this schedule. 
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It is my desire, therefore, that, with the exception of ihc War De- 
partment, the Navy Department, the Treasury Dejiarimcnt. the Vet- 
erans Administration, the Tennessee Valley Authority, ami the Panama 
Canal, the head of each department and agency establish, eftectivc 
July I, a 44-hour workweek. In the case of the department* above 
named, it is my desire that they examine their various ofscrations very 
carefully and, wherever possible, put into effect a 44-hour workweek. 

If the head of any department or agency other than the War Depart- 
ment, the Navy Department, the Treasury Department, the V'cierans 
Administration, the Tennessee Valley Authority, and the Panama Canal 
feels that it is still necessary for him to maintain a 4B-hour workweek, 
contrary to the general policy above outlined, he should apply to the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget for an exception to this policy. 

It should be clearly understood that reductions in hours of work are 
not to constitute a basis for requests for additional funds or personnel. 

Hamy S. Tkuman 


71 Letter Accepting Resignation of Harry L. Hopkins as 
Special Assistant to the President, fnly 3, 1945 

Dear Harry: 

I am sorry that I cannot persuade you to remain in government any 
longer. 1 diould have lik^ it not only because of the great service 
which you could continue to render to the nation, but also because it 
would have given me great pleasure to have you associated with my 
Administration. 

However, 1 understand fully the reasons which prompted your deci- 
sion-— and 1 do not feel that I can justifiably ignore them. 

There arc few people in the United States who know more fully than 
I the substantial role which you have played in the prosecution of our 
war. I know how much President Roosevelt relied upon you as he 
started the nation on the hard task of preparation to meet aggression 
from abroad. I know how much your efforts counted toward the 
successful carrymg out the Lend-Lease program during the days 
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immediately preceding and following our entry into the war. And I 
know how much your tireless energy had to do with the carrying on of 
the war in all parts of the globe. 

During the earlier days when our nation was recovering from the 
depths of the depression, your participation in government affairs — first 
as administrator of relief activities, and later as Secretary of Com- 
merce — left its beneficial and lasting imprint on the economy of our 
nation. 

1 am sure that you must feel much pride and a deep sense of accom- 
plishment in all your great and patriotic service to our country during 
the last twelve years. 

I know that I shall have to call upon you in the future — and I hope 
that you will soon be fully and completely recovered so that you can 
give me the benefit of your counsel. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

{ Honorable Harry L. Hopkins, The White House} 

Nors: Mr. Ho^ins was appointed of resignation, dated July 2, 1945, was 
Speda! Assistant to the President by released with President Truman’s reply. 
President Rooaevdt in 1941. His letter 


72 Statemenc by the President : The Fourth of July. 
luly 4, 1945 

AGAIN THIS YEAR we celebrate July 4 as the anniversary of the day 
one hundred and tixty-mne years ago on which we declared our inde- 
pendence as a sovereign people. 

In this year of 1945, we have pride in the combined might of tlus 
nation which has contributed signally to the defeat of the enemy in 
Europe. We have confidence that, under Providence^ we soon may 
crush the enemy in the Pacific. We have humility for the guidance 
that has been given us of God in serving His will as a leader of freedom 
for the world. 

This year, the men and women of our armed forces, and many 
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civilians as well, arc celebrating the anniversary of American Inde- 
pendence in other countries throughout the worKI. Citizens of these 
other lands will understand what we celebrate and why, for freedom is 
dear to the hearts of all men everywhere. In other bnds, others will 
join us in honoring our declaration that all men are created equal and 
arc endowed with certain inalienable rights — life, liberty and the pur- 
suit of happiness. 

Here at home, on this July 4, 1945, let us honor our Nations creed of 
liberty, and the men and women of our armed forces who are carrying 
this creed with them throughout the world. 


73 Statement by the President on the Death of John Curtin, 
Prime Minister of Australia, /ttiy 4, 1945 

IT IS with deep sorrow that I have learned of the death today of the 
Right Honorable John Curtin, Prime Minister of Australia, who has 
brought to the public service of his country not only great ability and 
integrity but also a deep sense of loyalty to the principles which have 
guided the United Nations through thb war so victcMriously ended in 
Europe and so successfully being waged in the Par Hast. The Govern- 
ment and people of the United States mourn with the people of 
Australia the passing of this great leader. 


74 Statement by the President Commending the Work of the 
United National Clothing Collection. July 4, 1945 

THE 7,300 local committees of the United National Clothing Collec- 
tion have rendered a service to world peace. By meeting and exceeding 
their goal of 150,000,000 pounds of clothing, the American pet^le have 
accomplished the task assigned to them by Franklin D. Roosevelt in a 
cause that was dose to his heart. It is go^ to know that the clothing 
is now on its way overseas to relieve the suffering of war victims in 
Europe and the Far East. 
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noth: The siaicment was made follow- Kaiser asking him to head the second 
ing the receipt of a report by Henry J. United National Clothing Collection 
Kaiser, chairman of the United National campaign, see Item 144. 

Clothing C^lrction. For letter to Mr. 


75 Joint Statement Following Discussions With Foreign 
Minister Sofianopoulos o£ Greece. July 5, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT today had the opportunity of a friendly conversa- 
tion with Mr. Sofianopoulos, Foreign Minister of Greece, who arrived 
yesterday in Washington after the conclusion of the San Francisco Con- 
ference where he headed the Greek delegation. The President ex- 
pressed appreciation to Mr. Sofianopoulos for his excellent work in 
San Francisco as chairman of one of the most important Conference 
committees. 

Mr. Sofianopoulos discussed with the President the United Nations 
Charter, and the President was pleased with Mr. Sofianopoulos* ex- 
pression of ccmfidence that the friendly atmosphere and the resulting 
success of the Conference enabled Greece, as one of the smaller nations, 
to look forward to a period of international understanding and security 
within the framework of a united family of nations. 

The President remarked with satisfaction upon the recent official 
nociEcatioii to Tokyo by the Greek Government that Greece has con- 
sidered itself in a state of war with Japan since its severance of diplo- 
made relations on December 8, 1941, and welcomed this further evi- 
dence that the Greek people, who played such a brave role in resisting 
Axis aggression on their own soil, are stanchly lined up with the Allies 
in their detennination to see through to a victorioiis close the war 
against Japan. The President assured Mr. Sofianopoulos that the 
American pet^le would never forget the heroic attitude of the Greek 
peq>le or the great sacrifices made by Greece in the common interest. 

In the urgent problems of rehabilitation and reconstruo 

rion facing Greece at this time, the President expressed to Kir. Sofiano- 
poulos the sincere interest of this Government in seeing normal eco- 
nomic conditions reestablished in Greece as somi as possible. In this 
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connection the Prcskknt a*:surevi Mr. S<»ti4nit|Hnil<n «»t tUw <»t>vcrn- 
ment's tlesirc not only u» facilit.ite the rrlirt' ,uul r< h.it’ilifafiHii [nugr.nn 
of UNRRA in (ircccc, but abi» to .issi’^t in rver\ tcasiltir in <*icck 
recon.siructi<in. 

Mr. Soiiano|>oul<« cxprciscii to the I’rcsuleni the lu.irifrll ^ratinulc 
of the <*reck nation for the svinjuthy eunvi.inily m.inifc^ictl by the 
American (jovernment ami tluriu),? the tlaik yc.irsi of ocenpa- 

tion» ami his appreciation ftir ll»c new wor^is of rm ouragcinent ami 
hoj>c which the Prcsklcnt gave him for the <*rcck |Koplr. 


76 The President’s New’s (^inference t»f 
Silly 5 , 194 *! 

THE PRESIDENT. | i.j ! am scmlingdfHvn luiw.ird Moran. Ir., former 
Congressman from Maine, as Second Assistant Secretary of halior, at 
the request of the Secretary of Lal)f>r. 

I am sending down fesse M. Ikmaltison to Ik First Assistant Post- 
master General, at the request of the Postmaster General. 

Q. Where is he from, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. DonaUlson has been — I don't know where he is from. 
He has been with the Department all his life. 

Q. That is First Assistant Postmaster General ? 

THE PRESIDENT. First Assistant Postmaster General. I have his record 
out there, which I will read to you, if you like. 

[ 2 .] I have a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury * {reatUng]*. 
**When Franklin D. Roosevelt came to Washington, he asked me to 
come with him, stating that when he was through we would go back 
to Dutchess County together. For la of the most eventful years in 
American history, I was associated with him, actively participating in 
meeting the important problems confronting the country both before 
and during the war. 

‘‘Immediately after Preddent Roosevelt's death, 1 told you how 1 
felt, and stated that ! wanted you to know that your hands were untied 

* Henry Morgenthau, Jr. 
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as far as i was concerned. You were good enough to say that you 
needed my help and urged me to remain. 

**Sincc then, with your support, I have completed many of the most 
urgent tasks that were then pending. As I told you this morning, I 
feel the time has now' come when I can appropriately be released from 
my responsibilities. Accordingly, X now tender my resignation as Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. My preference was to have this resignation 
effective immediately, but since you stated this morning that you wish 
me to remain until you return from Europe I will, of course, comply 
with your wishes. 

“Permit me to express my appreciation the fine support you have 
given me since you became President. 

“i most fervently hope for the great success of your Administration 
in solving the difiicult problems which lie ahead. 

“If you wish to consult me at any time, I shall always be at your 
service.” 

[3.] And I wrote him [reading]: “Dear Henry: ! am indeed sorry 
to learn that you have come to the conclusion that the time has arrived 
to be released from your responsibilities as Secretary of the Treasury. 
I am grateful, however, that you are willing to remain until I return 
from Europe so as to carry on the arduous work of the Treasury during 
my absence. 

“Yours has been a very long and efBcient service to our country — 
both in peace and in war; and your departure firom the Treasury will 
be a distinct loss. 

“Your service to the nation began in 1933 in the days when you super- 
vised the merger of the farm credit agencies into the Farm Credit Ad* 
ministration which has done so much to help the farmers of the nation. 

“Since you have been in the Treasury you have parddpated in lc«r- 
muladng and administering a federal tax program which has raised unr 
precedented tax revenue with a minimum of disturbance to our eoayti- 
CMoay. These tax laws have seen an impartial and rfSdent admlnirtradoo 
under your supervision. 

“Unte your supervision the Treasury through the sale ol bonds has 
raised over two hundred biUion ddObaia with whadh to fia a no e our de« 
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fcnsc and war activities. Raising this money was in itself a great 
achievement; but, in addition, it was accompaniet! by a substantial re- 
duction in the average rate of interest on the public debt. 

“You have been a steady champion of international monetary stabili- 
zation ever since the early days of your atiministration as Secretary of 
the Treasury. Through many years of activity and accomplishment 
in this field, your efforts arc now bearing final fruit in the Bretton 
Woods legislation now pending before the Congress of the United 
States. In this, and in other ways, you have helped bring about the close 
fiscal cooperation which this government has had with its Allies during 
this war. Besides, in the days before the Lend-Lease statute was en- 
acted, many measures of cooperation with our Allies were formulated 
in your ofHce. 

**I am sure that you must feel a great sense of accomplishment in 
this outstanding record of service to our country. On Ixrhalf of our 
people I extend to you the thanks of the nation. 

“I am appreciative of your offer of service in the future, and I am sure 
that there will be many occasions on which I shall seek your counsel.'* 

Q. May I interrupt you just there? Have you a successor in mind, 
Mr. President? 

THE PEEsiDENT. I have a successor in mind, but he will not be an- 
nounced until I get back from Europe. 

[4.] Now here is ancEher letter from Chester Springs, Pennsylvania, 
dated June 30, 1945, addressed to the President [reading]: **As I have 
served as a member of the Supreme Court for more than fifteen years, 
and have attained the age of seventy years, I desire to avail myself of 
the provisions of Section 260 of the Judicial Code, as amended, (28 
U.S. Code S 375), 

Nobody but a Justice would write that. [Langhter] 

“ — and to resign my office as Associate Justice. 

“Accordingly, X tender you my resignation, to take effect July 31, 
* 945 - 

“I am, Sir, with great respect. Sincerely yours, Owen J. Roberts** 

[5.] “Dear Mr, Justice: I am indeed sorry that you have decided to 
retire finom the Bench after your long service. 
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“1 iic Supreme Court, in the period during which you have served 
as a member, has been called upon to pass upon some of the most im- 
|x>rtant economic and social problems in the history of our country. 

”As I told you this afternoon when I saw you and finally agreed to 
accept your resignation as of July 31, 1945, 1 do so only on your promise 
to continue to give your country the benefit of your sound judgment 
and advice as occasion arises. 

“I extend to you the gratitude of the nation for the service you have 
rendered,” 

Q. Mr. President, 1 notice he resigned. Is that something different 
from the retirement the other Justices have ? 

THR PRESIDENT. I think hc intended to retire. I think that is the 
sense under the statute hc cites. I think he intends to retire from the 
bench. At least, that*s how I took it. 

Q. Have you picked a successor to Justice Roberts yet, sir? 

THE pRESioENT. I have HOt. X haven*t thought about a successor. 

I am ready for questions now, if you have any. 

(6.1 Q. Mr. President, can you tell us anything about the reported 
mission of Mayor La Guardia to France, before the Big Three 
conference? 

THE niBstDENT. Well, Mayor La Guardia has been wanting to go to 
France for some tune, and I gave him the necessary permission the 
other day to go to France. 

Q. CanyouteUus 

THE PRBSfDSNT. He IS going on his — for his own welfare and benefit. 
Hc is not going on a mission for the Government. 

Q. He is not going in uniform, Mr. President? 

THE PRBsmsNT. No. {Laughter'\ 

[7.) Q. Mr. President, there has been some talk on the Hill that 
the Bretton Woods legislation would be postponed undl after the 
Charter. Do you think this could be done? 

THB ptBsmBNT. I think you had best ask the leaders of the two Houses 
that question, because I don’t think it’s going to be delayed that way. 
At least, that is not my information. 

Q. President, is there any truth to the report that the Secretary 
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of the Treasury will be appointed to the United Nations Bank as^ — that 
is, the American section ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not ready to answer that question at this time. 

[ 8 .] Q. Mr. President, do you plan to hold a Big Two meeting with 
Prime Minister Churchill before going to the Berlin meeting? 

THE pREsniENT. I do Hot. Thctc IS going to be a Big Three meeting, 
and all three will be there, 

Q. Mr. President, 

THE PRESIDENT. if you Want to call it that. 

[ 9 .] Q. Out in Independence, we asked you about Secretary Mor- 
genthau and Ickes, and at that time you said you did not have it in 
mind to accept their resignations. 

THE PRESIDENT. That is tlUC. 

Q. I wondered whether — about Ickes now, Mr. President? 
[Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. The Same answer at Independence goes for Mr. Ickes, 
and went for Mr. Morgenthau until this morning when he came in 
and told me that he simply wanted to quit and would be willing to stay 
until 1 got back from Europe. That was his own suggestion and not 
mine. 

Q. You do not have in rrund, now, accepting Mr. Ickes* resignation? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, 1 do not, foT 1 am going to send Mr. Ickes to 
England to negotiate an oil treaty. 

Q. When is that, sir? 

THE PRESIDENT. They arc getting ready for it now. 1 don’t know just 
what the date will be. 

Q. Is that in relation to the Anglo-American oil agreement? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, thac’s the one. 

Q, Renegotiate? 

THE PRESIDENT. Renegotiate, that’s the word. 

Q. They will be leaving relatively soon ? 

THE iHUBsiDENT. Well, 1 don’t think the date has been definitely set, 
but it will be some time in the near future. 

Q. That’s the Middle East oil arrangemoat, sir ? 

THBPRBSIDBNT. Ycs, That’s what it IS. 
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Q. Ai^y other big Government changes ? {Ijiughterl 

Till t’Ri sfiJi NT. I c.m't think of any, right at the present time, you 
wouKl lir inicrcstcii to know. \More laughter] 

O. MiltUy. MiKUy interested. 

Q. Mr. Presitient, c.*in you give us the date of the Big Three meeting? 

Tiir. rRHSim.NT, Not definitely, no. It will be some time in the next 
3 weeks, let us say tlwt. 

Q. Any apjminirnicnts anticipated, Mr. President, to the State De- 
partment'— Secretaries— have you any of those in mind yet 

THh imrMOfcNT. No. 

Q, — ^-Undrr Secretaries, Assistants.^ 

Tiir. PHrsnii-NT. You heard what Mr. Byrnes said yesterday in his state- 
ment, that he h.id no intention of making any changes immediately, 
anti I think that will be a matter for discussion when we get back from 


ovcrse.as. 

I iu.j Q. Mr. President, have you received the report from Stabiliza- 
tion Director Davis on speculation^ — curbs on speculation? 

THE PRiysiDENT. No, ! havc not. I haven’t received it yet. 

( II.] Q. Mr, President, could you tell us if, when you come back 
from Germany, you would like to sec the Eiffel Tower again ? ^ 

THE PRESIDENT, Of coursc I would like to sec it, but I don t think I 
will probably get a chance to sec it. If that is what you want? 
{Uwghter] 

Q, Do you expect to see General de Gaulle ? 

Ti IE PRESIDENT, Not OH ihis trip, 

Q. I>o you contemplate making another trip, then, to Europe soon ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I can’t tcll. I can’t answer that. 

Q. h there anything, Mr. President, you can tell us about your route 

on return? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can’t at the present time, because it hasn t been 
definitely set. As soon as I have the information, I will give it to you. 
Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. You arc entirely welcome. 


note: President Truman’s sixteenth 
news conference was held in his ofiScc 


at the White House at 4:05 p.m. on 
Thursday, luly 5, 1945* The White 
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House Official Reporter noted that a dent ihoweil them l•^eld Marshal Ooe- 
few members of the press remained rin>s*» iewellcd Itatnn. 
after the conference and that the Presi- 


77 Statement by the President Announcing Establishment of 
Diplomatic Relations With the New Polish Government. 
July 5. 1945 

IT IS with great satisfaction that I announce that elTcctivc today as of 
7 p.m. Eastern War Time the Government of the United States has 
established diplomatic relations with the newly formctl Polish Pro- 
visional Government of National Unity now established at Warsaw. 
The establishment of this Government is an important and {sosittve 
step in fulfilling the decisions regarding Poland reached at Yalta and 
signed on February 1 1, 1945. 

The New Polish Provisional Government of National Unity has in- 
formed me in a written communication that it has recognized in their 
entirety the decisions of the Crimea Conference on the Polish question. 
The new government has thereby confirmed its intention to carry out 
the provisions of the Crimea decision with respect to the holding of 
elections. 

Mr. Arthur Bliss Lane, whom I have chosen as United States Am- 
bassador to Poland, will proceed to Warsaw as soon as possible, ac- 
companied by his staff. 


78 Exchange of Messages With the Prime Minister of the 
Polish Provisional Government of National Unity. 

]uly 5, 1945 

I AM GRATIFIED to learn from your message to me transmitted 
through your Ambassador at Moscow that the Polish Provisional Gov- 
ernment of National Unity was estaJ>lished on June 38, 1945 In con- 
formity with the Crimea decision. I am pleased to note that Your 
Excellency’s Government has recognized in their entirety the decisions 
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of tlic Crimea C{>nfcrencc on the Polish question thereby confirming 
the intentions of Your Excellency's Government to proceed with the 
holding of elections in Poland in conformity with the provisions of the 
Crimea tlccisiojis. The Government of the United States of America 
therefore on the basis of its assurances given at the Crimea Conference 
hereby establishes diplomatic relations with the Polish Provisional Gov- 
ernment of National Unity. I have chosen as Ambassador Extraordi- 
nary ami Plenipotentiary to Poland Mr. Arthur Bliss Lane, whom I 
have instructed to proceed to Warsaw as soon as possible. 

Acccj)t, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Harry S. Truman 

{Hi# I'xceiicncy, Hdward Osoltka-Morawski, Prime Minister of the Polish 
Provisional (loveriitjicnt of National Unity, Warsaw, Poland.} 


noth; Prime Minister Osohka-Moraw- 
tki's message follows; 

His Kxcfilrnry, Sfr. Truman, Presi^ 
dent of the United States of Jmeriea: 

I have the honor to ntnify you that as 
a result of the unslrrstantliitg reached in 
Moscow between Representatives of the 
Warsaw Provisional Government and 
Pc 4 ish Democratic leatiers invited from 
Pc 4 and and from .abroad under the 
iuspices of the Commission of three set 
up at the Crimea Conference the Polish 
Provisional Government of National 
Unity was formed on the 28th of June, 
<945* in accordance with article 45 of 
the constitution of the Polish Republic 
of i^ai. 


Ute Provisional Government of Na- 
tional Unity has recognized in their en- 
tirety the decisions of the Crimea Con- 
ference on the Polish question. 

At the same time I have the honor in 
the name of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of National Unity to approach the 
Government of the United States of 
America with a request for the estab- 
lishment of diplomatic relations between 
our nations and for the exchange of 
representatives with the rank of Am- 
bassador. 

Please accept the assurance of my 
highest consideration. 

OsOBXA-MoitAWSK I 


79 Memorandum to Federal Agencies on the Handling o£ 
Government Funds. July 6, 1945 

To the Heads of all Executive Departments and Agencies: 

Thitnighout the war period I have been concerned with the necessity 
of extreme care in the handling of gavernment funds, espedaliy when 
expenditures are at such unprecedented levels and so many cfficials 
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are charged with disbursement of these fuiuls. I am icrt.iin liial you 
share my satisfaction that there has Ikcii so little cvuleiuc tif abuse, 
and that you also share my strong desire that this giK>.l reetm! shall be 
preserved. 

Therefore, I am asking you ant! the other Department anti Agency 
heads to express and umicrscore my tlclermination to insure the most 
exacting review of expcmliiurcs in every instance where there is the 
slightest grounti to susjicct either misuse or careless b aiuiUng of govern- 
ment funds. Any such instance shmiltl tn: invest igaieti promi»lly ami, 
where appropriate, a vigorous tiisetplinary action shindtl Ik invoked. 
I trust that you will transmit this message to your siatf ami supplement 
it with appropriate instructions of your own. 

l IaRRY S. iRfMAN 

Norr.; On the foUowinp day the Pre^i' Potsdam Confrrnu'e svhuh opened on 
dent went atw.nrd the U.S.S. at July 17. He rriutiieiJ u» W.ohingUin 

Newport News, V.i., eii route to the on August 7. 

80 Veto of Ihli Relating to l^w linfurccincnt in the District 
of Columbia. July 9, 1945 

{ Released July q, 194$. Dated July 6. 1945 | 

To the House of Representatipcst 

The enrolled hill H.R. 2856, “To provide for iKtlcr enforcement of 
law witiiin the District of Columbki, ami for other purptiscs,” is re- 
turned herewith without my approval. 

The language of section i of the hill, although obscure and indefinite, 
is apparently intemied to transfer iuristliction over felonies committed 
within the park areas in the District of Columbia from the United States 
Park Police to the Metroiiolitan Police of the District of Columbia in 
situations where detective services arc rcquircif. I am convinced that 
the effect of such legislation wouUl be to impair rather than to improve 
law enforcement in these park areas. In the event that felonies arc 
committed on park lands without the pcrjKtrators iKtng immediately 
apprehended, the provisions of section 1 would seem to place any mem- 
bers of the United States Park Police, functioning in connection with 


168 



Harry iS* Truman f 1^4$ July 9 [80] 

the solution of such feionies, under the control of the detective force 
of tltc Mctra|>oHtan Police. During this time the United States officers, 
regardless of rank, would be subject to the orders of the Detective 
Bureau and precinct detectives of the Metropolitan Police force. This 
would require the members of the United States Park Police force to 
serve two masters whose authority over tliem would be uncertainly 
divided, and would necessarily have a demoralizing effect on that 
organization. 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation of the Department of Justice 
anti the Metropolitan Police are now authorized to participate with the 
United States Park Police in solving felony cases wherever their serv- 
ices arc necessary. Approval of the bill would unsettle the practical 
working arrangements already set up for this purix)se, without adding 
to the means available for the detection and apprehension of offenders. 

An additional abjection to the provisions of section x is that they 
would remove full authority over the United States Park Police force 
from the Secretary of the Interior, who is charged by law with the ex- 
clusive charge and control of the National Capital Park System. 

Section 2 of the bill declares that no appropriations from the revenues 
of the District of Columbia shall be used to pay the salaries or for 
equipment of the United States Park Police, and section 3 would make 
this requirement effective from July i, 1945, Although the reports 
of the committees which considered the bill state that the practical effect 
of section 2 is merely to require that members of the Park Police force 
who perform truly Federal services and are under the control of Fed- 
eral authorities be paid out of the funds of the Federal Government, 
nevertheless the fact of the matter is that the appropriation for this 
purpose contained in the District of Columbia Appropriation Act for the 
fiscal year beginning July i, 1945, has not been made from Federal 
funds. Because of the terms of section 3, approval of the bill might 
well be construed as a repeal of so much of this appropriation as would 
otherwise be availabie for the salaries and equipment of the personnel 
involved. 

Both the Department of the Interior Apj»opriation Act for the fiscal 
year beginning July i, 1945, and the Second Deficiency Appropriation 
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Act have been passctl by the (congress in a form which makes no provi- 
sions for the 70 members of the Uniteti States Park Police forcc^ — a ma- 
jority of that organization—whosc salaries and equipment arc, under 
the terms of the District of Columbia Appropriation Act, payable from 
revenues of the District of Columbia rather than from Fcilcral funds. 
Hence the effect of a rc|>eal of the appropriation for this pur^iosc con- 
tained in that Act woiiUl be to deprive the Unitetl Stales Park Police 
of the necessary means for tine pay of its personnel, aiul to jeopardize 
the performance of its essential protective functions. 

For these reasons, I fee! that it is my tluiy to witlthold my approval 
from H.R. 2856. 

Harry 8. Truman 

81 Statement by the President: Bastille Day. 

July Jj, 1945 

IN BASTILLE DAY the people of France have given the worlti an 
untiying symbol of Freedom. Throughout the long history of our 
frientlship with France the people of the United States have .sharctl 
the principles for which it stamls. Never have those principles had a 
greater significance than in this year of the final overthrow of one of 
the darkest tyrannies that has ever tried to enslave mankind. 

82 Letter to Secretary Morgenthau Concerning the 
Appointment of Fred M. Vinson as His Successor. 

July 14, 1945 

Dear Henry: 

I have given careful consideration to your letter of July thirteenth 
urging that 1 send to the Senate immediately the nomination of Judge 
Vinson as Secretary of the Treasury. 

I am inclined to agree with you that for the reasons you mention it 
would be preferable to take this action now instead of waiting for my 
return from Europe, 
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I appreciate very much the fine spirit and keen sense of public respon- 
sibility in which you have approached this matter. 

With personal regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 


[The honorable Henry Morgenthau, Jr., The Secretary of the Treasury] 


notib: Secretary Morgenthau’s letter, 
also reieaaedl, pcMnted out that such mat- 
ters as the continuation of war financ- 
ing, the tax enforcement drive, revenue 
legislation, and many other problems 
called for prompt decision; and that his 
successor should be given the opportu- 
nity to make the decisions since it would 
become his duty to carry them out. 


Secretary Morgenthau also referred to 
the possibility of a recess in the Senate, 
which would delay Judge Vinson’s 
confirmation. 

The letters were exchanged by wire- 
less while the President was aboard the 
U.S.S. Augusta en route to the Potsdam 
conference. 


83 Statement by the President on the Manpower Needs of 
the Western Railroads. July 16, 1945 

IF THE DEMANDS of the Japanese war arc to be met, the railroads 
in the west must have additional manpower immediately. The man- 
power shortage is so «rrious that the War Department recently ordered 
experienced railroad men to be furloughed from the Army to 
help ease the situation, but they are only a fraction of the number 
needed. 

The western railroads today need 65,000 men and need them badly- 
Wc must keep men and materiel Bowing into the ports as fast as our 
convoys can transport them to the battle zone. 

The efiPects of the shortage already arc being felt, with the peak load 
sdll months away. Our soldiers returning from the European Cam- 
paign are not getting the best accommodations because many cars are 
in the shops awaiting repairs and overhauling. Some troops arc being 
delayed at the ports because trains cannot be supplied prompdy. Over- 
worked crews must be given time to rest before taking trains out on 
long, hard trips. Trains are often late because of short switching crews 
which cannot keep traffic moving at top efficiency. Unless additional 
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man|x>\vcr is found those delays will IwwcJiitc serious as the hiad 
increases. 

That is why I am bringing this siui.iiu»« to the .irieniion of tlie 
American people. Any patriotic American who is not already rngagcti 
in essential war work can make a real c<»niribuiu*ti tovvartl the tlefeat 
of Japan by applying for a job on a western railroad during this emer- 
gency period. Those who are now working on railroasU catt do a great 
service to their country by remaining on the job. 

note: The statement was released at No. President 4»»d ho si4fl doring the Pols 
a Kaiserstrasse in Hi.il>ehlicrg, CJcmiany, datn contetroie, ‘I'he Ptrsideni arrived 
which served as headsjuarters for the at lialnrhlH-rg *w July is. 


84 S{>ecia! Message to the Congress on Ainentling the Huridns 
Projxrrty Act To Provide for a Single Administrator. 

/«/y 17, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

On October 3, 1944, the Congress enacted the Surplus Prtijjcrty Act 
of 1944, a comprehensive scheme for the declaration, h.mdling and 
disposal of all tyjKs of surplus property. 

The operations of the 3-man Surplus Property Board created by that 
Act have been marked by substantial acliicvcments. It has set in mo- 
tion the disposal machinery which Congress authorixed and it has 
begun to implement the standartls which Congress laid down for the 
disposal of surplus property. Regulations already promulgated or in 
the process of adoption cover the most important types of property- 
consumer goods, plant equipment, industrial plants and farm lands. 
The emphasis in the Board's task will then shift from the promulga- 
tion of policy to the effectuation of basic policies already established. 

The task of atlministration becomes increasingly difficult as the rate 
of surplus declarations rapidly rises. That rate is rising sharply now. 
To dispose of this growing volume of surplus property in a manner 
that will fully achieve the objectives declar^ by Congress will require 
the most efficient possible administrative machinery. 

While the present Surplus Property Act was under consideration by 
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the 0 >ngrcss the then Director of War Mobilization and Reconversion, 
Mr. iiyrncs, rcc<imint*ndcd provision for a single Administrator. I 
think expcrieiKc has proved him right. 

In a ficUl which calls for quick and decisive action, it is undesirable to 
dilute res|Kmsi!)tlity for the disposal of surplus property. Administra- 
tion by a multimcmbcr Board has complicated day-to-day operations 
umkr the Act. 

Mare recently the retiring Chairman of the Board has stated to the 
(Congress that although he originally shared the view that a 3-man 
Boarti was appropriate, his experience also led him to the belief that 
the Act can Iksi l>c administered by a single Administrator. 

I am convincetl that the effective performance of the vast administra- 
tive task remaining for the disposal of surplus property imperatively 
requires that authority to make decisions and responsibility for those 
decisions shoulil he centralized in a single ofHcial. Such an ofHcial 
shtntid operate, as do all other executive agencies, under die general 
authority conferred by the President and the Congress on the OfScc 
of War Mobilization and Reconversion. Accordingly X request the 
Congress to amend the Surplus Property Act of 1944 by substituting a 
single Administrator for the present Surplus Property Board. 

NOT«: On September 18, 1945, the Presi- of the Surplus Property Act of 1944 by 
dent approved PuWic I.aw i8x (*59 Stat. a Surplus Property Administrator. 
<44;) providing for the administration 


85 Letter to the President of the Senate and to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives Transmitting Reports on 
Foreign War Rcliti Activities. July 17, 1945 

I Released July 17, 1945. Dated July 14, 1945 J 
Sir: 

1 have the honor to transmit herewith reports prepared by the Ameri- 
can Red Cross and the War Refugee Board reflecting foreign war relief 
operations which have been conducted during the period July i, 1940 
el^ugh April 30, 1945, from appropriadons for foreign war relief 
consolidated and extended by the Second Deficiency Appropriadon 
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Act, 1942, the Urgent Deficiency Appropriation Act, 194 aiul the 
Second Deficiency Appropriation Act, i<>44. 

I'hesc reports supplement those prcvuiusly submitted as of April 30, 
1941, April 30, 1942, April 30, 1933, and April 30, n>44 and arc of neces- 
sity of an interim nature since the foreign war relief program is still in 
progress. 

The Second Deficiency Appropriation Act, 1945 has extcntled the 
availability of $2,i50,ocx} of this appropriation until Deceittber 31, 
in order to provulc for the termination of the program anti a fitial rejKjrt 
wilUx: submitted following that tlatc. 

There is also iransmittetl herewith a statement of alltH.ititnis that 
have been made to government purchasing agencies from this appro- 
priation together with unobligated balances remaining in each allwa- 
tion as of April 30, 1945, It will tie notcti that obligations reflected in 
this statement have iKcn based on oniers placed with vciulors as tlis- 
tinguished from the re|K)rt of the American Red Cross which was pre- 
pared on the basis of requisitions submitted to government purchasing 
agencies. 

Respectfully yours, 

Harry S. Truman 


note: This is the text of Uicntical let- 
ters addressed to the Honorable Ken 
neth McKeUar, Presitlent pro tempore 
of the Senate, and to the Honorable 
Sam Rayburn, Speaker of the House of 
Kepreseniattves. 


The reports of the American Red 
Cross and the War Refugee Koard am! 
the report on status of appropriation 
and allocations are printed in Ilottse 
Document 26a (70th Cong., ist scss.). 


86 Remarks at the Raising of the Flag Over the U.S. Group 
Control Council Headquarters in Berlin, July 20, 1945 

General Eisenhower, offtcets and men: 

This is an historic occasion. Wc have conclusively proven that a free 
people can successfully look after the affairs of the world. 

We arc here today to raise the flag of victory over the capital of our 
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greatest atlvcrsary. In doing that, we must remember tiiat in raising 
tiiat llag we arc raising it in the name of the people of the United States, 
wht> are looking forwartl to a better world, a peaceful world, a world 
in whicli all the people will have an opportunity to enjoy the good 
tilings of life* ami not just a few at the top. 

Let us not forget that we are fighting for peace, and for the welfare 
of manktiul. We are not figliting for conquest. There is not one 
piece of territory* or one thing of a monetary nature that we want out 
of this war. We want peace and prosperity for the world as a whole. 
\W want to see the time come when we can do the things in peace 
that W'e have been able to do in war. 

If we can put this tremendous machine of ours, which has made this 
victory |>ossii>lc, to work for peace we can i<x)k forward to the greatest 
age ifi the history of mankind. That is what we propose to do. 

NoM ! 'rite I’resivlent spoke shortly Ite- the same one that had flown over the 
hire 4 p.itt. in the courtyard at the head- Capitd in Washington when war was 
«{u.trters buildings. Tlte flag used was declared against Germany. 


87 Letter to David K. Niles, Administrative Assistant to the 
President. }uly 20, 1945 

1 Released July ao» 1945. Dated July 17, 1945 ] 

Dear Dave: 

I am glail that at my request you arc remaining on in your post as 
one of the Administrative Assistants to the President. I know that your 
long record in government will be helpful to me as it was to the late 
President Roosevelt. 

For ten years you have taken an important part in the activities of 
our government in Washington. Beginning with the work of relieving 
the tiisiress of unemployment, and later in the Department of Com- 
merce* the Office of Production Management, and for the last several 
years, as an Administrative Assistant you have had a hand in many of 
the important events of the last decade. It will be of great service to 
have the benefit of your ability and conscientious service, and the cx- 
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pcrknce and information you have acquired during these years will be 
most valuable. 

With kindest reigards, 

Very sincerely yours, 

HAMiy S. Tkuman 

[HonoraUe David K. Niles, Administrative Assistant to the President, The While 
House] 


88 Letter Read by Secretary Vinson at the Humanitarian 
Award Dinner of the Variety Clubs o£ America. 

July 25, 1945 

[ Released July 35, 1945. Dated July at, 1945 ] 

Dear Mr. 0 *DonneU: 

1 deeply regret that circumstances will not permit me to be with 
you and with other admirers of Sir Alexander Fleming next Wednesday 
evening, when the Variety Clubs of America honor that great humani- 
tarian and benefactor of mankind. 

For all that Sir Alexander has done to alleviate pain and suffering, 
through the great discovery which ever will bear his name, the world 
owes a debt of gratitude difficult to estimate. It is particularly fittings 
therefore, that Vanety should give him its award for 1944 in recogni- 
tion of unusual and unselfish service in behalf of aU humanity. 

Prom afar I welcome him to the Capital of the Nation and hail him 
as one who in our day and goieration is going forward in the noble 
tradition of Lord Lister, William Harvey, and that other grand <dd 
Briton, Sir Thomas Browne. 

I could not close this note withottt adding a word of heartfelt appre- 
ciation tx> die Variety Clubs of America for their unwearied efibrts in 
support c£ the war and in aiding aU good causes both in peace and war. 

Very sincerriy yours, 

Haiet S. TkmiAN 

W^jLKjB MCl Iy INMtOllffil ^fllCT XHttrSfiSTp aUC wfUTmXf M /aJOwCOCIIj 
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note: The dinner was hdd at the May- released in Washington together with 
flower Hotel in Washington. The let- Secretary Vinson’s remarks, 
ter, dated Potsdam, July ax, 1945, was 


89 Letter to Alfaen W. Barkley on the Eighth Anniversary 
of His Election as Majority Leader of the Senate. 

]uly 27, 1945 

Dear Alheni 

Today marks the eighth anniversary of your service as Majority 
Leader of the Senate. I understand that this is twice as long as any of 
your predecessors have served. These years have been eventful ones. 
They have been years of great moment to the United States and to 
the world. 

In all of the recent events which have meant ^ much in shaping the 
future of our civilization you have played an important and effective 
role. Not only have you helped to fulfill the ideals and principles of 
our party, but you have been willing and anxious to lay aside all sem- 
blance of partisanship or desire for party advantage whenever the wel- 
fare of our nation required it 

I congiatulate you on your past service as Majority Leader, and, also, 
on your thirty-three years of service in the Congress. The nation is 
grateful to you for your patriotic share in the accomplishments of these 
years, and I know that the years to come will be equally fruitful. 

With aU best wishes for your continued health and success from your 
old friend. 

Very sincerely yours, 

EUkrv S. Tkdmak 

[Kooorahle Mben W, Barkley, The United States Senate] 
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90 Veto of Bill Authorizing the Imprtjvcmcni of Certain 
Harbors. ]uly 31, 1945 

I Rcieased July 31, 1945. Duicdl July a 8 , uh $ 1 
To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, H.R. 3477* a bill “Authoriz- 
ing the improvement of certain harbors in the interest of commerce 
and navigation.'* 

The bill authorizes the improvement, for navigation, of Savannah 
Harbor, Georgia, and Two Harlxirs, Minnesota, in accordance with the 
reports of the Chief of Engineers, House Document No. 227, Seventy- 
ninth Congress, and House Document No, 805, Seventy-eighth Con- 
gress, respectively. The estimated cost of the Savannah Harbor project 
is $2,738,000, and of the Two Harbors $1,876,000. 

Since the entry of the United States into the present war, omnibus 
river and harbor and 6ood control acts have contained specific provi- 
sions restricting construction of the projects so authorized to the post- 
war period, unless required for the prosecution of the war. The most 
recent enactment (Public Law 14, approved March 2, 1945) adopted 
291 river and harbor projects at an aggregate estimate of cost of 
$381,968,332, subject to the specific provision: 

“That no project herein authorized shall be ap{»ropriated for or con- 
structed until six months after the termination of the present wars In 
which the United States is engaged unless the construction of such 
project has been recommended by an authorized defense agency and 
approved by the President as being necessary or desirable in the interest 
of the nadonal defense and security, and the President has notified the 
Congress to that effect " 

The bill under consideration does not contain such a restrictive pro- 
vision, and the Secretary of War, in submitting the reports of the C^ef 
of Engineers on the above-mentioned projects, stated tl^t: 

“Inasmuch as the proposed work would involve the use of man- 
power, material and equipment and since the prefect is not essential to 
the war effort, the Department is of the o{»nion that, if the project is 
approved, work thereon should not be initiated until after the war." 
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Approval of the bill under consideration would permit, upon the 
availability of funds therefor, the immediate undertaking of these two 
projects and thus place them in a status preferential to the large number 
of projects that have been authorized by the Congress during the war 
period which arc not essential to the prosecution of the war. 

Moreover, it seems to me that piecemeal legislation of this nature is 
inappropriate since it docs not take into account a well-considered and 
wclbrounded plan for projects to be undertaken in a definite order of 
national preference and desirability. 

I therefore find it necessary to withhold my approval of the bill. 

Harry S. Truman 


91 Joint Rcjxjrt With Allied Leaders on the Potsdam 
Conference. August 2, 1945 

I. REPORT ON THE TRIPARTITE CONPERENCa OF BERLIN 

ON JULY 17, 1945, the President of the United States of America, 
Harry S. Truman, the Chairman of the Council of People’s Commis- 
sars of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, Generalissimo J. V. 
Stalin, and the Prime Minister of Great Britain, Winston S. Churchill, 
together with Mr. Clement R. Attlee, met in the Tripartite Conference 
of Berlin. They were accompanied by the foreign secretaries of the 
three governments, Mr. James F. Byrnes, Mr. V. M. Molotov, and Mr. 
Anthony Eden, the Chiefs of Staff, and other advisers. 

There were nine meetings between July seventeenth and July twenty- 
fifth, The conference was then interrupted for two days while the 
resultt of the British general election were being declared. 

On July twenty-eighth Mr. Attlee returned to the conference as 
Prime Minister, accompanied by the new Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Mr. Ernest Bevin. Four days of further discussion then took 
idace. During the course of the conference there were regular meetings 
of the heads of the three governments accompanied by the foreign 
secretaries, and also of the foreign secretaries alone. Committees ap- 
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pointed by the foreign secretaries for preliminary consideration of 
questions before tlie conference also met daily. 

The meetings of the conference were held at the Cecilienhof near 
Potsdam. The conference ended on August 2, 1945. 

Important decisions and agreements were reached. Views were ex- 
changed on a number of other questions and consideration of these 
matters will be continued by the council of foreign ministers established 
by the conference. 

President Truman, Generalissimo Stalin and Prime Minister Attlee 
leave this conference, which has strengthened the ties between the 
three governments and extended the scope of their collaboration and 
understanding, with renewed confidence that their governments and 
peoples, together with the other United Nations, will ensure the crea- 
tion of a just and enduring peace. 

If. ESTABLISHMENT OP A COUNCIL OP POKBICN MINISTBXS 

The conference reached an agreement for the establishment of a 
Council of Foreign Ministers representing the five principal powers to 
continue the necessary preparatory work for the peace settlements and 
to take up other matters which from time to time may be referred to the 
Council by agreement of the governments participating in the Coundl 

The text of the agreement for the establishment of the Council of 
Foreign Ministers is as follows: 

1. Hiere shall be established a Council competed of the foreign min- 
isters of the United Kingdom, the Union of ^viet Socialist Repid>lk8, 
China, France and the United States. 

a. (i) The Council shall normally meet in London, which shall be 
the permanent seat of the joint secretariat which the Council will form. 
Each of the foreign ministers will be accompanied by a high-ranking 
deputy, duly authorized to carry on the work of the Council in the 
shtence oi his foreign minister, and by a small atadf ai technical advisers. 

(ii) The first meeting of the Council shall be held in London not 
later than September i, 1945. Meetings may be held by oommcNn agree* 
ment in other capitals as may be agreed from time to time. 

3. (i) As its immediate important task, the Council shall be author- 
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to draw up, with a view to their submission to the United Nations, 
treaties of peace with Italy, Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland, 
aiul to propose settlements of territorial questions outstanding on the 
tcrtniiiaiion of the war in Europe. The Council shall be utilized for 
the preparation of a peace settlement for Germany to be accepted by 
tlic government of Germany when a government adequate for the 
purpose is established. 

(ii) ln>r the tlischargc of each of these tasks the Council will be 
cottiptiscii of the members representing those states which were signa- 
tory to the terms of surrentier imposed upon the enemy state concerned. 
I'or the purjHJsc of the peace settlement for Italy, France shall be re- 
gartieti as a signatory to the terms of surrender for Italy. Other mem- 
bers will be invitctl to participate when matters directly concerning 
them arc under discussion. 

(iti) Other matters may from time to time be referred to the Council 
by agreement between the member governments. 

4. (i) Whenever the Council is considering a question of direct 
interest to a state not represented thereon, such state should be invited 
to send representatives to participate in the discussion and study of that 
question. 

(ii) Hie Council may adapt its procedure to the particular problem 
umlcr consideration. In some cases it may hold its own preliminary 
discussions prior to the participation of other interested states. In other 
eases, the Council may convoke a formal conference of the state chiefly 
interested in seeking a solution of the particular problem. 

In accordance with the decision of the conference the three govern- 
ments have each addressed an identical invitation to the governments 
of China and France to adopt this text and to join in establishing the 
Council. 

The establishment of the Council of Foreign Ministers for the spe- 
cific pur|xjscs named in the text will be without prejudice to the agree- 
ment of the Crimea Conference that there should be periodic consulta- 
tion among the foreign secretaries of the United States, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics and the United Kingdom. 
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The conference also considered the posiiion of the Euroinran Advisory 
Commission in the light of the agreement to establish the Council of 
Foreign Ministers. It was noted with satisfaction that the Commission 
had ably discharged its principal tasks by the recommendations that it 
had furnished for the terms of Germany’s uncomlitional surrender, for 
the zones of occupation in Germany and Austria, and for the intcr- 
AlHed control machinery in those countries. It was felt that further 
work of a detailed character for the coordination of allied policy for 
the control of Germany and Austria would in future fall within the 
competence of the Allied C>)ntrol Council at Berlin and the Allied Com- 
mission at Vienna. Accordingly, it was agreed to recommend that 
the European Advisory Commission be dissolved. 

Hi. GERMANY 

The Allied Armies are in cxrcupation of the whole of Germany and 
the German people have begun to atone for the terrible crimes com- 
mitted under the leadership of those whom in the hour of their success, 
they openly approved and blindly obeyetl. 

Agreement has been reached at this conference on the political and 
economic principles of a coordinated Allied policy toward defeated 
Germany during the period of Allied control. 

The purpose of this agreement is to carry out the Crimea Declara- 
tion on Germany. German militarism and Nazism will be extirpated 
and the Allies will take in agreement together, now and in the future, 
the other measures necessary to assure that Germany never again will 
threaten her neighbors or the peace of the world. 

It is not the intention of the Allies to destroy or enslave the German 
people. It is the intention of the Allies that the German people be 
given the opportunity to prepare for the eventual reconstruction of 
their life on a democratic and peaceful basis. If their own efforts are 
steadily directed to this end, it will be possible for them in due course 
to take theif place among the free and peaceful peoples of the world. 

The text of the agreement is as follows: 
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7 ht* Pffiith'tii ami Economic Principles to Govern the Treatment of 
Germany in the Initial Control Period. 

A. Political Principles. 

I. In accortlancc with the agreement on control machinery in Ger- 
many, supreme authority in Germany is exercised on instructions from 
their re.s|K*ctivc governments, by the Commanders-in-Chie£ of the armed 
forces <}f the United States of America, the United Kingdom, the Union 
of Soviet Socialist Republics, and the French Republic, each in his own 
?,one of occupation, ami aist) jointly, in matters affecting Germany as a 
whole, in their capacity as members of the Control Council. 

So far as is practicable, there shall be uniformity of treatment of 
the < Jerinan {population throughout Germany. 

The jPUriKises of the occupation of Germany by which the Con- 
trol Council shall be guided are: 

(i) l‘hc complete disarmament and demilitarization of Germany 
aiul the elimination or control of all German industry that could be 
used for military pnxkiction. To these ends : 

(a) All German land, naval and air forces, the S,S., S.A., S.D., and 
Gesta{io, with all their organizations, staffs and institutions, including 
the General Staff, the Officers* Corps, Reserve Corps, military schools, 
w.ar veterans’ organizations and all other military and quasi-military 
organization, together with all clubs and associations which serve to 
keep alive the military tradition in Germany, shall be completely and 
finallv al)olished in such manner as permanently to prevent the revival 
or reorganization of German militarism and Nazism. 

(b) All arms, ammunition and implements of war and all special- 
izeil facilities for their prcxiuction shall be held at the disposal of the 
Allies or destroyed. The maintenance and production of all aircraft 
ami all arms, ammunition and implements of war shall be prevented. 

(ii) I’ti convince the German people that they have suffered a total 
military ticfcat and that they cannot escape responsibility for what they 
have brought upon themselves, since their own ruthless warfare and 
the fanatical Nazi resistance have destroyed German economy and made 
chaos and suffering inevitable. 
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(iii) To destroy the National S^Kaalist Parry anti iis afliliattHi and 
supervised organisations, to dissolve all Nasi institutions, to ensure 
that they are not reviveti in any form, anti to prevent all Na^.i and 
militarist activity or propagantla. 

(iv) To prepare for the eventual rcconstruetion of (lerrnan pf)litical 
life on a democratic basis and for eventual peaceful cooperation in 
international life by Germany. 

4. All Nazi laws which provitlctl the basis cif the Hitler regime or 
established discrimination on grmintls of race, creetl. or |>oUtical opinion 
shall be abolisheti. No such tiiscriminalions, whether legal, atlininis- 
trativc or otherwise, shall be tolerated. 

5. War criminals and those who have pariicipaietl in planning or 
carrying out Nazi enterprises involving or resulting in atrtK’ities or war 
crimes sh.nll be arrested and brought m iiuigmcnt. Nazi leaders, influ- 
ential Nazi supporters and high afliciats of Nazi org.inizations and 
institutions ami any other persons dangerous to the tKCupation or its 
objectives shall be arrestetl and internet!. 

6. All memlwrs of the Nazi party who have licen more than nom- 
inal participants in its activities and all other {Hrrsons hostile to alliet! 
purposes shall be removed from public and semipuhlic olTice, and from 
petitions of responsibility in iin|K»rtant private utuiertakings. Such 
persons shall be replaced by persons who, by their {lolittcal and moral 
qualities, are deemed capable of assisting in developing genuine demo- 
cratic institutions in Germany. 

7. German education shall Ik so controlled as completely to eliminate 
Nazi and militarist doctrines ,iml to make possible the successful de- 
velopment of ticmocratic itlcas. 

8. The judicial system will Iw reorganized in arcortiance wiifi the 
principles of democracy, of justice under law, and of equal rights for 
all citizens without distinction of race, nationality or religion. 

9. The administration of affairs in Germany should lx: directed to- 
wards the decentralization of the political structure and the develop- 
ment of local responsibility. To this end : 

(i) Local self-government shall be restored throughout Germany 
on democratic principles and in particular through elective councils as 
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rapidly as is consistent with military security and the purposes of 
military occupation; 

(ii) At! democratic political parties with rights of assembly and of 
public discussion shall be allowed and encouraged throughout 
Germany; 

(iii) Representative and elective principles shall be introduced into 
regional, provincial and state (land) administration as rapidly as may 
be justified by the successful application of these principles in local 
self-government; 

(iv) For the time being no central German government shall be 
established. Notwithstanding this, however, certain essential central 
German administrative departments, headed by state secretaries, shall 
be established, particularly in the fields of finance, transport, communi- 
cations, foreign trade and industry. Such departments will act under 
the direction of the Control Council. 

10. Subject to the necessity for maintaining military security, freedom 
of speech, press and religion shall he permitted, and religious institu- 
tions shall be respected. Subject likewise to the maintenance of mil- 
itary security, the f<»rmation of free trade unions shall be permitted. 

B. Economic Principles. 

11. In order to elk^ate Germany's war potential, the production 
of arms, ammunition and implements of war as well as all types of 
aircraft and sea-going ships shall be prohibited and prevented. Pro- 
duction of metals, chemicals, machinery and other items that are 
directly necessary to a war economy shall be rigidly controlled and 
restricted to Germany's approved post-war peacetime needs to meet the 
objectives stated in paragraph 15. Productive capacity not needed for 
permitted production shall be removed in accordance with the repara- 
dcMis plan recommended by the Allied Commbsion on reparations and 
approved by the governments concerned or if not removed shall be 
destroyed. 

12. At the earliest practicable date, the German economy shall be 
decentralized for the purpose of eliminating the present excessive con- 
centration of economic power as exemplified in particular by cartels, 
syndicates, trusts and other monopolistic arrangements. 
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13. In organizing the German economy, primary emphasis shall be 
given to the development of agriculture and peaceful tiomcstic 
industries, 

14. During tltc pcriotl of occupation C 5 crmany shall In; trcateil as a 
single economic unit. To this end conutmn |xilicics shall l>c established 
in regard to: 

(a) Mining and industrial prothicibn anti allocations; 

(b) Agriculture, forestry and hshing: 

(c) Wages, prices and rationing; 

(d) !m|x>rt and export programs for Germany as a whole; 

(e) Currency and banking, central taxation anti customs ; 

(f ) Reparation and removal of intlustrial war ptitenf ial ; 

(g) 'rransjwrtation anti ctmununications. 

In applying these ptilicics account shall l>c taken, where appropriate, 
of varyiitg local conditions. 

1$. AlHctl controls shall l>c im|itJ5ctl u|»<m the German economy but 
only to the extent necessary: 

(a) I'o carry out programs of intlustrial tiisarmament anti demili- 
tarization, of reparations, anti of apprtweti cxfiurts ami imjHiris. 

(b) To a.ssurc the prmluction ami maintenance of gtxxls ami services 
required to meet the ncctls of the occupying forces ami displacetl per- 
sons in Germany and essentia! to maintain in CJermany average living 
standards not exceeding the average of the stamlartis of living of Euro- 
pean countries. (European countries means all Kuro|>can countries 
excluding the United Kingdom and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics.) 

(c) To ensure in the manner determined by the Control Council the 
equitable distribution of essential commodities between the several 
zones so as to produce a balanced economy throughout Germany and 
reduce the need for imports. 

(d) To control German industry and all economic ami financial 
international transactions, including exports and imports, with the aim 
of preventing Germany from developing a war potential and of achiev- 
ing the other dbjcctivcs named herein. 

(c) To control all German public or private scientific bodies, research 
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anti cxjfHrrimcntal institutions, laboratories, et cetera, connected with 
economic activities. 

16. in the imposition and maintenance of economic controls cstab- 
lishcti by the Control Council, German administrative machinery shall 
l>c crcalctl anti the German authorities shall be required to the fullest 
extent practicable to proclaim and assume administration of such con- 
trols. I'luis it should be brought home to the German people that the 
responsibility for the administration of such controls and any break- 
down in these controls will rest with themselves. Any German con- 
trols which may run counter to the objectives of occupation will be 
prohibited. 

17. Measures shall be promptly taken: 

(a ) 1*0 effect essential repair of transport ; 

(b) To enlarge coal production; 

(c) To maximize agricultural output; and 

(d) To effect emergency repair of housing and essential utilities. 

18. Appropriate stqui shall be taken by the Control Council to exer- 
cise control and the power of disposition over German-owned external 
assets not already under the control of United Nations which have 
taken part In the war against Germany. 

19. Payment of reparations should leave enough resources to enable 
the German people to subsist without external assistance. In working 
out the economic balance of Germany the necessary means must be 
provided to pay fw imports approved by the Control Council in Ger- 
many. The proceeds of exports from current production and stocks 
shall be available in the first place for payment for such imports. 

The above clause will not apply to the equipment and products re- 
ferred to in paragraphs 4(A) and 4(B) of the Reparations Agreement. 

tv. afiPAXATlONS FROM GERMANY 

In iKCXirdance with the Crimea decision that Germany be compelled 
to ccMOspansate to the greatest possible extent for the loss and suiffering 
r hfl t the has caused to the United Nations and for which the German 
people cannot escape responsibility, the following agreement on rep- 
aratkms was reached: 
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j. Reparation claims of the U.S.S.R. shall be met by removals from 
the zone of Germany occupied by the U.S.S.R. and from appropriate 
German external assets. 

2. The U.S.S.R. undertakes to settle the reparation claims of Poland 
from its own share of reparations. 

3. The reparation claims of the United States, the United Kingdmxi 
and other countries entitled to reparations shall be met from the western 
zones and from appropriate German external assets. 

4. In addition to the reparations to be taken by the U.S.SJI. from its 
own zone of occupation, the U.S.Sil. shall receive additionally from 
the western zones: 

(A) 15 percent of such usable and complete industrial capital equip- 
ment, in the 6rst place from the metallurgical, chemical and machine 
manufacturing industries, as is unnecessary for the German peace econ- 
omy and should be removed from the western zones of Germany, in ex- 
change for an equtvsdent value of food, coal, potash, zinc, timber, clay 
products, petroleum products, and such other commoditica as may be 
agreed upon. 

(B) to percent of such industrial capital equipment as is unneces- 
sary for the German peace economy and should be removed from the 
western zones, to be transferred to the Soviet Government on repara- 
tions account without payment or exchange of any kind in return. 

Removals of equipment as provided in (A) and (B) above shall be 
made simultaneously. 

5. The amount of equipment to be removed from the western zones 
on account o£ reparadons must be determined within six months from 
now at the latest. 

6. Removals of industrial capital equipment shall begin as soon as 
possible and shall be cmnpleted within two years from the determina- 
tion specified in paragraph 5. The delivery of products covered by 
4(A) above shall begin as soon as posnble and shall be made by die 
U.S.SJR. in agreed installments within five years of the date hereof. 
Tim determinatbn of the amexmt and character of the industrial caphal 
equipment u n nece ssa r y for the German peace eoonomy and tberdoce 
available for reparadons shall be made by the oontsol council under 
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jxjlicics fixed by the Allied Commission on Reparations, with the par- 
ticipation of France, .subject to the final approval of the zone commander 
in the /.one from which the equipment is to be removed. 

7. Prior to the fixing of the total amount of equipment subject to 
removal, atlvance deliveries shall be made in respect of such equipment 
as will l>c tletcrinined to be eligible for delivery in accordance with the 
procetliirc set forth in the last sentence of paragraph 6. 

H. 'Phe Soviet Ciovernment renounces all claims in respect of repara- 
tions shares t»f (jcrman enterprises which are located in the western 
zones of occupation in Germany as well as to German foreign assets in 
ail countries except those specified in paragraph 9 below. 

9. 'Phe (jovernments of the United Kingdom and the United States 
of America renounce their claims in respect of reparations to shares of 
Cierinan enterprises which arc located in the eastern zone of occupation 
in Cjcrniany, as well as to German foreign assets in Bulgaria, Finland, 
Piungary, Rumania and Eastern Austria. 

10. l*hc Soviet Government makes no claims to gold captured by 
the Allied troops in Germany. 

V. DISPOSAL OF THE GERMAN NAVY AND MERCHANT MARINE 

The conference agreed in principle upon arrangements for the use 
anti tiisposai of the surrendered German fleet and merchant ships. It 
was decided that the three governments would appoint experts to work 
out together decatied plans to give effect to the agreed principles, A 
further joint statement will be published simultaneously by the three 
governments in due course. 

VI. CITY OP KOENIGSBERG AND THE ADJACENT AREA 

The conference examined a proposal by the Soviet Government that 
pending the final determination of territorial questions at the peace 
settlement the section of the western frontier of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics which is adjacent to the Baltic Sea should pass from 
a point on the eastern shore of the Bay of Danzig to the east, north of 
Braund>erg-Goldap, to the meeting point of the frontiers of Lithuania, 
the Polish Republic and East Prussia. 
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The conference has agrecii in principle to tlic prop<isal of ilic Stwict 
Governinent concerning the ultimate iransfer i<i the So\ict Union of 
the City of Koenigsherg anti the area .uilacent to it as tlescrihcii al>ove 
suhject to expert examination of the actual frottticr. 

'rhe Presuient of the UnitctI States an»l the British Prime Minister 
have declared that they will .support the pro|i«isal of the conference at 
the forthctmiing |)cacc .settlement. 

VII, WAR t RIMIXAt.s 

The three governments have taken note of ilte discussions which have 
been proceeding in recent weeks in I.ondon lieiwecii British, Unitc<l 
State!!, Soviet and French rcjircscntativcs with a view to reaching agree- 
ment on the methosls of trial of tluisc major war crimin.ds whose 
crimes under the Moscow’ Declaration of Octol»rr i«>44 have no partic- 
ular geographical hH'alb.ation. 'rite three governinenis realFirm their 
intention to bring those criminals to swift and sure justice. They hope 
that the negotiations in l^amtlon will result in s|ier«iy agreement l)cing 
reachcti for this pur|iosc, and tliey reganl it as a matter of great im- 
|iortance that the trial of those major criminals should Ixrgin at the 
earliest j)Ossiblc date. The first list of dcfciulanis will l>c published 
Ijcforc Scptcmlier first. 

VIII. AUSTRIA 

The conference examined a proposal by the Soviet (lovcrnmcitt on 
the extension of the authority of the Austrian Provisional CJovernmcnt 
to all of Austria. 

The three governments agrecit that they were prepared to examine 
this question after the entry of the British and American forces into 
the City of Vienna. 

IX. POl.ANn 

The conference considered questions relating to the Polish Provi- 
sional Government and the western boundary of Poland. 

On the Polish Provisional Government of National Unity they de- 
fined their attitude in the following .statement: 

A — ^We have taken note with pleasure of the agreement reached 
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among representative Poles from Poland and abroad which has made 
|)OSsib!c the formation, in accordance with the decisions reached at the 
Crimea 0 >nfcrcnce, of a Polish Provisional Government of National 
Unity recognised by the three powers. The establishment by the Brit- 
ish and United States Governments of diplomatic relations with the 
Polish Provisional Government has resulted in the withdrawal of their 
recognition from the former Polish Government in London, which no 
longer exists. 

l‘he British and United States Governments have taken measures 
to protect the interest of the Polish Provisional Government as the rec- 
ognixe<l government of the Polish States in the property belonging to 
the Polish State located in their territories and under their control, 
whatever the form of this property may be. They have further taken 
measures to prevent alienation to third parties of such property. All 
proper facilities will be given to the Polish Provisional Government for 
the exercise of the ordinary legal remedies for the recovery of any prop- 
erty belonging to the Polish State which may have been wrongfully 
alienated. 

I’hc three powers are anxious to assist the Polish Provisional Govern- 
ment in facilitating the return to Poland as soon as practicable of ail 
Poles abroad who wish to go, including members of the Polish armed 
forces and the Merchant Marine. They expect that those Poles who 
return home shall be accorded personal and property rights on the 
same basts as all Polbh citizens. 

Tltc three powers note that the Polish Provisional Government in 
accordance with the decisions of the Crimea Conference has agreed to 
the holding of free and unfettered elections as soon as possible on the 
basis of universal suffrage and secret ballot in which all democratic 
and anti-Nazi parties shall have the right to take part and to put for- 
ward candidates, and that representatives of the Allied press shall 
enjoy full freedom to report to the world upon developments in Poland 
bef^orc and during the elections. 

B— -The following agreement was reached on the western frontier 
of Poland: 

In conformity with the agreement on Poland reached at the Crimea 
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Conference the three heath of govcrnmenii h;nc scnight the opinion of 
the Polish Provisional Government of N.ititni.il Unity in reganl to the 
accession of territory in the north am! west vvhiclt Polaiul shtniUi receive. 
The President of the National (>»uncil of Polainl aiul ineinl)cr$ of the 
Polish Provisional Government of National Unity have Inren received 
at the conference and have fully prcscmcti their views. ‘Phe three 
heads of government reaffirm their opinion that the final delimitation 
of the western frontier of Polami slioultl await the peace settlement. 

The three heads of government agree that, pemling the final deter- 
mination of Polands w'estern frontier, the former (krman territories 
cast of a line running from the Baltic Sea immediately west of Swine- 
munde, ami thence along the Gtler River to the eonfluence «if the west- 
ern Ncisse River and along the wcMern Ncissc to the €>.echos!ovak 
frontier, including that portion of ICast Prussia tiot placed under the 
administration of the Union of Soviet StKialist Rcptihlics in accorilance 
with the understanding reached at this conference aiul including the 
area of the former free City of Dan7.ig. shall lie umler the atlmtnhtra- 
tion of the Polish State and for such purjxiscs should not l>c considered 
as part of the Soviet zone of occupation in Germany. 

X. CONCLUSION OF PEACE TREATIES AMP ADMISSION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

ORGANIZATION 

The conference agreed upon the following statement of common 
policy for establishing, as soon as possible, the conditions of lasting peace 
after victory in Europe: 

The three governments consider it desirable that the present anoma- 
lous position of Italy, Bulgaria, Finland, Mungary and Rumania should 
be terminated by the conclusion of peace treaties. They trust that the 
other interested Allied governments will share these views. 

For their part the three governments have included the preparation 
of a peace treaty for Italy as the first among the immediate important 
tasks to be undertaken by the new Council of Foreign Ministers, Italy 
was the first of the Axis powers to break with Germany, to whose de- 
feat she has made a materia] contribution, and h.ts now joined with 
the Allies in the struggle against Japan. Italy has freed herself from 
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the Fascist regime and is making good progress towards the reestablish- 
ment o£ a democratic government and institutions. The conclusion of 
such a peace treaty with a recognized and democratic Italian govern- 
ment will make it possible for the three governments to fulfill their 
desire to support an application from Italy for membership of the 
United Nations. 

The three governments have also charged the Council of Foreign 
Ministers with the task of preparing peace treaties for Bulgaria, Fin- 
land, Hungary and Rumania. The conclusion of peace treaties with 
recognized democratic governments in these states will also enable the 
three governments to support applications from them for membership 
of the United Nations. The three governments agree to examine each 
separately in the near future, in the light of the conditions then pre- 
vailing, the establishment of diplomatic relations with Finland, Ru- 
mania, Bulgaria, and Hungary to the extent possible prior to the 
conclusion d peace treaties with those countries. 

The three governments have no doubt that in view of the changed 
conditions resulting from the termination of the war in Europe, repre- 
sentatives of the Allied press will enjoy full freedom to report to the 
world upon developments in Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland. 

As regards the admission of other states into the United Nations Or- 
ganization, Article 4 of the Charter of the United Nations declares 
that: 

**i. Membenhlp in the United Nations is open to all other peace- 
loving states who accept the obligations contained in the present Charter 
and, in the judgment of the Organization, are able and willing to carry 
out these obligations; 

**z. The admission of any such state to membership in the United 
Nations will be effected by a decision of the General Assembly upon 
die recoaunendatbn of the Security Council.** 

The three governments, so far as they are concerned, will support 
appBcatkHis for membership from those states whkh have r em ai n ed 
neutral during the war and which fulfill the qualifications set out above. 

The three governments fed bound however to make it clear that 
t h e y for thdbr part would not favor any application for membership 
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put forward by the present Spanish < 5 ovcrnntcnt» which, liaviug been 
founded with the support of tlic Axis |x>wcrs, docs not, in view of its 
origins, its nature, its record ami its close association with the aggressor 
states, possess the qualifications necessary to justify such iiicmlHrrship. 

Xt. TE!UUTORIAl.TRUSTr.l.SIIII»S 

The conference examined a pro|wsal by the Sivict (lovcrfuiicnt con- 
cerning trusteeship territories as definci! in the decision of the Crimea 
Conference and in the Charter of the United Nations Organization. 

After an exchange of views on this question it was dcciticd that the 
disposition of any former Italian territories was one to lie decided in 
connection with the preparation of a |icacc treaty for Italy and that 
the question of Italian territory would be considered by the Scplcmlier 
Council of Ministers of Foreign AlTairs. 

XU. REVISKD ALLIED CONTROL COM.MISStON I*ROt.H>URK tN RUMANIA, 

RUI.CARIA. AND itUNCARY 

The three governments took mite that the Sosict representatives on 
the AHted Control Commissions in Rumania, Bulgaria and I iungary, 
have communicated to their United Kingdom and United Slates col- 
leagues proposals for improving the work of the (amirol Commission, 
now that hostilities in Europe have ccasetl. 

The three governments agreed that the revision of the priacdurcs of 
the Allied Control Commissions in these countries would ntiw Ixr umicr- 
tuken, taking into account the interests anti res|»«insihilitics of the three 
governments which together presented the terms of armistice to the 
respective countries, and accepting as a basis the agreed proposals. 

Xllf. ORDERLY TRANSFERS OF OIRMAN t*tlt*ULAriON5 

The conference reached the following agreement on the removal of 
Germans from Poland, Czechoslovakia and I Iungary ; 

The three governments having considered the question in all its 
aspects, recognize tliat the transfer to Germany of German populations, 
or elements thereof, remaining in Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hun- 
gary, will have to be undertaken. They agree that any transfers that 
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take place should be ejected in an orderly and humane manner. 

Since the inBux of a large number of Germans into Germany would 
increase the burden already resting on the occupying authorities, they 
consider that the Allied Control Council in Germany should in the first 
instance examine the problem with special regard to the question of the 
equitable distribution of these Germans among the several zones of 
occupation. They are accordingly instructing their respective repre- 
sentatives on the Control Council to report to their governments as soon 
as possible the extent to which such persons have already entered Ger- 
many from Poland, Czechoslovakia and Hungary, and to submit an 
estimate of the rime and rate at which further transfers could be carried 
out, having regard to the present situation in Germany. 

The Czechoslovak Government, the Polish Provisional Government 
and the Control Council in Hungary are at the same time being in- 
formed of the above, and are being requested meanwhile to suspend 
further expulsions pending the examination by the governments con- 
cerned of the report from their representatives on the Control Council. 


xrv. MILITARY TALKS 


During the conference there were meetings between the Chiefs of 
Staff of the three governments on military matters of common interest. 
Approved: 

J. V, Stalin 
Harry S. Truman 


NoTi: The Potsdam conference ad- 
iourned at 12:30 ajtn. on August a. 
Shortly thereaher the President left for 
the airport in Gatow from which he 
flew to England. After a luncheon with 
King George VI aboard the H.M.S. 
Reumm in Plymomh Harbor, he em- 
barked for Newport News on the 
U.SS. Amgmm la the afternoon of Au* 
gust au He reached Washington on 
August 7. 


C. R. Attlee 

The foregoing report, signed at Pete- 
dam, was rdloised simultaneoudy in 
Wa^lngton, London, and Moscow at 
5:30 pJD. Wadbington time; A lia of 
the delegations of the participating 
countsies, made public by the White 
House with the report, is published in 
the Department odE State Bulfodn (voL 
J3, p. ido). 
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92 Veto of Bill Conveying Certain Proix-rty to Norwich 
University. August 4, 1945 

[ Rcicascti Augmc 4» *945. Daic 4 July 3,t» 11)45 | 

To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, ! I.R, .^549, “To provulc for 
the conveyance of certain Weather Bureau projxrty to Norwich Uni- 
versity, Northfichl, Vermont.*’ 

The bill authorizes the return to Norwich University, Northficld, 
Vermont, of land which the University heretofore conveyed to the 
United States for a nominal consideration, and proviilcs for the dona- 
tion to the University of a two-story building and the weather station 
equipment therein, which the Government erected on such land at a 
cost of approximately $13,000, and which is now surplus to the needs 
of the Department of Commerce after many years use as a Weather 
Bureau station. 

By the adoption of the Surplus Projxrty Act of 11)44, ^hc Federal 
Government provided, within the frame work of a single enactment, 
for a coordinated system of disposal of its surplus properties under 
uniform policies and procedures. If the Government is to succeed in its 
efforts to maintain a fair and impartial program for the disposal of its 
surpluses in the days ahead, ! think it is imjwrtant that the operating 
principles and standards of action governing such disfKMals should be 
kept confined within a single instrument. If vee should <ltscover from 
experience with the statute that its present policies are too narrow or 
inadequate, any changes found desirable should be accomplished by 
amendment of the act itself, so that all properties similarly situated or 
in particular categories may be disposed of under general prescriptions 
of the law. Individual enactments to provide relief in speciBc sinia- 
dons, or to govern special cases, which in effect arc exceptions or amend- 
ments to the present law, it seems to me should be discouraged as 
detrimental to a sound public policy in a Government program of this 
character. 

For these reasons, I feel obliged to not lend my approval to this 
measure. 

Hasixy S. Txuman 
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93 Statement by the President Announcing the Use of the 
A-Bomb at Hiroshima. August 6, 1945 

SIXTEEN HOURS AGO an American airplane dropped one bomb on 
Hiroshima, an important Japanese Army base. That bomb had more 
power than 20,000 tons of T.N.T. It had more than two thousand 
times the blast power of the British "Grand Slam” which is the largest 
bomb ever yet used in the history of warfare. 

The Japanese began the war from the air at Pearl Harbor. They 
have been repsud many fold. And the end is not yet. With this bomb 
we have now added a new and revolutionary increase in destruction 
to supplement the growing power of our armed forces. In their pres- 
ent form these bombs arc now in production and even more powerful 
forms arc in development. 

It is an atomic bomb. It is a harnessing of the basic power of the 
universe. The force from which the sun draws its power has been 
loosed against timse who brought war to the Far East. 

Before 1939, it was the accepted belief of scientists that it was the- 
oretically possible to release atomic energy. But no one knew any 
practical method of doing it. By X942, however, we knew that the 
Germans were working feverishly to find a way to add atomic energy 
to the other engines of war with which they hoped to enslave the world. 
But they failed. We may be grateful to Providence that the Germans 
got the V-x*s and V~2*8 late and in limited quanddes and even more 
grateful that they did not get the atomic bomb at alL 
The batde of the laboratories held fateful risks for us as well as the 
battles of the air, land and sea, and we have now won the batde of the 
laboratories as we have won the other battles. 

Beginning in 1940* before Pearl Harbor, sdendiic knowledge useful 
in war was pooled between the United States and Great Britain, and 
many prkeiew helps to our victories have esesne hetma that anangement. 
Under that general policy the research on the atomic bomb was b^^un. 
With American and British sekndsts working tt^pether we entered the 
mce ol dxsoovexy against the Gorman 
Hie United Smm had availaHe the large numb er of sciendsts of 



[ 93 l Aug. 6 Public Papers of the PrcsUienis 

cli.^sdnction in tlic many ncciied areas of knowledge. Il h.ul t!»c tremen- 
dous industrial and financial resources necessary fur flic project and 
they could be devoted to it without uiuJue impairment of oilier vital 
war work. In the United States the labirattiry work ami the prtKiuc- 
tion plants, on which a substantial start h;ul already Ikcii inatlc, would 
l>c out of reach of enemy liombing, while at that lime Britain was ex- 
posed to constant air attack and was still threaicneil with the {xissibility 
of invasion. For these reasons Prime Minister Churchill ami Presuient 
Roosevelt agreed that it was wise to carry on the project here. We now 
have two great plants and many lesser works devoted to the prosluction 
of atomic power. Employment during jicak construction numbered 
225,000 ami over 65,000 individuals are even now cng.igcd in o|icraling 
tiie plants. Many have worked there f<»r two and a h.df years, h'ew 
know what they have l>een protlucing. They see great quantities of 
material going in anti they sec nothing coming out of these plants, for 
tlic physical size of the explosive charge is cxcceiiingly small. We have 
sficnt tvi'o billion dollars on the greatest scientific gamble in history — 
and won. 

But the greatest marvel is not the size of the enterprise, its secrecy, 
nor its cost, but the achievement of scientific brains in putting together 
infinitely complex pieces of knowledge held by many men in different 
fields of science into a workable plan. And hardly less marvelous has 
been the capacity of industry to design, am! of lalwr to o{K;ratc, the 
machines and methoils to do things never done licfore so that the brain 
child of many minds came forth in physical shajK and iicrformcd as it 
was supposed to do. Both science and industry workcil under the 
direction of the United States Army, wiiich achieved a unique success in 
managing so diverse a problem in the advancement of knowledge in an 
amazingly short time. It is doubtful if such another combination could 
be got together in the world. What has been done is the greatest 
achievement of organized science in history. It was done under high 
pressure and without failure. 

We arc now prepared to obliterate more rapidly and completely 
every productive enterprise the Japanese have abewe ground in any 
city. We shall destroy their docks, their factories, and their com- 
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munications. Let tlicre be no mistake; we shall completely destroy 
Japan's power to make war. 

It was to spare the Japanese people from utter destruction that the 
ultimatum of July 26 was issued at Potsdam. Their leaders promptly 
rejected that ultimatum. If they do not now accept our terms they 
may expect a rain of ruin from the air, the like of which has never 
been seen on this earth. Behind this air attack will follow sea and 
land forces in such numbers and power as they have not yet seen and 
with the fighting skill of which they arc already well aware. 

The Secretary of War, who has kept in personal touch with all phases 
of the project, will immediately make public a statement giving further 
details. 

His statement will give facts concerning the sites at Oak Ridge near 
Knoxville, Tennessee, and at Richland near Pasco, Washington, and an 
installation near Santa Fc, New Mexico. Although the workers at 
the sites have been making materials to be used in producing the great- 
est destructive force in history they have not themselves been in danger 
beyond that of many other occupations, for the utmost care has been 
taken of their safety. 

The fact that we can release atomic energy ushers in a new era in 
man's understanding of nature's forces. Atomic energy may in the 
future supplement the power that now comes from coal, oil, and falling 
water, but at present it cannot be produced on a basis to compete with 
them commercially. Before that comes there must be a long period 
of intensive research. 

It has never been the habit of the scientists of this country or the 
policy of this Government to withhold from the world scientific knowl- 
edge. Normally, therefore, everything about the work with atomic 
energy would be made public. 

But under present circumstances it is not intended to divulge the 
technical processes of production or all the military application^ pend- 
ing further examination of possible methods of protecting us and the 
rest of the world from the danger of sudden destruction, 

I shall recommend that the Congress of the United States consider 
prtxnptly the establishment of an appropriate commission to control the 
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production and use o£ atomic power within ilie Uniictl Jitaics. I shall 
give further consideration anti make furtlicr rccommcntlations to the 
Ckingrcss as to how atomic {wwer can l>ccomc a powerful anti forceful 
influence towards the maintenance of world |H:acc. 

note: Ihis statement was released in P<«sdam C'onferciiee alnurd the U,S.S, 
Washington. It was drafted before the Augusta, the President was Itanded a 
President left Germany, and Secretary message from Secretary Sttmson in- 
of War Sttmson was authorized to re- forming him that the intnih had iieen 
lease it when the bomb was delivered. drop}icd at 7:1s p.m. on August 5. 

On August 6, while returning from the 


94 The President’s News Conference of 
August B, 1945 

TiiK PRESIDENT, i Havc Only a simple announcement to make. I can't 
hold a regular press conference today; but this announcement is so im- 
portant I thought ! would call you in. 

Russia has declared war on fapanf That is all! 

[Much applause and laughter, as the reporters raced out\ 

note; President Trtiman’s seventeenth White House Oiftcia! Hr{H)rier noted 
neu^ conference was held in his office that Fleet Admiral William D. E.«ahy 
at the White House at 3 p.m. cm and Secretary of State lames F. Byrnes 
Wednesday, August 8, 1945. The were special guests at this conference. 


95 Letter to the Chairman, War Production Board, on 
Measures To Speed Reconversion. August 9, 1945 
Dear Chairman Krug: 

I have consulted with the Director of War Mobilization and Recon- 
version regarding steps to be taken by tills Government to speed 
reconversion. 

Every opportunity must be given to private business to exercise its 
Ingenuity and forcefulness in speeding the resumption of civilian pro- 
duction, subject to war needs. The Government has a sxiajor respon- 
sibility to assist in the achievement of an orderly transition from war 
production to civilian production. This is essential to the war pro- 
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duction that continues and to the development of a healthy national 
economy. 

You and I have agreed that the War Production Board can and 
should play an important role in reconversion. In order to help indus- 
try to obtain unprecedented civilian production it is necessary, as you 
have suggested, for the War Production Board to continue, for the 
present, some of the effective measures it adopted to achieve our un- 
precedented v/ar production. These controls, however, should be lifted 
as soon as they arc no longer needed. 

Accordingly, I request you to continue the following program which 
you have been carrying out : 

1. A vigorous drive to expand production of materials which are in 
short supply, not only because of military demands, but to meet civilian 
demands as well. 

2. Limitatioii upon the manufacture of products for which materials 
can not yet be made available, so as to avoid excessive pressure on supply 
which would threaten our stabilization program. 

3. A broad and effective control of inventories so as to avoid specula- 
tive hoarding and an unbalanced distribution which would curtail 
total production and endanger our stabilization program. 

4. Granting priority assistance to break bottlenecks which may im- 
pede the reconversion process. 

5. AUocatkin of scarce materials necessary for the production of low- 
priced items essential to the continued success of the stabilization 
program. 

In carrying out this request, I know that you will ^vc due regard 
to the demobilizatimi and reconversion policies established by the 
Congress, as set forth an Sections 203 and 204 of the War Mobilization 
and Reconverrion Act 1944* and act under the guidance and dirco 
tion of the I^rector of War Mobilization and Reconversion. 

I am appredative of the tremendous accomplishment of the War 
Broduedon Board under your direction and that of your predecessors. 
I am equally confident of the great contribution which you and your 
Agenqf can to the transition from our fully mobilized war 
economy to a sound and fully employed pcacettme economy. 
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To carry out these responsibilities I hope tliat all the ofHcials and staff 
of your Board whose services arc needed will stay on the job. 'Fhcir 
work is not yet done. The people of the United Stales cxjKct them to 
be good soldiers and remain in service until the neetl has passed. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable J. A. Krug, Chairman, War Production Board j 


96 Letter to Edward R. Stctlinius Appointing Him U.S. 
Representative on the Preparattiry Commission of the 
United Nations. August 9, 1945 


My dear Ed: 

I take pleasure in appointing you as the United States Representative 
on the Preparatory Comintssion of the United Nations established by 
agreement signed in San Francisco on June 26, 1945. In carrying out 
this responsibility you will have the personal rank of Ambassador. 

With all best wishes for your success in this vitally important under- 
taking. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hauiy S. Truman 


(The HononiUe Edward R. Scettinius, fr., Penonal Representative of the Preti* 
dent, The White House] 


Nora: The agreement establishing the 
Preparatory Commission of the United 
Nations is published in the Statutes at 
X-RTge (59 1411). 

l^e Vi^ite House release of the letter 
stated that it was not expected ttuit Mr. 


Siettiniut would attend the initial rou- 
tine meetings td the Executive Com- 
mittee of Commission, called for 
August 16, but that the United States 
woidd be represented by an officer 
the State DqMUtment. 
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97 Radio Report to tlic American People on the Potsdam 
Conference. August 9, 1945 

[ Delivered from the White House at 10 p.m. ] 

My fellow Americans: 

! iiavc just recurned from Berlin, the city from which the Germans 
intentict! to rule the world. It is a ghost city. The buildings are in 
ruins, its economy and its people are in ruins. 

Our party also visited what is left of Frankfurt and Darmstadt. We 
flevs^ over the remains of Kassel, Magdeburg, and other devastated 
cities. German women and children and old men were wandering 
over the highways, returning to bombed-out homes or leaving bombed- 
out cities, searching for food and shelter. 

War has indeed come home to Germany and to the German people- 
It has come home in all the frightfulness with which the German lead- 
ers .started and waged it. 

The <krman people arc beginning to atone for tlie crimes of the 
gatigstcrs whom they placed in power and whom they wholeheartedly’ 
approved and obediently followed. 

We also saw some of the terrific destruction which the war had 
brought to the occupied countries of Western Europe and to England- 

How glad I am to be home again! And how grateful to Almighty 
God that this land of ours has been spared I 

We must do all we can to spare her from the ravages of any future 
breach of the peace. That is why, though the United States wants no 
territory or profit or selfish advantage out of this war, we arc going 
to maintain the military bases necessary for die complete protection of 
our interests and of world peace. Bases which our military experts deem 
to be essential for our protection, and which arc not now in our posses- 
sion. we will acquire. We will acquire them by arrangements con- 
sistent with the United Nations Charter. 

No one can foresee what another war would mean to our own cities 
and our own people. What we arc doing to Japan now-— even with the 
new atomic bomb—is only a small fraction of what would happen to 
the world in a third World War. 
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That is why the Unitai Nations arc determined tliat there shall be 
no next war. 

That is why the United Nations arc tlcicruuncti to remain united 
and strong. We can never permit any aggressor in l!ic future to be 
clever enough to divide us or strong enough to clcfcat us. 

That was the guiding spirit in the conference at San I'rancisco. 

That was the guiding spirit in the conference of Berlin. 

That will be the guiding spirit in the peace settlements to come. 

In the conference of Berlin, it was easy for me to get ahmg in mutual 
understanding and friendship with Generalissimo Stalin, with Prime 
Minister Churchill, and later with Prime Minister Attlee. 

Strong foundations of good will and cooperation hail been laid by 
President Roosevelt. And it was clear that those founilations rested 
upon much more than the personal friendships of three individuals. 
There was a fundamental accord and agreement upon the objectives 
ahead of us. 

Two of the three conferees of Teheran ami Yalta were missing by 
the end of this conference. Each of them was sorely missed. Each 
had done his work toward winning this war. Each had made a great 
contribution toward establishing and maintaining a lasting world peace. 
Each of them seems to have been ordained to lead his country in its 
hour of greatest need. And so thoroughly had they done their jobs 
that we were able to carry on and to reach many agreements essential 
to the future peace and security of the world. 

The results of the Berlin conference have been published. Tlicre 
were no secret agreements or commitments—apart from current 
military arrangements. 

And it was made perfectly plain to my colleagues at the conference 
that, under our Constitution, the President has no power to make any 
treaties without ratification by the Senate of the United States. 

I want to express my thanks for the excellent services which were 
rendered at this conference by Secretary of State Byrnes, and which 
were highly commended by the leaders of the other two powers. I 
am thankful also to the other members of the American ddegation — 
Admiral Leahy and Ambassadors Harriman, Davies, and Paulcy—ond 
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to the entire American sta 0 . Without their hard work and sound 
advice the conference would have been unable to accomplish as much 
as it did. 

The conference was concerned with many political and economic 
questions. But there was one strictly military matter uppermost in the 
minds of the American delegates. It was the winning of the war against 
Japan. On our prc>gram, that was the most important item- 

The military arrangements made at Berlin were of course secret. 
One of those secrets was revealed yesterday, when the Soviet Union 
declared war on Japan. 

The Soviet Union, before she had been informed of our new weapon, 
agreed to enter the war in the Pacific. We gladly welcome into this 
struggle against the last of the Axis aggressors our gallant and vic- 
torsous ally against the Nazis. 

The Japs will soon learn some more of the other military secrets 
agreed upon at Berlin. They will learn them firsthand — ^and they will 
not like them. 

Before we met at Berlin, the United States Government had sent to 
the Soviet and British Governments our ideas of what should be taken 
up at the conference. At the first meeting our delegation submitted 
these proposals for discussion. Subjects were added by the Soviet and 
British Governments, but in the main the conference was occupied with 
the American proposals. 

Our first nonmilitary agreement in Berlin was the establishment of 
the Council of Forogn Ministers. 

The Council is going to be the continucais meeting ground of the 
five principal governments, on which to reach common understanding 
regarding the peace settlements. This does not mean that the five 
goyernmeiut are gang to try to dictate to, <a dominate, other nations. 
It wUl be dieir duty to apply, so far as possible, the fundamental prin- 
ciples of Justice unifying the Charter adopted at San Francisco. 

Just as the meeting at Dumbarton Oaks drew up the proposals to be 
placed before the conference at San Fxancisep, so dbis Council of For- 
eign Mintscers will lay the groundwork for future peace settlements. 
Thif preperadon by the Oiuncil will make possible speedier, more 
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orderly, more efficient, and more coojKrativc |»eat*c scttlcmcius than 
couki otherwise be olnainctl. 

One of the first tasks of the Oiunctl of Ftircigu Ministers is to tiraft 
proposed treaties of peace witii former enemy countries — Italy, Ru- 
mania, Bulgaria, Hungary, and Finland. 

These treaties, of course, will have to l»c passed U|Kin by all the na- 
tions concerned. In our own country the Senate will have to ratify 
them. But we shall l>cgin at once the necessary preparatory work. 
Adequate study now may avoid the planting of the sectls of future 
wars. 

I am sure that the American jHioplc will agree with me that this 
Council of Foreign Ministers will he effective in hastening the day of 
peace and reconstruction. 

We arc anxious to settle the future <if Italy first among the former 
enemy countries. Italy was the first to break away from the Axis. 
She helped materially in the final defeat of Germany. She has now 
iotned us in the war against Japan. She is making real progress toward 
democracy, 

A peace treaty with a democratic Italian government will make it 
possible for us to receive Italy as a mcmljcr of the United Nations. 

The Council of Foreign Ministers will also have to start the prepara- 
tory work for a German peace settlement. But its final acceptance will 
have to wait until Germany has dcvclo|ied a government with which a 
peace treaty can be made. In the meantime, the conference of Berlin 
laid down the specific political and economic principles under which 
Germany will he governed by the occupying powers. 

Those principles have been publishetl. I hope that all of you will 
read them.* 

They seek to rid Germany of the forces which have made her so 
long feared and hated, and which have now brought her to complete 
disaster. They arc intended to eliminate Nastism, armaments, war 
industries, the German General Staff and all its military tradition. 
They seek to rebuild democracy by control of German education, by 
reorganizing local government and the judiciary, by encouraging free 

» Itrm HI* 
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speech, free press, freedom of religion, and the right of labor to 
organize. 

German industry is to be decentralized in order to do away with 
concentration of economic power in cartels and monopolies. Chief 
emphasis is to be on agriculture and peaceful industry. German eco- 
nomic power to make war is to be eliminated. The Germans arc not 
to have a higher standard of living than their former victims, the people 
of the defeated and occupied countries of Europe. 

We arc going to do what we can to make Germany over into a decent 
nation, so that it may eventually work its way from the economic 
chaos it has brought upon itself, back into a place in the civilized world. 

The economic action taken against Germany at the Berlin confer- 
ence included anothor most important item — ^reparations. 

We do not intend again to make the mistake of exacting reparations 
in money and then lending Germany the money with which to pay. 
Reparations this time are to be paid in physical assets from those 
resources of Germany which are not required for her peacetime 
subsistence. 

The first purpose of reparadons is to take out of Germany every- 
thing with whi^ she can prepare for another war. Its second purpose 
is to help the devastated countries to bring about their own recovery 
by means of the equipment and material taken from Germany. 

At the Crimea conference a basis for fixing reparations had been pro- 
posed for initial discussion and study by the Reparations Commission. 
That basts was a total amount of reparations of twenty billions of 
dollars. Of this sum, one half was to go to Russia, which had suf- 
fered more heavily in the loss of life and property than any other 
country. 

But at Berlin the idea of attempting to fix a dollar value on the prop- 
erty to be removed from Germany was dropped. To fix a dollar value 
on the share of each nation would be a sort of guarantee of the amount 
each nation would get— a guarantee which might not be fulfilled. 

There for e , it was decided to divide the property by percentages of 
the total amount available. We sdll generally agreed that Russia 
should get appeoximateiy half of the total for herself and Poland, and 
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that the remainder should be divided among all the other nations 
entitled to reparations. 

Under our agreement at Berlin, the reparations claims of the Soviet 
Union and Poland are to be met from the property located in the zone 
of Germany occupied by the Soviet Union, and from the German 
assets in Bulgaria, Finland, Hungary, Rumania and East Austria. The 
reparations claims of all the other countries are to be met from property 
located in the western zones of occupation in Germany, and from the 
German assets in all other countries. The Soviet waives all claim to 
gold captured by the Allied troops in Germany. 

This formula of taking reparations by zones will lead to less friction 
among the Allies than the tentative basis originally proposed for study 
at Yalta. 

The difBculty widi this formula, however, is that the Industrial 
capital equipment not necessary for German peace economy is not 
evenly divided among the zones of occupation. The western zones 
have a much higher percentage than the eastern zone, which is mostly 
devoted to agriculture and to the production of raw materials. In 
order to equalize the distribution and to give Russia and Poland their 
fair share of approximately 50 percent, it was decided that they should 
receive, without any reimbursement, xo percent of the capital equipment 
in the western zones available for reparations. 

As you will note from the communique, a further 25 percent of the 
capital equipment in the western zones mt necessary (or Gerxxiany*s 
peace economy is also to be turned over to Rus»a and Poland. But 
this is not free. For this property, Poland and Russia will give to the 
western zones an equal amount in value in food, coal, and other raw 
materials. This 25 percent therefore, is not additional reparations for 
Russia and Poland. It is a means o£ maintaining a balan^ ec onom y 
in Germany and providing the usual exchange of goods between the 
eastern part and tb« western part. 

It was agreed at Berlin that the payment of reparations, &oin what- 
ever zones taken, should always leave enough resources to enable the 
German people to subsist without sustained support &ofn other nations. 

The question of Poland was a most difkulc one. Certain compro- 
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tniscs sbout Polsnd hsd slicsidy been agreed upon at tbe Ozixnea con- 
ference. They obviously were binding upon us at Berlin. 

By the time of the Berlin conference, the Polish Provisional Govern- 
ment of National Unity had already been formed; and it had been 
recognized by all of us. The new Polish Government had agreed to 
hold free and unfettered elections as soon as possible, on the basis of uni- 
versal suffrage and the secret ballot. 

In acceptance— in accordance with the Crimea agreement, we did 
seek the opinion of the Polish Provisional Government of National 
Unity with respect to its western and northern boundaries. 

They agreed, as did we all, that the final determination of the borders 
could not be accomplished at Berlin, but must await the peace settle- 
ment. However, a considerable portion of what was the Russian zone 
of occupation in Germany was turned over to Poland at the Berlin 
conference for administrative purposes until the final determination 
of the peace settlement. 

Nearly every international agreement has in it the element of com- 
promise. The agreement on Poland is no exception. No one nation 
can expect to get everything that it wants. It is a question of give and 
cake— ^ being willing to meet your neighbor haff-way. 

In this instance, there is much to justify the action taken. The agree- 
ment on some lino— even provisionally— -was necessary to enable the 
new Poland to ceganize itseli^ and to permit the speedier withdrawal 
of the armed forces which had liberated her from the Germans. In 
the area east of the Curzem line there are over 3,000^00 Poles who are 
to be returned to Pedand. They need room, room to settle The new 
area In the West was formerly populated by Germans. But most of 
them have already left in the face of the invading Soviet Army. We 
were informed that there were only about a million and a half left. 

The ter ri to ry die Poles are to administer will enable Poland better 
to support Its population. It wUl provide a short and more easily de- 
fensible bonder between Poland and Germany. Settled by Poles, it 
wtU piovide a more boniogeneous xiadon. 

The Three Powers also agreed to help bring about the earliest possible 
fetum to Bcdand of all Pdies who widr to return, including seddiers. 
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with the assurance that they would have all the rights o£ other Polish 
citizens. 

The action taken at Berlin will help carry out the basic policy of the 
United Nations toward Poland — to create a strong* independent, and 
prosperous nation with a government to be selected by the people 
themselves. 

It was agreed to recommend that in the peace settlement a portion 
of East Prussia should be turned over to Russia. That, too, was agreed 
upon at Yalta. It will provide the Soviet Union, which did so much to 
bring about victory in Europe, with an ice-free port at the expense of 
Germany. 

At Yalta it was agreed, you will recall, that the three governments 
would assume a common responsibility in helping to reestablish in 
the liberated and satellite nations of Europe governments broadly repre- 
sentative of democratic elements in the population. That responsibility 
still stands. We all recognize it as a joint responsibility of the three 
governments. 

It was reafBrmed in the Berlin Declarations on Rumania, Bulgaria, 
and Hungary. These nations are not to be spheres of influence of any 
one power. They are now governed by Allied control commissions 
cmnposed of representatives of the three governments which met at 
Yalta and Berlin. These control cmnmissions, it is true, have not been 
functioning completely to our sadsfactson; but improved procedures 
were agreed upon at Berlin. Until these states are reestablished as 
members of the intemadonal family, they are the J^t concern of all 
of us. 

The American delegation was much disturbed over the inability of 
the representatives of a free press to get information out of the former 
German satellite nations. The three governments agreed at Berlin 
that the Allied press would enjoy full freedom horn now on to report 
to the world upon all developments in Rumania, Bulgaria, Hungary, 
and Finland. The same sgreement was reaffirmed also as to Poland. 

One of the persistent causes for wars in Europe in the last two cen> 
turies has been the selfish control of the waterways oi Europe. I mean 
the Danube the Black Sea Straits, the Rhine, the Kiel Canal, and all 
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the inland waterways of Europe which border upon two or more states. 

The United States proposed at Berlin that there be free and unre- 
stricted navigation of these inland waterways. We think this is im- 
portant to the future peace and security of the world. We proposed 
that regulations for such navigation be provided by international 
authorities. 

The function of the agencies would be to develop the use of the 
waterways and assure equal treatment on them for all nations. Mem- 
bership on the agencies would include the United States, Great Britain, 
the Soviet Union, and France, plus those states which border on the 
waterways. 

Our proposal was considered by the conference and was referred to 
the Council of Ministers. There, the United States intends to press for 
its adoption. 

Any man who sees Europe now must realize that victory in a great 
war is not something you win once and for all, like victory in a ball 
game. Victory in a great war is something that must be won and kept 
won. It can be lost after you have won it— if you are careless or negli- 
gent or indilTerent 

Europe today is hungry. I am not talking about Germans. I am 
talking about the people of the countries which were overrun and dev- 
astated by tbe Germans, and particularly about the people of Western 
Europe. Many of them lack clothes and fuel and tools and shelter and 
raw materials. They lack the means to restore their cities and their 
fiKtories. 

As the winter comes on, the distress will increase. Unless we do 
what we can to help, we may lose next winter what we won at such 
terrible cost last spring. Desperate men are liable to destroy the struc- 
ture of their society to End in the wreckage some substitute for hope. 
If we let Europe go cold and hungry, we may lose some cf the founda- 
tions of order on which the hope for worldwide peace must rest 

We must help to the limits of our strength. Ai^ we wilL 

Our meeting at Berlin was the first meeting dE the great Allies since 
victory was won in Europe. Naturally our thoughts now turn to the 
day of vktnry in Japan. 
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The British, Chinese, and United States Governments have given 
the Japanese people adequate warning of what is in store for them. 
We have laid down the general terms on which they can surrender. 
Our warning went uidteeded; our terms were rejected. Since then 
the Japanese have seen what our atomic bomb can do. They can fore- 
see what it will do in the future. 

The world will note that the first atomic bomb was dropped on 
Hircohima, a military base. That was because we wished in ti^ first 
attack to avoid, insofar as possible, the killing of civilians. But that 
attack is only a warning of things to come. If Japan does not sur- 
render, bombs will have to be dropped on her war industries and, 
unfortunately, thousands of civilian lives will be lost. J urge Jap- 
anese civilians to leave industrial cities immediately, and save them- 
selves from destruction. 

1 realize the tragic significance of the atomic bomb. 

Its production and its use were not lightly undertaken by this Gov- 
ernment. But we knew that our enemies were on the search for it. 
We know now how close they were to finding it. And we knew the 
disaster which would come to this Nation, and to all peace-loving 
nations, to all civilization, if they had found it first. 

That is why we felt compelled to undertake the long and uncertun 
and costly labor of discovery and production. 

We won the race of discovery agrinst the Germans. 

Having found the bomb we have used it. We have used it against 
those who attacked us without warning at Pearl Harbor, against those 
who have starved and beaten and executed American prisoners of war, 
aaainst tlmse who have abandoned all pre t ens e of obevinit fohPfi f wtioirM i l 
laws of warfiue. We have used it in order to shorten the agony of 
war, in order to save the lives of thousands and thousands of young 
Americauis. 

We shall continue to use it until we completely destroy Japan's power 
tomakewar. Only a Japanese surrender will stop us. 

The atomic boe^ is too dangerous to be loose in a lawless world. 
That is why Great Britain, Canada, and the United States, who have 
the s ecret of its production, do not intend to reveal that aeoret until 
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means have been found to control the bomb so as to protect ourselves 
and the rest of the world from the danger of total destruction. 

As far back as last May, Secretary of War Stimson, at my sugges- 
tion, appointed a committee upon which Secretary of State Byrnes 
served as my personal representative, to prepare plans for the future 
control of this bomb. 1 shall ask the Congress to cooperate to the 
end that its production and use be controlled, and that its power be made 
an overwhelming inBuence towards world peace. 

We must constitute ourselves trustees of this new force — ^to prevent 
its misuse, and to turn it into the channels of service to mankind. 

It is an awful responsibility which has come to us. 

We thank God that it has come to us, instead of to our enemies; and 
we pray that He may guide us to use it in His ways and for His 
purposes. 

Our victory in Europe was more than a victory of arms. 

It was a victory of one way of life over ano^er. It was a victory of 
an ideal founded on the rights of the common man, on the dignity of 
the human being, on the conception of the State as the servant — ^and 
not the mastei^-of its people. 

A free people showed that it was able to defeat professional soldiers 
whose only moral arms were obedience and the worship of force. 

We tril ourselves that we have emerged from this war the most 
powerful nation in the world— the moat powerful nation, perhaps, in 
all history. That is true, but not in the sense some of us believe it to 
be true. 

The war has shown us that we have tremendous resources to make 
ail the materiab for war. It has shown us that we have skillful work- 
ers and managers and able generals, and a brave people capable of 
Dealings arms* 

All these things we knew before. 

The new thing— the thing which we had not known— riic thing we 
have learned now and should never forget^ is this: that a sodety of self- 
goveming men is more powerful, more enduring^ more creative than 
any other kind of society, however disciplined, however centralized. 

We know now that the basic proposition the worth and dignity 
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of man is not a sentimental aspiration or a vain hope or a piece of 
rhetoric. It is the strongest, most creative force now present in this 
world. 

Now let us use that force and all our resources and all our skills 
in the great cause of a just and lasting peace! 

The Three Great Powers arc now more closely than ever bound to- 
gether in determination to achieve that kind of peace. From Teheran, 
and the Crimea, from San Francisco and Berlin — we shall continue to 
march together to a lasting peace and a happy world I 

noth: The President returned to Wash- after traveling by special train from 
ington on August 7* He was welcomed Newport News where he had dlaem- 

by members the Cabinet on his ar- bark^ that afternoon, 
rival at the While House at 11 pjnn., 


98 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Presented to James F. Byrnes. Attgusi 13, 1945 

CaTATlOK POIt DISnNCmSKBD SSaVtCB MXDAL 

MR. JAMES P. BYRNES, as Director of War Mobilization from 
October 194a to March 1945, discharged duties of great responsibility 
with outstanding success. Faced with the problem of aiding the Chief 
Executive in girding the nation fenr a confiict of unprecedented propor- 
tions, he accomplished his task with exceptional skill. His sympa- 
thetic consideration of both military and civilian needs struck a delicate 
balance that insured the armed forces sufficient manpower and materiel 
for a maximum effort in a global war while maintaining civilian econ- 
omy at the highest level of any belligerent in World War 11 . When 
necessary, he did not hesitate to suf^iort unpopular measures essential 
to the successful prosecution of the war. He continually gave ready 
hearing to all sides of mmnentous questions and rendered logical, 
sound decisions. He accompanied the Cominander-in-Chief to vital 
conferences, applying his extensive knowledge of inter-Allied prob- 
lems to their prompt and effective solution. With vast understanding, 
exceptkmai ability as an arbiter, unswerving devotion to the nadonal 
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interests aiui firm determination, Mr. Byrnes performed difficult serv- 
ices (of higii importance), making a major contribution to the war 
cfTort. 

Harry S. Truman 

NOT I ; ^ he presentation was made by the President in a ceremony in the Rose 
CJarden at the White ! louse. 


99 Statement by the President on the loth Anniversary o£ 
the Social Security Act. August 13, 1945 

IN A WORLD .still at war it is well that we pause to celebrate one of 
the great j^acctimc achievements of the American people, namely, 
the enactment of the Social Security Act. It is only ten years ago that 
this act Isccamc law. Yet in this brief period of time social security 
has Isecome an essential part of the American way of life. 

We have a right to be proud of the progress we have already made 
in this field. We have a national system of old-age and survivors in- 
surance under which forty million workers arc insured not only for 
ohi-age annuities but also for monthly benefits to their wives, chil- 
dren, ami dependent parents in case of the workcr*s death. Already 
there arc well over one million beneficiaries actually receiving monthly 
checks under this insurance system. 

We have a nationwide unemployment insurance system brought 
about by Federal action but administered by the States, under which 
thirty-six million workers are provided some protection against wage 
loss due to involuntary unemployment. 

We have provided Federal grants-in-aid to the States to enable them 
to pay cash assistance to the needy aged, the needy blind, and de- 
pendent children. Today two and three-quarter million men, women, 
and children arc receiving this assistance. In addition, there arc other 
provisions of the Social Security Act which promote child welfare and 
public health. 

But while we have made progress we still have a long way to go 
before we can truthfully say that our social security system furnished 
the people of this country adequate protection. Therefore, we should 
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lose no time in making of our Social Security Act a more perfect instru- 
ment for the maintenance of economic security throughout this country. 

I expect to present to the Congress spccihc recommendations looking 
toward this objective. 

A sound system of social security requires careful consideration and 
preparation. Social security worthy of the name is not a dole or a 
device for giving everybody something for nothing. True soda! secu- 
rity must consist of rights which are earned rights—guaranteed by the 
law of the land. Only that kind of social security is worthy of the men 
and women who have fought and are now fighting to preserve the 
heritage and the future of America. 


100 The President’s News Conference of 
August 14, X945 

THB piBSiOENT [readmg\i “I have received this afternoon a message 
from the Japanese Government—” 

Before I go any further, this will be in the form of releases, so you 
don’t have to copy it unless you want to. **— in reply to the message 
forwarded to that Government by the Secretary of State on August xi. 
1 deem this reply a full acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration which 
specifies the unconditional surrender Japan. In the reply there is 
no qualilficarion. 

"Arrangements are now bong made for the signing of the surrender 
terms at the earliest possible moment. 

"General Douglas MacArthur has been appointed the Supreme Al- 
lied Commander to receive the Japanese surrender. Great Britain, 
Russia, and China will be represented by higlhianking officers. 

"Meantime, the Allied armed forces have been ordered to suspend 
ofifenrive action. 

"Proclamation of V-J Day must wait upon the formal dgning of the 
surrender terms by Japan. 

"The following is the Japanese Government’s message accepting our 

vCOmo# 
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But before I start to read that, there arc three releases to come; one 
has to do with a 2>day holiday The reason we arc making it 2 days 
i$ because we didn't get to celebrate for the other, {Laughterl Then 
there is one that has to do with the draft.* 

This is the official Swiss communique handed to the Secretary of 
State: 

“Sir: I have the honor to refer to your note of August ii, in which 
you requested me to transmit to my Government the reply of the Gov- 
ernments of the United States, the United Kingdom, the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, and Ciuna to the message from the Japanese 
Government which was communicated in my note of August 10. 

“At 20.10 today (Swiss Time) the Japanese Minister to Switzerland 
conveyed the follovidng written statement to the Swiss Government for 
transmission to the four Allied governments: 

“ 'Communication of the Japanese Government of August 14, X945, 
addressed to the Governments of the United States, Great Britain, the 
Soviet Union, and China: 

“ 'With reference to the Japanese Government's note of August 10 
regarding their acceptance of the provisions of the Potsdam declaration 
and the reply of the Governments ol the United States, Great Britain, 
the Soviet Union, and China sent by American Secretary of State 
Byrnes under the date of August ii, the Japanese Government have 
the honor to communicate to the Governments of the four powers as 
follows: 

“ 'i. HOis Majesty the Emperor has issued an Imperial rescript regard- 
ing Japan's accc{^ance of the provisions of the Potsdam declaration. 

“ ‘x His Majesty the Emperor is prepared to authorize and ensure the 
d^poature of his Government and the Imperial General Headquarters 
of the necessary terms fesr carrying out the provisions the Potsdam 
declaraticHCU Hu Majesty Is also prepared to issue his commands to all 
the military, naval, and air authorities of Japan and all the forces under 
their oontxol wherever located to cease active operations, to surrender 
arms tnd to isff w such other orders as may be required by the Suiareme 

«aMt(Missa *smx«mix«i. 
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Commander of the Allietl Forces for the execution of the above- 
mentioned terms.* 

“Accept, Sir, the reneweti .issuranccs of my highest consideration. 

**Chafgl d'AQaires of the Smss Government 
in the United States** 

Voice: I congratulate you! 

THE PRESIDENT. That is all. 

Joe Fox, Washington Star: Thank you, Mr. President. 

{Applause and further congratulations] 

NOTE! President Truman’s eighteenth President’s official family, his secretariat, 
news conference was held in hit office at and Administrative Assistants Ceorge 
the White House at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Schoeneman and David K. Niles. He 
August I94S* White House also noted that former Secretary of &ate 
Official Reporter noted that members Cordell Hull was invited, but did not 
of the Cabinet were present; alio the arrive until the conference was over. 


10 1 Statement by the President Announcing a Reduction in 
the Draft. August 14, 1945 

THE WAR DEPARTMENT has recommended, and 1 have approved, 
a request to the Director of Selective Service to reduce inductions im- 
mediately from 80,000 to 50,000 per month. This 6giire will provide 
only sufficient men to support the forces required for occupational duty 
and to permit the relief of long-service men overseas to the maximum 
extent transportation makes possible. 

In justice to the millions of men who have given long and faithful 
service under the difficult and hazardous conditions of the Pacific War 
and elsewhere overseas a constant fbw of replacements to the occupa- 
tional forces is thought to be imperative. 

Mathematically and morally no other course of action appears 
acceptable. 

Transportation by air and sea should make possible the release horn 
the Army of Eve to Eve and a half million men during the next twelve 
to eighteen months. It is too early to propose deEnite Egures for the 
occupation forces which will be requir^ in the PadEc twelve months 
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from now or what reduction it may be possible to make in the strength 
of tlic Army force now allotted to occupation duties in Europe. It is 
apparent, however, that we can release as many men as can be brought 
home by the means available during the next year. 

The present problem, therefore, centers on the readjustment of per- 
sonnel now in uniform and the induction of new men through Se- 
lective Service to permit the earliest possible release from the Army of 
those men who have long records of dangerous, arduous and faithful 
service. 

Requirements for future induction into the Army will be limited to 
the lowest age groups which will provide the numbers of men required. 
Preliminary estimates indicate that the age groups under 26 will satisfy 
this requirement 


102 Statement by the President Commending Federal 
Employees. August 14, 1945 

ONE OF THE hardest working groups of war workers during the past 
four years — ^and perhaps the least appreciated by the public — ^has been 
the Federal employes in Washington and throughout the country. 
They have carried on the day-to-day operations of the government 
which arc essential to the support of our fighting men and to the carry- 
ing on of the war. 

On behalf of the nation, I formally express thanks to them. 

As a token of this feeling, I hereby request all the heads of the de- 
partments, agencies and bureaus throughout the government to excuse 
the employes thereof for tomorrow and Thursday, 

This action b to be without charge against the annual leave of the 
employes. Only skeleton forces need be maintained. 

1 hope that all of the employes of the government will enjoy this 
wcll-dcscrved— though inadequate— -holiday. 

NOTs: The Presideftt also recognized Executive Order 9340 to declare August 
the conertbutioo of war workers in pri- 15 and 16 legal holidays for premium 
vate industry through a White House pay puipoaes. See also Item 115. 
release announcing that he had amended 
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103 Statement by the President: The Jewish New Year. 
August 15, 1945 

I EXTEND to all my fellow Americans of Jewish faith my hearty con- 
gratulations and best wishes for New Year's Day. 

The enemies of civilization who would have destroyed completely 
all freedom of religion have been defeated. All faiths unite in thanks- 
giving to Almighty God on our victory over the forces of evil. 

Let us now all join to create the kind of peace settlement which will 
keep alive freedom of religious belief all over the world, and prevent 
the recurrence of all this misery and destruction. That is the most 
fitting memorial we can erect to those who have fought and suffered 
and labored and died in this struggle to preserve decency for mankind. 


X04 Statement by the President Proposing Measures To 
Insure Industrial Peace in the Reconversion Period. 
August 16, X945 

OUR NATIONAL WELFARE requires that during the reconversion 
period production of civilian goods and services go forward without 
interruption, and that labor and industry cooperate to keep strikes and 
lockouts at a minimum. We must work out means for the peaceful 
settlement of disputes that might adversely affect the transitson to a 
peacetime economy. 

We have had an exceptionally good record of industrial peace during 
the war. We must take the necessary steps now to insure a contmu- 
ation of this record in the reconversion period befeue us. We must also^ 
in this period, continue the stabilization program, modifying it to meet 
the changes in our economy which are now taking {dace. To these 
ends; 

X. In the near future I shall call a confoence oi representatives of 
organized labor and industry, for the purpose of worki^ out by agree- 
ment means to minimize the interruptson of production by labor dis- 
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The fciundation of our wartime industrial relations was an agreement 
between representatives of industry and labor, who met at the call of 
the President immediately after Pearl Harbor. This agreement pro- 
vitlcii tliat “for the tluration of the war there shall be no strikes or lock- 
outs,’* upon condition that a National War Labor Board be established 
for the peaceful adjustment of unsettled disputes. Pursuant to that 
agreement the President, by Executive Order 9017, created the War 
Labor Boart!, anti Congress, in the War Labor Disputes Act, confirmed 
and strengthened its authority. 

Tire Board is an emergency agency. Its effectiveness has been rooted 
in the wartime agreement which led to its establishment. As a result 
of that agreement industry and labor, with but very few exceptions, 
have voluntarily accepted the Board’s decisions in the disputes which 
have been certified to it as affecting the war effort. A new industry- 
labor agreement to minimize interruprion of production by labor dis- 
putes during the reconversion period ahead of us is imperatively needed. 

2. Pending the completion of the conference and until some new 
plan is worked out and made effective, disputes which cannot be settled 
by collective bargaining and conciliation, including disputes which 
threaten a substantial interference with the transition to a peacetime 
economy, should be handled by the War Labor Board under existing 
procedures. For that interim period I call upon the representatives of 
organized labor and industry to renew their no-strike and no-Iockout 
pledges, and I shall expect both industry and labor in that period to 
continue to comply voluntarily, as they have in the past, with the 
directive orders die War Labor Board. 

3. The Stabilization Act is effective until June 30, 1946. During its 
continuance wage adjustments which might affect prices must continue 
to be subject to stabilization controls. With the ending of war pro- 
duction. however, there is no longer any threat of an mBationary bid- 
ding up of wage rates by competition in a short labor market. I am 
therefore authorizing the War Labor Board to release propos<^ volun- 
tary wage increases from the necessity of approval upon condition that 
they will not be used in whole or in part as the basis for seeking an 
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increase in price ceilings. Pr«iKJscii wage ijureases requiring price 
relief must continue to Ik passcil u|hmi by the Boartl. 

4. The reconversion from wartime to iKacctiinc economy wiJI un- 
doubtedly give rise to maladiustmcnts and inequities in w.'igc rates 
which will tend to interfere with the clfectivc transition to a peace- 
time economy. For the remaining pcritnl of its cxistciiee, the Board 
shouUi be given authority tc» tlc.d wiilt these matadiustments .and in- 
equities. wiiosc scope anti nature cannot In* clearly foreseen, i am 
therefore issuing a new Executive Ortier which will carry forwartf the 
criteria for passing it|)on wage increases as originally laid down in 
Executive Order 92^0, ami which v%*iU also vest in the IVurtl authortty 
to approve or direct increases which arc necessary to aid in the ciTcclivc 
transition to a |>cacctimc economy. The new l-^xccuiivc Order will 
continue the previous requirement that any prtijHJsctl wage increase 
atfecting prices, if approved or tlirccictl by the Bo.tnl, will become cfTcc- 
livc only if also approved by the Director of ICconomic Stabilization. 

5. The War I.^al)or Boartl shouUl l)c tertntn.tietl as soon after the 
conclusion of the forthcoming Industry*I.abor conference as the orderly 
tlisiKsition of the work of the Board, and tlic provisions of iltc War 
Labor Disputes Act fKrmit; and after facilities have been provtdcil to 
take care of the wage stabilization functions under the Act of October 2, 
1942. 

< 5 . Meanwhile, the strengthening of the Department of Lalx}r, and 
the unification under it of functions projicrly belonging to it, arc going 
forwanl under plans being formulated by the Secretary of Labor. In 
these plans particular stress is licing laid on tlic upbuilding of the U.S. 
Omciisation Service. With the return to a {Kacctimc economy and the 
elintinaiion of the present tcm|»orary wartime agencies and procedures, 
w'c must look to collective bargaining, .aided and supplemented by a 
truly effective system of conctli.(tion and voluntary arbitration, as the 
Isest and most democratic method of maintaining sound industrial 
relations. 
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105 Proclamation 2660: Victory in the East— Day o£ Prayer. 
August 16, 1945 

By the President of the United States of America a Proclamation: 

The war lords of Japan and the Japanese armed forces have sur- 
rendered. I'hcy iiave surrendered unconditionally. Three months 
after victory in Europe victory has come in the East. 

Tlic cruel war of aggression which Japan started eight years ago to 
spread the forces of evil over the Pacific has resulted in her total defeat, 

'I'his is the end of the grandiose schemes of the dictators to enslave 
the peoples of the world, destroy their civilization, and institute a new 
era of darkness and degradation. This day is a new beginning in the 
Instory of freedom on this earth. 

Our global victory has come from the courage and stamina and 
.spirit of free men and women united in determination to fight. 

It has come from the massive strength of arms and materials created 
by jKitcc-loving peoples who knew that unless they won decency in 
the worlti would end. 

It has come from millions of peaceful citizens all over the world — 
turned soldiers almost overnight — ^who showed a ruthless enemy that 
they were not afraid to fight and to die, and that they knew how to win. 

It has come with the help of God, Who was with us in the early days 
of ath*crsity and disaster, and Who has now brought us to this glorious 
day of triumph. 

Let us give thanks to Him, and remember that we have now dedi- 
cated ourselves to follow in His ways to a lasting and just peace and to 
a belter world. 

Now, TiiEiiEFOiiE, I, Harry S. Truman, President of the United 
States of America, do hereby appoint Sunday, August 19, 1945, to be a 
day of prayer. 

I call upon the people of the United States, of all faiths, to unite in 
offering their thanks to God for the victory we have won, and in pray- 
ing that He will support and guide us into the paths of peace. 

I also call upon my countrymen to dedicate this day of prayer to the 
memory of those who have given their lives to make possible our 
victory. 

ftSSSI— SI 


IT 
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In Witntkss Whereof, I have hereunto set my luimi and caused the 
seal of the United States of America to lx: affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this sixteenth day of August, in 
the year of our l-ord nineteen hundred and forty-five, and of 
[seal] the Independence of the Unitctl States of America the one 
hundred and seventieth. 

Harrv S. Truman 

By the President: 

James F. Byrnes, 

Secretary of Slate 


106 The President's News Omfcrcncc of 
Augttst 16, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I callal this press conference at the suggestion of 
Mr. Ross, because I thought you h.idn'c all hat! a chance to look me in 
the face or ask me any im|x:rttncnt questions. I Laughter] I haven^t 
anything that you would break your arms to get out of tlic door for 
this morning. [Laughter] If you have questium to ask me — 

[1.] I have issued a proclamation setting aside Sunday as a day of 
prayer. After the 2 days’ celebration I iliink we will need the prayer. 
[Laughter] 

1 am ready for any questions you have to ask. I will answer them if 
I can. 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, the question I have written down here is: 
What is to be done with those three huge plants in the Manhattan 
project ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is gouig to be up to the Congress. That Man- 
hattan project product, in the long run, wilt be used for the welfare and 
benefit of the world instead of its destruction; and if Congress is will- 
ing to go along, we will continue the experiments to show how we 
can use that for peace instead of war. 

Q. Arc the wheels now turning? — do you happen to know? 

THE PRESIDENT. Tlic whccis arc turning. I hope the Congress will 
want to go along. 
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[3. j Q. Mr. President, did you notice that the Japanese radio speak- 
ers iiuiicatc they arc looking for revenge in the future ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Nearly every defeated people does that. That is 
natural. But I don’t think they will have any chance at it. I don’t 
think they will be able to implement it at all; at least, I hope not. 

Q. Mr. President, there still seems to be a little confusion as to the 
legal status of V-J Day, when it comes. 

THE PRESIDENT. V-J wiU bc declared by proclamation when the terms 
of surrender are signed and implemented. The surrender isn’t com- 
plete. There arc still two million Japs fully armed. 

Q. WiU that day, once it is proclaimed — do you envision it as a holi- 
day ? People will not be expected to work, will they ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think they have had their holidays. There is too 
much to do to declare too many holidays. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, one of the new bills is the full employment 
bill? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. 

Q. In Mr. Snyder’s report there was no mention of that. Is there 
any intention of 

THE PRESIDENT. Full employment is a “must.” 

1 5.] Q. Mr. President, will you or General MacArthur announce 
the signing of the surrender terms? 

THE PRESIDENT. It Will bc annouHccd from General MacArthur’s 
headquarters. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, have you time to get back to the Supreme 
Cc^ vacancy? 

THE piiBsn»BNT. No, 1 haven’t had any chance to get to anything but 
what we have been going through; but politics is open and free now. 
[LongArer] 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, anything you can teU us about the tax 
utuation ? 

THE pRisiDBNT. Thcrc is nothing now. Experts arc working on it, 
and when they get the figures ready, I wiU give them to you. 

[8.] Q. Anything about the Jewish national state discussed at 
Potsdam? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Tlicfc was. I discussctl tlic matter with Mr. 
Churchill and Mr. Attlee, and wc arc still discussing it. 

Q. Not with Stalin ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, thcrc was nothing he could do about it. 

Q. Mr. President, arc you aware of any negotiations or conversa- 
tions now with Korea? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am HOt. 

Q. You know the situation ; the Koreans arc asking 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, ihc Korean situation was discussed at Berlin, 
and the Korean program, I think, will be carried through as wc antici- 
pated — that it will be a free country. 

[9.1 Q. Mr. President, is Manila dehnitcly hxed as the surrender 
place now? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can’t answcr that. I1iat is in the hands of the Allied 
Commander in Chief. 

[ 10.] Q. Mr. President, did you take up the status of Hong Kong? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, it was not discussed. 

Q. Mr. President, there was a report General Eisenhower was return- 
ing here; have you any information on that. 

THE PRESIDENT. I haVC nOt. 

Q. Mr. President, was there any term of years fixed on the occupation 
of Germany? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. Some thought the a-year reparations period indicates that we 
might get out in that time. 

THE pRBstDENT. The occupatlon will depend entirely on how well the 
Germans rehabilitate themselves on the democratic way of life. 

Q. Does that apply to the lapanese also? 

THE PRESIDENT. !t ccTtainly will. 

Q. Mr. President 

THE PRESIDENT. Lct thu lady spcak. 

Q. Vivian Lovell, French Newt Agency: Have the different sones of 
occupation of fapan been discussed? 

THE pREsmENT. They have not 

Q. Arc you antidpating any trips in the near future ? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Noj it*s like inoving a circus to get me around the 
country, and I will stay at home. [Laughter'] 

[11.] Q. Is Dean Achcson resigning from the Department of State ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a matter for the Secretary of State. 

[12.] Q. What is the status of the War Labor Board under the new 
program— will it continue to exist? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, the War Labor Board will only continue as long 
as there is a necessity, which I think will be only a limited time. 

[* 3 ‘] Q* Will there be occupation zones in Japan? 

THE PRESIDENT. Japan will be occupied under the Commander in 
Chief for the Allies. I don’t think there will be any necessity for zones 
of occupation in Japan. Probably there will be troops from the Allies 
In the occupation areas. 

[14,] Q. How long do you think the draft will have to continue, 
Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is a matter that Congress will have to decide. 
The tiraft is only temporarily continued for the need to get those soldiers 
who have been fighting discharged first. There is no reason why these 
young fellows who have nothing to do now should not replace the ones 
who have done the fighting so they can be discharged. The Congress 
will have to pass on that when they meet. 

Q. Mr. President, are you going to make recommendations on what 
kind of peacetime military training we are to have ? 

THE pfUSSiDENT. I am going to make recommendations to Congress 
on a universal military training program which is not peacetime 
conscription. 

Q. When? 

THE PRESIDENT. When Congtcss meets* 

[ *5’] Q* chai’gcs in the War I-abor Board ? Who will handle 
that? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thc Department of I-abor. 

[16.] Q. Do you care to go any further with that peacetime mili- 
tary training now? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, that Will bc a new story I will give you later. I 
<km*t want to talk about it today. 
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[17.3 Q. Do you envisage the appointment of a {solitical adviser to 
General MacArthur like ilob Murphy is to General Eisenhower? 

THE PRESIDENT. If that is ncccssary, it will be done. The situation is 
entirely different in the Pacific. 

[18.] Q. What was the American view on Palestine at Berlin? 

THE PRESIDENT, Thc American view of Palestine is, we want to let as 
many of the Jews into Palestine as it is possible to let into that country. 
Then thc matter will have to be worked out diplomatically with thc 
British and thc Arabs, $0 tliat if a state can be set up there they may 
be able to set it up on a peaceful basis. 1 have no desire to send 500,000 
American soldiers there to make peace in Palestine. 

Q. Was thc meeting at Berlin the last of the Big Three meetings, 
Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I cannot answer that question. It will have to be 
decided later. 

[i9<] Q* Mr. President, are you in a position to discuss what you 
want to do with the Army and Navy after the war? There was some 
talk of combining them. 

THE PRESIDENT, No, 1 don*t Want to discuss that this morning. 1 
will discuss it at a later date. 

[20.] Q. Any decision made on the future home of the United 
Nations? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, there has been no discussion oi it. 

[at.] Q. Mr. President, do you contemplate calling a conference 
of capital and labor in the near future? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, somctsmc dttcT CongTCss meets. 

[22.] Q. Mr. Presiilent, in view of the rather sudden collapse of 
Japanese resistance, are plans in readiness now for the occupation? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, they are-’for the contrdl oi the dvilim govem< 
ment. General MacArthur has been working on those plans ri|^ 
along with his military plans. 

Joe Foe, Washington Star: Thank you,Mr. President. 

IKE PRESIDENT. Nicc 10 have seen you all. 

Non: Pmidbst Trumsn't ninetjeenth at the Whke House at xo;o3 suai. oo 
news oooferenoe was held in hU office Thtmday, Aagast s6^ 15^5. The Wldtoe 

328 



Harry S, Truman, 29^5 Aug. 23 [107] 

Sloutc (iifitial Reporter notcU ihst Guy motton was the special guest at this 
Innci of the Hrittsh .Ministry of Infer- conference. 


1 07 Hie President’s News Conference of 
August 23, 1945 

THE PERsioENT. I havc a couple of announcements I want to read to 
you; they arc mimee^aphed and you can get copi« of them when you 
get through. 

[ I,] This is to the heads of Executive departments and agencies: 

“It is my desire that not later than the week beginning September 9, 
1945, all departments and agencies reduce their administrative work- 
week to the basic 40 hours a weeki unless such reduction in hours would 
result in a serious detriment to their essential operations. This will 
permit the establishment of a 5-day workweek wherever feasible. In 
those cases where you decide that it is absolutely necessary to tempo* 
rarily maintain a workweek in excess of 40 hours, please report to the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget the reasons for your decision.*’ 

[2.] Then this notice went out also: 

“Since there would appear to be no further necessity for continuing 
the present requirements for work on public holidays, such holidays, 
as enumerated below, should be observed as nonwork days: 

•The isi day of jfanuary, the aad day oi February, the 30th day of 
May, the 4th clay of |uly, the ist Monday of September, the ixth day of 
November, the 4th lliursday in November, and Christmas Day. 

“In addition, the general restrictions placed on leaves of absence be- 
cause of war conditions are no longer necessary and the departments 
and agencies should return to their normal policies in granting leaves 
of absence for vacation purposes.** * 

If you have any quesdbns that 1 can answer, 1*11 try to answer them. 

[3.] Q. Mr. Be^ent, is Secretary Ickes condnuxng in the Cabinet? 

THa aaisiDBifi'. Se€ntttay Icl(es urili conttnue in the CaMnetm 1 had a 

avh* WMM Itiiti MtotM «r AasMt M •ttMS Chat at tiM StraatloB «t tte IhnHMrat, 
Ocaraa J. memrnmmM, Atetalatntiva Aattotaat. tMrmma titta MamnuaSaM to tlw IwaSa 
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session with him yesterday^ and he is going to take a tri{) to London on 
the negotiation of the oil matter. 

Q. Is his service as Secretary contingent on the completion of that 
London mission? 

THE PREsmENT. It is 190 /. It IS Contingent only on as long as he wants 
to remain ; and I think he is satisfied to remain. 

[4.] Q. General Henhey, in a speech in Boston last nighti said that 
unless the Draft Act is amended the right of employment of the vet- 
erans would expire on V-J Day. Would you favor legislation on that? 

THE PRESIDENT, 1 think General Hershey is speaking about the provi- 
sion in the Draft Act that is apart from the provisions in the GI bill of 
rights. 

Q. He said there was no such provision in the Gl bill of rights. 

THE PRESIDENT. I tiunk it Can be interpreted that way, but we can 
have that amended. The Draft Act ends with the proclamation de- 
claring that hostilities have ceased and the war is over — which has not 
happened yet and won’t happen for some lime tocome. 

Q. Do I understand you to mean that the original inumdon of the 
Draft Act giving the veterans their jobs back would remain even if you 
had to patch it up with further legislation ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s wfaat I intended to say. 

Q. Providing a new bill? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thc qucstlon was only in reference to the guarantee 
to veterans of their jobs. 

Q. Would that mean a new i»ece of legislation ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It probably would require an amendment to thc GI 
bill of rights, if that is not interpreted to mean what it says. 

[5-] Q, Mr. President, please tell us a little about your vint with 
General de Gaulle. 

THE PRESIDENT. 1 had A vcry pleasant visit vrith the General. We dia> 
cussed que^ons that affect France and the United States, and instructed 
the Foreign Minister of France and thc Secretary of &am of thc United 
States to discuss all thc matters which are at issue between France and 
the United States, and then submit those matters to O^eral dc Gaulle 
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ami myself for final decision if they could not reach an agreement 
which was satisfactory to both of us. 

Q. You cx{>cct to see him again ? 

TtiE PRESIDENT, i imagine so. He is going to pay visits around various 
places in the Unttal States. I imagine I will see him again. 

[6.] Q. Do you favor the immediate and public trial of the officers 
who were responsible for Pearl Harbor? 

THE PRESIDENT. What was that? 

Q. Do you favor immediate and public trials to fix the responsibility 
of the Army and Navy olfHcers who were in command at Pearl Harbor? 

THE PRF4IDENT. I think 1 am about to receive a recommendation 
from the Secretaries of Navy and War on that. I will answer that 
when it comes. 

Q. Do you expect it soon ? 

THE PRESIDENT. You Will bc informed when that comes. 

[7.] Q. Has Mr. |usttce Roberts received an assignment from you 
and Mr. Byrnes? 

THE PRESIDENT. He refused one from Mr. Byrnes and me. I hope he 
will change his mind. 

Q. Could you tel! us the nature of the assignment ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I woutd rather not discuss it until I am sure he will 
not take it. 

[ 8.1 Q. Anything on the Supreme Court appointment yet, sir? 

THE pRBsioEHr. No, no announcement. I haven't had a chance to 
give it the necessary thought. 

(9.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us anything about the progress 
of the hospitalixatson and construction program? 

THi pRBSiSkBNT. No^ I can'tj I haven’t had a chance to go into that 
either. As soon as possible I will go into It and then I will answer your 
questions. 

[10.) Q. Mr, President, do you plan any subsidies oa cqppcr and 
xinc, since these metals arc now in goixi supply— plentiful ? 

Tifi pRBsiD>NT. If they am In plentiful supply die subsidy will xKie be 
necessary. 


«a»si— SI 
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[ii.] Q. Can you tell us anything about your conferences with Dr. 
Soong? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, ttot at thc prcscnt time. I will be glad to inform 
you as soon as I am in a position to do so without embarrassment to thc 
Chinese Government, the Government of the United States, and the 
Soviet Union. All thc relations between those three governments were 
discussed, but I am not at liberty to dbcuss that until the final conclu> 
sions have been reached. 

[ra.] Q. Anything on Icnd-lcasc that you might report on, Mr. 
President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I think that very plainly stated the ease.' 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, do you take the view of (Jencral Hershey 
with regard to thc Draft Act? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not legally inclined, and I don't know the legal 
provisions in the Draft Act, because I haven't studied it; so 1 can't give 
you my views on that. 

Q. Thc Hershey view is 

THE px£su>ENT. General Hershey ought to know what he is talking 
about; he has been enforcing the Draft Act for some time. I will not 
discuss it because 1 am not familiar enough with it. 

[14,] Q. Mr. President, have your ideas on reorganiaaiion reached 
the point where you want to discuss them ? 

THE PRESIDENT. 1 am trying to persuade the Congress to give me the 
power to make the reorganization, and until that is done I don't want 
to talk about it. 

[15.] Q. Can you tell us anything about your luncheon today? 

>Ttt« Pn»Mt(l«nt iwf 0 rr*d Ut tfa* foUoirtaf Wlilt* flona* ivImw*. Aomitt 31, ia4S ; 

Tfa» Piwildmit has dlrwtad tb* Woemiga Keoaomte AdnlaUitmtsr to taiw ata^a laiaiaiU. 
atviy to dioeotitinuo aU toad-lwiBa oiNMratltiBa aad to aottfjr foralya foroniMOBCa roeoltriac 
land'Iraii* of thla aetloo. 

Tli« Prooiditit alM dtrfcbi that all oatataadloi coatraeta for l•Bd•t ••80 tao maevtod, ax* 
a«pt wbrro Allird aovrrniiMiota arr wUIIb« to a«r*o to taka tbata ovor, or vbaro It la ta 
tbo latorwt of tbo Ualtod SUtot to «oai|rio«o ttMOk 

Ttao Porvlan Bconoailo Rdaifolatmtor furtbonnoro la laatntetadl to aa«ntl«t# wltb 
Alllod sovonuaaata for poaalblo procxiroaMait by thaai of te ad M o a ao tovoatortao Boar ta 
atoekpllo aad in proeaoa of dolltery. 

If tbo military aaodo lood>iaoao aapplloa for tbo movoaaoot troopo or for ooeopattea 
parpoora, tbo military arlll bo roopooaiblo for proouromoat. 

It ta aoUmatad that uneoraplotod eontracto for non-maaltlona aad Balabad peoda ta tbfa 
oouatry aot yot traaaforrod to lootk-loaoa oooatrtao amonat to aboat IS MlUoa aad that load* 
laaao ooppltoa la atookpUo abroad amoaat to botwooa 11 oad 11 H btUloa. 
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TiiK 1*111 suiFNT. Oh, I got kind of lonely to see some of my friends and 
tclcphonctl Mr. BifBc ! would be down to see him. I didn’t expect to 
have an cl.ilxjratc lunclicon, but there were a dozen or so Senators and 
others present, and we hail a very pleasant time, as we always do. 

( *6.] Q. Mr. President, arc the Big Three, as reported, planning 
joint action to avert civil war in Cluna ? 

THE i»RE 5 ioE!VT. That IS a matter you better discuss with the Secre- 
tary of State. I haven't heard anything about it. 

[17.1 Q. There has been some criticism of the demobilization pro- 
gram: have you talked with the Secretaries of War and Navy about 
that ? 

THE MiE^mENT. Ycs, I liavc talked with the Secretaries of War and 
Navy, General Marshall, and Admiral King; and their armed services 
arc tioing everything in their power to expedite demobilization. It 
wouldn't make any difference what sort of plan they had, somebody 
wouldn't like it. 

(18 . 1 Q. Mr. President, the British Prime Minister has discussed 
Franco-Spain ; do you care to go a little further on that ? 

THE pRBstOENT. There was an agreement on Franco-Spain; I think 
the Prime Minister of England very clearly stated the matter. None 
of us like Franco or his government. 

[19.) Q. Is there any news regarding labor-management? Have 
the arrangements been made yet ? 

THX piuutotNT. No, as soon as they are made 1 will announce it. 

Q. WIk) is drawing up the agenda ? 

TH« nuuiOENT. There is none yet. We’re trying to get that crowd 
together, and as soon as we have things arranged I’ll tell you the whole 
story. That meeting takes place tomorrow~*to try to make the 
arrangements. 

[ao.] Q. Mr. Prerident, will your V-J Day statement proclaim the 
end of hostilitkt or the end of the national emergency? 

THi pitisiSBNT. Neither one; it will merely state V-J Day, Thte 
matter wtU then be put in the lap of Congress to make whatever state- 
ment is necenary* with the recommendarion that Congress not act 
predpitatcly in the matter hut make an orderly reconversion. 
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Q, What wouUi be the legal signiiieaitcc «il ilccl.tr.itum of N'-J Day? 

THE PRESIDENT. That ticpcmis altogether tiu Itow it is worded, 
f lMughter\ 

[21.] Q. Mr. President, there were some \ery sir.mgc rc|Hiris in the 
Dutch press the last few tl.iys claiming that thin country w.mis to con- 
trol Iceland, Greenlantl, anil some Italian colonies. Any comment on 
that? 

THE PRESIDENT, Tliat’s ncws to mcj I can’t tliscuss it l»ecauHC I don’t 
know anything about it. 

Q, Mr. President, would you care 10 discuss the future of Iiulo- 
china and Thailand? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Wouldn’t? th.n’s a matter that the Foreign 
Ministers probably will discuss, and ! don’t care to di.sctiss it here toilay. 

Q. Thank you. 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s all right. 

[22.] Q. I think Mr. Crocvley yesterday said iciuide,ise \%*tnt}d l>c cut 
off except in those instances where it would Ih: to the Iscst interest of 
tlic country. Will you give us an illustration of that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I can’t? I cati't give you an illustration of it. If 
I find one I’ll be glad to give it to you. 

Q, Mr. President, did you take up with Mr. Crowley the question 
of the “pipeline” to Great Britain ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, 1 didn’t? he had no instructions from me except 
what you saw in the release.* 

0 - Can you tell us the rc,asons for termination of Icnd-lease ? There 


*Ttn* Pr«'»tU!i*nt to » Whit* tloHwr roti**** tlotHl Auvw«t 31. Pwr foot* 
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tlnulnic tt« optmtton.** 
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have been statements that it was a direct blow at the British Govern- 
ment. 

TIIR PRRiiiDENT. That IS not true at all. The reason is that the bill was 
passed by Congress defining lend-lease as a weapon o£ war, and after we 
cease to l>e at war it is no longer necessary. I happened to be Vice 
Prcsiiicnt at the time that law was extended and I made such a promise. 
! am merely living up to the promise I made as Vice President of the 
United States. 

Q. We haven’t yet ceasetl to be at war. We 

THK wtRsioENT. No, but hostilities have ceased. Hostilities arc not 
going on. We are not conducting a war. I think, technically, we have 
come to the point where it is not necessary to continue lend-lease, 
(2). I Q. Sir, do you anticipate making any recommendation about 
the advance lime — war time ? 

THE putiMORNT. Tliat Will bc taken care of in die message to Congress 
the 51I1 of September. I think we will go back to standard time. The 
States can do whatever they choose. 

Q. Sir, what else might be in that message ? [Laughter] 

THE pEEsit>E»<rr. rU give you that message when X get it ready. 
Voices; Thank you, Mr. President. 

NOT IS t President Truman's twcniieth at the White House at 4 pan. on Thurs- 
nrws conference was held in his office day, August aj, 1945. 

108 Memorandum Concerning Veteran Preference in Federal 
Agencies. Aagmt 24, 1945 

( Released August 34, 1945. Dated August 33, 1945 ] 

To the Heads of Executive GepmtmenU and Agencies: 

Section 14 of the Veterans* Preference Act of 1944 sets forth certain 
definite procedures to be followed by the heads df departments and 
agencies in connection with the proposed discharge* suspension for 
more than thirty days, furlough without pay, or reduedon in rank or 
compensatkm ci an employee df the Federal Government who is en- 
titled to veteran preference. 
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This Section likewise grants to the veteran, or his tlcsignatcd repre- 
sentative, the right of an appeal to the Civil Service Commission. The 
law also provides that the Commission shall conduct an investigation, 
consider the evidence submitted, and then submit its findings and rec- 
ommendations to the proper administrative officer. 

It is my desire that the heads of all departments and agencies arrange 
to put into effect as promptly as possible the recommendations which 
the Civil Service Commission makes under Section 14 of the Veterans* 
Preference Act of 1944. This constitutes another way in which the 
Federal Government can demonstrate that it intends to live up to both 
the letter and the spirit of the Veterans’ Preference Act. 

Hamy S. Tkuman 


109 Citation Accompanying the Legion of Merit Presented 
to President de Gatdle of France. August ^4, 1945 

CITATION POK TKB UKtlON OP SOOUT 
IMBCaua OP CHIBF OOMMANIHBE 

GENERAL CHARLES DE GAULLE, President of the Provisional 
Government of the French Republic and CoEnmander'in<Chief of 
France’s armed forces, performed distinguished services by maintaining 
his nation's effort in the struggle against the common enemy in Europe. 
From the chaos which followed the unleashing of the aggressor states* 
military power he emerged to keep bright the flame of liberty among 
his countrymen, to rally them in the cause of freedom, to merge their 
revived strength with the growing might of the United Nations. In 
victory he returned to his native sc^ there to rebuild on firm principles 
a nation rededkated to Hbeity, eq[uality and firaternsty. 

Haiet S. Truman 
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1 10 Ciiiiliofi Accciinpanying the Legion of Merit Presented 
10 ( icorgcji Hidault, Minister of Foreign Affairs of 
France. A u gust 24, 1945 

citation for the lecion op merit 

DECREE OF COMMANDER 

GKORCiMH HIDAULT, Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Provisional 
Government of the French Republic, was called to the colors in the 
autumn of 1939 and devotedly served his country as a sergeant of 
infantry until die spring of 1940 when he was taken prisoner by the 
Germans. In July 1941, after more than a year of captivity, he re- 
gained his freedom, whereupon without regard for his own safety or 
weU*l>cing he immediately became extremely active in French under- 
ground affairs. Displaying at all times zealous determination to drive 
the invader from France, he played a major part in organizing the 
French Resistance Movement for effective cooperation with the Allied 
armies, and became President of the National Council of Resistance, 
which post he occupied on the Day of Liberation. Continuing as 
Minister of Fordgn Affairs to cooperate with the United Nations in 
the pursuit of their ideals, M. Bidault fostered a spirit of friendship 
and harmony between his republic and that of the United States. 

Harry S. Truman 

iNrora; The preartitatioci was made by the President in a ceremony at the White 
House. 

1 1 s Statement by the President on the 25th Anniversary of 
the Women’s Suffrage Amendment. August 25, 1945 

AUGUST 26, 1945, will mark the twenty-fifth anniversary of the rati- 
fication by the states of the Amendment to the National Constitution 
granting suffrage to women. 

Less than a century ago women in the United States were denied the 
right to voce and were classed as inferiors under the law. In 1920 
there occurred one the great events in oiur history— the Federal Con- 
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stitutxon was amended to extend sutlragc to the wuiuen tif uur country. 
Since that time the movement to misc the slaius of women in all other 
fields has gone steadily forward. 

In the total war through which we have just jiasscti the htnnc front 
has been no mere phrase* but truly a haitlefront where women Ijorc a 
major part of the struggle. 

Women walked into the pages of tcxlay\ history as gixxl ciii/.cns and 
good soldiers. 

To praise women for making tnielligciu use of the IniUot, «ir for doing 
their share in winning the war, would lie an act of eondcsccnsion the 
very opposite of that equal respect symlHiiixctl by the suffrage amend" 
ment. But on the twenty-fifth anniversary of the Nineteenth Amend- 
ment, it is fitting that we, men and women alike, should give thanks 
for an America in which women can stand on the level footing of full 
citizenship in peace and in war. 


1 12 Statement by the Prcstcicnt Concerning Veterans 
Hospitals. August 25, 1945 

A PROGRAM for the construction of new hospital beds for the treat- 
ment of veterans was recently recommended by the Veterans 
Administration. 

When these recommendations reached my desk I had decided to 
accept the resignation of General Hines as Veterans Administrator and 
to appoint General Omar N. Bradley as his successor. 

In all fairness to General Bradley I thought he should have an oppor- 
tunity to make his own recommendations, as he would be held respon- 
sible for his administration. In order that he might have this oppor- 
tunity, I approved the program for the construction of 29,000 beds 
but withheld approval of any locations. 

I expect General Bradley wnll expedite the submission of a program 
recommending locations for the beds. This will be acted on as 
promptly as possible. 
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1 1 3 foim Statement Following Discussions With President 
dc CJaullc of France. August 25, 1945 

I'HE \'ISIT of General dc Gaulle, President of the Provisional Govern- 
ment of the French Repuldic, to the President of the United States of 
Anicrica, has Ikch marked by an important exchange of views between 
the two Chiefs of State, wlio, in the course of their first meeting, cx- 
presseti their sentiments of mutual high esteem. 

The conversations, which began immediately after General 
tic (iaullc's arrival in Washington, have made possible a thorough dis- 
cussion of a wwlc range of subjects, among them those of most immedi- 
ate interest to the two governments. 

$ubset}uent to the second conversation between President Truman 
and General dc Gaulle, and at their request, the Secretary of State, Mr, 
Byrnes, ami Foreign Minister, Monsieur Bidault, had during two days 
a full anti frank discussion of political and economic questions in which 
the two cutintrics arc ticcpiy interested. 

Following those tliscussions, both the Cliicfs of State, and the Secre- 
tary of State and the French Foreign Minister, have fully recognized, 
in the course of a further meeting, the fundamental harmony between 
French and American aims in the construction of the postwar world 
and have expressed their r^dtness to act in accordance with this mutual 
understanding by establishing an even closer cooperation between the 
two countries. 


1 14 Letter to the Chairmen of the Senate and House 

Coininittees on Military Affairs on Army Manpower 
Requirements. August 27, 1945 

Dear — i 

It occurs to me that it would be helpful to your committee in plan- 
ning its legislative program to have my views on the matters which 
will be under your consideration. As you know, coincident with 
Japan's acceptance of our surrender terms, two important steps were 
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taken to adjust Army manpower requirements: A worUi-widc cam- 
paign to obtain the maximum number of volunteers was initiated^ and 
Selective Service calls were reduced from 80,000 to 50,000 men a month. 

The first of these steps will require legislative assistance. Present 
laws place a celling of 280,000 on the number of enlistments which can 
be accepted; only men now in the service or those who have been dis- 
charged for less than 90 days can be enlisted directly; and there arc 
some legal uncertainties regarding reenlistment bonuses, grades, raus- 
tering-out pay and other benefits under the G-I Bill of Rights. These 
matters should be clarified as rapidly as may be to the end that there 
will be no legal impediments to the maximum procurement of volun- 
teers. In addition the Congress will wish to consider what more can 
be done in the way of furnishing inducements which will stimulate 
voluntary enlistments. The more men who can be secured by this 
means, the fewer it will be necessary to induct into or continue in the 
service. 

The continuance of inductions through the medium of Selective 
Service will be one of your most cridca! problems. From many stand- 
pennts, 1 wish it were possible for me to recommend that the drafdng 
of men be stopped altogether and at once. But, sharing the deep feeling 
of our people that those veterans who have given long and arduous 
service must be returned to their homes with all possible speed and 
with the certainty that world conditions will require us during the 
transition period to settled peace to maintain a real measure of our 
military strength, 1 cannot so recommend. The tiniadon in the Pacific 
continues to have many elements of danger, and war-tom and disorgan- 
ized Europe is facing a difficult winter season with scarcities of food, fuel 
and clothing. Our occupation forces in those areas must be held at safe 
levels, determined largely by General MacAithur and General Eisen- 
hower who are on the ground and familiar with the situation. We 
cannot stop the certain in-iSow of replacements into the armed forces, 
without necessitating prolonged service of veteran soldiers. 

My great concern at the present moment Is for those now in the 
armed forces whose war service has separated them hnom their homes 
and loved ones for extended periods. An unlorghribie discrimination 
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would result, i£ we should favor those who have had no military service 
by suspending their induction at the cost of requiring further sacrifice 
from litosc who have already done their part. 

Based on the present unsettled conditions in Europe, the uncertainties 
of the Pacific, and decent consideration for all the men in the service 
who have borne the burden of the past years, I have approved contin- 
uation of inductions until such time as the Congress shall establish the 
broad national policies to govern full demobilization, occupation and 
world security. 

While the question of how to provide adequate military forces and 
at the same time to restore veterans to their homes is a matter for 
determination by the Congress, it appears clear to me that we dare not 
depend solely on volunteers. The continuation of inductions through 
Selective Service at a rate depending upon the rate of volunteering is 
the only safe and acceptable solution. However, it is my view that 
these inductions should be for a two year period unless sooner di^ 
charged and should consist of men in the age group z8 to 25 inclusive. 

It is my firm conviction, which 1 believe b shared by the majority 
in this country, that war veterans who do not volunteer to remain in 
the service should be discharged as soon as it is practicable to do so. This 
means that we must start at once to obtain personnel exclusive of these 
veterans to carry the burden of the occupational period. Volunteers 
should be procured in maximum numbers and the remainder of what- 
ever stren^ b required obtained by post V-J Day inductions through 
Selective Service. 

The War Department b stressing the procurement volunteers to 
the utmost How many will be obtain^ b problematical but kom 
past experience and the most recent studies $oofioo appears to be the 
maxim um to be expected by July next Inductions, if continued at 
the present lednoed rate, for the same period would produce approxi- 
matdy 900^00 men. On thb basb there will be not mme than 800,000 
ncMTi-vccerazisand voitiiiteers in the army next July. 

It tt that Socmmo mat wiU be insufficieni: to meet over-all 

wqu im nemi next July. General Eisenhower's and General Mac- 
Aithur's estimates alone total i^xoofioo, exclusive o£ the numbers re- 



[114] Aug. 27 Public Papers of the Presidents 

quired for supporting troops in the UniictI States anti other areas. 
The difference between the 800,000 non-veterans anti volunteers and 
whatever total strength is required must be matle up by hoUitng atltii- 
tiona! numbers of veterans in the service, it is evuient that any curt.iil- 
ment in the number of Selective Service replacements will only accentu- 
ate the numl>cr of veterans who must he retained in the service. Wliilc 
it will not be pc^sible to discharge all of ilicm even under the proposet! 
system as soon as we would like, we will have t!ic satisfaction of know- 
ing that the program will give them the licst opjwrt unity we can pro- 
vide for their early return to civil life. 

One other matter which ticserves the immediate consideration of 
your Committee is the question of when the ‘’emergency*’ or “war** 
should be officially terminated. I must emphasi/.e tlic tianger that lies 
in a too early unqualified forma! termination. Tragic conditions would 
result if we were to allow the period of military service to expire by 
operation of law while a substantial portion of our forces had not yet 
liccn returned from overseas. I am confident tiiat the Congress will 
take no action whicli would place the armed forces in such a jiosition. 

Hakrv S. Thuman 

note; This is the text of identical letters |. May. Chairmen of the Senate and 
addressed to the Honorable Eibert D. House Commiiiret on Military Affairs, 
Thomas and to the Honorable Andrew respectively. 


115 Memorandum Concerning Reimbursement of War 

Contractors for Wages Paid for Work on August 15 and 
16. August 28, 1945 

[ Released August 28, 1945. Dated August 34, 1945 ] 

Memorandum to the Director of Contract Settlement and the Contract- 
ing Agencies of the Government: 

When the news was received on August 14, 1945, that the Japanese 
had accepted the Potsdam declaration, a statement was issued from the 
White House that the days of August 15 and 16, 1945, would be de- 
clared holidays for war workers under Executive Order 9240, which 
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provides for holiday premium pay. An Executive Order effectuating 
this was subsequently issued ; and the Secretary of Labor publicly ex- 
pressed my hope tliai war workers who did not work on those two 
days would be paid by their employers at straight-time rates. There 
was widespread observance of these holidays, which represented an 
appropriate recognition of the magniheent contribution made by war 
workers to our victory. 

In view of these actions, contractors who pay the war workers among 
their employees for time off taken during these two days should be reim- 
bursed by the Government to the extent that the Government is com- 
pensating these contractors on a cost basis. This would include the 
holders of cost-plus-a-fixed-fee or other cost-type war contracts, because 
such pay for time off is a reasonable and proper cost of performing such 
contracts. 1 1 would also include the holders of war contracts terminated 
for the Government's convenience to the extent that the cost of pay 
for time off is applicable to terminated work. 

It would be impracticable to attempt any reimbursement on this 
account to the holders of fixed-price war contracts that are completed 
and not terminated, for this would involve making many thousands 
of minor contract amendments. Such contractors, moreover, are con- 
tinuing to receive the contract price for their product. 

Please take all necessary steps to effectuate the foregoing. 

HaKET S. TkUMAK 

MOTt: The ten of Office of Contract was also rdeased. The regulatkxi is 
Secilcsneot Rcgulatioa No. ao, giving published in the Federal Raster (10 
tfket u> the Fresfafeiit's memoiaiidum, P.R. 10985). 


1 16 The President’s News Conference of 
Amgmt 39, 1945 

THt ffttsiiMDfT. I have a release for you this srKxrnitig which is being 
haiided to you in the form of three documents. Ihe rdlease date is x 
o'clock todav. 

] I have here repmts on the Pearl Hatbor disaster. One 
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is from the Army and one is from the Navy. 'I’he N.ny rr|M>ri gives a 
“Finding of Facts” by a Navy Ctiurt of Inquiry. Att.icluai m this Find- 
ing of Facts arc imbrsements by the Judge AtKmMie (Jencral <if the 
Navy, Rear Admiral T. L. Gatch; Atlmiral F,. J, King, <diief of Naval 
Operations, and the Secretary of the N.avy. You tvill brui a svmim.ition 
of the findings in the final indorsement by the Secretary of the Navy 
at the end of the document. 

From the Army wc have the report of the Army Pc.trl f I.irlntr Ibanl 
and, l>ound separately, a statement by the Secretary of W'.ir. Ortain 
criticisms of the Chief of Staff, General Marshall, appear in the rc|XJrt 
of the Army Pear! Harlx^r Ho.ard. You will notice in the Secretary** 
statement, beginning on page nineteen, that he t.ikes sharp isstic with 
this criticism of General Marshall, st.iting that the criiicjMit “is en- 
tirely uniustified.” I'hc conclusion of the Secrctarv of War is that 
General Marshall acfctl throughout lliis matter with his usual “great 
skill, energy and efficiency.’* i associate myself wliolcheartctUy with 
this expression by the Secretary of War. 

Indeed I have the fuUc.st confidence in the skill, energy and efficiency 
of all our war leaders, both Army and Navy. [ lutsis reeitiin!*] 

Now, these documents will Ik given to you, 'riicrc is a lor of rending 
matter in them, ami you have 2 hours to look them over iKforc the 
release date comes. Any questions 
Q. Yes ; can you give us a 3;o-word Icatl ? | i^ushfrr ] 

TiiK PRRsioKNT. I could givc you a ^oo-word lent!. l/Mughter] 

Q. Arc your remarks quotable— on the rccortl ? 

T!iF. PKEsiDKNT. My rcmarks arc on the rcconl. \W can have a copy 
of iny statement prepared for you. It is on the ret ortl. 

Q, We liavc until i o*clock to 

THE PRESIDENT. You havc Until I o'clock to study these documents, 
and you can consult Mr. Ross ami anybody else you wivli to consult. 
Q. Is what you are trying to clear up, sir, also for i oVhick rclc.i5c? 
THE PRESIDENT. They arc all for i o'clock release; everything in con- 
nection with it is for 1 o'clock release. Tliat is to givc you time to look 
these things over so you won’t havc to go off haifcockctl. 

Q, I suppose the documents arc pretty well self-explanatory? 
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THR PRivsmKNT. They are. 

Q. Do they present any action? 

TIIK PRr^iOENT. They state the facts so that there won’t be any more 
argument aiwut what the facts are, 

Q. Wh.it is the status on the court-martial matter? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havc nothing to say on the court-martial, except 
that if a court-martial is necessary, the gentlemen will have a prompt 
and fair trial. 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us something about the circumstances 
surrounding the decision to make this public at this time? 

THE PRESIDENT. WcU, thcrc has been a great deal of conversation in 
regard to Pearl Harbor and various boards havc looked into the facts, 
and 1 iust decided that the country is entitled to the facts. There is 
nothing there that needs to be covered up now that hostilities have 
ceaseil, and I think the sooner the press and the public know the facts 
the better off everybody will be. 

Any other questions? 

Q. We stilt have a press conference tomorrow ? 

THE PEE.SIDENT, Wc Still havc a press conference tomorrow, so you 
can cross<|uestton me then on these documents if you care to. 
[Laughter] 


hots: President Truman's twenty-first 
newt conference was hdd In his oflElce 
K 11:03 man. on Wednesday. August 
S9» The White House Official 

Rcpwnrr noted that the following special 
fUMs attended this conference: Secre 
vtrf of State famea P. Byrnes, Under 
Secreuury of War Bobest P. Patterson. 


Secretary of the Navy James V. F<w- 
restal, Heet Admiral Ernest J, King. 
Maj. M. P. Correa from the office of th« 
Secretary of the Navy, Leo T. Crowley, 
Administrator of the Foreign Economic 
Administration, and George £. Allen, 
member, board of directors. War Dam- 
age Corporation. 


1 1 7 Letter to George E. Allen Concerning the Liquidation 
of War Agencies. August 30, 1945 

Bear Mr, Alien: 

As the varioiis war agencies are dissolved from time to time, it will 
become necessary 10 liquidate such of their functkms as arc not trans- 
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ferrcd to the permanent Departments. This will involve unexpended 
funds, surplus personnel, and surplus equipment. 

Many suggestions have been made as to the most efficient and eco- 
nomical method of carrying on this liquidation. 

I have designated you as my Personal Representative to study the 
whole problem, and to make recommendations to me as to the best 
means of accomplishing liquidation. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Hauky S. TauMAN 

[Mr, George E. Allen, 152a K Street NW., Washington 5, D.C. ] 


1 18 The President’s News Conference of 
August 30, 1945 

THB ipEBsiDBNT. [x,] Byron Price has agreed to go to Germany in an 
advisory capacity on public relations. He b going with the approval 
of General Eisenhower and General day, and 1 am very happy that he 
is gmng, because I think he can be a great deal of help to that situation 
over there. 

[2.] In yesterday’s report which 1 handed to you 1 did not know at 
the time, because 1 hadn’t had time to read it completely myself, that 
there had been stmie aspersions cast on Cordell Hull. 1 want to agree 
fully and completely with Secretary Stimson on what he said about 
Cordell Hull. 

[3.] Ambassador Pauley this afternoon will hold a press conference 
at 3 pjn. on the reparations situation. I think it will be right interesting 
and instructive to those of you who are interested in reparations. 

Now if there arc any questions 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, do you plan to confer with General de Gaulle 
again before he returns to France? 

tHB HtssiDiNT. I don’t luxow; if General de Gaulle returns to Wash* 
xngton I may see him. 

[5.] Q. In a magazine article you wrote^ or that appeared under 
your name, when you were a Senator^-— 
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Tilt; i*iif sifnsT. I'hmgs come back to haunt you! {Laughter'] 

Q* ——-you s.uti Aiimira! Kimme! ami General Short were not on 
sjH-aking terms. Atlmiral Ktmmel subsequently said that was a false 
statement. 

THK !»K^'.inf.NT. Apparently* according to this report, it was not a 
statement of fact. I was speaking with the best information I had at 
tlic time. 

0. Mr. President, was there any reason for putting out the report on 
the day that we entered Tokyo 

TiiK No, no reason except that there was so much conver- 

sation about it i there was no ulterior motive to it. 

0 * Mr. President, despite what you said yesterday, there arc some 
very strong re|>orls on the hlill ami elsewhere that you are going to 
order the Army and Navy to institute a court-martial proceeding against 
certain people. 

Tiir, PUf sinrsT, I am not. l‘he matter has not been brought up to 
me. I don't think I have authority to order a court-martial. I think 
it has to gr» through a form of procedure set up by Congress. 

Q. There is a lot of talk that indicates some of them think the 
gentlemen, mentioning General Short and Admiral Kimmel, should 
iiavc a court-martial if for no other reason than to make their side 
public. 

TIIR t*RK5iDrNT. If they want it, I have no dijcction to it. I want 
cverylsody to be fairly treated. 

0 * You would like to see those fellows make their statement ? 

TIIR i»RP4uoRisrr. Perfectly satisfactory to me. 

Q. Is there any reason why they can’t make it without a court- 
martial ? 

THR pRRsmENT, I Will not put 3 muRzIcoH them. 

0 * Representative May represented the reports as a “whitewash.” 
Do you agree with that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t. I don’t think Representative May read the 
report, [laughier] If you read them very carefully, they arc not a 
“whitewash.” 

Q. In that same article you discussed your feeling for need of unity 


247 



[nS] Aug. 30 Public Papers of the Presidents 

of command. In the light these new reports is there anything more 
you would like to say about that ? 

THE PRESIPENT. 1 am Still iu favor of unity of commandi and always 
have been. 

[6.1 Q. Mr. President, can you tell us about Mmc. Chiang's visit 
yesterday ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Shc was in to pay her respects before returning to 
China. We had a very pleasant visit on the situation in the Far East. 
She was very happy over the Russian-Chinese treaty, just as all of us 
are. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, did you happen to receive a petition from 
some people in Indiana, near Indianapolis, about a boy named Colby 
who has l^en sentenced to hang in Germany ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don*t temcmber receiving any such petition. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can tell us about the 
general plans on what we are going to do to feed Europe this winter, 
now that lend-lease is 

THE PRESIDENT. 1 can*t give you the details on that. The plans are 
being studied and worked on. As soon as the British representatives 
come here from Great Britain I think we will work out a plan that 
will be satisfactory to all concerned. 

Q. You mean there will be an interim period between now and the 
time when the Bretton Woods monetary agreement begins? 

THE PRESIDENT. That's the present plan. 

Q. How much will that involve. 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can't tell you, because 1 haven't the figures. 

[9.] Q. Will Byron Price be your representative or the representa- 
tive of one of the departments? 

THE PRESIDENT. He is my representative. 

[za] Q. Have you any international assignment for Senator 
Maybank? 

THE psuBsiDaNr. 1 hope Senator Maybank will stay in the Senate. He 

a very eiceiient aenator. 

Q. We have that inference. 

Q. Did you know he wanted a diplomatk post? 
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TiiK i*»tisu»KNT. No, I dk!n''t. He has never discussed the matter 
with me. 

1 1 1 . 1 Q. Has Justice Roberts changed his mind about tlxat intcr- 
natson.i} ajipnmmcnt you wanted to give him? 

THE I'RE-siOEST. I Ic liasii't made up his mind, and I would rather not 
discuss it until he does. 

[ 12. ) Q. If we may return to the Pearl Harbor report for a moment, 
it seems to me that anyone who tries to make that clear to himself has 
a very tough time clarifying such things as why* when Stimson re- 
ported th.ii they had told Hull that the Army and Navy wanted 3 
months more time, they didn't know about it, and why, when Hull had 
broken with these people, that information was not relayed to Hawaii. 

THE PREsioENT. I Wasn't here then. 

Q. No. but 1 wondered if you were clear in your own mind. 

THE fEEsiDENT. I havc read it very carefully, and I came to the con- 
clusion that the whole thing is the result of the policy which the country 
itself pursued. The country was not ready for preparedness. Every 
time the President made an elTort to get a preparedness program 
through Congress, it was stiBed. Whenever the President made a state- 
ment about the necessity of preparedness, he was vtliBed for doing it. 
I think the country is as much to blame as any individual in this Bnal 
situation that developed in Pearl Harbor. 

Q. May we havc that in quotations, sir, exactly what you said ? 

net i*REstoa>iT. Yet. 

[13.] Q. Can you tell us anything more about the nature of Mr. 
Price's duties? 

THt pitstDENT. Oh* they just wanted an expert's advice, and when 
Price's Job ceased over here, they asked that Price give us the benefit of 
his experience and advice. 

Q. Is that for the benefit of both radio and press? 

THE PEBsnwEMT. Everything that has to do with public relations. 

Q. Does that apply to Great Britain ? 

THE nubUEENT. And to the United States also. 

(14.] Q. Mr. President, there is one thing in the Army and Navy 
Board reports about Marshall and Stark tdUng Itoident Roosevelt 
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they were not ready for war in November, and tlic Army report says 
that was transmitted Novend^rr 27. 

THE PRESIDENT. I Only know wliat I see in the rcjxirt. 

Q. Mr. President, that’s what matle me think a caurt»martial would 
help to lay the whole thing out. 

THE PREsmF.NT, It might — it miglit. I h.»vc no objection to a court- 
martial, but I don’t intend to order one. 

Q, Any reason now why the whole Rolicris committee report * should 
not be released ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Only that there is still some information th.at should 
not be divulged that has nothing to tlo with the Pearl i larlmr situation. 
It is the system by which we get information. We need that source of 
information now as we ncetlcd it then. 

Q. Mr. President, in all the pages of the voUimes there is not a word 
about the two privates who gave the warning. 

THE PRESIDENT. Thcy liavc been promoted; one is a lieutenant and 
the other a sergeant, I think. 

O* The lieutenant who said “Forget it” is a lieutenant colonel. 

THE PRESIDENT. Ishci^ I didn't know that. 

I * 5*1 0 ‘ Mf* President, do you plan any early recommendation on 
the St, Lawrence Seaway ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, I <lo. I Will Ici you know about it when I get it 
ready. 

[16.] Q. Mr. President, can you tell us further about the interim 
plan you have in mind between Icnd-lease and—whieh departments 
arc working on it? 

THE PRESIDENT. State, FEA, and War Department. 

f 17.1 Q. Mr. President, do you have any idea when the 52 pages 
deleted from the Army report will be made public ? * 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think they ever will be. 

»Th» i«tK}rt “Attnek I’lioa P*nrl tfiirtur bjr Snpmapm Porr*Ni" wf ih* ruiniiiiiwloa 

•PtvnlnftHl hjf PrvaHont «nil hMidlMl by amnwIni* Jtiwitrw o*»*n 3 Un‘wriii t* t>rint«d 

in IKieunwat 109 (7? Conff.. 3cl 

•Ch«pt»r V of tb* rnwri of tho Amy Pwirl llnrbor ilMird by lb# Pr^-Jdi-nt 

to tb« prow at bla nawa confarone* of Aiiirtii>t SHt wao oanltlad in «m>rdMiivo wt(b tbo 
Boeretary of W«r*a atatoment of tbac dato, which tb* Prvaldont aim rriroaad. Tbo 
mlMdny OS paytw wero nado paWle by Baoratary of War Pattarwa on tictobar 0* IB40. 
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Q. Why? 

THE PRESIOENT. Fof tlic fcason I just told you; there are sources of 
information to be {)rotcctcii. 

[18.] Q. Did Mmc. Chiang talk with you about the relations of 
China with America and a meeting between you and the Generalissimo? 

THE PRiusiDENT. Thc Gcncratissimo would like very much to sec me, 
and I would like very much to sec him, but no definite plans were 
made for a visit either way. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr, President. 

NOT»; Pretidrnt Truman’i twenty-«ec* tended this conference: Secretary of 
ond news ctmference was held in his State James F. Byrnes, Fleet Admiral 
ofKce at the White House at to a.m. on William D. Leahy, and Mrs. Alfred 
Thurkday, August 30, 1945* The (Frances) Burns, a reporter on the 
White House OfSctal Reporter noted Boston Globe who was writing a special 
that the following special guests at* story on the President. 


1 19 Letter to Byron Price Requesting Him To Study 

Relations l^twecn U.S. Forces of Occupation and the 
German People. August 30, 2945 
Dear Mr, Price: 

In accordance with our previous discussions, I am asking you to go 
to Germany as my personal representative to survey the general subject 
of relations between the American forces of occupation and the German 
people. You are hereby authorized to visit any place you deem nccesh 
sary for this purpose. 

1 hope you will place yourself at the disposal of General l^bsenhower 
and Genoral Clay for such advice and help as they may want in this 
field. 

At thc end of your assignment, the duration of which you yourself 
will determine, 1 request you to submit to me your report and 
recommendations. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Haxey S. Truman 

1 Honorable Byron Price, Washington, D.C.] 

non: Mr. Rrice'i report, dated November 9, 1945, waa rekased <m November 38. 
See Item aos. 
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120 Statement by the Presitknt U|Hin Sijiiiifig < ^rdcr 
Concerning Government Inh^rmatitui Programs. 

August 31, 1945 

I HAVE today signed an Executive Onlcr almlishing the Ojficc of 
War Information. 

This agency and its able personnel under the leaiicrship of !dmcr 
Davis, have made an outsiaiuling contribution to victory. Our iitiliiary 
commanders have acclaimed its |>sychological warfare work as a |K)Wcr- 
fui weapon against the enemy. Its other overseas activities have aided 
our whole effort in the foreign field. 

In its domestic activities, OWI has |>crformctl an invaluable ser\ ice 
in coordinating the Government’s wartime information and in utiliz- 
ing the generous contribution of private press, radio, motion pictures, 
advertising and other facilities to inform the American people aixmt 
their Government’s wartime programs. 

Although it is possible to curtail wartime governmenr.i! information 
activities, some of our foreign information o|icraiions will continue to 
be necessary. 

Along with the international information functions of the OW!, tliis 
order also transfers to the Department of State the foreign information 
functions of tlic Office of Inter- American Aff.iirs. The nature of pres- 
ent day foreign relations makes it essentia! for the United Stales to main- 
tain informational activities abroad as an integral part of the conduct 
of our foreign affairs. 

I have asked the Secretary of State to study our foreign informational 
needs, and to formulate during the remainder of this calendar year, 
the program which he considers should l>e conducted on .1 continuing 
basis. 

The Office of Inter-American Affairs has played a major role in 
strengthening the relationships between the United States and the other 
American republics. As disdnet from the informational activities, the 
work which the OIAA has been carrying on cooperatively with the 
governments of Latin American countries in public health, agriculture, 
and other fields will be conriniictl by that agency. 
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!« the fullest |)ussible extent, American private organizations and 
indiviiluah in such ficUls as news, motion pictures and communications 
will, as in the past, be the primary means of informing foreign peoples 
ulxiui this ctniniry* 'fhe government’s international information pro- 
gram will not eumjK'tc with them. 

Insteatl it will be tiesignctl to assist American private enterprises en- 
gagcil in the iltsscmtnatiott of information abroad, and to supplement 
them ill those sfKCializcd informational activities in which commercial 
or other limitations make it difHcult for private concerns to carry on all 
necessary information work. 

' 1 ‘his (Jovernmem will not attempt to outstrip the extensive and 
growing information programs of other nations. Rather, it will cn- 
tleavor to see to it that other peoples receive a full and fair picture of 
American life and of the aims and policies of the United States 
government. 

'rhe domestic work of OWI, such as cooperation witli the press, radio, 
motion pictures, and other informational media in explaining govern- 
mcn1.1l programs is no longer as necessary as it was. Tins order dis- 
continues these activities and provides for the liquidation of OWI 
itself. 

Hereafter each government agency will deal directly widi die various 
private informational facilities. Certain prewar information activities, 
placed in the OWI as a wartime measure, such as the publication of 
the United States Government Manual and answering inquiries from 
the public, arc transferred by this order to the Bureau of the Budget. 


121 Statement by the President: Labor Day. 

Seff tern her *,1945 

SIX YEARS AGO the workers of the United States, and of the world, 
awoke to a Labor Day in a w'orld at war. The democracies of Western 
Europe had just accepted the challenge of totalitarianism. We in the 
Unit^ States had two years of grace, but the issue was squarely joined 
at that hour, as we now know. There was to be no peace until tyranny 
had been outlawed. 
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Tcxlay we stanti on tiic thrcshoUl of a new world. Wc must ilo our 
part in making this world what it should Iw-^a wtJrUI in which the 
bigotries of race and class anti creed shall not l>c |>ertnittctl to warp 
the .souls of men. 

Wc enter ujx>n an era of great problems, hut to live is t<i face prolv 
Icms. Our men and women did not falter in the t.isk of saving freedom. 
They will not falter now in the task of making frectlom secure. And 
high in the ranks of these men and women, as a grateful worltl wilt 
always remember, arc the workers of all free natitms who protluced the 
vast equipment with which victory was won. 

The tasks ahead arc great, ami the <»pj>oriuniiics arc equally great. 
Your Government is determined to meet those tasks ami fulHU tlujse 
opportunities. 

We recognize the importance and dignity of !;tl)€}r, and wc recognize 
the right of every American citizen to a wage which will permit him 
and his dependents to maintain a decent standard of living. 


X22 Radio Address to die American People After the Signing 
of the Terms of Unconditional Surrender by Ja^ian. 
September z, Z945 

I Broadcast from the White 1 louse at 10 pan. ] 

My fellow Americans, and the Supreme Allied Commartder, (ieneral 
MacArthur, in Tof{yo Bay: 

The thoughts and hopes of all America>--indeed of all the civilized 
worltl— arc centered tonight on the battleship Missouri, ‘riicrc on that 
small piece of American soil anchored in Tokyo Harbor the fapanese 
have just officially laid down their arms. They have signed terms of 
unconditional surrender. 

Four years ago, the thoughts and fears of the whole civilized world 
were centered on another piece of American soil— Pearl Harbor. The 
mighty threat to civilization which began there is now laid at rest. 
It was a long road to Tokyo— and a bloody otic. 

We shall not forget Pearl Harbor. 
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The Japanese militarists will not forget the U.S.S. Missouri, 

The evil done by the Japanese war lords can never be repaired or 
forgotten. But their power to destroy and kill has been taken from 
them. Their armies and what is left of their Navy are now impotent. 

To all of us there comes first a sense of gratitude to Almighty God 
who sustained us and our Allies in the dark days of grave danger, 
who made us to grow from weakness into the strongest fighting force 
in history, and who has now seen us overcome the forces of tyranny 
that sought to destroy His civilization. 

God grant that in our pride of the hour, we may not forget the hard 
tasks that are still before us; that we may approach these with the 
same courage, zeal, and patience with which we faced the trials and 
problems of the past 4 years. 

Our first thoughts, of course—thoughts of gratefulness and deep 
obligation — go out to those of our loved ones who have been killed or 
maimed in this terrible war. On land and sea and in the air, American 
men and women have given their lives so that this day of ultimate victory 
might come and assure the survival of a civilized world. No victory 
can make good their loss. 

We think of those whom death in thb war has hurt, taking from 
there fathers, husbands, sons, brothers, and sisters whom they loved. 
No victory can bring back the faces they longed to see. 

Only the knowledge that the victory, which these sacrifices have 
made possible, wiU be wisely used, can give them any comfort. It is 
our responsibUity--ours, the living^to see to it that this victory shall 
be a monument wottby of the dead who died to win it. 

We think of all the milltons of men and women in our armed forces 
and merchant marine all over the world who, after years ctf sacrifice 
and hardship and peril, have been spared by Providence from harm. 

We think of all men and women and children who during these 
years have Ganried on at home, in Imiesomeness and anxiety and fear. 

Our t hoMghr* go out to the millions oi American wcMrkers and busi- 
nessmen, to our faimeis and miners— to all those who have built up 
this country’s figh ting strength, and who have shipped to our Allies 
the means to redst and overcome the enemy. 


•wai-st 


st 
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Our thoughts go out to our civil servants atui to the ihousaiuis of 
Americans who» at persona! sacrilke, Itavc come to serve in our CJov- 
ernment during these trying years; to the members of the Selective 
Service hoards am! ration lioards; to the civilian tlefensc .uul Ret! Cross 
workers; to the men and women in the USO and in the entertainment 
world—to all those who have hclpevl in this cmiperaiive struggle to 
preserve liberty and decency in the worKI. 

We think of our departed gallant leader* Franklin IX Roosevelt* de- 
fender of dcmtjcracy, architect of world jicacc and c<K)pcrati<m. 

And our thoughts go out to our gallant Allies in this war: to those 
who resisted the invaders; to those who were not strtmg enough to 
hold out, but who, nevertheless, kept the fires of rcNtstanec alive within 
the souls of their people; to those who siotxl up against great otids and 
held the line, until the United Nations together were al>!c to supply 
the arms ami the men with which to overcome tlte forces of evil. 

This is a victory of more than arms alone. 'riiU is a victory of liberty 
over tyranny. 

From our war plants rolled the tanks and phincs which blasted their 
way to the heart of our enemies; from our shipyards sprang the ships 
which bridged all the oceans of the world for our weapons and supplies; 
from our farms came the food and htxrr for our armies and navies ami 
for our Allies in all the corners of the earth; from our mines and 
factories came the raw materials and the Bntshed products which gave 
us the equipment to overcome our enemies. 

But back of it all were the will and spirit and determination of a 
free people — ^who know what freedom is, anil who know that it is 
worth whatever price they had to pay to preserve it. 

It was the spirit of liberty which gave us our armed strength and 
which made our men invincible in battle. We now know that that 
spirit of liberty, the freedom of the individual, and the personal dignity 
of man, are the strongest and toughest and most enduring forces in all 
the world. 

And so on V-| Day we take renewed faith and pride in our own 
way of life. We have had our day of rejoicing over this victory. We 
have had our day of prayer and devotion. Now la: us set aside V-J 

256 



Harry 6 \ Truman, 1^4$ Sept, i [122] 

Day as «inc af renewai consecration to the principles which have made 
us the strongv’st nation on cartii and which, in this war, we have striven 
so tnightily tij preserve. 

*1 htJNC principles provide the faith, the hope, and the opportunity 
which help men to improve tlicmselvcs and their lot. Liberty does not 
make all men [>crfcet nor all society secure. But it has provided more 
solid projjjress and happiness and ticccncy for more people than any 
other pltilosopliy of government in history. And this day has shown 
again that it provides the greatest strength and the greatest power which 
man has ever reached. 

We know tltai under it we can meet the hard problems of peace 
which have come ujion us. A free people with free Allies, who can 
develop an atomic bomb, can use the same skill and energy and 
determination to overcome all the difficulties ahead. 

Victory always has its burdens and its responsibilities as well as 
its refoicing. 

But we face the future and all its dangers with great confidence and 
great ho|K. America can build for itself a future of employment and 
security. 1 ogethcr with the United Nations, it can build a world of 
peace founded on justice, fair dealing, and tolerance. 

As President of the United States, I proclaim Sunday, September the 
second. 1945, to be V-J Day—the day of formal surrender by Japan. 
2c is not yet the day for the formal proclamation of the end of the war 
nor of the cessation of hosiililies. But it is a day which we Americans 
shall always remember as a day of retribution— as we remember that 
ocher day, the day of infamy. 

From this day we move forward. We move toward a new era of 
security at home. With the other United Nations we move toward a 
new and better wcMrld of cooperation, of peace and international good 
will and cooperation. 

God*s help has brought us to this day of victory. With His help we 
will attain that peace and prosperity for ourselves and all the world in 
the years ahead* 

i*OTt: The Presidenl’i addrett was part of the broadcast of the surrender cere- 
mooka 00 board the VSS* Mhromri, 
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123 Radio Address to die MciuIkts of the Arnict! I'orccs. 

September 2, 194$ 

{ iiro.uk'UM from ihc White I -xl »j: t>i 1 

Men ami women of the Armed Farces: 

I am speaking to you» the Armed Ft»rees of the United States, as I did 
after V-Day in FAirojK,* at a higti iiwAtiictit of ftisttiry. I'he war, to 
which we have devoted ail the resources and ;di the energy of our 
country for more than three and a half years, has now prtMluccd total 
victory over all our enemies. 

This is a time for great rcioicing and a time for solemn ctnitcmpla- 
tion. With the destructive force of war rcmovcil from the world, we 
can turn now to the grave task of preserving the peace which you gal- 
lant men and women have won. It is a task which retpiires «iur most 
urgent attention. It is one in which sve must t'ollal»oralc with our 
Allies and the other nations of the worhl. They are as tlciermincd as 
we are that war must lie alxdished from the earth if the earth, as w*e 
know it, is to remain. Civilisation cannot survive another tt>t;d war. 

I think you know what is in the licaris of your countrymen on this 
night. I'hey arc thousands of miles away from most of you. Yet they 
are close to you in deep gratitude and in a solemn sense of obligation. 
They rcmcmlxrr^ — and I know they will never forgci—tliosc who have 
gone from among you, those who arc maimcil, those w ho, thank God, 
arc still safe after years of fighting and suffering and danger. 

And I know that in this hour of victory their ihoughis-'-likc yours^ — 
are with your departed Oimmander in Chief, Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
This is tlic hour for which he so gallantly fought ami so bravely died. 

! think ! know the American soldier and sailor. He docs not want 
gratitude or sympathy. He had a Job to do. He did not like it. But 
he did it. And how lie did it ! 

Now, he wants to come back home and start again the life he loves— 
a life of peace and quiet, the life of the civilian. 

But he wants to know that he can come back to a good life. He wants 

*Tti#r# lit A 0 tif nn ndtlriHu ii|»rrtf1iiniHy dlIrrritHi li* Itir Arttt«^ Fiiirwti 

after Day, The may hate rt<ferrl»a lo tua Hay n atl«trc*«Mk to iba Nation 

mnnoumlntt the aurrentlrr of Orrmany, 
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to kijtnv lijat his ehiltircn will not have to go back to the life of the 
foxh<jlc aiul iltr Iwminrr, the battleship and the submarine. 

I s|UMk in In-half of all your countrymen when I pledge you that we 
shall dll everything in our jM)wer to make tliose wishes come true. 

I'or some of ymt, I am sorry to say» military service must continue for 
a tiiitc. We must keep an occupation force in the Pacific to clean out 
the militarism of Japan, lust as we arc cleaning out the militarism of 
(.Jermany. The United Nations are <lctermined that never again shall 
either of those countries be able to attack its peaceful neighbors. 

iHit the great maiority of you will be returned to civilian life as soon 
as the ships aitil planes can get you here. The task of moving so many 
men attd women thousands of miles to their homes is a gigantic one. 
It will lake months to accomplish. You have my pledge that we will 
tlo everything possible to speed it up. We want you back here with 
us to make your contribution to our country's w'clfarc and to a new 
worlil of peace. 

'Hie high tide of victory will carry us forward to great achievements 
in the era which lies ahcatl. But we can perform them only in a world 
which is free from the threat of ’war. We depend upon you, who have 
known war in all its horror, to keep this n.ntion aware that only through 
coo|»cration among all nations can any nation remain wholly secure. 

On this night of total victory, we salute you of the Armed Forces 
of the United States— wherever you may be. What a job you have 
done! 

We arc all waiting for the day when you will be home with us again, 
luck and (Jot! bless you! 


t24 Letter to the Speaker of the House of Representatives 

Transmitting Proposed Reductions in Appropriations for 
Civilian War Agencies. September 5, 1945 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Sir*. I have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of 
Congress (i) proposed rescissions of portions of several war-related 
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appropriations available for the fi.scal year 1046, amounting to 
$2,755, 1, 394, (2) projKKctl rescissions of portions of several contract 
authorizations available for the fiscal year 1946, amounting to $794,- 
561,208, (3) proposeti rctiiictions in the n>46 limitations on the admin- 
istrative expenses of several Government corporations and agencies, 
amounting to $9,318,307, (4) proposed provisions extending the avail- 
ability of several ‘‘national defense” appropriations to June 30, 1946, 

(5) a proposed provision returning a jHartion of funtls of certain cor- 
porations to the United States Treasury, amounting to $1,190,500, and 

(6) a proposed provision authorizing the transfer of appropriated funds 
for tlic iujuidation cx|icnscs of agencies. 

In making these recommendations for reductions in wartime appro- 
priations, I am sensitive to the responsibility wliich lies on Congress and 
the President to make such reductions in a way that will best serve the 
national interest. We shall be im|>cllcii by a natural desire to reduce 
war appropriations quickly but in many cases tlic question of whether 
reductions should be made or to what extent they should he made will 
involve decisions on problems of maior importance to tlie future well- 
being of the Nation which require time for careful consideration and 
resolution. 

With these considerations in mind it seems to me that a sound course 
is to take action to retlucc appropriations only to the extent such reduc- 
tion can be entirely supported by comlitions existing or clearly fore- 
seeable at the lime. Where further reductions must he based partially 
on judgment as to unknown future conditions, I l>clicve it is the 
sounder course to delay them until their effect can be predicted with 
more reasonable assurance. 

! thus view this proposal as one of many which ! shall make under 
the procedure for orderly reductions in war appropriations which Con- 
gress has provided by enacting section 303 of the Second Deficiency 
Appropriation Act of 1944. In a few days I shall transmit recom- 
mendations with respect to appropriations for the War and Navy 
Departments. I also plan another 1^11 review of war and war-related 
appropriations and a report to Congress on January 3, 1946, containing 
recommendations for further adjustments. In the meantime, 1 shall 
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prtKcrti to lake atiministrative action to the full extent of my authority 
to spccii rctluction in war and war-related activities. 

I’lic details of this proposal arc set forth in the letter of the Director 
of the Bureau of the Budget^ transmitted herewith, in whose comments 
and observations thereon I concur. 

Respectfully yours, 

Harky S- Truman 


A While House release describ- 
in>; ihe Brciivlent's proposal pointed out 
ih^i 2H ajirnries were involved, that the 
rrroinineiulcd rcsttssions in war*related 
appropriations constituted a reduction 
of approximately 57 percent of current 
available ttalanccs of appropriations of 
$ 7 »-HU.f««vioo, and that the recissions 


in contract authorizations constituted a 
reduction of about 58 percent. 

The details of the proposal, as set 
forth in the letter of the Director of the 
Bureau of the Budget transmitted with 
the Presirlent’s letter, are printed in 
House Document aSo (79th Cong., ist 
scss.). 


125 Citntitin Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Prc.«icntcd to liarry L. Hopkins. September 5, 1945 

CITATION FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

MR. HARRY L. HOPKINS performed services of outstanding value 
to the United States of America from December 1941: to July X945. As 
Speci.*il Adviser to the President during critical months of World War 
II, he assumed tasks of utmost urgency and far-reaching consequence, 
lightening the burden of the Commantler-in-Chicf. He gave great 
assistance to the armed forces in their relationships with the Chief 
Executive, attacking with piercing understanding the tremendous prob- 
lems incident to the vast military operations throughout the world. As 
Chairman of the Munitions Assignment Board, he channeled material 
to all Allied forces with a skill measurable in terms of the steady suc- 
cesses which have been achieved in crushing Germany and closing with 
Japan in the final struggle. As Chairman of the President’s Soviet 
Protocol Committee, he determined supply quotas to be dispatched to 
Russia, accomplishing this mission with statesmanshiplike skill. At 
major conferences of world powers he threw his every effort toward 
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the speedy solution of weighty prolilems. Witli ilcep appreciation of 
the armed forces’ needs and broad knemdetige of the < 'omnia ndcr-in- 
Cliicfs over-ali policy, with exceptional ability to wcUi our Allies to 
the common purpose of victory over aggression, Mr. Htipkins made a 
scldess, courageous aiul objective contribution to the war effort. 

Hahrv S. ‘Irimak 

K«Ti,: nte presem.nio« was in.’idc by irrcnumy ab<» hinifring ! Ittwarti Bruce 
the Prcsitlcin in the Kc»e (Janlen at the (sec hem 
While Huuse at p.m., in a joim 

126 Citation Accompanying die Distinguished Service Medal 
Presented to Idoward Bruce. September 5, 1945 

ClTATtON FOR Till: WSTIKOUISI IFO SF.RVICK MFtJAI. 

MR. HOWARD BRUC'E remleretl cxcepliimally meritorious and dis- 
tinguishcil service to the War i)cparimcnl in the performance of tiutics 
of great rcs|ionsibility from July 1942 to June As Director of 

Materiel, Army Service Ftirccs, during one of the most critical pcrimls 
of the war, and in other highly imjiortant {Hisitions on the staff of the 
Omimanding General, Army Service Forces, tic displayctl exceptional 
initiative and resourcefulness, ami greatly assisted in devcioptng and 
managing the greatest military prticurcmcm program in history. His 
leadership in conceiving and bringing to peak efficiency the Supply 
Control System greatly improved Army procurement mcihoiis. His 
early endeavors to create an orderly program to conserve critical ma- 
terials hclficd alleviate supjdy shortages. His efforts in removing ob- 
stacles to production resulted in immedi.ate and lasting improvement 
in the Army procurement program. With unusual perseverance and 
devotion to duty, Mr. Bruce coniributetl his energy ant! ability to the 
prosecution of the war. His accomplishments reflect great credit upon 
himself and the military service. 

Harry S. Truman 

Ntinn.; The presemaiion w.!* made by ceremony also honoring Plarry i lopkins 
the PresiUem in the Rose Carden at the (see Item las). 

White House at i3:?o p.m., in a joint 
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Harry S. Truman, 

127 1 he Pre.sidcnt's News Conference of 

Septi^mher 5 , 1945 

TiiK stiif XT. I itist called you in to give you an announcement on the 
RfKiscvcIt Mrnioriai Association meeting over in the White House. It 
was well attcndcii, anti the various proposals for memorials were dis- 
cussctl, ami it was linally agreed to appoint a committee to nominate 
olFucrs ft»r the Rtxiscvcit Memorial Association into an enlarged execu- 
tive tuniiniitec and to study plans and call another meeting to report 
batk to the Kxccutive Committee again. And the committee ap- 
l»ointr*!-“-I was authorizet! to appoint the committee — ^was Mr. Hop- 
kins, chairman i Miss Perkins, Mr, Morgenthau, Mr. Walker, and 
Aiiiniral Leahy. And that w-as the substance of the meeting. Now, I 
;mi going to have a press conference tomorrow, and I will let you ask 
me all the tjucstions you want then. 

Rc|H>ricr: Mr. President, it is going to be very pleasant to have you 
at the Byron Price tlinner tomorrow night, at the Press Club. 

Tit^; I'RtsiPf^nr. Isn’t that Saturday? 

Re jxirtcr ; No, tomorrow, Thursday. 

Tiir. pRFJiitiENT. ni be there; but you must be careful of me. 
j iMughttr I 

xoTt.t Truman'i twenty-third the While House at 4 p.m. on Wednes- 

news tronfrfenre wai held in his ofBce at day, September 5, 1945. 


1 28 Special Message to the Congress Presenting a 21-Point 
Program for the Reconversion Period. 

September 6, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

I regret that you have been compelled to cut short your recess period. 
1 know, however, that you have been just as eager as any of us to meet 
the prolilcms which naturally have crowded down upon us with the 
surrender of the |apanc$e. 


it.'WSt «1 - 30 
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You have cut short a well-mcritctl vacation in order to t!<» so. I hope 
that r!ic Aint'riviUi people reali/.e as fully as I tlo, that Irom the very hrst 
tlays of the emergency, the Congress h.is most eiicrgciicuHy am! patriot- 
kally tlevtnct! its time, energies, ami capahiliries to the itiunetliatr prob- 
lems of war ant! to the long-range prt^'lcms of peace. Tltc icgislative 
branch of the Government is eiititletl to its full share of credit and 
glory for tlie victory of the AUtet! armies. I wish to t.ikc this opportunity 
on behalf of the Nation to congratulate yf»u on ilte great victory which 
has been won — in which you playeil so iin|H)rt.inf a p.iri. 

The Cbngress reconvenes at a time of great emergency. It is an 
emergency alnnit which, however, we need have no umlur fear if we 
exercise the same energy, foresight, ami wisilom as wc tlitl in carrying 
on the war and winning this victory. 

The sudtlcn surrender of the Japanese has iwn cauglit us unawares. 
Presiticnt Roosevelt, as early as the Fail of lirgan to set up 

machinery which he foresaw woultl Income necessary to meet the 
reconversion pcricnl. I'hc Congress in its wisilom has .atloptcd some of 
that m.acliincry by statute, .and Iws improved and a<ldcd to it. As a 
result. Government agencies, for some lime, have Inrcn .able to plan 
for the immc<liate and long-range steps which now h.avc to l>c taken. 

As the Congress has undoubtedly noticed, many steps were taken 
immediately after the surrender of the Japanese. Many more have 
l>ccn taken since. 

The process of reconversion will Ik a complicated and dtUicuk one. 
The general line of approach to the prol>Iem is to achieve as full peace- 
time production and employment as possible in the most efficient ant! 
speedy manner. The following {loltcies have been laid down and will 
be followed: 

( 1 ) Demobilize as soon as possible the armed forces no longer needeti. 

(2) Oincc! and settle war contracts as quickly as possible. 

(3) Clear the war plants so as to permit contractors to proceed with 
peacetime production. 

(4) Hold the line on prices and rents until fair competition can 
operate to prevent inflation and undue hardship on consumers. 

(5) Hold wages in line where their increase would cause infiationary 
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price rises. Where price ceilings would not be endangered, collective 
bargaining should be restored. 

(6) Remove all possible wartime government controls in order to 
S|>ccu and encourage reconversion and expansion. 

(7) cep only those controls which are necessary to help recon- 
version and expansion by preventing bottlenecks, shortages of material, 
and inflation. 

Prevent rapid decrease of wage incomes or purchasing power. 
^ The major objeedve, of course, is to reestablish an expanded peace- 
time industry, trade, and agriculture, and to do it as quickly as possible. 

Oliviously during this process there will be a great deal of inevitable 
unemployment. What we must do is to assist industry to reconvert to 
peacetime production as quickly and effectively as possible so that the 
number of unemployed will be swiftly and substantially reduced as 
industry and business and agriculture get into high production. 

The Government is now doing what it can to hurry this reconversion 
process. 

Through oantract termination procedures it is providing quick pay- 
ment to contractors. 

It has released controls on practically all materials which are neces- 
sary for peacetime production, reserving only those few in which there 
is still a critical shortage. 

It has made arrangements for credit facilities for industry. 

By plant and surplus property disposal, it is helping private enterprise 

to get started again. 

In the consumer field the Government has released controls over 
articles which were needed for the war in such large quantities that 
civilians had w go without. 

For tlwt information of the Congress, I am submitting as an appendix 
to fhift mewa^^e a report by the Director of War Mobilization and Re- 
convertioii showing what has already been done by the Federal Govern- 
ment in reconversion.'^ 

There is diat the Congress can do to help this process and to 

* lti» Wttort, Sep1»«il)er 4, 1945, and entitled “The Transition : Phase 

^ pdifttNidi WlMtli PConse Doenment (T9th Oong^*^ 1st sess*)* 
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tide over llic peruni l)ciwccn now and iltc time when rreonvcr.s 5 «m is 
complctetl and civilian jobs arc plenii^til in a stable ccoiwnny that pro- 
vides full proiluction, full emphiymcnt, and a liij^h standarti of living. 

I. t?.N'KMina»Y,MKNT COMIUN'SATIOSf 

The end of the war came more swiftly than most of us antkipated. 
Widespread cut-backs in war cinicrs followed priimpilv. As a reside, 
tlierc has alrcaily l)cen a amsiilcrablc iuunl>cr of workers who arc be- 
tween Jobs as war intlustries convert to peace. Other workers are re- 
turning to a 40-hour week and arc faced with a ct»rrcs|ionding reduction 
in take-home pay. 

This has led to a natural feeling of uneasiness among the rank and 
file of our fjcoplc. Let me emphasize that there will lie no reason for 
iintlue limitUty. A vase backlog of orders may stK»n make |sossililc the 
greatest peacetime industrial activity that we liavc ever seen. But this 
can happen only if the Congress ami ihcailministration move vigorously 
and courageously to deal with the econtJinic problems which peace has 
createti. Then there necti In; no reason to fear either the immediate 
future or the years that lie ahead of us. 

Determined action now will create the almosplicre of conriilcncc 
which is so vital to a rapid reconversion witlj a minimum of unemploy- 
ment and iiardship. 

No matter how rapidly reconversion proceeds, however, no amount 
of effort or planning will be able immctliaicly to provide a job for 
everyone displaced from war work. Obviously, displaced war workers 
cannot find jobs until industry has licen regcarcil and matlc ready to 
produce peacetime goods. During this lag the Government should 
provide help. The cest of this transition from war to iKacc is as much 
a part of the cost of war as the transition from peace to war— and 
we should so consider it. 

This course is recommended not only as a matter of justice ami hu- 
manity, but also as a matter of soumi business. Nothing would be more 
harmful to our economy than to have every displaced war worker stop 
buying consumer goods. And nothing would lie more conducive 10 a 
large-scale cessation of buying than the feeling on the part of displaced 
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war workers that all their income had stopped and that their remaining 
financial resources had to be hoarded. 

For one group of those who may become unemployed in the near 
future — the demobilized veterans — the Congress has already made spe- 
cial provision. Any veteran who has satisfactorily completed 90 days 
of service is now entitled by law to a weekly unemployment allowance 
of $20 for as much as 52 weeks depending on the length of his service. 

By contrast, there arc more than 15,000,000 workers not protected 
unilcr our present unemployment insurance laws. There arc many 
millions more for whom protection is inadequate. Many of these have 
l5ccn unable to accumulate adequate savings. 

On May 28, J945, I recommended to the Congress that the Federal 
Government immediately supplement the unemployment insurance 
benefits now provided by the several Stat«. That is the only feasible 
way to provide at least a subsistence payment in all parts of the United 
States during this coming unemployment period. 

As I pointed out then, the existing State laws relative to unemploy- 
ment insurance arc inadequate in three respects: 

( I ) Only about 3o/xx),ooo of our 43,000,000 nonagricultural workers 
arc protected by unemployment insurance. Federal Government em- 
ployees, for example, such as Federal shipyard and arsenal workers, 
are noc covered. Nor arc employees of small businesses and small in- 
dustrial establishments. Nor arc the officers and men of the merchant 
marine who have braved enemy torpedoes and bombs to deliver sup- 
plies and the implements of war to our armed services and our allies. 

<a) The weekly benefit payments under many of the State laws arc 
now far too low to provide subsistence and purchasing power for the 
workers and their families. Almost half of the States have the clearly 

inadequate maamum of $15 to $18 a week. 

(a) Many of the States pay benefits for too short a penod. In more 
than one^hird of the States, for example, 18 weeks is the maximim. 

I recommended then, and I urgently renew my recommendation 
now, that the Congress take immediate action to make good these 
defidencies for the present emergency period of i^nversion. 

l^pec^ficaUy, coverage should be extended to uraude Federal emr 
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ployecs, maritime workers, ami other %vorkcrs not ttow insurcti. This 
additional compensation during the present emergency will have to be 
financcti entirely by the Fcvicral tjovernment, but ilic benefits should 
appropriately l»c administered by the States, 

I also recommended, aiul ! now rejnrat that rccommeiulaiitm, that 
the Congress pruviiic, through supplementary I'cderal emergency Ixrne- 
fit payments, additional unemployment iHmeftis so as to bring them 
up to adequate standards in all the States. Ail payments, however, 
shouhl lie made througli the existing uncmpluyinent comiKiisation 
machinery of the several States. 

During this emergency every eligible worker shouU! Ik entitled to 
26 weeks of unemployment iKnchts in any one year. 'Fhe maximum 
weekly payment for those workers whose previous earnings were high 
enough, should be not less than $25 per week. 

If the Congress decides to take this very necessary step, it will also 
wish to reconsider and increase the unemployment allowance provided 
for veterans. 

Tlicrc has been so much misrepresentation about this tcmixirary pro- 
posal that i think ! should categorically state what the bill docs not do. 

It docs not give everyone $25 a week. Umicr it, an applicant must 
be ready, willing, and able to work and must have earned wages liigh 
enough so that the percentage rate will yield this maximum figure. 

It docs not federalize the unemployment com^Knsation system. It 
leaves it with the States. 

It is not intended to take the place of the permanent amenilmcnts to 
the unemployment compensation system which are now being studied 
by the Congress. It is an emergency measure designed to expand the 
present system without changing its principles. It is designed only to 
meet the immediate pressing human problems of reconversion. 

This recommendation is not to be confused with the broader question 
of extending, expanding, and improving our entire social security pro- 
gram of which unemployment insurance is only a part. 1 expect to 
communicate with the Congress on this subject at a later date. But 
I sincerely urge that we do not wait for consideration of such a complex 
question before enacting this much needed emergency legislation. 
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2. PAIR LABOR STANDARDS ACT 

In addition to those workers who will temporarily lose their jobs, 
there will be millions of others whose incomes will fall sharply with 
the end of war production. These will be added to the several million 
wage earners who even now have hourly earnings much below what 
is necessary for a decent standard of living. 

The inadequacy of these wages, in many cases, has been temporarily 
concealed by wartime increases in take>home pay resulting from over- 
time work. As these props to income arc removed, however, low- 
wage earners will be hard pressed to feed, clothe, and house their fam- 
ilies. This flics in the face of a sound public policy. Failure to correct 
this situation will slow down, if it will not actually stop, our drive to- 
ward an expanding market for business and agriculture. 

The foundations of a healthy national economy cannot be secure 
so long as any large section of our working people receive substandard 
wages. The existence of substandard wage levels sharply curtails the 
national purchasing power and narrows the market for the products 
of our farms and factories. 

In the Fair Labor Standards Act of 1938, the Congress adopted a 
program intended to provide a minimum wage standard for a large 
number of American workers. 

in that statute, the Congress declared it to be our nadonal policy to 
eliminate, from interstate industry, wage levels detrimental to the 
maintenance of minimum standards of living. The establishment then 
of a minimum wage of 25 ccnts per hour represented a first step toward 
the realizacion of that policy. The goal of 40 cents per hour, which 
under the act was to be made elective by 2945, was actually made fully 
effective more than a year ago by the voluntary action of the industry 
committees. 

I believed that the goal of a 40 cent minimum was inadequate when 
established. It has mjw become obsolete. 

Increases in the cost of living dbee 1938 and changes in our national 
wage structure, reqiure an immediate and substantial upward revision 
of this rntnimtim. Only in that way can the d>jectiyes of the Pair 
Labor Standards Act be realized, the national puxcharing power pro- 
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tcctal, ami an economy of full pr<xluction anti alnintlancc preserved 
anii mainiainai for die American people, 

'Hie iiigii prosperity which we seek in the |H)stwur years will not he 
meaningful for all our people if any large pr«iH>rtion of our itulustrial 
wage earners receive wages as low as the minimum now sanctioned by 
the Fair Lalx>r Stantlards Act. 

i therefore recommend that the Congress amend the Fair Labor 
Stamlards Act by subsiamially increasing the minimum w.igc siiccificd 
therein to a level wliicli will eliminate suhitandards of living* anti as- 
sure the maintenance of the health* efficiency, and genera! wcll-licing of 
workers. 

The scope of the Fair Lalw Stamlartls Act also should be clarified 
anti cxtenticd. In view of changes which have occurrctl since ipjjS, ! 
believe it is no longer necessary to cxclutlc from the minimum wage 
program the large number of workers engaged in agricultural process- 
ing who are now excluticd. There now exists a twilight stone in which 
some workers arc covcrctl, and others, doing similar work, arc not. Ex- 
tension of coverage would lienefit both workers ami employers by 
removing competitive inequities. 

Our achievements in this field during the last seven years of estab- 
lishing minimum wages have been gratifying; but we must continue 
to move forward, step by step. 

I urge that the Congress act promptly. The wage structure on which 
businessmen may make future plans should be settled quickly. 

3. WARTINtK CONTROLS 

One of the outstanding achievements of the war has been the success 
of the Government in holding the line against inflation. Hits is the 
first time in any major war that the United States has been able sub- 
stantially to stabilize its economy. 

That fact now permits us to enter into die difficult period of read- 
justment without the threat of a disastrous price collapse. 

For this result much credit is due to the Congress, which in the face 
of great insistence from many interested pressure groups refused stead- 
fastly to take the easy way. 
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Great credit is due to the Office of Economic Stabilization, the War 
Lal)or Hoard, the Office of Price Administration, the War Food Ad- 
ministration, the War Production Board, and the other stabilization 
agencies. Despite great pressure and often unjust abuse, they con- 
tinued to hold the line for the benefit of the great mass of Americans. 

And above all, great credit is due to the people of the United States, 
the great botiy of average citizens, who, for four difficult years and 
with only a few exceptions, subordinated their personal interest to the 
long-range interest of the Nation as a whole. 

Many of the demands of the war for commodities have now de- 
creased. They will decrease further during the initial period of un- 
employment which will come with the cancellation of war contracts. 
As a result, prices of some commodities arc bound to soften. But if 
that happens in the next few months, we cannot allow ourselves to be 
misled. We must keep in mind the experience of the period immedi- 
ately after the first World War. After a lull of a few months follow- 
ing the Armistice of 1918, prices turned upward, scrambling for inven- 
tories started, and prices soon got completely out of hand. We found 
ourselves in one of the worst inflations in our history, culminating in the 
crash of 1920 and the disastrous deflation of 1920 and 1921. 

We roust be sure this time not to repeat that bitter mistake. When 
reconversion really gets under way, and men go back to work, and 
payrolls increase, and the pent-up demands of the war years at home 
and abroad for peacetime products begin to make themselves felt, we 
shall face the same scramble for goods, die same speculative excesses 
that developed in 1919. We must be in a position to overcome that 
danger if wc expect to achieve an orderly transition to peacetime levels 
of full produetkm and full employment. However, wc must not al- 
low inflationary dangers to obscure our vision the possibilities of lower 
incomes and widespread unemployment. Our policy must guard 
against both contingencies. 

Immediately after the Japanese dedston to surrender, the Office of 
Price Administration moved promptly to eliminate rationing on gaso- 
line, fuel oil, stoves, and processed foods. 

During the transidon period the Price Administrator, of course, will 
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eliminate rationing anil price controls on one coinnuxiiiy after antither 
just as sixMi as supply comes into balance with ilcinanil. At the same 
time he will make whatever price aiijustincnts arc retjuireii to facilitate 
rapid reconversion and rcempU»yincni. 

However, it will be fteccss;iry for him to cuntimic to resist ttnreason- 
ablc pressures for higher prices cm some comnioiUiics, just as he has 
resisted them all through the war. In resisting these pressures am! in 
carrying out his dilBcult resjKjnsibilitics, I iniisi state clearly that he 
has lx>th my backing and my confidence. 

It will similarly l>c necessary for the (Jovernment to resist pressures 
for increases in wage rates which would im|)eril price ceilings. 

Without some general srabili/.aiion the consumer cannot l«: protected. 
Without stabilization, reconversion cannot priHced as rapiilly as it 
should; for stability of cost is indis|iciisablc to s4Hitul business planning. 

The price control and stabilizatliott program has received the back- 
ing of the great majority of businessmen throughout the war pcriml. 
With few exceptions, business groups have realized clearly their own 
personal stake and the stake of our basic economy In the success of the 
anti-inflation program. 

During the months that lie aheatl, however, some groups in business 
may be tempted to substitute for this long-range wartime thinking, a 
short-range |)olky designed to secure prices high enough to provide 
immediate profits over and above their temporarily high costs of pro- 
duction due to dieir initial low volume. 

These pressures must be resisted. Prices must be held (irmly on re- 
conversion items as well as on cost of living items during the coming 
months. 

The American people are entitled to a firm assurance not only on 
the part of the Administration, but from the Congress itself, that rents 
and the prices of clothing, food, and other essentials will be heldl in line. 
They are also entitled to buy washing maciitncs;, vacuum cleaners, auto- 
mobiles and other products at prices based on our traditional system 
of high output and low unit costs. 

The promise of good profits for businessmen roust not be based on 
small initial volume. It must be based on the full all-out production 
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which it is my belief that American industry will rapidly achieve. 

Because of heavy wartime needs, it has been necessary to allocate 
available supplies of many foods among various claimants within this 
country, and among other countries. It has been necessary to set aside 
large blocks of specified commodities in order to make these commodi- 
ties available for military and other essential needs. Rationing of food 
for consumers has been necessary in the interest of fair distribution. 

Many of these controls have already been eliminated and all remain- 
ing allocations, set-asides, and rationing will be removed as rapidly as 
the supply situation will permit. 

However, supplies of some of our principal foods will continue be- 
yond die end of 1945 to be too small for the demand. 

For example, the world will be short of requirements for fats and 
oils and sugar for some months, and allocations and rationing will 
probably have to be continued into 1946. We must not move so rapidly 
as to endanger the orderly distribution of goods on which we have based 
our living during the emergency. 

me add that in no case should rationing controls be removed 
if by so doing we should jeopardize our relief shipments to Europe 
and other distressed war areas. We have a moral obligation to the 
people of these liberated areas. More than that, our own enlightened 
self-interest tells us that hungry people are rarely advocates of democ- 
racy. The rehabilitation of these countries, and indeed the removal 
of American occupational troops, may be uimecessarily delayed if we 
fail to meet these responsibilities during the next few months. 

During the reconversion period and as long as shortages in certain 
materials other than food continue, the War Production Board will 
have to support the stabilization program as it has done during the 

past four years. 

It must be in a position to take action where necessary, to m^ease 
scarce materials and facilities, break bottlenecks, channel production to 
meet essential needs, safeguard the opportunities for smaU business 
concerns, and, above all, to control inventewries so as to prevent specu- 
lative hoarding and unbalanced distribution. ^ 

As the Congress knows, the War Production Board has already re- 
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moved a great majority of the controls wiiich were in force during the 
war, and many more will be removal during the next few months. 

I trust that the Omgress will agree, htiwever, that the controls which 
still remain and which are still consitlercvl necessary by the agency 
charged with rcsjionsibility shouUI not be rcinovctl until the ncctl for 
them ti!sap|x*ars. The nectl to control a few' critical materials which 
the war has caused to be in short supply will continue for some time 
until ada|uatc supplies arc again available. Foremost among iltcse 
materials arc tin and crude riihber. 

It will also l>c necessary for some pcriml i*» prevent the hoarding of 
items now badly needed and in great demaml for the civilian econ- 
omy. Many critical shortages can Iw avoiticvi by the extension of gen- 
eral inventory controls wluch would prevent the acctimulation of 
unreasonably large stocks in the hamls of a few. 'rhis will 5|iced the 
reconversion program ant! will also greatly assist in avoiding inflation 
of the price structure. 

The extension of one further type of control shottUl have consitlcra- 
tion at this time. In the national interest, this Cfovcrnmcni has m.’ide 
and should continue to make agreements f«»r securing our fair share 
of materials from certain foreign sources anti alwj agreements for sup- 
plying various materials and protlucts abroad. The Government should 
have authority to assure the carrying out of such commitments. 

These production and inventory controls, as well as the allocations 
of food, set-asides of commotlitics, anti rationing amtmg consumers 
have l>ccn set up under the Secontl War Powers Act, 

Most of the provisions of this act expire on Dccemlscr 31, 1945. 

I am convinced that an orderly transit iott to a peacetime economy 
will rcx]uire the use of some of these controls after the first of the year. 

I request the Congress, therefore, to extent! the provisions of the 
Second War Powers Act, cither in its present form or with appro- 
priate limitations, preserving the powers necessary to achieve the ob- 
fectives I have outlined. 

The Congress has my definite assurance that none erf these war powers 
will be exercised by the executive branch of the Government unless 
they are deemed essential to the attainment of the objective of an 
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orderly stabilized reconversion. The Congress should, of course, if it 
extends the statute, reserve the right to terminate it by legislation at 
any time it deems necessary. 

I hope that the Congress will not delay the extension of this authority. 
Delay would retard reconversion by creating uncertainty on the part 
of business as to whether necessary controls will be retained or not. 
Businessmen, in planning for next year’s activities, will be assisted 
greatly by knowing in advance whether or not the Government is going 
to keep a firm hand at the brakes to prevent inflation. 

The termination of the wartime food subsidies, for which a total of 
$1,798,000,000 has been authorized for the current year, is one of the 
important problems in reconversion. Agencies de alin g directly with 
this problem are now meeting jointly to determine in what order and 
at what time these food subsidies may be eliminated without an imdue 
disturbance to farm income or living costs. 

Subsidies for purposes other than food are also being reviewed by 
the agencies concerned, who are collecting the necessary data for an 
orderly liquidation at the earliest date compatible with the stabilization 
program. 

Those subsidies which were designed originally to stimulate increased 
production should not be removed at a time or in a manner to incite 
inflation and upset our economy. 

I have directed that early reports be made on this important problem. 

4. WAR POWERS AND EXECUTIVE AGENCIES REORGANIZATION 

I should like to bring to the attention of the Congress the legal dif- 
ficulties that will arise unless care is taken in the drafting of legislation 
terminating wartime controls and wartime agencies. 

I have asked the Attorney General to prepare a report on the prin- 
cipal statutes that confer wartime powers and on the various wartime 
agencies, with particular reference to the circumstances under which 
each terminates. 

A copy of rhts memorandum ^ is attached for the information of the 

»The report of the Attorney General to the PresWent, in the form of a letter dated 
September 1, 1945, is printed with the messa^re In House Document 282 (79th Con^;., Is* 
sees.). 
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Congress. It is an able ami comprehensive summary of the applicable 
laws. 

Your attention is particularly calletl to the statement in the opinion 
of the Attorney General to the clfcct that the broatl basis of govern- 
mental power on which the existing emergency ami wartime .statutes 
rest has not been tcrniinatetl by the imcontliiional surrcmler of our 
enemies. 

Certain of tlic wartime statutes which have Ijcen matlc effective “in 
time of war.” ‘‘during the present war,” or “for the duratunii of the w'ar” 
continue to Ik; effective until a formal stale of peace h.is been restored, 
or until some earlier termination date is matlc applicable by appropriate 
governmental action. Anotlier group of statutes which by their pro- 
visions terminate “u|X)n the cessation of hmtiliiies” or ‘'u|»on termina- 
tion of the war,” wnil in fact and in law* terminate only by a formal 
proclamation to that effect by the Prcsitleni or by appropriate con- 
gressional action. 

From time to time action will lie taken W'iih rcs|Hfct to these agencies, 
with the general objective of streamlining the Government into a peace- 
time organization as quickly ns {lossibic. 

The lime has not yet arrivctl, however, for the proclamation of the 
cessation of hostilities, much less the termination of the war. Neetllcss 
to say, such proclamations will lie matlc as soon as circumstances permit. 

It has been necessary during the course of the war to make numerous 
important retlistributions of functions among executive agencies. 

This has been accomplished by the Prcsulcnt under the authority 
of title I of the First War Powers Act, 1‘his act expires six months 
after the termination of the war, or at such earlier time as may be 
designated by appropriate governmental action. 

If the Congress or the President were formally to declare the present 
war terminated, it would automatically cause all the steps taken under 
the First War Powers Act with respect to the war agencies to expire, 
and would have the Government revert automatically to its preexisting 
status six months after the declaration. 

If this were to occur, it would cause great confusion and chaos in the 
Government. 
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It ii the policy of this administration not to exercise wartime powers 
iKyoml the |ioini at which it is necessary to exercise them. 

Similarly, the wartime agencies of the Government will not be a!- 
lowetl to continue to perform functions not required by present 
conditions. 

Tht»sc functions of the wartime agencies which must be retained 
during part or all of the period of reconversion should be transferred 
as promptly as practicable to the permanent departments and agencies 
of the Ckivcrnmcni. The remaining functions, appropriate only to the 
crisis through which we have passed, should be terminated in an 
orderly, systematic fashion as soon as possible. 

A program of winding up wartime agencies and distributing their 
functions on a peacetime basis is now being pursued under the powers 
vested in the President by title 1 of the First War Powers Act. 

Therefore. 1 urge that the Congress do not yet adopt a resolution 
proclaiming the termination of the war or the termination of the emer> 
gency or the cessation of hostilities. Such a resolution would auto- 
matically cause the death of many war powers and wartime agencies 
before we are ready. 

At the same lime I recognize that the Congress may wish to repeal 
certain specific wartime statutes. If this is to be done, the repeal should 
be on a selective basis, through the adoption of specific statutes dealing 
with each wartune power which the Congress decides should be 
terminated. 

In my message dated May 24, 1945, it was recommended that per- 
manent legtsbtkm be cnaaed whi<^ would authorize the President to 
submit to the Congress, from time to time, plans providing for the 
reorganizaoon of executive agencies, each such plan to become effective 
unless the Congress should reject it by concurrent resolution. 

This type of joint action by the Congress and the President has 
produced, and will produce, far better results than can be achieved 
by tbe usual legislative proc cis in tdie fidkl of emeutive reorganizatmn. 
If proper pro g re s s is to be made, it is necessary to permit dbie President 
to lay out the madiinery for carrying out his re^xmsibiHty for the 
conduct of the ezecudve branch, sul^ect to re|cctiaii by the two Houses 
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of Congress, Executive initiative, suhicct to cungreNsiun.il veto, is an 
effective approach to governmental reurgani/.atwm. 

The rcsjfKmsibility of conducting the executive hr.iiuh rests u|Km 
the Pre.sidcnt, It is fair and elfteienit to perinii him lu l.iy out the 
machinery for carrying out tliat rcs|x»nsUnlity. 

The means for doing this .should he generally along the lines of the 
Reorganization Act of which gives the initiative to the President, 
but reserves power to the Congress by a maiuriry vote to nullify any 
action of the President wliich tlocs not meet vviili its approv.ai. 

Considerable progress was made in cflicicncy tjf govcrninent under 
tills Reorganization Act of 1959. I recommeiul that siuli jisiwcrs be 
made of permanent duration ami that the legislation be sufficiently 
flexible to permit any kind of adiusiincnt for which nrccssiiy may 
arise. 

It is clear to all of us tliat the Government has a dttficuh and im- 
portant task in the years which lie ahead. Our Cover nmcni helongs 
to the people and the people have a rigfit to expect from their Govern- 
ment the greatest {lossiblc efflciency in carrying out its task. 

Our Government has never been as eflieiem as we shotihl like to sec 
it. To some degree this may Ik chargcii to the si/c of mmc of the 
tasks assigned to it. To some extent, it is also due to the lack of trained 
Government personnel and the low salaries paitl to (iovcriimcnt 
officials. 

There is no question that the war has taught us a great deal alrout 
Government adminbtration. There is still, however, much room for 
improvement. 

I have undertaken directly through the members of the Cabinet 
and also through the Directors of the Office of War Molnltzation and 
Reconversion and the Bureau of the Budget to emphasize the need 
for more efficient operation in all the executive branches of the Govern- 
ment, I have requested them to examine administrative procedures, 
and to speed up and simplify their operations to the maximum practical 
degree. 

I have also requested the Bureau of the Budget to examine closely 
with each department and agency head, the actual needs of his office 
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fiiilowin^ the surrender of |apan. They have been asked to reduce 
hudjuels promptly ami fully wherever cuts are indicated. The Bureau 
of the Budget is now completing studies which will result in reductions 
of millions of dollars in the cxpetise of operating our Government. 

W’e must continue relentlessly tliis program for increased Govern- 
ment rfi'u iency. The (Congress can depend upon the Executive to push 
this prognim with the utmost vigor. 

5. PUI.I. EMP!.OV.NtI NT 

I am ionhilcnt that* with the cooperation of American industry, 
l,d>or. anti agriculture, we can bridge the gap between war and peace. 

When we have reconvcrtctl our economy to a peacetime basis, how- 
ever, we sh.dl not Ih! satihricti with merely our prewar economy. Tlic 
Arnrrii.m jwnple have set high goals for tlieir own future. They have 
set these go.ih higli liecausc they have seen how great can be the pro- 
titu'f ive cap.acity of our country. 

'riic levels of prcxluction and income reached during the war years 
have given otir citizens an appreciation of what a full prosiuction peace- 
time economy can be. 

‘rhey are not intcrcstct! in iKJom prosperity— for that only loo often 
leads to panic anti <!cpression. But they arc interested in providing 
opiKirtitnity for w'ork and for ultimate security, 

< 3 f*vernmcnt must tlo its part ami assist industry and labor to get 
over the line from war to peace. 

'rhal is why I have asked for unemployment compensation legislation. 

1 ‘hat is why I now ask for full-employment legislation. 

l*he ol»icctivrs for our domestic economy which we seek in our long- 
range plans were summarixccl by the late President Franklin D. Roose- 
velt over a year and a half ago in the form of an economic bill of rights. 
I«ct Us make the attainment of those rights the essence of postwar 
American economic life. 

I rc|Kai the statement of President Roosevelt: 

In our day ihm economic truths have become accepted as self evident. We 
have aetrineth so to speak, a second hill of rights under which a new basis of 
sccuriiy ami prosperity can he established for all — regardless of station, race, or 
erred. 
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Among these are: 

The right to a useful and remunerative job in the intiustrics, or shops or farms 
or mines of the Nation. 

The right to earn enough to provide a<lequate food and clothing and recreation. 

The right of every farmer to raise and sell his pro<!uct5 at a return which will 
give him and his family a decent living. 

The right of every businessman, large and small, to trade in an atmosphere of 
freedom from unfair competition and domination by monoptdics at home or 
abroad. 

The right of every family to a decent home. 

The right to adequate medical care and the opportunity to achieve am! enjoy 
good health. 

The right to adequate protection from the economic fears of old age, sickness, 
accident, and unemployment. 

The right to a good education. 

All of these rights spell security. And after this war is won we must he pre- 
pared to move forward, in the implementation of these rights, to new goals of 
human happiness and well-being. 

America’s own rightful place in the world depends in large part u|x»n how fully 
these and similar rights have been carried into practice for our citizens. For 
unless there is security here at home there cannot be lasting |>cace in the world, 

I shall from time to time communicate with the Congress on some 
of the subjects included in this enumeration of economic rights. 

Most of them, in the last analysis, depend u{)on full production and 
full employment at decent wages. 

There has been much discussion about the necessity of continuing 
full employment after the war if we hope to continue in substantial 
degree the prosperity which came with the war years. TIic time has 
come for action along these lines. 

To provide jobs we must look first and foremost to private enter- 
prise — to industry, agriculture, and labor. Government must inspire 
enterprise with confidence. That confidence must come mainly 
through deeds, not words. 

But it is clear that confidence will be promoted by certain assur- 
ances given by the Government: 

Assurance that all the facts about full employment and opportunity 

will be gathered periodically for the use of all. 

Assurance of stability and consistency in public policy, so that 
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enterprise can plan better by knowing what the Government intends 
to do. 

Assurance that every governmental policy and program will be 
pointed to promote maximum protluction and employment in private 
enterprise. 

Assurance that priority will be given to doing those things first 
which stimulate normal employment most. 

A national rcassertion of the right to work for every American citizen 
able and willing to work — ^a declaration of the ultimate duty of Gov- 
ernment to use its own resources if all other methods should fail to 
prevent prolonged unemployment — these will help to avert fear and 
establish full employment. The prompt and firm acceptance of this 
bedrock public responsibility will reduce the need for its exercise. 

I ask that full employment legislation to provide these vital assur- 
ances be speedily enacted. Such legislation should also provide ma- 
chinery for a continuous full-employment policy— to be developed and 
pursued in cooperation among industry, agriculture, and labor, between 
the Congress and the Chief Executive, between the people and their 
Government. 

Full employment means full opportunity for all under the Ameri- 
can economic system— nothing more and nothing less. 

In human terms, full employment means opportunity to get a good 
peacetime job for every worker who is ready, able, and willing to take 
one. It does not mean made work, or making people work. 

In economic terms, full employment means full production and the 
opportunity to sell goods— all the goods that industry and agriculture 
can produce. 

In Government terms, full employment means opportunity to reduce 
the ratio of public spending to private investment without sacrificing 
essentia] services. 

In world-wide terms, full employment in America means greater 
eocmomic security and more opportunity for lasting peace throughout 
the world. 

These goals and the machinery to carry them out are set forth In 
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legislation now pending before the Congress on which extensive public 
hearings have been held. The country justifiably expects early action 
along these lines. 

6. FAIR EMPLOYMENT PRACTICE COMMiriRF. 

During the years of war production we made substantial progress in 
overcoming many of the prejudices which had rcsultcil in discrimina- 
tions against minority groups. 

Many of the injustices based upon considerations of race, religion, 
and color were removed. Many were prevented. Perfection was not 
reachetl, of course, but substantia! progress was matlc. 

In the reconversion period and thereafter, wc shoultl make every 
effort to continue this American ideal. It is one of the fundamentals 
of our political philosophy, and it should be an integral part of our 
economy. 

The Fair Employment Practice Committee is continuing during the 
transition period. I have already requested that legislation be enacted 
placing the Fair Employment Practice Committee on a permanent 
basis. I repeat that recommendation. 

7. LABOR DISPUTES AND WAGE STABILIZATION 

Our national welfare requires that during the reconversion period 
production of civilian gootls and services — as full production as pos- 
sible — go forward without interruption, and that lalior and industry 
cooperate to keep strikes and lock-outs at a minimum. 

Those who have the responsibility of labor relations must recognize 
that responsibility. This is not the time for short-sighted manage- 
ment to seize upon the chance to reduce wages and try to injure labor 
unions. Equally it is not the time for labor leaders to shirk their 
responsibility and permit widespread industrial strife. 

With this objective in view, I shall shortly convene a conference 
of representatives of organized labor ant! industry for the purpose of 
working out by agreement means to minimize labor disputes. 

In the interim period, pending the convening of the conference, I 
have called upon the representatives of organized labor and industry 
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to continue their adherence to the no-strike, no-lock-out policy. Dur- 
ing this interim {)eriod, labor disputes which threaten a substantial in- 
terference with the transition to a {>eacctime economy should be sub- 
mitted to the War Labor Board. They would there be handled by the 
Board under existing procedures. The country will expect parties 
to any such disputes to comply voluntarily with the determinations 
of the War Lal^r Board. 

The threat of inflationary bidding-up of wage rates by competition 
in a short labor market has disappeared. Therefore the War Labor 
Board has removed the necessity of approving proposed voluntary 
wage increases, so long as they will not be used to obtain an increase 
in price ceilings. 

1 have conferred upon the War Labor Board adequate authority to 
correct maladjustments and inequities in wage rates arising in the re- 
conversion period which will tend to interfere with the efTectivc transi- 
tion to a peacetime economy. 

The Board should be terminated as soon after the conclusion of the 
forthcoming industry-labor conference as the orderly disposition of 
the work of the Board and the provisions of the War Labor Disputes 
Act permit, and after facilities have been provided to take care of the 
wage scabiliaation functions under the act of October 2, 1942. 

Meanwhile, plans for strengthening the Department of Labor, and 
bringing under it functions properly belonging to it, are going for- 
vrard. With the return to a peacetime economy and the elimination 
of the present temporary wartime agencies and procedures, we must 
look to collective bargaining, aided and supplemented by a truly effec- 
tive system of conciliation and voluntary arbitration, as the best and 
most democratic method of maintaining sound industrial relations. 

8. UNmn fTATBS XMFLOrrMENT SElVtCS SaCTXNSlON 

Haesng demobilized veterans and displaced war workers in new 
peacetime jobs is the major human problem of our country's reconver- 
sion to a peacetime economy. It is imperative that this work be done 
swifdy and efficiently, and that men and women lose a minimum 
amount of time between jobs. 
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The next few months are crucial. What we do now will affect our 
American way of life for decades to come. 

The United States Employment Service has an important responsi- 
bility in the performance of this task. 

At present, this agency operates as a national and centralized sys- 
tem with a free flow of information among its offices. Under the 1946 
appropriation act, the oflSccs arc to be turned back to the 48 States 
within 90 days after the cessation of hostilities. 

Shortly after the declaration of war, the Government realized that 
the manpower of the Nation could be mobilized more efficiently if the 
United States Employment Service were centralized under Federal 
control. Hundreds of thousands of workers hat! to be recruited from 
all parts of the country. Often, they were wanted in regions far from 
their homes. Certain areas had surpluses of labor; others were desper- 
ately in need of more workers. TIris situation could be met only 
through a centrally operated employment service that covered the 
entire Nation. 

Now we are faced with this problem in reverse. Hundreds of thou- 
sands of men and women will want to seek fobs in towns and cities 
other than those in which they worked during the war. They may 
want to return home, or they may want to strike out in search of new 
opportunities in new surroundings. Millions of veterans also will be 
coming back in search of peacetime Jobs. They will want to know 
where such Jobs can be found, not only in their own areas, but also in 
other parts of the land. 

The task of helping this vast army of Job seekers to fit themselves 
into peacetime economy is fully as difficult as the md}iltzation of man- 
power for war. To make any decided change in the machinery to 
handle this problem now would cause unnecessary hardship to workers 
and veterans. It would slow down the entire process of reconversion. 

I urgently recommend that the Congress do not yet return the Em- 
ployment Service to the States. Ultimately it should be so returned. 
However, it should be continued undo* Federal control at least until 
the expiration of the War Mobilization Act — ^June 30, 1947. 
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I also recommend that its appropriation be increased by $10,000,000 
for the current fiscal year. Prompt action on this matter is especially 
iin|>ortant since pcrscjnncl and facilities must be quickly enlarged to 
haiulle the rising tide of veterans and war workers who will be seeking 
jobs. 

9. ACRtCUI.TURK 

One of the most magnificent prcxluction jobs in the war has been 
dtHHc by the farmers of the United States. They have met the un- 
precedented ilemands of the war, and, at the same time, have provided 
our civilian {papulation with more food {x*r capita than during the 
{prewar {PcrkHl. 

No other grou{> in America lalpored longer or harder to meet the 
war demands |put u{Pon them. Foot! protluction last year reached 
a {Peak mfpre th.in a third above the prewar years dcs{>itc the fact that 
farm {p<p{pnlatiaii has declined by alpout five million since 1940. 

Fortunately, farmers were aided by bctter-ihan-averagc weather con- 
ditions over the country. Wc cannot, however, count on continuance 
of bettcr-ihan-avcrage weather. Therefore, because of the great tlc- 
mands for food that exist in this country and for relief abroad, the 
Department of Agriculture is planning for another year of full pro- 
duction. This does not mean the same volume of production for each 
indivuiual crop, because the surrender of Japan has brought changes 
in the tlcmand pattern. But the total acreage needed for next year 
will not be greatly different from this year. 

The Government now must be prepared to carry out the Nation’s 
res{ionsibility to aid farmers in making their necessary readjustments 
from a wartime to a peacetime basis. The Congress already has pro- 
vtded postwar supports against price collapse for many farm products. 
This was a provision of wisdom and foresight. 

After the First World War farm prices dropped more than 50 per- 
cent from the spring of 1920 to the spring of 1921. We do not intend 
to permit a rcfsetition of the disaster that followed the First World 
War. The Secretary of Agriculture has assured me that he will use all 
means now authori^ by the Congress to carry out the price-support 
cctcninitm 
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But there is need for additional measures to strengthen the machin- 
ery for carrying out price-support commitments, and for laying the 
basis for broader peacetime markets for agricultural products. 

The Congress already has provided for one such postwar measure 
that ncetls now to be adapted to our changed situation. Recognizing 
that the ientl-lease program required greatly increased prtnluction and 
that this increase could not be suddenly discontinued when the pro- 
gram stopped, the Congress wisely set asitle $ 500 ,o<:x),ooo of Icnd-lcase 
funds for price support of farm commoiiities. This money is now avail- 
able for the purpose for which it was intended, but in order that it 
may he used most effectively whenever the ncc<l arises, I recommend 
early legislation which would make those funds available to the Com- 
motlity Credit Corporation on a continuing basis. Such action would 
reaffirm the specific intent of the Congress as to the use of this money 
in safeguarding farm prices. 

Strengthening the machinery for carrying out price-support com- 
mitments is the one measure necessary to safcguartl farm prices. Stim- 
ulation of the export of farm commodities b anotlicr. More food is 
needed in the war-ravaged areas of the world. In the process of meet- 
ing relief requirements abroad, we have the opportunity of tlcvcloping 
export markets for the future. 

The farmer has always faced certain specific problems which are 
peculiar to his occupation, Ilis crops arc at the mercy of the weather. 

The factory owner and the worker at the machine have available 
to them insurance programs which protect tliem from losses. Our 
farmers have the right to the same kind of protection. Strengthening 
and further tlcvclopmcnt of crop insurance for farmers, organized and 
backed by the Federal Government, can give them this protection. 
A well-rounded crop-insurance program, together with the assurance 
of reasonable and stable farm prices, will go a long way toward meet- 
ing basic problems which have plagued farmers in the past 

Much that has been accomplished during the war was made possible 
by the wise national program in support of scientific research in agri- 
culture and forestry, and by the program for the conservation and im- 
provement of our soil and forest resources. These policies have paid 
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large dividends during the war. We ought to continue and strengthen 
them. 

Within recent years the Congress has enacted various measures which 
have done much to improve the economic status o£ this country’s 
farmers and to make rural living more attractive. In enacting indi- 
vidual piece} of legislation it has not been possible to make adjust- 
ments in existing measures in keeping with the changing pattern of 
needs. The Secretary of Agriculture is now reexamining existing agri- 
cultural programs in the light of peacetime needs in order that they 
make the fullest contribution to the welfare of farmers and the people 
as a whole. I hope that the Congress also, through its appropriate 
committees, will give careful consideration to this problem with a view 
to making such adjustments as are necessary to strengthen the effective- 
ness of these various measures. 

10. SELECnVB SERVICE 

While the cruel lessons of war are fresh in every mind, it is Btting 
that we now undertake appropriate measures for the future security of 
the United States. 

The times call for a broad and realistic appraisal of our military 
needs and obligations. This Nation, and the other members of the 
family oi nations, are facing the hazardous transition to a peace economy 
in a world grown acutely senridve to power. 

We have charted the course to a stable world peace, but that course 
still remains to be sailed. 

We must, of course, plan for the immediate needs of this year and 
the next. But we would break faith with those who won for us the 
victory, if we should Ml at the same time to adopt an int^prated and 
long-range program for the national security. 

As a sovereign nation, we must continue to be ready to defend our 
national integrity by maintaining and manning adequate defense estab- 
lishments within tins continenc, at the Panama Canal, and at all our 
bases overseas. As a member of the Security Council of the United 
Nations, we have an immediate obligation to bear a share, commen- 
surate with our nadbnal standing, in safeguarding the future security 
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of ali peace-loving nations. As a victor in the greatest war of history, 
we arc coinmitteci now to an armed occupation of the lands of our de- 
feated enemies until it is assured that the principles ft>r which wc fought 
shall prevail in the reconstruction of those lands. 

To meet these immediate obligations will require the maintenance 
for some time of a real measure of our present land, sea, and air jx)wcr. 

And in this first year after victory our people have another obliga- 
tion, one which is felt in almost every American home. We owe it to 
those now in the armed forces that they be returned to civilian life 
with all possible speed. 

To provide the personnel necessary to meet these immctliatc obliga- 
tions we must obtain replacements for those veterans who have already 
rcntlcrcd long and ariUious service. 

We shall make every clTt)rt to raise these replacements by recruiting 
volunteers. To that eml I ask that the Congress consider ways and 
means to assure the maximum success of the recruiting campaigns 
which have already been auihorr/.ed. I suggest that legislation be 
enacted to remove the present restriction on eligibility for voluntary 
enlistment and to allow the armed forces to enlist a larger number 
of volunteers than is now authorized. It is further recommended that, 
in order to enable the armed forces satisfactorily to compete in the 
procurement of personnel, the Congress provide suitable inducements 
for volunteer service in the Army and Navy, 

However, in view of our extensive national commitments, I am cer- 
tain, as are the War and Navy Departments, that wc cannot rely on 
voluntary recruitment as the sole method of procuring the necessary 
replacements. 

I, therefore, urge that the Congress continue inductions to assure 
replacements for these veterans, in such numbers as are not supplied by 
volunteers. 

An unforgivable discrimination would result if, by suspending in- 
ductions now, we should favor those who have had no military service 
at the cost of requiring continued sacrifice from those who have already 
done their part. 

Our first concern should be for those who have been in the armed 
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forces for several years. They have been separated from their homes 
ami from their loved ones. Many of them have been under constant 
fire and continuous danger for months and even years. We should 
try to avok! imposing further service upon them. 

The only way that this can be done is to continue the intluction of 
young men who as yet have not served a tour of active duty in the 
armed services. Only when we find that we are able to obtain a suflfi- 
cient number of volunteers to fill the necessary quotas for our occupa- 
tional needs, can we discontinue the Selective Service System. 

Of course it is entirely up to the Congress to choose tlie means by 
which we will provide and maintain the necessary strength to meet 
our commitments. The alternatives presented arc very simple. There 
arc no others. Either we retain men now in the service for a further 
indefinite jicriotl, or we provide replacements by further inductions. 

As you know, I have already directed the Selective Service to cut 
down the number of inductions from 80,000 to 50,000 per month, and 
to limit them to the age group of 18 through 25. 

It would seem reasonable to limit inductions hereafter to men be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 25, inclusive, and fix their maximum term of 
service at two years. 

Under the existing statute, inductees can be legally retained only for 
the duration o! the war and a period of six months thereafter. I trust 
that, in any event, the Congress will not pass a resolution to the effect 
that the war has terminated for the purposes of this statute. To do 
so would give to all inducted men and temporary officers of the Army 
now on active duty the right to civilian status, and would create an 
impossible demobilization situation. 

Tbese are the military steps which it is apparent must be taken at 
once to meet the needs of the transition from war to peace. First 
things necessarily come first. 

But the full needs of our national security run far beyond this im- 
mediate period of transition. We should make timely preparations for 
the Nation's long-range security, while we are still mind^l of what 
it has cost us in this war to have been unprepared. 

It is, therefore, my intention to communicate with the Congress from 
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time to time during the current session with respect to a comprehensive 
and continuous program of national security, including a universal 
training program, unification of the armed services, and the use and 
control of atomic energy. 

XI. HOUSING 

The largest single opportunity for the rapid postwar expansion of 
private investment and employment lies in the field of housing, both 
urban and rural. The present shortage of decent homes arul the en- 
forced widespread use of substandard housing inthcate vital unful- 
filled needs of the Nation. These needs will become more marked as 
veterans begin to come back and look for places to live. 

There is wide agreement that, over the next ten years, there should 
be built in the United States an average of from a million to a million 
and a half homes a year. 

Such a program would provide an opjx>rtuniiy for private capital 
to invest from six to seven billion dollars annually. Private enter- 
prise in this field could provide employment for several million work- 
ers each year. A housing program of this realistic size would, in turn, 
stimulate a vast amount of business and employment in industries 
which make house furnishings and equipment of every kind, and in 
the industries which supply the materials for them. It would pro- 
vide an impetus for new products, and wouUI develop new markets for 
a variety of manufactured articles to be made by private enterprise. 

Housing is high on the list of matters calling for decisive Congres- 
sional action. This is reflected in recommendations contained in re- 
ports recently issued by the postwar committees of the Senate and of 
the House of Representatives. While differing opinions may be held 
as to detail, these proposals for action already devclo|>cd in the Congress 
appear to me sound and essential. 

I urgently recommend that the Congress, at an early date, enact broad 
and comprehensive housing legislation. 

The cardinal principle underlying such legislation should be that 
house construction and financing for the overwhelming majority of 
our citizens should be done by private enterprise. 
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We sliouid retain and improve upon the present excellent Govern- 
ment facilities which permit the savings of the people to be channeled 
voluntarily into private house construction on financing terms that will 
serve the needs of homeowners of moderate income. 

The present principles of insurance of housing investment — now 
tested by years of experience — ^should be retained and extended, so 
as to encourage direct investment in housing by private financing 
institutions. 

The Government, in addition to providing these facilities to help 
private enterprise and private capital build homes, should take effec- 
tive measures to stimulate research in methods and materials of hous- 
ing construction. In this way, better and cheaper methods may be 
developed to build homes. 

In addition to this type of research, the Government might well 
undertake to assist communities in making recurrent community studies 
in matters relating to housing and real estate generally. Such a pro- 
gram would contribute in great degree to the progress of private initia- 
tive and private capital investment in housing. 

We must go on. We must widen our horizon even further. We 
must consider the redevelopment of large areas of the blighted and 
slum sections of our cities so that in the truly American way they may 
be remade to accommodate families not only of low-income groups as 
heretofore, but of every income group. We must make it possible for 
private enterprise to do the major part of this job. In most cases, it is 
now impossible for private enterprise to contemplate rebuilding slum 
areas without public assistance. The land cost generally is too high. 

The time faju come for the Government to begin to undertake a 
pre^pram of Federal aid to stimulate and promote the redevelopment 
d these deteriorating areas. Such Federal aid should be extended 
only to those communities which are willing to bear a fair part of the 
cost of clearing their blighted city areas and preparing them £c»r rede- 
velopment and rebuilding. 

The rebuilding of these areas should conform to broad city plans, 
provide adequately for displaced families and make maximum use of 
private capitaL Here lies another road toward establishing a better 
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standard of city living, toward increasing business activity and providing 
jobs. 

This Nation has rcctJgnizcti the necti of using public furuis to clear 
slums and to provide homes for those families who could not other- 
wise enjoy adequate housing because of tlie difference between their 
present earning power and the cost or rental of a decent home. We 
cannot, and we will not, recede from these purposes. 

For tliosc low-income groups, representing but a small |Tortion of the 
total housing need, our prewar program of Federal aitl to communities 
for low-rent housing should be rcsumctl. Only in that way can we 
make progress toward our ultimate goal laiti tltnvn in the economic 
bill of rights of a decent liome for every American family. 

I recommend, also, that wc quicken our rate of progress in rural 
housing. As a general rule, housing coiulitions on farms and in rural 
areas arc relatively worse than in our cities. In housing, as well as 
in other benefits of the American .system, farm families should enjoy 
equality with city dwellers. 

A decent standard of housing for all is one of the irreducible obli- 
gations of modern civilization. The housing challenge is now squarely 
before us. The people of the United States, so far ahead in wealth ami 
productive capacity, deserve to be the best housed people in the world. 
We must begin to meet that challenge at once. 

12. RESEARCH 

Progress in scientific research ami tlcvclopment is an indispensable 
condition to the future welfare ami security of the Nation. The 
events of the past few years arc both proof and prophecy of what 
science can do. 

Science in this war has worked through thousands of men and 
women who lal>orcd selflessly and, for the most part, anonymously 
in the laboratories, pilot plants, and proving grounds of the Nation. 

Through them, science, always pushing forward the frontiers of 
knowledge, forged the new wcaixins that shortencil the war. 

Progress in science cannot depend alone upon brilliant inspiration 
or sudden flights of genius. Wc have recently had a dramatic dem- 
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onstration of this truth. In peace and in war, progress comes slowly 
in small new bits, from the unremitting day-hy-day labors of thousands 
of men and women. 

No nation can maintain a position of leadership in the work! of 
today unless it ticvelops to the full its scientific and technological 
resources. No government adequately meets its responsibilities unless 
it generously am! intelligently supports and encourages the work of 
science in university, industry, and in its own laboratories. 

During the war wc have learned much about the methods of or- 
gant'/.ing science, and about the ways of encouraging and supporting 
its activities. 

The development of atomic energy is a clear-cut indication of what 
can lie accomplished by our universities, imlustry, and Government 
working together. Vast scientific fields remain to l>c conquered in the 
same w.iy. 

In order to derive the full profit in the future from wJiai wc have 
learned, I urge upon the Congress the early adoption of legislation 
for the establishment of a single Federal research agency which would 
discharge the following functions: 

1. Promote am! support fundamental research and development proj- 
ects in all matters pertaining to the defense and security of the Nation. 

2. Promote and support research in the basic sciences and in the social 
sciences. 

Promote and support research in medicine, public health, and 
allied fields. 

4. Provide financial assistance in the form of scholarships and grants 
for young men and women of proved scientific ability. 

5. Coordinate and control diverse scientific activities now conducted 
by the several deparunents and agencies of the Federal Government, 

6. Make fully, freely, and publicly available to commerce, industry, 
agriculture, and academic institutions, the fruits of research financed 
by Federal funds. 

Scientific knowledge and scientific research are a complex and inter- 
related structure. Technological advances in one field may have great 
significance for another apparently unrelated. Accordingly, I urge 
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upon the Ck)ngrcss the desirability of centralizing these functions in a 
single agency. 

Although science can be coordinated and cncouragctl, it cannot be 
dictated to or regimented. Science cannot progress unless founded 
on the free intelligence of the scientist. I stress tlie fact that the 
Federal research agency here proposed should in no way impair that 
freedom. 

Even if the Congress promptly adopts the legislation I have recom- 
mended, some months must elapse before the newly established agency 
could commence its operations. To fill what I hope will be only a 
temporary gap, 1 have asked the Office of Scientific Research and 
Development and die Research Board for National Security to con- 
tinue their work. 

Our economic and industrial strength, the physical well-being of 
our people, the achievement of full employment and full production, 
the future of our security, and the preservation of our principles will 
be determined by the extent to which we give full and sincere support 
to the works of science. 

It is with these works that we can build the highroads to the future. 

13. TRANSITION TAX REVISION 

Taxes will play a vital role in attaining a prosperous peace. 

I recommend that a transitional tax bill he enacted as soon as pos- 
sible to provide limited tax reductions for the calendar year 1946. Like 
the Tax Adjustment Act of 1945, the new bill should aim principally 
at removing barriers to speedy reconversion and to the expansion of 
our peacetime economy. 

This matter has been under study jointly by congressional and 
Treasury tax staffs. I am assured that a program will be ready for 
early consideration by the Congress. 

We must reconcile ourselves to the fact that room for tax reduc- 
tion at this time is limited. A total war effort cannot be liquidated 
overnight. 

It is estimated that war expenditures in the current fiscal year will 
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drop billion tiollars below last year, but that they will still amount 
to 50 billion dollars out oC total expenditures of 66 billion dollars. With 
current receipts estimated at 36 billion dollars, we face an estimated 
tleficit of 30 billion dollars in the current fiscal year. Expenditures, 
although furtlicr reduce*!, will necessarily continue at high levels in 
the fiscal year 1947. 

In considering tax reductions for 1946 we must not lose sight of 
tlic budgetary situation and our obligations to 85,000,000 bondholders. 

After passage of the transitional bill, I hope that the Congress will 
give careful consideration to the modernization of the Federal tax 
structure. A major objective of this modernization should be the 
encouragement of business incentives and expansion, and of consumer 
purchasing |K>wcr. In this connection consideration of further tax 
rciluetions should have due regard to the level of governmental cx- 
pcmliturcs and the health and stability of our economy. 

14. SUXI»LUS>PROP£RTY DISPOSAL 

On July 17 I recommended that the Congress enact legislation creat- 
ing a single Surplus Froperty Administrator in pl.ice of the board of 
three which was provided in the statute enacted last year. 

I realize that this recommendation came too late to be dealt with 
prior to your recess, but I strongly urge that you act on it now. 

A single administrator can do much to obviate the confusion which 
still exists in this 6cld, and will be able to expedite the disposal of the 
many billions of dollars of surplus property. 

The disposition of plants and equipment is of particular urgency. 
They should be disposed of promptly by sale or lease on a basis that is 
fair to the Governinent and to industry. Our objectives should be to 
provide early and continuous employment, and through private pro- 
duction, to supply hungry markets and check inflationary tendencies. 
Leases may often enable the Government and the operator to deter- 
mine actual value by actual experience. The sooner we can put plants 
and equipment to work, the sooner we can discard our wartime con- 
trols in the transition from war to peace. 
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15. SNtALL BUSINESS 

During the war special attention was paid to small business. Tiie 
American small business is the backbone of our free-enterprise sys- 
tem. The ctTorts of the Congress in protecting small business tUiring 
the war paitl high tiivklemls, not only in protecting small business 
enterprise, but also in speeding victory. In spite of the f.icr, however, 
that many businesses W’crc helped and savcii, it is true that many 
thousands of them w’crc obliged to close up because of lack of materials 
or manpower or inability to get into war pro^luction. 

It is very important to the economy of the Unirctl States tliat these 
small businesses anti many more of them be given opportunity to 
become a part of American trade and imlustry. To do tliis, assistance 
shouUl be given to small businesses to enable them to obtain adequate 
materials, private financing, technological improvements, and surplus 
proixrrty. 

While some sfiecial facilities for small business are required, the great- 
est hci[> to it will come from the maintenance of general prosperity 
aiul full employment. It is mucli more difficult for small business to 
survive the liazards w'hich come from trade recessions and widespread 
unemployment. What small business needs cliicfly is a stcaily supply 
of customers with stable purchasing power. 

I am sure that the Congress will see to it that in its legislation ade- 
quate protection and encouragement will be given to the small business 
of the Nation. 

16. VETFR.S.NS 

It lias been a fundamental objective of the Congress and of tlie admin- 
istration to make generous provision for those who have served the 
Nation in its armed forces, and for the dependents of those who have 
died in their country’s cause. 

Although a full list of what has been done toward this ohjcctivc 
would be entirely too long to enumerate here, it might be well to list 
some of the major steps already taken: 

(i) Adoption of a National Service Life Insurance Act under which 
about 17*4 million insurance applications have been approved, rcsult- 
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ing in insurance coverage of more than $135,000,000,000. 

(2) Provision of increased compensation or pension for disabled 
veterans. 

(3) F.xtcnsion ami expansion of hospital lx*ncfits. 

(4) Vtx'ational education and training for veterans having a serv- 
icc'Ctinncctcti liisability constituting a vocational handicap. 

(5) Muslering-out pay ranging from $100 to $300 dependent upon 
length service and rate of pay. 

(6) l^^iuca^itJn or training for any veteran whose education or train- 
ing w.ts intcrniptcti by entrance into the service. 

(7) Chiarantce of loans to veterans for tlic purchase of a home, a 
farm, or a Intsincss. 

(8) l^egislation to protect the vctcran’'s right to reemployment in 
his preservice job, if desired. 

(t)) Provision of unemployment allowances for veterans who be- 
come unemployed at any time within two years after tiischarge, of $20 
per week for not to exceed 52 weeks. 

(to) Civil-service laws to insure preference to veterans in govern- 
incnt.il service. 

(11) There has also been instituted in each State pursuant to law 
an cfBcient system whereby the counseling and placement needs of 
vctcr.ins will be the responsibility of veterans appointed for that special 
work. 

I'hc transition of veterans from military to civilian activities can- 
not Ih: accomplished satisfactorily by the Federal Government alone 
t)r the States alone, or, indeed, by both. Government can help chiefly 
througli organization and over-all planning. But the real work must 
lx: done in each community, through cooperation of the industrial, 
lalxir, ami civic organizations interested in the welfare of the community 
and of the veterans. 

There have been established information centers in ail the fleld 
activities of the Selective Service System, United States Employment 
Service, and Veterans Administration totaling more than 8,000. Vet- 
erans may there obtain information on any question of interest to them. 

Also, the Retraining and Reemployment Administration in coopera- 
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tion with the leadership of local communities !ias established approxi- 
mately 1,450 community information centers. There are therefore 
9,000 information centers of all types throughout the country available 
to veterans for information purposes. With respect to agricultural 
interests, use has been made of county committees. 

Broad and generous as this legislation for veterans has been, there 
will he need of amendments and improvements. I recommend that 
the Congress give prompt consklcration to the recommendations which 
have been made by the Veterans Administration for the purpose of 
clarifying and liberalizing the provisions relative to hospital and med- 
ical care, to vocational training under the ViKaiional Rehabilitation 
Act, and to education and training under the Servicemen’s Readjust- 
ment Act. I also urge consideration of the suggestions m.atlc by the 
Veterans Administration with resjicct to the loan guarantee features 
of the latter Act, to amendments clarifying and lilieralizing the Na- 
tional Service Life Insurance Act, and those w^hich woulti increase the 
rates of compensation for specific injuries incliuling multiple 
amputations. 

I have recommended that the Selective Training and Service Act be 
continued; but if the Congress determines to the contrary, I urgently 
recommend that it clarify the provisions thereof which specifically deal 
with the right of reemployment. 

Favorable consideration should be given by the Congress to Federal 
reclamation projects as outstanding opportunities for returning vet- 
erans. The great Columbia Basin project in the Northwest, the 
projects in the Missouri River Basin, and others of equal significance 
will bring into existence many thousands of new family-size farms 
upon which returning veterans can secure a live!ihoo<! for themselves 
and their families and create new wealth for the Nation. A number 
of farms can be made ready for veterans rapidly if legislation now pend- 
ing is enacted without <lclay. This legislation would authorize neces- 
sary and proper assistance to veterans who seek to develop farm homes 
on irrigated lands in Federal reclamation project areas. 

I also recommend that the Congress expedite legislation giving vet- 
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crans social-security coverage credit for the period of their service in 
tiic armed services* 

'rhe latest available statistics in the Veterans’ Administration shows 
that pension payments in varying amounts are now going forward 
each month to approximately 600,000 veterans of World War 11 and 
to the depenilents of more than xoo,ooo deceased veterans of World 
War n. 

Insurance claims under the National Service Life Insurance Act 
have liecn allowed in a total of 361,000 cases involving insurance of 
approximately 2*4 billion dollars. 

More than 200,000 World War II veterans have already been afforded 
hospital care in Veterans Administration facilities. 

At the time of Pearl Harlwr, the Veterans Administration and the 
Fcilcral Hoard of Hospitalization had under way a hospital-buihiing 
program which by 1949, the estimated peak of needs for World War I 
veterans, wouUI have provided a total of 100,000 Iwtds for hospital and 
domiciliary care. Since Pearl Harbor the hospital-building program 
has iKen expedited. 

The Veterans Administration now has approximately 82,000 hos- 
pital and 14,000 domiciliary beds. Thirteen thousand beds are now 
under construction, and funds arc available for 15,000 more. 

The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act authorizes appropriations to the 
extent of $500,000,000 for the construction of veterans’ hospitals and 
also the transfer to the Veterans Administration of suitable facilities of 
the Army and Navy after the end of the war, when surplus to tlieir 
needs. The program of the Veterans Administration and the Federal 
Board of Hospitalization contemplates keeping abreast of developing 
needs through such transfers and additional construction. To this end 
a plan has just been approved for construction of 29,000 additional beds. 

Since World War I there have been more than 5,000,000 hospital 
admissions in veterans’ facilities — ^and most of them since 1925. Con- 
sidering that the total number of veterans of World War I and all 
living veterans of prim* wars did not exceed one-third the number of 
the veterans of World War 11 , it can readily be seen how important it 
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is to provide hospital privilege. The subjcci is one wiiich should re- 
ceive the most careful consideration from the |^>im of view of the extent 
and quality of facilities to be provided anti maintained. 

In the last analy.sis, if wc can insure the profier economic conditions, 
we may he sure that the genius and initiative of Americans who met 
successfully all demands of the greatest war in history, Ixjth on the 
fighting front and on the prcKiuction front, will make certain the re- 
integration of veterans into an expanding civilian economy. Anything 
less would not meet tiic country's obligations to its veterans. 

17. PUBLIC WORK.S AND NATIONAL RESOURCES 

During the war years wc have cxixndctl our resources — both human 
and natural — without .stint, Wc iiavc thrown into the battle for freedom 
everything wc had. 

Thousands of our finest young men — our Ijcst human resources — 
have given their lives. Additional thousatuls have been injured so that 
they may not be able to realize their full promise. The ctlucation of 
millions of young men and young women has liecn disrupted. At best, 
the Nation will be deprived of the full benefit of tlicir services as 
scientists, doctors, technicians, lawyers, and educators for 3 to 5 years, 
or even longer, while they complete the preparation which the necessi- 
ties of war interrupted. 

The depletion of our natural resources is even more startling. Wc 
have torn from the earth copper, petroleum, iron ore, tungsten, and 
every other mineral required to fight a war. without regard to our 
future supplies. Wc have taken what we needed. Wc were not able 
to, and wc did not, take account of tomorrow. 

At the same time, our splendid prewar program to build up our 
national resources was sharply halted. The diligent and constant search 
for additional deposits of minerals was almost abandoned in favor of 
a frantic effort to discover and make possible the production of the 
materials of war. 

The long-range programs to conserve the precious inches of topsoil 
which, in many parts of the country, lie between plenty and poverty 
were necessarily interrupted. Wc had neither the manpower nor the 
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matcriuis to spare for projects to prevent the ravages of floods which 
constantly desjjoil tnir land. We had neither the men nor the facilities 
to continue a large-scale program of reclaiming land and of bringing 
new lami into cultivation. 

With a few exceptions, we were forcctl to suspend the program to 
which this Nation is committed of harnessing the waters of our great 
rivers so that they may become vehicles of commerce, beneficent pro- 
ihiccrs of cheap electric power, and servants of the Nation instead of 
instruments of destruction. 

In brief, although during this war this Nation has reached the apex 
of its power — a peak of greatness and might which the w’orld had 
never scen—our national capital account has greatly sufTeretl. We 
must proceed with all j>ossibic diligence not merely to restore these 
tleplctct! resources to their prewar standartis but to make them greater 
and richer than ever before. 

We must make a diligent effort to discover new dci>nsits of the 
precious and indispensable minerals upon which our national life is 
founded. 

We rmivt develop for the use of industry new technologies so that 
the vast dc{X}sits of low-gratle ores that have not Iieretoforc Ixien con- 
siticred usable may be put to work for the good of all of us. 

We should build and improve our roads—ilic arteries of commerce; 
we must harness our streams for the general welfare; we must rebuild 
and reclaim our land; we must protect and restore our forests. 

lliis is not only to provide men and women w'ith work, it is to assure 
to the Nation the very basts of its life. It is to play the part of a good 
businessman who insists carefully on maintaining and rebuilding his 
plant and machinery. 

Wc know that by the investment of Federal funds we can, within 
the limits of our own Nation, provide for our citizens new frontiers — 
new territories for the development of industry, agriculture, and 
commerce. 

We have before us the example of the Tennessee Valley Authority, 
which has inspired regional resource development throughout the 
entire world. 
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We know that we have programs, carefully considered and exten- 
sively ilebated, for regional development of the Columbb River in the 
great Northwest, the Missouri River, the Central Valley of California, 
and the Arkansas River. 

In tiic Columbia Valley tlic first major step has been completed for 
the reclamation of barren land and the production of enormous quan- 
tities of power. The waters of the Missouri and the Arkansas and 
the rivers of California can be pul to work to serve the national interest 
in a similar fashion. 

If these rivers remain scourges of our Nation, it is only because we 
do not have the prudence to harness them for the benefit of our people. 
If there arc among us for any period of time farmers who do not farm 
because there is no suitable land available to them; workers who do 
not work because there is no labor for their hands, we have only our- 
selves to blame so long as we fail to make available to them the oppor- 
tunities before our very eyes. 

I hope that the Congress will proceed as rapidly as possible to au- 
thorize regional development the natural resources of our great 
river valleys. 

It should be unnecessary to say that the conservation and develop- 
ment of the national plant must proceed according to an intelligent 
and coordinated design. The watersheds of this Nation are not utterly 
independent, one of the other; our irreplaceable wealth of minerals, 
land, and timber is not composed of segments which can efiectively be 
dealt with separately. Any program of pid>}ic works must have as its 
unifying purpose the greatest possible contribution to the wealth of the 
Nation and to the wealth-producing capability of the Nation. 

It is necessary that we proceed as speedily as possible to set up ma- 
chinery to make an inventory of our national wealth and our basic 
resources, and to test the sultaHlity of plans and proposals for public 
works in light of this purpose. An agency of this sort could jwovldc 
us with consistent direction toward the goal of rehabilitation and im- 
provement of our basic national resources. 

Shortages of materials and manpower made it necessary in the inter- 
ests of the war efibrt to suspend many public works which mig^t 
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othcrwisf liavc Inm iiiuicriakcn. Now that materials and manpower 
will btToinc more pktiiiful, we should be prepared to undertake a pro- 
gram of useful public works, not only to improve the physical plant 
of the Ihiitetl Stales but to provide employment to great masses of our 
eifi'/.ens wlicn private industry cannot tlo so. Only such public works 
shtniUl now l>c undertaken, however, as will not compete with the use 
of materials ami maujKm’cr by private industry. Plans for other public 
works shinild lie fierfected and put in reserve. 

In this connection ! have several recommendations: 

(1) During the war tlic construction of Federal public works has 
been resirictrii to tliosc necessary for national defense and tixe prose- 
cution of ilic war. Proiccts whicli normally would have been con- 
structcil were deferreti, and a large backlog of needed construction 
has accumuiatctl. Plans for some of these projects — specifically those 
relating to rcelamattan, rivers and harbors, flooti control, and the con- 
servation of cHif natural resources — are now ready, and their construc- 
tion c.tn go forwawl when funds are provided and materials and 
manpower arc available without competing with private industry. 
Plans for other Federal projects are being prepared through the use of 
funds wisely appropriated by liic Congress for advance preparation. 
Additional funds are needed for this purpose, and I urge that the 
Congress provide them. 

(2> I recommend that the Congress enact legislation authorizing 
additional construction of certain Federal buildings. A portion of this 
program has alre^y been authorizetl but has been held up by reason 
of cost limits impwed upon the buildings which cannot now be met 
because of increased needs and costs. 

(3) I recommend that the Congress release the funds for the high- 
way program authorized under the Federal Aid Highway Act of 1944 
(Public Law 521, 78th Cong.). Under this act $500,000,000 has been 
authorized for the first year and $500,000,000 for each of the two suc- 
ceeding years, making a total authorization of i !|4 billion. With the 
States' share of the cost included, this would provide a t<gal highway 
construction program of $3,000,000,000 for a 3-ycar period. 

(4) I recommend that the Congress appropriate $25,000,000 to con- 
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tinue the construction of the Inter-Aincrican Highway through the 
Central American Republics to the Canal Zone. 

(5) I recommend that the Congress enact legislation to provide the 
necessary airports and airport facilities to serve the great needs of an 
expanded postwar air transportation ami commerce. A well-planned 
airport program would improve transportation, amplify the usefulness 
of the airplane* and contribute to a healthy aircraft manufacturing 
industry. 

The Congress now has before it a survey of the present and future 
needs for airports in the United States prepared by the Secretary of 
Commerce. This report intlicatcs the necessity for approximately 
5,000 new airports and for improvements to more ihati half of the 
existing 5,000 airports. The report recommends that the program be 
spread over a period of 10 years and that the cost l>c shared equally 
between Federal and non-Fcdcral governmental agencies. ! recom- 
mend passage of appropriate legislation to implement this program. 

(6) States and local governments should lie cncouragctl to construct 
useful public works of the types that must necessarily supplement and 
go along with the private construction of homes and industrial facili- 
ties. If private construction is to move forward at a rapid rate, it is 
vitally important that local governments promptly proccctl with the 
construction of such facilities as streets, sewers, water supply, hos- 
pitals, airports, schools, and other necessary public facilities. Such 
projects should be undertaken at this time where they supplement and 
encourage private construction, not where they compete with it for 
manpower and materials. 

The Congress has already authorized under title V of the War 
Mobilization and Reconversion Act of 1944 appropriations for ad- 
vances of Federal funds to State and local governments to assist them 
in the preparation of detailed drawings and specifications for their 
public works. The appropriation thus far made is entirely inadequate 
and I shall request additional funds in order to speed up this important 
activity during the reconversion period. 

The majority of State and local governments arc awaiting a decision 
concerning Federal assistance. In order to get needed public facilities 
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started promptly which do not compete with private construction, I 
recotnmemi that the Congress give early consideration to grants for 
such public works under conditions that will insure that each level 
of government, Federal, State, and local, shall make its appropriate 
contribution. 

(7) The Congress has also been giving consideration to legislation 
with respect to the construction of hospitals and health centers through- 
out the country. During the war the Government, through the Federal 
Works Agency and the Public Health Service, has assisted State and 
local governments and nonprofit organizations in the construction of 
such facilities. The beneficial results of this program arc well known. 
The Federal Government must continue to recognize its obligation to 
maintain and improve the health of the Nation by providing Federal 
grants whem necessary for the construction of hospital and health 
centers. 

Programs of internal improvements of a public character — ^Federal, 
State, and local-Homst preserve competirive bidding, guarantee collec- 
tive bargaining and good wages for labor, utilize the skills of our 
returned veterans to the fullest extent, and effectively prevent discrim- 
ination because of race, creed, or color. 

18. lJtNI>-L&AS£ AND POSTWAR RBCONSTRUCTION 

With the arrival of V|-day lend-lease aid has practically come to 
an end. It was always understood that it would come to an end at 
that time. Immediately after Japan accepted the terms of uncondi- 
tional surrender, I instructed the Foreign Economic Administrator to 
advise promptly all governments that deliveries of supplies under lend- 
lease would cease on VJ-day. 

I also directed the Administrator in advance of the actual termina- 
tion of lenddease delaverses on VJ-day to enter into immediate nego- 
tiations with the receiving governments for the purchase of all goods 
in the pipe line or in storage. These negodatioiis are proceeding 
saddbuctorlly. 

In due time we must consider the settlement cl the lend-lease obliga- 
(ktis whidh have been sneurred during the course the war. We 
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must recognize that it will not be i>ossiblc for our Allies to pay us 
dollars for the overwhelming portion of the Icnd-Ieasc obligations 
wiiich they have incurred. But this docs not mean that all lend-lease 
obligations arc to be canceled. We sludl seek under the procedure 
prescribed in the Lend-Lease Act anti in subsequent agreements with 
other governments to achieve settlements of our wartime icnd-iease 
relations which will permit generally a sound world-wide economy and 
will contribute to international |>eace and our own national security. 

We must turn from economic cooperation in war to economic co- 
operation in peace. We have taken steps to carry out the Bretton Woods 
proposals for an international monetary fund and an International 
Bank. We are preparing to extend the operations cuf the Export-Import 
Bank. Our objective is to enable the peace-loving nations of the world 
to become self-supporting in a world of expanding freedom and rising 
standards of living. 

Further legislation is also necessary. If we arc to avoid the main- 
tenance of governmental monopoly of international credit* the Johnson 
Act must be repealed. Private loans on a sane basts are an essendal 
adjunct to the operations of the Export-Import and International Bank 
operations. 

I am directing the executive agencies to give full weight to foreign 
requirements in determining the need for maintaining domestic and 
export controls and priorities. 

We have already solemnly stated that we will do all that is reasonably 
possible to help war-torn countries to get back on their feet. I am sure 
that the Congress will wish the Government to live up to that pledige. 

Further legislative action is needed in connection with the United 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration. I recommend that 
the Congress fulfill the commitment already made by appropriating 
the remaining $550,000,000 granted by the Congress for United States 
participadon. 

The Council Meeting of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilita- 
don Administration has just been brought to a successful conclusion. 
At that meeting our delegate found the need for an additional contri- 
bution from all participating countries, to enable the United Nations 
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ReiicC and Rehabilitation Administration to complete its work in 
Europe anti Asia. On his motion^ the Council voted to recommend to 
member countries a further contribution. Our own share will amount 
to approximately $i,35o,ooo>ooo. I am confident that you will find 
this request for an additional authorization and appropriation fully 
justified, and I ask for prompt examination and consideration of the 
request. 

In meeting the needs of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion Administration, surplus military and lend-lease goods will be used 
to the fullest possible extent. 

Finally, I foresee the need for additional interim lending power to 
insure a rapid and successful transition to peacetime world trade. Ap- 
propriate recommendations will be made to the Congress on this 
matter when we have completed the exploratory conversations already 
begun with our associates. We wish to maintain the Bow of supplies 
without interruption. Accordingly, ! have directed the executive agen- 
cies to complete their conversations and studies at the earliest possible 
moment. I ask the Congress for speedy consideration of the recom- 
mendations when they are made. 

19. GONCaiESSlONAL SALARIES 

Now that restrictions on voluntary salary increases have been re- 
moved, I hope that the Congress will take action soon on the salaries 
of its Members. 

My experience as a Member of the Senate has given me a very keen 
appreciation of the quantity and quality of the work of the Members 
of the Congress. They are called upon to carry great responsibility and 
make important decisions in a multitude of matters involving the wel- 
fare of the Nation and dt the world. Their tasks continue day in and 
day out. They have increased in number and in importance year by 
year. 

There is no doubt in the mind dE any thinking American that Mem- 
bers of the Congress are grossly underpaid and have been for many 
years. 1 think that they arc entided— and have already so expressed 
myself— to a salary anywhere from fifteen to twenty-five thousand ddt- 
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lars a year. I recommend that the Congre.ss enact !cgis!ution providing 
that die sahiries of its Members be increased to twenty thousand dollars 
per year. 

At the same time I recommend iltc rej[XMl of the provision now appli- 
cable to the House of Representatives for an additional cx{K‘nsc allow- 
ance, There should be a straight* out-antbout salary increase for all 
Members. We should make service in the Congress of the United 
States available without hardship to ortlinary citizens who have to look 
to the salary for their sole support. I alst> rccommcntl that an adequate 
retirement system shouk! be provided for the Mctiil>crs of the Congress 
who have served for a long periotl of years. 

This should be the first step in creating a decent salary scale for all 
Federal Government cmployccs—executivc* legislative, ant! jutlicial. 

The most important impediment to obtaining dficicnt atiministra- 
tive officials in the Federal Government has lieen the pitiful wage .scale. 
During the war many able and cxjKricnccd men were obtained for 
Federal service on purely patriotic grounds. StJinc of these men who 
arc unable to continue at the present salary scales w'ould be willing to 
remain at adequate salaries. 

In most of the various classifications of Federal employees, ilic wage 
scales, with few exceptions, arc obsolete anti inadequate. I'his is par- 
ticularly true of the Federal judiciary. 

I sincerely hope that the Congress will take early steps to provide 
decent wage scales for its Members and for the executive ami judicial 
branches of the Government. 

20. SALE OP SHIPS 

Prompt resumption of the normal operation of our merchant marine 
to expedite the reestablishment of our foreign trade is a major part of 
general reconversion from a wartime to a peacetime economy. The 
Maritime Commission has already received numerous inquiries ami 
applications from potential purchasers of ships at home and abroad 
for private ownership and operation. 

It is recommended that suitable legislation to permit sucit sales be 
expedited so that the uncertainty about the disposal of our large sur- 
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plus tonnage may be removed. In this way, American shipping com- 
panies may undertake commercial operation as rapidly as ships can be 
released from Government control, and the foreign market can also 
be used for selling those vessels which arc in excess of the needs of our 
postwar American merchant marine and national defense. 

21. STOCK PILING OF STRATEGIC MATERIAL 

One of the costliest lessons of our unpreparedness for this war was 
the great danger involved in depending upon foreign sources for sup- 
plies of raw materials necessary in times of national emergency. The 
United States should never again permit itself to be placed in a posi- 
tion where its defense may be jeopardized by the fact that it has been 
cut oH from the source of strategic raw materials. 

I recommend that the Congress enact legislation to bring about the 
acquisition and retention of stock piles of materials in which we are 
naturally deficient but which are necessary to supply the needs of the 
Nation for its dd^ense. 


I shall shortly communicate with the Congress recommending a 
national health program to provide adequate medical care for all 
Americans and to protect them from financial loss and hardslups re- 
sulting from illness and accident. ! shall also communicate with the 
Congress with respect to expanding our social-security system, and im- 
proving our program of education for our citizens. 

In this hour of victory over our enemies abroad, let us now resolve to 
use all our efforts and energies to build a better life here at home and 
a better world for generations to come. 

The Congress has played its full part in shaping the domestic and 
foreign policies which have won this victory and started us on the 
road to l^ing peace. 

The Congress, I know, will continue to play its patriotic part in the 
difficult years ahead. We face the future tog^o' with confidence^ 
that the job, the full job, can and will be done. 

Hajurv S. TkUMAN 
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129 The President’s News Conference of 
September 6, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. [i.| By memorandum an May 6 { 1942] the President 
prescribed a policy to eflFcctuate the maximum utili/.ation of tlic facili- 
ties of the domestic airline companies in the prosecution of the war. 
It now seems desirable that the policy prescribed in the memorandum 
be terminated. Accordingly, the War Department necti no longer 
follow the policy except with rcs|)cct to paragraph 6 of tlie mem- 
orandum concerning priorities for air lrans|X)rtalion which shall be 
followed until October 15. 

That means that all priorities in air travel will Iks removed by 
October 15. 

[2.] I want to announce the appointment of the Honorable Paul V, 
McNutt as United States High Commissioner to the Philippines. Mr. 
McNutt served as High Commissioner to the Philippines from 1937 to 
1939. He was succeeded by Francis B. Sayre, who resignetl in 1942. 
The High Commissioner is the representative of the President of the 
United States in the Philippines. Since September 16, after the with- 
drawal from Corregidor, the Secretary of the Interior has been handling 
the affairs without the help of a High Commissioner. Now it is tlc- 
sirable and necessary to appoint a High Commissioner so that all the 
activities of the United States Government in the rehabilitation of the 
Philippines can be coordinated and handled for the best interests of 
the Philippine Islands. 

Q. When does he take over ? 

THE PRESIDENT. As soon 3$ hc Can qualify. His name went up to the 
Senate today. 

Q. Is that for the Philippines only ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Philippines only. That’s the only place we have 
a right to appoint a High Commissioner, and that is to expedite the 
things that arc necessary to be done to help the Philippines to recover 
their position so that they can have independence as quickly as possible. 

That’s all I have; if you have any questions— 

Q. Mr. President, what about Mr, McNutt’s report or survey on 
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health am! rehabilitation? Do you wish to comment upon that? 

THE PRESIDENT. I didn’t Understand the question. 

Q. Mr. McNutt was head of the conservation commission on Philip- 
pine health and rehabilitation. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes, hc was, and that will be a part of his job to imple- 
ment the findings of that commission and whatever else is necessary to 
be done to put the Philippines on its feet. There is certain legislation 
pending in the Congress which is necessary to be passed to have that 
object carried out, and we have to have a High Commissioner in the 
Philippines. 

[3.] Q. Would you have anything to say on the Navy’s proposal for 
the retention of bases in the far Pacific? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am not familiar with what the Navy’s proposal 
was. As I said in the speech after the Potsdam conference, we expect, 
by negotiation and otherwise, to occupy the necessary bases there for 
the peace of the world and for our own welfare in the Pacific Ocean 
and elsewhere. 

Q. The Navy didn’t mention Okinawa specifically. I wonder if you 
have anything to say about that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havc not Studied it, but if it is necessary to have one 
on Okinawa, 1 think we can negodate so we can have it. 

[4.] Q. It is reported that you havc selected Bob Patterson of the 
War Department to be a member of the Supreme Court. 

THE PRESIDENT. Somcbody knows more than I do, then. {Laughtcrl 
I haven’t yet made up my mind on an appointment for that vacancy. 

Q. In that connection Acre are a lot of reports that you plan to ap- 
point Bennett Clark to the Court Appeals for the District of Colum- 
bia, and also E. Barrett Prettyman to 

THE PRESIDENT. I SEW that iH the papCT, too; that is most interesting. 

Q. Do you want to comment further on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havc no commcHt now. When I am ready to make 
those appointments ! will announce them to you, but there’ll be a lot 
more rumors before they are announced. {Laughterl 

[5.] Q. Again back to Mr, McNutt’s appointment as fCgh Com- 
missbner of the Philippines. The News has carried stories that it will 
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be to the Western Pacific. CouUI you outline that a little more? Is it 
only to the Philippines ? 

THE PRESiPENT. That's what the law requires. It is for the Philippines 
only. He has nothing to do with the other p.trfs <if the Pacific Ocean, 
There are other things that will have to be tlonc from the |ieacc table, 

[6.] Q. Can you say what Snyder, Symington, and Bifflc arc to do 
on their European trip ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, I cant they arc going there to investigate the sur- 
plus property proposition, to see how much can he turneil over through 
UNRRA to the countries on a starvation basis. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, Mr. Barkley announced that you had an- 
nounced your supiwrt of a |>ossiblc congressional investigation of 
Pearl Harbor. Can you indicate to us some of the things you hope 
such an investigation will reveal ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thc Only thing I hope is that it will get at the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing hut the truth. 

Q. Mr. President, may we infer from that that you do not think any 
of thc reports so far have told thc truth ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I took thc fcports as they were given. They satisfied 
me, but apparently they did not satisfy cvcrylnxly. 

[8.] Q. Has Justice Roberts indicated yet whether he is going to 
accept whatever international post you offcretl him ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc has dccidcd not to accept it. 

Q. Can you tell us now what the p^i was ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, ! wantcd him to tie jutlgc of thc court to try 
war criminals. 

Q. Japanese? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, ihc international military tribunal to try war 
criminals. He decided not to accept. 

[9.] Q. Have you given any thought to releasing the transcript of 
the testimony of those saboteur trials back in 194^ ? 

THE PREsmENT. I havcn*t thought about it. 

Q. Do you sec any reason why they should not be released now? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t, but I would have to look into it. 
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[ 10.] Q. Do you think the 52 pages of the Army and Navy initial 
report should l)c turnctl over to Congress ? 

TMR pRF.sioKNT, Congrcss Will havc the right of access to all the testi- 
mony there is available. 

[11.] Q. Mr, President, I wonder if you have any guess as to what 
the total Inulgct might he in this country the next few years if your 
program is put into effect? 

THE PRKSIOKNT. I coulil tcll you if I wcfc going to submit a guess to 
Congress tomorrow, but it can't be submitted until we have the infor- 
mation alxjut the military needs. I am not going to guess at it. When 
it comes lime for the budget estimates I will have them ready. 

[ 12.1 0 ‘ Mr. President, you .said the other day you had been con- 
sidering the St. Lawrence Waterway. 

THE PRESIDENT. I am Considering it. 

0* 1*hc question at that time was brief, and your answer was brief. 
I was wondering if there is anything further you can tcll us on that. 

THE PRESIDENT, i Can't tcll you now, but I think I will be in a position 
in a few tl.ays to announce it. I will give you all the facts then. 

Q. Is the program of the various watersheds tied together? 

THE PRESIDENT. It IS nOt. 

[n.] Q* There are reports that you might name Ellis Arnall as 
Solicitor General. 

THE. PRESIDENT. I Ha VC nothing to say about that at the present time. 

Q. There is a report that General Kutz is to be relieved as Engineer 
Qimmissioner t have you anything to say about that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think hc is probably reaching the retirement age; 
if he is, hc will have a successor. That is a regular Army routing 
matter, 

Q, Can you say anything about the OfScc of Contingent Services 
now? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I Can't at the present time. 

Reporter; Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. You arc entirely welcome. 

NOT*: Prenidem Truman's twenty- office at the White House at 4 p.m. on 
fourth news conference was held in his Thursday, September 6, 1945. 
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130 Letter to the Surgeon General Concerning Termination 
of the Nurses Training Program. September 8, 1945 

{ Releasee! September 8, 1945. Dated Scptcmlx’r 6, 1945 ) 

My dear Dr. Parran: 

In view of recent tlevclopmcnts in the course of the war, measures 
should be taken to bring about an early termination of the program for 
the training of nurses that was established by the act of June 15, 1943 
(57Stat. 153). 

It appears that it will not be necessary or in the public interest to 
continue to initiate training courses for this program after October 15, 
1945, for the purpose of assuring a supply of nurses for the armed serv- 
ices, Governmental and civilian hospitals, health agencies and war 
industries. I therefore request you to terminate the recruitment of 
student and graduate nurses immediately and to see to it that no 
students arc enrolled in courses umler the Act which begin trftcr 
October 15, 1945. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 


[Dr. Thomas Parran, Surgeon General, Public 1 Icaldi Service | 


note: Hie White House release of the 
letter ncRed that the President's action 
would permit more than it 00 nurses 
training schools to make necessary ad- 
justments in their educational pro* 
grams, budgets, and hospital nursing 


sendees; furthermore, it would enable 
some 30.000 yotmg women enrolled un- 
der the U.S. Cadet Nurse Corps in 
classes then starting to receive Federal 
assistance toward their education. 


13 1 Citation Accompanying the Congressional Medal of 

Honor Presented to General Jonathan M. Wainwright. 
September 10, 1945 

CITATION FOR THE MEOAL OF HONOR 

GENERAL JONATHAN M. WAINWRIGHT, Commanding 
United States Army forces in the Philippines from la March to 7 May 
X942, distinguished himself by intrepid and determined leadership 



Harry S, Truman, Sept. 12 [132] 

against greatly superior enemy forces. At tlic repeated risk of life 
above and beyond the call of duty in his position, he frequented the 
firing line of his troops where his presence provided the example and 
incentive that helped make the gallant efforts of these men possible. 
The final stand on beleaguered Corregidor, for which he was in an 
important measure personally responsible, commanded the admiration 
of the nation*s allies. It reflected the high morale of American arms 
in the face of overwhelming odds. His courage and resolution were 
a vitally needed inspiration to the then sorely pressed freedom-loving 
peoples of the world. 

Harry S. Truman 

NOTi; The prawntatton was made by General Wainwright’s return to Wash- 
the President in the Rose Garden at ington after his release from imprison* 
the White House on the occasion of ment by the Japanese. 


132 The President’s News Conference of 
September 12, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i,] 1 Want to annouDce the appointment of Francis 

Biddle to represent the United States on the International Court to try 
war criminals. Federal Judge John J. Parker is his alternate. 

I announce the appointment of £. Barrett Prettyman of Washing- 
ton, D.C., to succeed Justin Miller as Associate Justice of the Umted 
States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. 

Q. Justin what? 

THE PRESIDENT. Justui Miller. Mr. Ross will have you a release on 
their lives and who they are succeeding, and everything, after this is 
over. 

I announce the appointment of former Senator Bennett Champ 
Clark to be Associate Justice of the United States Court of Appeals for 
the District of Columbia, succeeding Thurman Arnold, resigned. 

I announce the appdntment of Wilbur K. Miller to be an Associate 
Justice of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Colum- 
bia to succeed Fred M. Vinson. 
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Q. Miller — ^wherefrom? 

THE PRESIDENT. OwcnsboFO, Kentucky. 

Q. Wilbur K., sir? 

THE PRESIDENT, Wilbur K., W-M-b-U-f. 

Q. What’s that court again ? 

THE PRESIDENT. United States Court of Appeals. 

I am appointing Alexander Holtzoff of Chicago to be Associate Jus- 
tice of the District Court of the United States for the District of 
Columbia. 

Q. H-e-r-t 

THE PRBSn>ENT. HoltZOff, H- 0 -!-t-X- 0 -f-f. 

Q. Where does he live? 

THE i^REsiDENT. Hc Hves hcTC lu Washington. Biographical sketches 
will be given out by the press o6Eice. 

Tm appointing John J. O’Connell of Pittsburgh to be Judge of the 
United States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit, a new 
position created by the Congress. He lives at Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. 

I announce the appointment of Harrington Wimberly of Oklahoma 
to be a member of the Federal Power Commission, succeeding 

Q, Wimberly? 

THE pKBsmBNT. W4-m-b-e-r-l-y. 

Q. Wherefrom? 

THE niBsiDSNT. Altus, Oklahooia^A-l-t-u-t. 

Q« To be a member of the Federal Power Commission? 

THE FRSSXDENT. Yes, Succeeding Basil Manly, and you will be fur- 
nished details on that by Mr. Ross. 

Q. Succeeding Basil Manly? 

THE PEBsmiNT. Yes. Manly*s resignatioii takes place— is effective the 
1st of October. 

Q. Itoes the Commission elect its own chairman? 

I announce the af^poin t me nt of Richard Sachse to be a member of 
the Federal Power Commission, succeeding John W. Scott. 

Q. Spelled how, sir? 

•rm mmmm [after a pome]. I had to look that up. 
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Harry S* Truman, 1^4$ 

Q. Succeeding Joim W. 

THE PRESIDENT. Succccdiiig JoIm W. Scott. Sachsc is from California; 

I don’t know what town. He’s on the Railroad Commission of the 
State of California. I don’t know what his home town is; I think he 
lives in southern California, though. 

I announce the resignation of Elmer Davis, Neil Dalton has been 
appointed to carry out the liquidation of the Office of War Informa- 
tion. You will find an exchange of letters on that- 

Q. Do you know where Mr. Dalton is from ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t. 

Voice: Louisville. 

Q, D-a-l-c-o-n? 

THE PRESIDENT. D-a-l-t-O-n. 

Q. N-e-i-l? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, Ncll Dalton. 

Gael E. Sullivan to be Second Assistant Postmaster General in the 
place of Smith Purdum, effective October rst. Don’t seem to have 
anything on him. He takes the place of Smith Purdum. 

Q. How do you spell that last name ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Gael Sullivan, G-a-c-1 S-u-I-l-t-v-a-n. He takes the 
place of Purdum, P-u-r-d-u-m. 

Q. Where is Mr. Sullivan from, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. ChicagO. 

[ 2 .] Q, Mr. President, can you tell us the reason why Justice Rob- 
erts turned down the job on the International Court? 

THE PEESiDENT. To quotc Justicc Robcrts himself, he wanted to take 
it, but he said he had been working so long and so continuously that 
he thought he was entitled to a rest and he would rather not take it, 
so we had to let him off. 

1 3*1 Q* Would you tell us what you think of the Senate attitude on 
the unemployment compensation bill? 

THE PEESIDENT. My Statement is in tiie message. When the bill 
comes to me I will comment on it. 

( 4 .] Q. The view was expressed in some quarters that the United 
States ought not to extend financial suisistance to Britain because it 
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Harry S* Truman^ 1^4$ 

Q. Succeeding John W. 

THE PRKsmENT. Succecdiiig Jolin W. Scott. Sachsc is from California; 
I don’t know what town. He’s on the Railroad Commission of the 
State of California. I don’t know what his home town is; I think he 
lives in southern California, though. 

I announce the resignation of Elmer Davis. Neil Dalton has been 
appointed to carry out the liquidation of the Office of War Informa- 
tion. You will find an exchange of letters on that. 

Q. Do you know where Mr. Dalton is from ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t. 

Voice: Louisville. 

Q, D-a-l-t-o-n? 

THE PRESIDENT. D-a-l-t-O-n. 

Q. N-c-i-l? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, Ncil Dalton. 

Gael E. Sullivan to be Second Assistant Postmaster General in the 
place of Smith Purdum, effective October ist. Don’t seem to have 
anything on him. He takes the place of Smith Purdum. 

Q. How do you spell that last name ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Gael SuUivan, G-a-e -1 S-u-l-l-i-v-a-n. He takes the 
place of Purdum, P-u-r<d>u-m. 

Q. Where is Mr. Sullivan from, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. ChlcagO. 

[2.] Q, Mr. President, can you tell us the reason why Justice Rob- 
erts turned down the job on the International Court? 

THE PRESIDENT. To quotc Justicc Roberts himself, he wanted to take 

but he said he had been working so long and so continuously that 
he thought he was entitled to a rest and he would rather not take it, 
so we had to let him off. 

[3.] Q. Would you tell us what you think of the Senate attitude on 
the unemployment compensation bill? 

THE PRESIDENT. My Statement is in the message. When the bill 
comes to me ! will comment on it. 

{4.] Q, The view was expressed in some quarters that the United 
States ought not to extend financial assistance to Britain because it 
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would be underwriting a Socialist government. What is your thought 
on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think it is a perfectly silly conclusion. {Laughterl 

Q. Mr. President, may we quote you on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. That is just what I think. Great Britain is 
entitled to the sort of government Great Britain wants, and J think 
it is none of our a 0 air so long as we arc friendly with Great Britain. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, there's a feeling in Australia that the Jap- 
anese arc getting rather kid-glove treatment. In view of the fact that 
Australia is very near Japan, they arc very much worried. Would you 
like to comment on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think thc government will be worked out in the 
manner that it should be worked out, and I think if Australia will be 
lust a little patient she will be satisfied with what is done. 

[6.] Q. There seems to be some question about Korea, the use 
of Japanese overlords there to administer their government; is that a 
theater decision or a Washington decision ? 

THE PRESIDENT. !t is a theater decision and it is a practical matter. 
As soon as it is possible to remove the Japanese, they will be removed. 
The policy toward Korea will be announced later. 

Q. Would you have any comment, sir, on that announcement that 
the Japanese will be removed in due time? That might mean a day, 
a month, or a year. Would you like to put a limitation on the time? 

THE PRESIDENT. What do you mean ? 

Q. Would you like to put a limitation on it to a month or a year? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would suggcst that you ask General MacAithur 
what the conditions are. He can tell you better than anyone else. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, this morning's Post has an editorial saying 
it thinks you ought to appoint a lot of Republicans. Would you 

THE PRESIDENT. Pm a Dcmociat. [Laughter'l 

Q. Would you tell us, sir— perhaps— do you have an analysis in your 
own mind as to the appointments you made this morning? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havc not, I didn't appoint them from a political 
pdnt of view but for their fitness fm* thc place. 
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Q. Arc you a Democrat, Mr. President, who is going to the left, or 
to the right? 

TJiiv PRESIDENT. You’ii havc to work that out by the acts as they come 
forward. I’ll give you no leads on that. 

[8,] Q. Mr. President, is there anything to add on your trip south 
in November to North Carolina and Georgia? 

THE PRESIDENT, I'm going down there to pay a visit to the district 
of Mr. Doiighton — a promise which I made while I was Vice Presi- 
dent. It has no connection with his place with the Ways and Means 
Committee of the House. He and I havc been friends for a long time. 

[9 . 1 Q. Do you expect to attend the Annapolis centennial on 
October 10? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havc bccn trying to make arrangements to attend; 
I don*t want to say definitely that I will go. 

[ 10.] Q. Dispatches out of Turkey this morning claim you had sent 
a communication on the Dardanelles. 

THE PRESIDENT. I fcad that communication at Potsdam. It is a com- 
munication for the foreign ministers conference in London. 

Q. In the meantime you havc informed Turkey of your position? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not that I know of. I havc had no direct communi- 
cation with Turkey. 

[12 . 1 Q. Have you decided on the labor delegate to the Inter- 
national Labor Organization? 

THE PRESIDENT. That IS 3 matter that the Labor Department will 
decide. 

Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can tell us about the Solicitor 
General appointment? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not yet. I wiU be able to make an announcement 
on that in a few days. 

Q. And the Supreme Court? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am Still Considering men for the Supreme Court. 
1 have reached no decision. 

Q. Is Judge Clark under consideration for that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’‘t Want to answer that question. 

Q. There arc reports that Mr. Stimson is retiring. 


fl.ivai - ei -- 2.1 
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THE PRESIDENT. That IS a mattcT for Mr, Stimson to announce at the 
proper time. I have no comment to make on that now. 

Voice: Thank you, Mr. President, 

THE PREsiDKnr. You’re welcome. 

note; President Truman’s twenty-fifth in the White House at loi^a a.m. oa 
news omference was held in his ofiee Wednesday, September la, 1945, 

133 Message to General Pershing on His 85th Birthday. 

September 13, 1945 
Dear Genered Pershing: 

This should be one of the happiest of your many birthdays as you 
remember that this time we went all the way through to Berlin* as you 
counseled in 1918. 1 hail a great soldier who happily exemplified also 
the vision of the statesman. 

With every good wish. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harxy S. Truman 

[Getwral John J. Pershing, Walter Reed Hospital ] 


134 Letter to the Speaker of the House o£ Representatives 
Transmitting l^oposed Reductions in Appropriations 
for the Navy. September 14, 1945 

[ Released Se|Aember 14, 1945. Dtued Sepumber 13, 1945 ] 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Sir: With reference to appropriations and contract authorizations for 
the Navy Department and na*^ service, 1 have the honor to transmit 
for the consideradon of Congress (s) proposed rescissions of several 
appropriatkHis available in the fiscal year 1946^ amounting to §8,305^ 
S^Z22, (2) proposed resdssioDS of several contract authmrizattons 
avadlable in the fiscal year 1946, amounting to $3,212,442,131, (3) pro- 
posed resdsdons of the unrequited balances prior year ap|»opriadons, 
amounting to $5»30^53,674, and (4) proposed decreases in the amounts 
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which may be transferred from various naval appropriations to the 
appropriations for printing and binding, and contingent expenses, for 
the fiscal year X946. 

In making these recommendations for reductions, consideration has 
been given to the tremendous problem of demobilization and the yet 
undetermined requirements for a peacetime Navy. 

As indicated in my letter of September 5, 1945, 1 plan a continuing 
review of naval appropriations with the view to recommending further 
adjustments as conditions warrant. It is also suggested that the appro- 
priate committees of Congress give consideration to a complete review 
of existing legislation authorizing the construction of naval vessels. 

The details of these proposed rescissions are set forth in the letter of 
the Director of the Bureau of the Budget, transmitted herewith, in 
whose comments and observations thereon 1 concur. 

Respectfully yours, 

Haxry S. Truman 


notb: a White House release announc' 
ing the President's action pomted out 
that prc^xiaed rescissions (1) and (a) 
referred to in the first paragraph of the 
letter and totriing $1 1 .5 billion induded 
$3,313443,131 of contract authoriza- 
tions availal^ in fiscal year 1946, and 
appropriations for tite jE^owing major 
steim: 

Savings because cl demol»lization in 
enlisted peraonnel from « strength of 

3.300.000 at the rate of approzimatety 

350.000 per month; cutiia^ In ship 


construction which permitted with- 
drawal of $1,047, 366,^07 hi cash which 
would not be expended during fiscal 
year 1946; maintenance and operation 
d ships and Navy yards, indudmg fuel, 
$1,373,183,000; aviation program, $1,- 
404,300,000; ordnance, $3,550451,000. 

Ihe details of the proposed rescis- 
dons as set forth in the letter of the Di- 
reemr of the Bureau of the Budget 
transmitted with the President's letter, 
are printed in House Document 386 
(79th Cong., ist aess.). 


135 Statement by the President on the European Relief and 
Rehabilitation Program, Sepumber t% 1945 

THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT is now in a poridon to 
fulfill the main requests of Europe— with the exception of sugar, fats 
and cdls— from this date until January x as these requests have been 
stated to it by the governments of the liberated countries and by 
XJNRRA, 
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Provision of the supplies thus requested docs not, however, mean that 
tlic civilian populations of Europe will reach even a minimum level of 
subsistence, and much suffering may l>c cx|)cctcd during the coming 
winter in certain areas of the continent. 

The limiting factor in meeting the minimum needs of the liberated 
peoples is no longer one of shipping. For the moment, in the case of 
most commodities, it is no longer a problem of supply. Today it is 
primarily a twofold financial prdblemj first, to work out credits ®r 
other financial arrangements with the European governments; second, 
to make additional funds available to UNRRA for emergency relief. 

This Government is bending every effort to find solutions to this 
problem, in cooperation with the respective claimants, with a view to 
increasing the flow of urgently nccdc<i supplies. Pending such setde- 
ments this government is taking necessary measures in relation to pro- 
duction, distribution and shipping of supplies to insure a broad, equita- 
ble and continuous flow of current stocks and new production of relief 
and rehabilitation supplies for liberated areas, which it is anticipated 
will be required, in addition to those quantities which they have already 
requisitioned. One purpose of such measures is to prevent the dis- 
sipation of available supplies in domestic channels where they are n<M 
essential. 

When I returned from Potsdam 1 said, *if we let Europe go cold and 
hungry, we may lose some of the foundations of order on which the 
hoped for world-wide peace must rest. We must help to the limits 
of our strength. And we will.” That pledge, made not only to our 
Allies, but to the American people, must be kept. It should be made 
perfectly clear that, contrary to the belief of many, relaxation of ration- 
ing on the home front is not a factor in the allocation of relief supplies 
to Europe. The Department of Agriculture repcMrts that, despite the 
release of cheese from rationing controls, and the possible relaxation 
of domestic meat rationing, we have sufficient quantities of meat and 
dairy products to fulfill the reqiurements placed upon us by UNRRA 
and the paying governments for the last quarter of the year. Further- 
more, should UNRRA secure the additional financial resources it so 
urgently needs, and the paying governments conclude more satis- 



Harr'^ S. Truman, 1^45 Sept. 17 [135] 

factory financial arrangements, again raising the problem of supply, 
Iwtii the Department of Agriculture and the War Production Board 
have the autliority to issue set-aside orders on specific quantities of 
commotiittes purchased, regardless of whether they are rationed, to 
insure deliveries abroad. This docs not mean that it may not become 
ncccs.sary to resume ration controls of certain items if they become so 
short in supply that such controls are required to insure more equitable 
distribution. 

RELIEF NEEDS SUMMARIZED 

The most <iespcratc needs of the liberated people are for coal, trans- 
portation and fcKxl, in that order of priority- Other commodities 
urgently rcquirctl include hides and leather, cotton, wool, te.xtilcs, soap, 
farm equipment, including fertilizer and seeds, repair parts and ma- 
ciiincry, medical supplies, and a general list of raw materials. The 
items which arc causing major concern because of worklwulc shortages 
are coal, sugar and fats, hides and leather, textiles, and a few of the raw 
materials, in minor quantities. Locomotives constitute a special and 
acute problem because of the time factor involved in their manufacture. 

Coal presents not only the most serious but the most complicated 
pri^lem. Once self-sufficient in this commodity, Europe is now with- 
out the labor, the food, the transportation, the housing and the ma- 
chinery needed to restore production quickly to its pre-war level. The 
Allied Control Commission is making every effort to speed the resump^- 
tion of German production in order to supply the liberated areas, but 
despite considerable progress, the people of these areas face a winter 
of extreme hardship. 


WlfAT IS BEINO DONE 

The United States is now shipping approximately 1400,000 tons of 
coal to Europe a month. For the period ending January t the goal is 
8,000,000 tons, or slightly more than one percent of our domestic pro- 
duction. Tlic limiting factor is not primarily one of supply, but of 
inland transportation facilities both here and abroad. 

The Department of Agriculture reports that shipments of food to the 
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paying governments and UNRRA during the last quarter of this year 
will include approximately these quantities: 

150 million pounds of meat and meat products ; 

70 million bushels of wheat; 

28 thousand short tons of raw sugar; 

90 million pounds of dried peas and beans ; 

13 million pounds of lard. 

In addition, the Department of Agriculture is prepared to ship the 
following supplies of dairy products, in at least these quantities, as soon 
as financial arrangements have been satisfactorily completed; 

60 million pounds of cheese ; 

200 million pounds of evaporated milk ; 

25 million pounds of dry whole milk powder; 

dominion pounds of dry skim milk powder; 

1$ million pounds of condensed milk. 

It should be remembered that these supplies will serve not to im- 
prove, but only to sustain the diet of the liberated peoples, which re- 
mains below the minimum level of subsistence. In some cases the 
doubling of these food shipments waits only upon the conclusion of 
satisfactory financial arrangements. 

This Government has abundant evidence that the American people 
are aware of the suffering among our allies. They have also made plain 
their determination that this country shall do its full part, along with 
other supplying nations, in helping to restore health and strength to 
those who fought at our side both in Europe and in the Far East. It is 
an American responsibility not only to our friends, but to ourselves, to 
see that this job is done and done quickly. 


136 Statement by the President on the Liberation of Korea. 
September 18, 1945 

THE SURRENDER of the Japanese forces in Seoul, ancient Korean 
capital, heralds the liberation of a freedom-loving and heroic people. 
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Despite their long and cruel subjection under the warlords of Japan, 
the Koreans have kept alive their devotion to national liberty and to 
their proud cultural heritage. This subjection has now ended. The 
Japanese warlords are being removed. Such Japanese as may be tem- 
porarily retained are being utilized as servants of the Korean people 
and of our occupying forces only because they arc deemed essential by 
reason of their technical qualihcations. 

In this moment of liberation we are mindful of the difHcult tasks 
which lie ahead. The building of a great nation has now begun with 
the assistance of the United States, China, Great Britain and the Soviet 
Union, who are agreed that Korea shall become free and independent. 

The assumption by the Koreans themselves of the responsibilities and 
functions of a free and independent nation and the elimination of all 
vestiges dE Japanese control over Korean econc»nic and political life will 
of necessity require time and patience. The goal is in view but its 
sp<^y attainment will require the joint e 0 orts of the Korean people 
and of the allies. 

The American people rejmee in the liberation of Korea as the Tae- 
gook-kee, the ancient Bag of Korea, waves again in the Land of the 
Morning Calm. 


137 The President’s News Conference of 
September 18, 1945 

THE paBsmsMT. [x.] I am reorganizing the Labor Department, putting 
all the functions of the War Labor Board, the War Manpower Com- 
mission, and the USES into the Labor Department, and transferring 
their functions to the Secretary of Labor, giving him all their powers 
and a{4»rapriatimis and everything else that goes with them; and 
eventually we will centralize every labor function in the Labor De- 
partment, so far as possible. 

[a.] I am transferring 0 £S, Office of Ecoxmmic S t a b i l i z a t ion, to 
War Mobyhzation and Reconversion; that is, to Mr. Snyder. 

[3.] I signed the act providing foe a single Surplus Prc^ierty Ad- 
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ministrator this morning. I appointed Stuart Symington to that job. 

[4.] I received an acceptance from Judge Owen Roberts today to 
act as chairman of the committee to award Medals of Merit to civilians. 

[5,] Now I have accepted the resignation of Mr. Sttmson today as 
Secretary of War and appointed R<^rt P. Patterson to be Secretary 
of War. I accepted Mr. Stimson’s resignation very reluctantly. I think 
he is one of our great public servants. I want to announce also that 
the Assistant Secretaries, John J. McCloy and Robert Lovett, sent me 
their resignations at the same time Mr. Stimson tlid, but I am not 
accepting them immediately. 

[6.] I am appointing ^nator Harold H. Burton of Ohio to be 
Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court. [Subdued 
laughter and a surprised low whistle] 

Q. Anything else, Mr. President ? 

[7.] Q. We do have a question, Mr. President. 1 wonder if you 
can tell us what action the reorganized Labor Department might be 
taking in the Detroit situation. 

THs pEEsmENT. That will be entirely in die hands of the Secretary 
of Labor, and he will take whatever action is necessary, whatever ac« 
tion he can, under the law. 

Q. Do you plan to put the FEPC under the Labor Department, 
too? 

THE pEBsmENT. If It belongs to the War Manpower Commission, 
that*s where it will go. 

[8.] Q. What happens to the Chairman of OES ? ' 

THE PREsiDEKT. The Cluurman of the OES? Well, he won’t have 
anything to do. John Snyder will take his job. 

[p.] Q. Mr. President, did you have any advance information, or 
know what General MacArthur said about the number of troops 
needed in Japan? 

THE PKBsmENT. No, I didn’t. I’m glad to see that the General won’t 
need as many as he thought. He said first 500,000, later 400^000 and 
now 200,000. It helps to get as many more men out of the Army as 
possible. 

> WiUiam H. Davlbi. Oflie* Seoooialc 8t«Mlla«tloau 
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[ xo.] Q. Mr. President, is there going to be any change in the Execu- 
tive order of August x8 on the loan policy ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

[xx.] Q. May I follow that with another question, sir? Mr. Davi^ 
who was Economic Stabilizer, some few days ago said it was planned 
to increase wages 50 percent in 5 years without increasing prices. 

T«E PRESIDENT. He Wasn’t speaking for the administration when he 
made tAat statement. 

[12.] Q. With this cut in occupation troops in Japan, do you see 
an earlier end to the draft than previously ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Can’t answcT that until I know the policy of the 
War Department and know how many troops of occupation are needed. 
The draft will not be continued any longer than is absolutely necessary. 

Q. Is there any indication General Eisenhower’s request for troops 
may be reduced? 

THE PRESIDENT. ThcTC has been some indication of tliat — yes. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

NOTs: Prettdent Truman’s twenty>sheth conference: Lewis B. SchweilenlMtch, 
news conference was held in his ofSce Secretary of Labor; Jc^n W. Snyder, 
at the White House at 4 p.m. on Tues- Director, Office of War Mobilization 
day, September 18, 1945. The White and Reconversion; and David R. Cs^- 
House Official Rqx>rter noted that the houn of St. Louis, 
following special guests attended this 


138 Statement by the President Concerning Demobilization 
of the Armed Forces. September 19, 1945 

EVERY AMERICAN has an interest in when our soldiers and sailors 
will return to civilian life. With many of us, this is a personal interest. 
We ail want to feel sure that no one is going to be held in the service 
a day longer than is necessary to see the job through. 

I think we should all be very clear about one thing. An impression 
has spread that the speed of demobUization is governed by our future 
needs for occupation and other forces. That is, of course, not true. 

No one now can accurately forecast what those needs are going to be. 
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Our earlier estimates are being constantly revised. For example. Gen- 
eral MacArtliur this week stated that he woiiUI be able to hantlle the 
occupation of Japan and Korea with half the troops that only a month 
ago he estimated he would need for that puri>asc. 

Carrying on our demobilization as rapitily as we can — which we 
are now doing — we shall not really face the problem <»f the size or 
makeup of the occupation forces until next Spring. By that time, we 
ought to know how many men we shall neetl for rxciipation and to 
what extent that need can l)c met through volunteers. 

I think the Army has given all of us gomi reason for the same con- 
fidence in its ability to win the battle of tlcmobilization which we had 
in its ability to win the war. The day Japan surrentlered the Army had 
to scrap all its plans for an all-out assault an<! tio a right-atK>«t face. 
That was August 14th. In less than one montli since then the number 
of men discharged from the Army each day has risen from 4,300 to 
more tlian 15,200. Our soldiers arc now being returned to civilian 
life at a rate in excess of <>50 jxrr hour, 24 hours per tlay. This repre- 
sents a speedup of better than 375 percent in 30 days. Such a per- 
formance justifies full confidence. 

The Army’s plans call for the return to their homes of more than 
2,000,000 soldiers between V-J Day and Christmas, 1945. Between 
now and Christmas the discharge rate will steadily rise from the present 
daily figure of 15,200 to not less than 23,000 per day and by January, 
1946, to more than 25,000 per day. 

The Army and Navy mean to do the task set for them with the mini- 
mum number of men. There will be no padding in our armed forces. 
America is going to keep the full strength she needs for her national 
commitments. But the rest of the men are coming back liome, and 
coming as fast as the Services can get them out. 
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1 39 Letter Accepting Resignation of Henry L. Stimson as 
Secretary of War. September 20, 1945 

[ Released September ao, 1945. Dated September 19, 1945 ] 

'Dear Mr, Secretary: 

The time has come when a grateful Nation must recognize your 
right to enter into the retirement which you have earned through forty 
years of outstanding public service. I therefore accept, effective as of 
the close of business on Friday, September twenty-first, your resigna- 
tion as Secretary of War. By a happy coincidence you will lay down the 
burden of office on your seventy-eighth birthday. 

I trust that the day may be as happy to you personally as it will be 
memorable in the national history. My warmest greetings to a hale 
veteran young in all save years. You richly merit the leisure which is 
now yours to enjoy. 

It is difficult to estimate the value of the long public service in which 
you have attained high eminence in such diverse fields of activity. You 
have held three Cabinet posts under four Presidents. To the discharge 
of the duties of each of these posts you have brought wisdom, vision 
and true statesmanship. No one saw more clearly than you how tlie 
shape of things to come was foreshadowed in the Japanese aggression 
in Manchuria. Historians will speculate whether the holocaust which 
spread over the whole world within a decade could not have been pre- 
vented had your advice as Secretary of State been followed. 

The Nation and the world are familiar with the inadequacy of our 
Army when you went back to the Department of War, a little more 
than five years ago. Under your administration it reached the greatest 
strength in our history and became the best trained and best equipped 
army in the world. 

These are but two phases of your public service. As I tender to you 
the thanks of the Nation, I cherish the hope that we may continue 
to rely on the counsel which you can give out of so rich an experience. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harky S. Truman 

(Honorable Henry L. StimscMri, Secretary of War] 

note: Secretary Stimson served from July 10, 1940, through September 21, 1945. 
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140 Letter to General William J. Donovan on the 
Termination of the Office of Strategic Services. 

September 20, 1945 

My dear General Donouan: 

I appreciate very much the work which y<m ami your staiT iimlcr- 
took, beginning prior to the Japanese surrender, to liquiiiate tliosc war- 
time activities of the Office of Strategic Services which will not be 
needed in time of peace. 

Timely steps should also be taken to conserve those resources and 
skills developed within your organization which arc vital to our peace- 
time purj>oses. 

Accordingly, I have today directed, by Executive ortlcr, titat the 
activities of the Research and Analysis Branch and ilie Presentation 
Branch of the Office of Strategic Services be transferred to the State 
Department. This transfer, which is effective as of Octolnir i, 1945, 
represents the beginning of the development of a coordinated system 
of foreign intelligence within the permanent framework of the 
Government. 

Consistent with the foregoing, the Executive order provides for the 
transfer of the remaining activities of the Office of Strategic Services to 
the War Department; for the abolition of the Office of Strategic Serv- 
ices; and for the continued orderly liquidation of some of the activities 
of the Office without interrupting other services of a military nature 
the need for which will continue for some time. 

I want to take this occasion to thank you for the capable leadership 
you have brought to a vital wartime activity in your capacity as Director 
of Strategic Services. You may well find satisfaction in the achieve- 
ments of the Office and take pride in your own contribution to them. 
These arc in themselves large rewards. Great additional reward for 
your efforts should lie in the knowledge that the peacetime intelligence 
services of the Government arc being erected on the foundation of the 
facilities and resources mobilized through the Office of Strategic 
Services during the war. 

Sincerely yours, 

Haiiry S. Truman 

{Major General William J. Donovan, Director of Strategic Services J 
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14 1 Letter to Secretary Byrnes Concerning the Development 
of a Foreign Intelligence Program. September 20, 1945 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

I have today signed an Executive order which provides for the trans- 
fer to the State Department of the functions, personnel, and other re- 
sources of the Research and Analysis Branch and the Presentation 
Branch of the OflScc of Strategic Services. The order also transfers the 
r e mai n ing activities of the Office of Strategic Services to the War De- 
partment and abolishes that Office. These changes become e£ective 
October I, 1945. 

The above transfer to the State Department will provide you with 
resources which we have agreed you will need to aid in the development 
of our foreign policy, and will assure that pertinent experience accumu- 
lated during the war will be preserved and used in meeting the prob- 
lems of the peace. Those readjustments and reductions which are 
required in order to gear the transferred activities and resources into 
State Department operations should be made as soon as practicable. 

I particularly desire that you take the lead in developing a compre- 
hensive and coordinated foreign intelligence program for all Federal 
agencies concerned with that type of activity. This should be done 
through the creation of an interdepartmental group, heading up under 
the State Department, which would formulate plans for my approval. 
This procedure will permit the planning of complete coverage of the 
foreign intelligence field and the assigning and controlling of opera- 
tions in such manner that the needs of both the individual agencies and 
the Government as a whole will be met with maximum effectiveness. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[The Honorable, The Secretary of State] 
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142 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Presented to Henry L. Stimson. September 21, 1945 

CITATION FOR DISTINGUISHKO SERVICE MEDAL 

AS SECRETARY OF WAR from the beginning of tlic actual mobiliza- 
tion of the Army to the final victory over Japan, Henry Lfavis Stimson 
gave the United States of America a measure of distinguished service 
exceptional in the history of the nation. 

Following 40 years of conspicuous public service in which he fought 
as a combat ofBcer in one war and twice served in the cabinets of 
Presidents, Mr. Stimson unhesitatingly accepted the vast responsibility 
for the development of the American armies to play a determining part 
in the desperate human conflict now victoriously terminated. 

His fearlessness, his integrity, his rich experience, his wisdom and 
his statesmanship were largely contributory to the successful mobiliza- 
tion, deployment and operations of an Army in wltich his countrymen 
may take everlasting pride. His steadfast purpose and unselfish devo- 
tion were an inspiration to men-at-arms in American forces throughout 
the world in their bitter hght to maintain moral right, freedom, justice 
and civilization itself. 

Harry S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made by day ol Mr. Stimson't term of service as 
the President in a ceremony in the Rose Secretary of War. 

Garden at the White House on the last 


143 Statement of Policy, Approved by the President, Relating 
to Post-War Japan. September 22, 1945 

[ Released Sejnember aa, 1945. Dated September 6, 1945 ] 

U.S. INITIAL POST-SURRBNDER POLICY FOR JAPAH 

Purpose of this Document 

This document is a statement of general initial policy relating to 
Japan after surrender. !t has been approved by the President and 
distributed to the Supreme Ckunmander for the Allied Powers and to 
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appropriate U.S. departments and agencies for their guidance. It does 
not deal with all matters relating to the occupation of Japan requiring 
policy determinations. Such matters as are not included or are not 
fully covered herein have been or will be dealt with separately. 

PART I — Ultimate Objectives 

The ultimate objectives of the United States in regard to Japan, to 
which policies in the initial period must conform, are : 

(a) To insure that Japan will not again become a menace to the 
United States or to the peace and security of the world. 

(b) To bring about the eventual establishment of a peaceful and 
responsible government which will respect the rights of other states 
and will support the objectives of the United States as reflected in the 
ideals and principles of the Charter of the United Nations. The United 
States desires t h a t this government should conform as closely as may 
be to principles of democratic self-government but it is not the respon- 
sibility of the Allied Powers to impose upon Japan any form of govern- 
ment not supported by the freely expressed will of the people. 

These objectives will be achieved by the following principal means: 

(a) Japan’s sovereignty will be limited to the islands of Honshu, 
Hokkaido^ Kyushu, Shikoku and such minor outlying islands as may 
be determined, in accordance with the Cairo Declaration and other 
agreements! to which the United States is or may be a party. 

(b) Japan will be completely disarmed and demi l i t a r ized. The 
authority of the militarists and the influence of militarism will be 
totally eliminated from her political, economic, and social life. Insti- 
tutions expressive of the spirit of militarism and aggression will be 
vigorously suppressed. 

(c) The Japanese people shall be encouraged to develop a desire for 
individtial liberties and respect for fundamental human rights, par- 
ticularly die freedoms of religion, assembly, speech, and the pr^. 
They also be encouraged to form democratic and rejptesentative 

organiz^di^- 

(d> Tliit Japanese people shall be afforded opportunity to develop for 
thems^Nl^^ economy which will permit the peacetime requircihents 
of the pofiflation to be met. 
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PART II — Allied AuthorUy 

1, Military Occupation* 

There will be a military occupation of the Japanese home islands 
to carry into effect the surrender terms anti further the achievement 
of the ultimate objectives stated above. Tlic occupation shall have the 
character of an operation in behalf of the principal allied powers act- 
ing in the interests of tlie United Nations at war with Japan. For that 
reason, participation of die forces of other nations tliat have taken a 
leading part in the war against Japan will lie welcomed and exftected. 
The occupation forces will be umler the command of a Supreme Com- 
mander designated by the United States. 

Although every effort will be made, by consultation and by con- 
stitudon of appropriate advisory bodies, to establish {lolicies for die con- 
duct of the occupation and the control of Japan which will satisfy the 
principal Allied powers, in the event of any differences of opinion 
among them, the policioi of the United States will govern. 

2 . Relationship to Japanese Goaemment, 

The authority of the Emperor and the Japanese Government will be 
subject to the Supreme Commander, who wUl possess all powers neces- 
sary to effectuate the surrender terms and to carry out the policies 
established for the conduct of the occupation and the control of Japan. 

In view of the present character of Japanese society and the desire of 
the United States to attain its objectives with a minimum commitment 
of its forces and resources, the Supreme Commander will exercise his 
audiority through Japanese governmental machinery and agencies, in- 
cluding the Emperor, to the extent that this satisfactorily furthers 
United States objectives. The Japanese Government will be permitted, 
under his instructions, to exercise the normal powers of government in 
matters of domestic administration. This policy, however, will be 
subject to the right and duty of the Supreme Commander to require 
changes in governmental machinery or personnel or to act direedy if 
the l^peror or other Japanese au^ority does not satisfactorily meet 
the requirements of the Supreme Commander In effectuating the sur- 
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render terms. This policy, moreover, does not commit the Supreme 
Commander to support the Emperor or any other Japanese govern- 
mental authority in opposition to evolutionary changes looking toward 
the attainment of United States objectives. The policy is to use the 
existing form of Government in Japan, not to support it. Changes in 
the form of Government initiated by the Japanese people or govern- 
ment in the direction of modifying its feudal and authoritarian tenden- 
cies are to be permitted and favored. In the event that the effectuation 
of such changes involves the use of force by the Japanese people or 
government against persons opposed thereto, the Supreme Commander 
should intervene only where necessary to ensure the security of his 
forces and the attainment of all other objectives of the occupation. 

3. PuMidty as to Poiides. 

The Japanese people, and the world at large, shall be kept fully in- 
formed of the dbjectives and policies of the occupation, and of progress 
made in their fulhlment. 


PAXT wr—PoUtkai 

t» Disarmament and Demilitarization. 

Disarmament and demilitarization are the primary tasks of the mili- 
tary occupation and shall be carried out promptly and with determina- 
don. Every effort shall be made to bring home to the Japanese people 
the part played by the military and naval leaders, and those who col- 
laborated with them, in bringing about the existing and future distress 
of the people. 

Japan is not to have an army, navy, airforce, secret police organizadon, 
or any civil aviation. Japan^s ground, air and naval forces shall be dis- 
armed and disbanded and the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters, 
the Genera] Staff and all secret police organizadons shall be dissolved. 
Miliury and naval materiel, military and naval vessels and military and 
naval installadons, and military, naval and civilian aircraft shall be star- 
rendered and shall be disposed of as required by the Supreme 
Commander. 

High officials df the Japanese Imperial General Headquarters, and 
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General Stall, other high inililary and naval olHcials of the Japanese 
Government, leaders of ultra-nationalist and militarist organizations and 
other important exponents of militarism and aggression will be taken 
into custotly and held for future disfwsition. Persons who have been 
active ex|>onents of militarism and militant nationalism will be re- 
moved and excluded from public office and from any other |)osition of 
public or substantial private responsibility. Ultra-naikmalistic or mili- 
taristic social, political, professional and commercial societies and in- 
stitutions will be dissolved and prohibited. 

Militarism and ultra-nationalism, in doctrine and practice, including 
para-military training, shall be eliminated from the Cilucational system. 
Former career military and naval officers, both commissioned and non- 
commissioned, and all other exponents of militarism and ultra-nation- 
alism shall be excluded from supervisory aiul teaching positions. 

2 . War Criminals, 

Persons charged by the Supreme Comm.iiKtcr or appropriate United 
Nations Agencies with being war criminals, including those charged 
with having visited cruelties upon United Nations prisoners or other 
nationals, shall be arrested, tried and, if convicted, punished. Those 
wanted by another of the United Nations for o 0 enscs against its 
nationals, shall, if not wanted for trial or as witnesses or otherwise by the 
Supreme Commander, be turned over to the custody of such other 
nation. 

3 . Encouragement of Desire for Individual Liberties and Democratic 
Processes, 

Freedom of religious worship shall be proclaimed promptly on occu- 
pation. At the same time it should be made plain to the Japanese that 
ultra-nationalistic and militaristic organizations and movements will 
not be permitted to hide behind the cloak of religion. 

The Japanese people shall be afforded opportunity and encouraged to 
become familiar with the history, Insdtudons, culture, and the accom- 
plishments of the United States and the other democracies. Associadon 
of personnel of the occupadon forces with the Japanese populadon 
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should be controlled, only to the extent necessary, to further the policies 
and objectives of the occupation. 

Democratic political parties, with rights of assembly and public dis- 
cussion, shall be encouraged, subject to the necessity for maintaining the 
security of the occupying forces. 

Laws, decrees and regulations which establish discriminations on 
grounds of race, nationality, creed or political opinion shall be abro- 
gated; those which conflict with the objectives and policies outlined in 
this document shall be repealed, suspended or amended as required; 
and agencies charged specifically with their enforcement shall be 
abolished or appropriately modified. Persons unjustly confined by 
Japanese authority on political grounds shall be released. The judicial, 
legal and police systems shall be reformed as soon as practicable to con- 
form to the policies set forth in Articles i and 3 of this Part III and 
thereafter shall be progressively infiuenced, to protect individual liber- 
ties and civil rights. 

PART iv^Eeonomic 

I, Economic DemUitariziOion* 

The existing economic basis of Japanese military strength must be 
destroyed and not be permitted to revive. 

Thereforey a program will be enforced containing the following ele- 
ments, among others; the immediate cessation and future prohibition 
of production of all goods designed for the equipment, maintenance^ 
or use of any military force or establishment; the imposition of a ban 
upon any specialized facilides for the produedon or repair of imple- 
ments of war, including naval vessels and all forms of aircraft; the 
insdtudon of a system kA inspeedtm and control over selected elements 
in Japanese economic aedvity to prevent concealed or disguised mili- 
tary preparadon; the eliminadon in Japan of those selected industries 
or hnuichet of prodiKXion whose chief value to Japan is in preparing 
for war; the prohibidoa of specialized research and instructkin directed 
to the development of war-making power; and the limitadon of the 
size and character of Japan's heavy industries to its future peaceful re- 
quiremeiitB, and restnedon of Japanese merchant shipping to the ex- 
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tent required to accomplish the objectives of demilitarization. 

The eventual disposition of those existing production facilities within 
Japan which arc to be eliminated in accord with this program, as be- 
tween conversion to other uses, transfer abroad, and scrapping will be 
determined after inventory. Pending decision, facilities readily con- 
vertible for civilian production should new be destroyed, except in emer- 
gency situations. 

2 . Promotion of Demoeratic Forces, 

Encouragement shall be given and favor shown to the development 
of organizations in labor, industry, and agriculture, organized on a 
democratic basis. Policies shall be favored which permit a wide distri- 
bution of income and of the ownership of the means of production and 
trade. 

Those forms of economic activity, organization and leadership shall 
be favored that are deemed likely to strengthen the peacehil disposition 
of the Japanese people, and to make it difficult to command or direct 
economic activity in support of military ends. 

To this end it shall he the policy of the Supreme Commander: 

(a) To prohibit the retention in or selection for places dF importance 
in the economic field of individuals who do not direct future Japanese 
economic effort solely towards peaceful ends ; and 

(b) To favor a program for the dissolution of the large industrial 
and banking combinations which have exercised control of a great part 
of Japan's trade and industry, 

3 * Resumption of Peaeeftd Economic Actioity, 

The policies of Japan have brought down upon the people great eco- 
nomic destruction and confronted them with the prospect of coonomic 
difficulty and suffering. The plight of Japan is the direct outcome of its 
own hel^vior, and the Allies will not undertake the burden of repair- 
ing the damage. !t can be repaired only if the Japanese people renounce 
all military aims and apply themselves diligently and with single pur- 
pose to the ways of peaceful living. It will be necessary for them to 
undertake physical reconstruedon, deef^y to reform the nature and 

338 



Marry S, Truman, 1^4$ Sept. 22 [143] 

direction of their economic activities and institutions, and to find useful 
employment for their people along lines adapted to and devoted to 
peace. The Allies have no intention of imposing conditions which 
would prevent the accomplishment of these tasks in due time. 

Japait will be expected to provide goods and services to meet the needs 
of the occupying forces to the extent that this can be effected without 
causing starvation, widespread disease and acute physical distress. 

The Japanese authorities will be expected, and If necessary directed, 
to maintain, develop and enforce programs that serve the following 
purposes: 

(a) To avoid acute economic distress. 

(b) To assure just and impartial distribution of available supplies. 

(c) To meet the requirements for reparations deliveries agreed upon 
by the Allied Governments. 

(d) To facilitate the restoration of Japanese economy so that the 
reasonable peaceful requirements of the population can be satisfied. 

In this connection, the Japanese authorities on their own responsibility 
shall be permitted to establish and administer controls over economic 
aedvities, including essendal national public services, finance, banking, 
and production and distribudon of essential commodides, subject to the 
approval and review of the Supreme Commander in order to assure their 
conformity with the objeedves of the occupadon. 

4. Reparatiom and RestUution. 

Reparadans, Reparadons for Japanese aggression shall be made : 

(a) Through the transfer— as may be determined by the appropriate 
Allied authorides— of Japanese property located outside of the territories 
to be retained by Japan. 

(b) Throui^ the transfer of such goods or cxisdng capital equip- 
ment and facilides as are not necessary for a peaceful Japanese economy 
or the supplying of the occupying forces. Exports c^er than those 
directed to be shipped on reparadon account or as resdtudon may be 
mpAft only to those recipients who agree to provide necessary imports 
in exchange or agree to pay for such exports in foreign exchange. No 
form of reparadon shall be exacted which will interfere with or 
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prciudicc tlic program £or Japan's dcmiltiari/«uiou. 

Restitution, Full and prompt restitution will be rcquircti of all 
identifiable looted property. 

5. Fiscai, Monetary, and Banking Policies. 

The Japanese authorities will remain rcs|>onsil)lc for the manage- 
ment ami direction of the domestic fiscal, m«uict.iry, and credit j[)olicies 
subject to the approval and review of the Suprente Commander. 

6. International Trade and Financial Relations. 

Japan shall be pcrmittetl eventually to resume normal lr.idc relations 
with the rest of the worltl. During occupaiitnn ami urulcr suitable 
controls, Japan will be permitted to purchase from foreign countries 
raw materials and other goods that it may nerd for peaceful pur{)osesy 
and to export goods to pay for approved im|>oris. 

Control is to be maintained over all imports and cx{)orts of goods, 
and foreign excltange and financial transactions. Iloth the ()olicies 
followed in the exercise of these controls and their actual administration 
shall be subject to the approval and su|Krvtsion of the Supreme Com- 
mander in order to make sure tliat they arc not contrary to the poli- 
cies of the occupying authorities, and in p.irticular that all foreign 
purchasing power that Japan may acquire is utilized only for essential 
nectls. 

7. fapanesc Property Located Abroad. 

Existing Japanese external assets and existing Japanese assets located 
in territoncs detached from Japan under the terms of surrender, in- 
cluding assets owned in whole or part by the Imperial Household and 
Government, shall be revealed to the occupying authorities and held 
for disposition according to the decision of the Allied authorities. 

8. Equedity of Opportunity for Foreign Enterprise mthin lapan. 

The Japanese authorities shali not give, or permit any Japanese busi- 
ness organization to give, exclusive or preferential opportunity or terms 
to the enterprise of any foreign country, or cede to such enterprise con- 
trol of any important branch of economic activity. 


340 



Sept. 23 [144] 


Harry S. Truman, xg 4 $ 


9. Imperial Household Property. 

Imperial Household property shall not be exempted from any action 
necessary to carry out the objectives of the occupation. 


note; The White House release of the 
text of this document stated that it was 
prepared jointly by the Department of 
StatC) the War Department, and the 
Navy Department, and that it was ap- 
proved by the President on Septem- 


ber 6. The release further stated that 
"the document in substance was sent to 
General MacArthur by radio on August 
29 and after approval by the President 
by messenger on September 6." 


144 Letter to Henry J. Kaiser Calling Upon Him To Head 
the Second United National Clothing Collection 
Campaign. September 23, 1945 

[ Released September 23, XSHIS* August 21, X945 ] 

Dear Henry: 

Again the need for used clothing for war sufferers all over the world 
is urgent. It is imperative that we act at once to provide clothing for 
the relief of men, women and children in war ravaged lands. 

I am, therefore, calling upon you again to lead the Nation in this 
campaign to alleviate incalculable hardships which will be endured 
next winter unless we act without delay. The results achieved under 
your leadership taurlier this year were magnificent. 

Splendid as were the results of that effort, however, it is plainly evi- 
dent that additional quantities of clothing must be secured to meet the 
tremendous war relief needs which the world now faces, not only in 
Europe but also in liberated areas in the Pacific. Other countries — 
Canada, Australia, New Zealand — ^will conduct collections to help meet 
this urgent situation, but the dire need justified another appeal to the 
people in the United States. 

Without adequate clothing and other necessities of life to sustain vio- 
tinm cf war on the long road to rehabilitation there can be no peace. I, 
therefore, ask you and the more than seven thousand local chairmen of 
the Unit^ National Clothing Collection to lead the Natbn in another 
clothing collection drive for the relief of victims of war. 
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The universal response last spring, when all groups conccrncii with 
problems of war relief }oined with United Nations Relief and Rcltabili- 
tadon Administration in one great national appeal, has proven beyond 
any doubt the value and efficiency of the united endeavor which I now 
request you to carry on again. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Haiuiy S. 1'ruman 

[Honorable Henry Kaiser, 1522 Latham Square Building, Oakland, California] 
note: Mr. Kaiser's letter of acceptance, dated August 24. 1945, was also released. 

145 Message Approved by the President Concerning die 
Extent of General MacArthur’s Authority in Japan. 
September 24, 1945 

[ Released Sefrtemfaer 24, 1945. Dated September 6, 1945 } 

X. THE AUTHORITY of the Emperor and the Japanese Govern- 
ment to rule the State is subordinate to you as Supreme Ckiminander for 
the Allied powers. You will exercise your authority as you deem 
proper to carry out your mission. Our relations with Japan do not rest 
on a contractual basis, but on an unconditional surrender. Since your 
authority is supreme, you will not entertain any question on the part of 
the Japanese as to its scope. 

2. Gontrol of Japan shall be exercised through the Japanese Govern- 
ment to the extent that such an arrangement produces sadsbictory re- 
sults. Thb does not prejudice your right to act directly if required. 
You may enforce the orders issu^ by you by the employment erf such 
measures as you deem necessary, including the use of force. 

3. The statement of intentions contained in the Potsdam Declaration 
will be given full effect. It will not be given effect, however, because 
we consider ourselves bound in a contractual relationship with Japan 
as a residt erf that document. It will be respected and given effect be- 
cause the Potsdam Declaration forms a port of our policy stated in good 
jEaxth with relation to Japan and with relation to peace and security in 
the Far Hast. 
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note: The Whiw House release of the 
message stated that it was approved by 
the President on September 6 and was 
transmitted the same day to General 
MacArthur through the Joint Chiefs of 


Staff. It further stated that the message 
was prepared jointly by the Depart- 
ment of State, the War Department, 
and the Navy Department. 


146 I-citer to the Speaker of the House o£ Representatives 

Transmitting l^oposcd Reductions in Appropriations for 
the War Department. September 25, 1945 


The Speak/n^ of the Home of Representatives: 

Sir; 1 have the honor to transmit herewith for the consideration of 
the Ck>ngress (i) proposed rescissions of portions of appropriations for 
the Military Establishment available for the fiscal year 1946, amounting 
to | 28 , 693 » 772 ,ooo^ and (2) a proposed provision authorizing certain 
transfers of appropriated funds. 

I plan a continuing review of appropriations for the Military Estab- 
lishment and will recoDomend such further adjustments as conditions 
warrant. 

The details of these proposed rescissions and the proposed provision 
pertaining to existing appropriations arc set forth in the letter of the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget, transmitted herewith, in whose 
omiments luid observations thereon I concur. 

Respectfully yours, 

Hakry S. Truman 


Norrs: A White House rdease describ- 
ing the President's propossa pointed out 
th^ in eddidoo to the recommended 
itsdstions amounting to $38.7 billion, 
anodwr half inllion doUsurs would be 
leturned to the Treasury by ^ War 
Department from funck available in 
special replacing accounts. The rekasc 
aim stated that the recommended re- 
dtiedoos r eflec ted savings due to the 
decrease in the strength oi the Army 
and reduced requirements for supplies 


and equipment made possible by the 
surrender of Japan. The release fur- 
ther stated that it was contemplated that 
the Army would be reduced to a 
strength 1,950,000 by June 30, 1946. 
It added that allowances had been made 
for an adequate research program, lim- 
ited procurement of newly developed 
weapons <£ warfare, and for continued 
production on a reduced scale of ad- 
vanced t3rpes of aircraft. 

The details of the proposal as set 
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forth in the letter of the Director of the ! loui.c Document j.jio (7i)ih C'ong., ist 
Bureau of the Budf’ct, iranMniltedl wiili ses«.)' 
the Preskient s letter, arc printed in 


147 The President’s News Conference of 
September 26, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, Tvc HO particular announcements to make to you 
this morning; I just thought maybe it was time to have a press confer- 
ence, and if you 

fi.] Q, Mr. President, what is your react itnt to proposals from 
abroad for the establishment of an Allied Control Commission for 
Japan? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, llic establishment of the Japanese Ciovernmcnt 
was agreed to by all the Allied nations interested, atui it is satisfactory 
to them. I hadn’t received any notice there wuuUl lie a discussion of 
that sort. 

[2.] Q. Getting a little closer home, some weeks ago 1 asked you 
about the St. Lawrence Seaway, and you said you expected to have 
something for us soon. 

THE PRESIDENT. Pm Still cxpccting it; I haven’t it ready yet. 

Q. In view of the fact that Governor Dewey lias sent in Im protest 
about New York State licing excluded from rh.it pro{x}scd bill, can 
you tell us when you arc going to reply to Governor Dewey? 

THE PRESIDENT. Probably tomorrow. I'll give it to you when it’s 
reatiy. 

[3.] Q. There has been a lot of curiosity about the gift of that C-54 
to General dc Gaulle. The Treasury, the State Department, the White 
liouse, and the Attorney General don’t seem to know under what 
statute or Executive order a President is authorised to make such a 
gift. I wonder if you could make some comment on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The gift v^as made to General de Gaulle the same as 
the gift to former Prime Minister Churchill, General Chiang Kai-shek, 
and the King of Saudi Arabia under the War Powers Act, and was done 
as a matter of good will, because we had more <>54*5 than we could use 
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and General de Gaulle needed one. It was the Government of the 
Unitctl States in a gesture of friendship to the Government of France. 

[4.] Q. May I return to the first question? I believe the statement 
from the Wliite House the other day said that when the other countries 
are not in agreement on occupation policy, that the policy of the United 
States will prevail. 

THB PRESIDENT. That IS corrcct. 

Q. The question I wanted to ask is, is there a mechanism to bring 
about a concerted policy on Japan? Is there a periodical opportunity 
to see that others agree ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thc appointment of General MacArthur as Allied 
Commander in Chief was concurred in by all the interested powers, 
and he is designated to act for all the interested powers. 

Q. Do thc other interested powers have the opportunity to express 
views on evolving occupation policies? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, they do, through thc Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Q. What if the Rusaans desire to get in touch with General Mac- 
Arthur and they arc not members of the Joint Chiefs of Staff ? 

THE PRESIDENT. They havc a representative with General MacArthur 
through whom they can get in touch with him, or through me if they 
desire. 

Q. Mr. President, do you have any comments to make on reports from 
London yesterday saying, I believe, that the Rusrians might want more 
part in the control of Japan ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I have no comment, because all 1 know is what I 
have seen in the papers. 

Q. When do they expect Mr, Byrnes back, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think somedme within the next 10 days. I don’t 
know exactly. 

Q, Mr. Presdent, do you think General MacArthur may come or send 
someone to die United States for consultation ? 

THE FREsmENT. No^ I don’t look for him to do that; unless he feels it 
is necessary, I havc no reason to ask him to come. 

[5.] Q. Any plans in the works for another Big Three conference ? 

THE pstBsaDONT. Any what? 
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Q. Any plans for another Big 'I'hrcc meeting ? 

THE PRKSJDENIT. No. 

[6.] Q. Anything to say un ilie reports of the failure of the Rig 
Five ft>rcign ministers’ conferem e in Ltnulon ? 

THE PRKsmENT. I'hcy’rc all surmises. Yon don’t know a thing al>out 
the meeting until it’s over. Let’s wail usuil we he.ir the official rqwirt 
of the Big Five and see whether it’s a failure t»r nt»t. 

[7.] Q. Mr. Presitlent, tlo you projHivc to seiul up a message this 
week on the atomic l)omb anti its tlisjiosiiion ? 

THE PREsmENT. Somctimc soon. 

[8. j Q. Mr, Presklent* tlo you care to comment on the Ways and 
Means Committee’s killing tlic unemployment eompensation hill? 

THE PREsioENt. I duln’t kiiow they had killed it. If they have. I’m 
sorry, am! tliey’ll hear from me later.' 

fc>] Q, Mr. President, the papers in Arkansas say ytni arc 10 lie 
there October 5 ami 6 for the corron-pteking championship. Is that so? 

TfiE PRESIDENT. I WHS cxpcctifig to go lo Caruthcrsvillc to the fair 
on the 6ih, ami I luul saiti to the Covernor t»f Arkansas that if I could 
manage it I would stop there, hut it looks now as if I am not going to 
get to either one. 

f 10.] Q. May I ask you anoiiter qiicstion alxnit the St. Lawrence 
Waterway: will there lie a bill on that? 

THE PRESIDENT. THat’s up to ihc Congfcss whether there’ll he a bill. 
! have voted for that twice, 

Q. You are expecting to send a message soon ? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

[11.] Q. To go back from the St. Lawrence to Japan: what is the 
disposition of the fleet units that have been seixed? Do wc fall heir 
to the title to these, or arc wc going to split them up with the other 

THE PRESIDENT. They Will probably be worked out as a reparations 

Wliit# ItOHM* rvIruM* of R«ttt*ttb»r SO. 3045. nMtnt ibMt wnin* nf Ut» «niB«n«nt e& 
th« PTNlOraPs «uiipl«>tni>tit«r]r uB«>ni»l» 3 r«wnt «ni»ii#nwitlnn bNd indiMtwl « eom- 

ptot* eiiiiaiM!«rat«n<ltno of th* •icnlfletBe# tli« |35 • w«wli mBxlBiun. As tb* Pr«>BtftMiC 
•ottSbt to nab* *l«iiir la hla »««»•«• t« ConvrwMi ob il«ptiimtM>r «tUi. ilt» r*>tMiw» eoatlniiBd. 
th« sas WM a Mlliat aad not a (uarant«* ifeat BirBrjrifBB waBid it«>t fS5 a Alt •xiatlac 

atat* lawa wbiab catralatad waakUr baaaSta aa a pmoataia* at oat* toaa would rantata 
la aCfa«t, tka rrl««*a addad. 
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question, just the same way the German and Italian fleets were worked 
out. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, do you think we arc in more of an isola- 
tionist mood in this country now? David Lawrence wrote an article 
in the Star last night saying we are in more of an isolationist mood than 
in the past. 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t agree with him. If we ever get to that point, 
we arc on the road to ruin just as in 1920. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, did Mr. Roosevelt, in his past conferences, 
mi^e a commitment to the King of Arabia that the United States 
would not make an issue out of the Palestine question ? 

THE iHtBSiDENT. No, there is no record of any conference between the 
King of Arabia and the President in which any such statement was 
made. ! have looked for it very carefully. 

[14.] Q, Is Leo Crowley planning to get out of Government? 

THE PRESIDENT. Lco — ^Mt. Ofowley — ^has been trying to resign for some 
time, and I have persuaded him to stay so far. He may want to do it 
again, and 1 will probably talk with him some more.^ 

[15.] Q. Mr. President, have you taken up with Senator Downey 
anything about his proposed bill — ^that 20 percent wage increase bill? 

THE PRESIDENT. He was in and talked with me, but no conclusion was 
reached on it. He has a perfect right to introduce it if he wants to. 

Q. Mr. President, 

Q. Mr. President, do you have a nomination on the Solicitor General ? 

THE ntESiDBNT. Let thc lady ask a question; you had one before. 

[16.] Q. [Lady reporter'l Thc strike situation was apparently a 
factor in the House Ways and Means Committee’s shelving of the jobless 
bill; 1 wonder if you have anytlung to say on the strike situation? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, the Secretary of Labor is working on thc situation 
and I think he will bring it to a successful conclusion. 

Q. Can you tell us anything on the increase of wages at all ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would rathcT not make a comment on it now. 

* A Wtilt* Hnniw r*lMM diitfd fl»ptoinb»r 27 annitanctd tluit Ui« PrMideDt bad that 
day aectptad Mr. Crowlty’a nwlsnatlon aa Admlnlatrator of tba Portign 8>eoao»le Adninia* 
tratlon and aa a n«abar of tba board of diraotora of tbo Podaral Dopoalt laanranoo Corpora* 
tloa, rffaetlva at tb» Moat of baalnaaa Oetobar 18. Tbo rolaaaa alao toMndad tba t«xt of tb« 
tettara astiiaBfad bttvoaa tba Praaidaat and Mr. Crotrlay. 
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[17.] Q. Mr. President, what arc the clianccs of the United Nations 
headquarters being in tiie United States ? 

THE PRESIDENT, That IS 3 matter that will be up to the Unitcil Nations 
to be settled by vote. I’hcyVc welcome to come to tltc Unitetl States if 
tiscy so desire. 

[18.] Q* I may have misunderstood you, but do you, by your 
Downey reference, do you mean to say that you have no views on the 
subject of the Downey bill ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I havc no comment to make on the Downey bill 

[19.] Q. Mr. President, has this disposition of the remainder of the 
German fleet been worked out ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Tlic disposition was worked out at Berlin. It was to 
be divided into three sections, one to go to Russia, one to Great Britain, 
and one to the United States. 

Q. Will that same split likely be made with the Japanese fleet? 

THE PRESIDENT. I can’t answcT that until I havc more information. 

[20,] Q. What about General Eisenhoweris new directive on 
Germany? 

THE KMtsiDENT. Hc IS following out thc directive he received from the 
Potsdam conference— I like to call it the Berlin conference. 

[21.] Q. Mr. President, do you favor sharing the atomic bomb with 
other nations? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will answcf that question in my message to Congress. 
[22.] Q. Anything on the Labor conference agenda? 

THK pRssiDSNT. You better sfieak to thc Secretary on that. 

[23.] Q. How do you feel about thc Alaska statehood que^on? 

THE PRESIDENT. Of couTsc whcH Alaska is ready for statehood, it will 
be given to her. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

non; Pitsidem Trum«»** twenty- [lUtitome M Waiiams of South 
seventh newt conference was held in his CaioUna*, Mayor Edvrin Wehitian of 
office at the White House at 10:05 8jn. Charieston; Mayor H. L. Smith, 
M Wedi^y, September ad. 1945. Geoigetown, S.C.; Mr. JulUn MitcheU, 
The White House Official Reporter Chairaiao of the BMid, National 
noted t^ the following special gue«s Banks, S.Cj Mr. B. M. Edwards, Presi- 
ateended this cooforenoe: **Goveriior dent of aU National Banks, S.Cj Mr. 
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Arthur Simmons, Chairman o£ the 
Board, Ports Authority; Mr. James 
Smith, State Auditor; Mr. Morrison 
Tuten, Chairman, Ways and Means 
Committee; Mr. Thaddeus Street; Mr. 
Milton Pearlstine, on Ports Authority; 


Mr. Robert Figg, Solicitor of S.C,; Mr. 
Coatsworth Means, Director, Ports Au- 
thority; Mr. Howard Danna, Ports Au- 
thority; Hon. J, D. Parler, State 
Senator, S.C.; Hon, Solomon Biatt, 
Speaker of House of Representatives.” 


148 Telegram to the Governor of New York Concerning 
the St. I.awrence Seaway and Power Projects. 

September 27, 1945 

[ Released September ay, 1945. Dated September 36, 1945 J 
Honorable Thomas E, Dewey 
The Governor of the State of New Yorb^ 

Albany, New Yorli 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your telegram of September nine- 
teenth with reference to the Great lakes-St. Lawrence Seaway and 
Power Projects. 

I am sure that you are aware of the fact that I have been and still am 
in favor of constructing both the Seaway and the Power projects; and 
was happy and proud to vote for them on December 12, 1944 when I 
was Vice President-elect but still a member of the United States Senate. 

I continue to be enthusiastically in favor not only of the development 
of the St. Lawrence Waterway but also of the water power on the 
river, I also continue to believe very strongly that the necessary power 
facilities should be built by the Federal Government and turned over 
to the appropriate New York State agency in accordance with the agree- 
ment recommended by the Corps of Engineers of the United States 
Army and the Power Authority of the State of New York dated 
February 7» *933* This was the program of President Roosevelt, and I 
have alwajj^ been in hkvor of it. 

A group of Senators interested in these same objectives, composed of 
Republicsuis and Democrats, have been holding meetings to discuss the 
best means of obtaining these results. I am informed that you have 
been kept fully advised about these conferences as they have progressed. 
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The conferees have been u«.!vis)ng with my representatives as to the best 
manner to bring the proposals to a successful conclusHui in the Congress 
of the United States. 

Inasmuch as it is a legislative matter, ! am incliited to fidlow their 
ultimate conclusions on the best means of avoitting continued fruitless 
discussion and of getting some early, tkrmitc action toward accomplish- 
ing both of these objectives. It is the early construction of the project — 
l)Oth power and seaway — which will Isenclit tlic petiplc of New York 
ami the Great I-.*ikcs area, and not the form of any {urticular bill. 

As you know, I have always Ijccii, aiul still am, ready to c«x)|jcrate in 
any w'ay I can to have the Congress of the Uniieti States ratify .as soon 
as jxjssible the Canadiati'American agreement of March 19, it>4i for the 
development of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin, anti also take the 
appropriate steps to transfer to the State of New York the ownership 
and management of the St. Lawrence power facilities at the Inter- 
national Rapids. 

I am not so much interested in the details of legislative procedure; 
nor do I feel that it is pro|icr for me it» interfere with the sponsors 
of the legislation as to the Icgisiauvc procedure to Ixr folhtwed. ! am, 
however, most intcrcstwl in the ultimate olijeciives which I am sure you 
wish to attain just as I do. 

Copies of this telegram are l>eing sent to the interested Senators and 
to the members of the New York State Power Authority. 

Harrv S. Truman 

the I‘Viirr4l Slate accord. 

Cfcivcrn»»r I>cwcy that he was 

oppowd to this prtxcdure. “if the 
i'Vticral State arcord is uiiimaiely to be 
part of the hill," he added, "in fairness 
(a the committee memliers considering 
it am! to the vital interests of the people 
of the Slate of New York the accord 
should lie a part of the bill from the 
very beginning.'’ 

The telegram concluded with a sute- 
ment that copies u%re being sent to in- 
terested Senators and members of the 
New York Slate Power Authority. 
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note: Governor Dewey's telegram, re- 
leased with the President's reply, staled 
that he had been informed that the 
President intended to sfionsor a bill 
which would merely ratify the interna- 
tional agreement for the development of 
the St. Lawrence and completely omit 
the accord between the Federal <Jov. 
ernment and the State of New York for 
the development of its power resources. 
The telegram further stated that it had 
been suggested that the President would 
urge an amendment to the bill, after 
introduction, to permit the inclusion of 
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have been improved in the akl of navi)*ation, ami for timni control 
purposes, I feel ohliitetl to witliiioki my approval t>f the legislation. 

Hakrv S. 'Ihi man 


150 PrcKlaimtion 2667: Policy of the United States With 
Rcs|icct to the Natural Resources of the Suljsoil and Sea 
Bed of the Continental Shelf. September 28, 1945 

By the President of the United States of America a Proclamation: 

Whereas the CSovcrnmcnt of the Unitetl States of America* aware 
of the long range world-wide need for new sources t»f petroleum and 
other minerals, holds the view that efforts to discover and make avail- 
able new supplies of these resources shouUl he encouraged ; and 
WnEWEAS its competent c-^perts arc of the opinion that such resources 
underlie many parts of the eontinenia! shelf off the catsis of tlie United 
States of America, and that with mcxlcrn tedttudogteal progress their 
utilization is already practicable or will becontc so at an early date; and 
Whereas recognized jurisdiction over these resources is required in 
the interest of their conservation and prudent utilization when and as 
development is undertaken; and 

Whereas it is the view of the Government of the United States that 
the exercise of jurisdiction over the natural resources of the subsoil and 
sea bed of the continental shelf by the contiguous nation is reasonable 
and just, since the effectiveness of measures to utilize or conserve these 
resources would be contingent upon cooperation and protection from 
die shore, since the continental shelf may be regarded as an extension 
of the land-mass of the coastal nation and thus naturally appurtenant 
to it, since these resources frequently form a seaward extension of a 
pool or deposit lying within the territory, and since self-protection com- 
pels the coastal nation to keep close watch over activities off its shores 
which are of the nature necessary for utilization of these resources; 

Now, Therefore, I, Harry S. Truman, President of the United States 
of America, do hereby proclaim the following policy of the Unitetl 
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States o£ America with respect to the natural resources of the subsoil 
and sea bed of the continental shelf. 

Having concern for the urgency of conserving and prudently utiliz- 
ing its natural resources, the Government of the United States regards 
the natural resources of the subsoil and sea bed of the continental shelf 
beneath the high seas but contiguous to the coasts of the United States 
as appertaining to the United States, subject to its jurisdiction and con- 
trol, In cases where the continental shelf extends to the shores of an- 
other State, or is shared with an adjacent State, the boundary shall be 
determined by the United States and the State concerned in accordance 
with equitable principles. The character as high seas of the waters 
above the continental shelf and the right to their free and unimpeded 
navigation arc in noway thus affected. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the United States of America to be a£6ixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this twenty-eighth day of September, 
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and forty-five, and 
[seal] of the Independence of the United States of America the one 
hundred and seventieth. 

Harry S. Truman 

By the President: 

Dean Aoksson 

Acting Secretary of State 


note: The White House press release 
issued with this proclamation reads in 
port as foUowi: 

**The policy prodaimed by the Presi- 
dent in regaid to the jurisdiction over 
dbe condnentnl shdf does not touch 
upon the question of Federal versus 
State control. It is concerned solely 
with esublbhing the jurisdiction of the 
United States from an international 
Mandpmnt. It will, however, make 
posstl^ the oideriy development of an 
underwater area 750,000 square miles in 
extent. Generally, submetged land 
whidt is oont^poous to the continent 


and which is covered by no more than 
zoo fathoms (600 feet) of water is con- 
sidered as the continental shelf. 

“Petroleum geolcgists believe that 
portions of the continental shelf beyond 
the 3-mile limit contain valuable oil de- 
posits. The study of subsur&ce struc- 
tures associated with oil deposits which 
have been discovered along the gulf 
coast of Texas, for instance, indicates 
that corresponding dqporits may under- 
lie the offshore or submergi^ land. 
The trend of oil-productive salt domes 
extends direedy into the Gulf of Mexico 
off the Texas coast. Oil is also being 
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taken at present from wells within the 
3-mile limit off the coast of California, 
it is quite possible, geologists say, that 
the oil de[)osits extend beyond this tra- 
ditional limit of national jurisdiction. 

“Valuable deposits of minerals other 
than oil may also lie ex|iected to he 
found in these submerged areas. Ore 
mines now extend under the sea from 
the coasts of England, Chile, and other 
countries. 

“While asserting jurisdiction and con- 
trol of the United States over the min- 
eral resources of the continental shelf, 
the proclamation in no wise abridges 
die right of free and unimpeded navi- 
gation of waters of the character of high 
seas above the shelf, nor does it extend 
the present limits of the Territorial 
waters of the United States. 

“The advance technology prior to 
the present war had already made possi- 
ble the exploitation of a limited amount 


of minerals from sttbmcrged lands 
within the 3 mile limit. The rapid de- 
velopment of technical knowledge and 
equipment occasioned by the war now 
makes possible the determination of the 
resources of the submerged lands out- 
side of the 3 mile limit. With the need 
fur the iliscpvery of additional resources 
of peirc^eum and other minerals, it be- 
came advisable for the United States to 
make possible orderly development of 
these resources, 'llte proclamation of 
the President is designed to serve this 
purpose.*' 

Executive Ortlrr 9633, reserving and 
setting aside the resources of the con- 
tinental shelf and placing them for ad- 
ministrative pur{xisei, {lending legisla- 
tive action, under the jurisdiction and 
control of the Secretary of the Interior, 
was released with the foregoing proc- 
lamation. t*or text tee 3 CER, 1943“ 
1948 Comp., p. 437. 


1 5 1 Statement by the President on Announcing the 

Termination of the American Prtxluction Mission in 
China. September 29, 1945 


WHILE concluding this war mission, the American Government de- 
sires to continue its close cooperation with China. The American Pro- 
duction Mission is tangible evidence of the enduring friendship of our 
two nations. Out of our work together on problems of war production 
have come practical experience and mutual high regard which will be 
of great value to the future economic relations of our two countries and 
the world. 


note: This statement is part of a White 
House release announcing that the 
President was sending his Personal 
Representative, Edwin A. Locke, Ir., to 
China to dirouss with Generalissimo 


Chiang Kai shek and key Chinese offi- 
cials ways in which the industrial ex- 
perience of the United States could best 
be utilized to aid sound peacdime eco- 
nomic reconstruction and development 
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o£ China. The ntkase stated that Mr. 
Locke would give particular attention 
to the situation confronting the Chinese 
as a result of China*s acquisition of large 
industries in Manchuria and other lib- 
erated provinces. The release further 
stated that Mr. Locke would be accom- 
panied by his Econwnic Adviser, Albert 
Z. Carr. 

In announcing that Mr. locke would 
make arrangements for terminating the 
work of the American Production Mis- 
sion, established late in 1944 to aid 
China’s war effort, the release stated 


that the Mission had maintained a staff 
of about 20 American industrial special- 
ists in Chungking. The release con- 
tinued; "Their close collaboration with 
the Chinese Government has been in- 
strumental in obtaining increased pro- 
duction of munitions and basic raw 
materials from Free China’s industrial 
facilities. Since the Japanese surrender 
the Mission has been aiding the Chinese 
Government in dealing with the initial 
problems of reconversion and industrial 
revival.” 


152 Letter to General Eisenhower CSoncerning Conditions 
Facing Displaced Persons in Germany. 

September 29, 1945 

[ Released September 29, 1945. Dated August 31, 1945 ] 

My dear Genera! Eisenhower: 

I have received and considered the report of Mr. Earl G. Harrison, 
our representative on the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, 
upon his mission to inquire into the condition and needs of displaced 
persons in Germany who may be stateless or non-repatriable, particularly 
Jews. 1 am sending you a copy of that report. I have also had a long 
conference with him on the same subject matter. 

While Mr. Harrison makes due allowance for the fact that during 
the early days of liberation the huge task of mass repatriation required 
main attention, he reports conditions which now exist and which re- 
quire prompt remedy. These conditions, I know, are not in conformity 
with policies promulgated by SHAEF, now Combined Displaced Per- 
sons Executive. But they are what actually exists in the held. In 
other words, the policies arc not being carried out by some of your 
subordinate ofiBcers. 

For example, military government officers have been authorized and 
even directed to requisition billeting facilities from the German popula- 
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tion for the benefit of displaced persons. Yet, frona tins rcjKjrt, tins has 
not been done on any wide scale. Apparently it is Iwing taken for 
grantcii that all displaced persons, irrespective of their former persecu- 
tion or the likeliiuKHi that tlicir repatriation or rcseiilemcnt will be 
delayed, must remain in camps— many of whicli arc overcrowded and 
licavily gnardevl. Some of these camps are tlie very ones where tiiese 
people W’crc hertied logctljcr, siarveti, lortnrcil and made to witness the 
death of their fellow-inmates and friends and relatives. The announced 
policy has been to give such persons preference over the CSerman civilian 
population in housing. But the practice seems to be t|uitc another 
thing. 

We must intensify our efforts to get these people out of camps and 
into decent houses until they can !«: repatriated or evacuate^!. These 
houses shouUl be requisitioned from the (krinan civilian iwpulation. 
TIrat is one way to implement the Potsal.im jxiliey that the German 
people “cannot escape responsibility for what ilicy have brought upon 
themselves.” 

1 quote this paragraph with particular reference to tlte Jews among 
the displaced persons: 

“As matters now stand, we appear to l>c treating tlie Jews as the Nazis 
treated them except that we do not exterminate them. They are in con- 
centration camps in large numbers under our military guard instead of 
S.S. troops. One is led to wonder whether the German people, seeing 
this, are not supposing that we are following or at least condoning Nazi 
policy.” 

You will find in the report other illustrations of what I mean. 

I hope you will adopt the suggestion that a more extensive plan of 
field visitation by appropriate Army Group Headquarters be instituted, 
so that the humane policies which have been enunciated are not per- 
mitted to be ignored in the field. Most of the conditions now existing 
in displaced persons camps would quickly be remedied if through in- 
spection tours they came to your attention or to the attention of your 
supervisory oificers. 

I know you will agree with me that we have a particular responsibility 
toward these victims of persecution and tyranny who are in our zone. 

3 !^ 
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Wc must make dear to the German people that we thoroughly abhor 
the Nazi policies of hatred and persecution. We have no better op- 
portunity to demonstrate this than by the manner in which we ourselves 
actually treat the survivors remaining in Germany. 

I hoi>e you will report to me as soon as possible the steps you have 
been able to take to clean up the conditions mentioned in the report. 

I am communicating directly with the British Government in an 
effort to have the doors of Palestine opened to such of these displaced 
persons as wish to go there. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

{General of ihe Army D. D. Eisenhower, G. Hq. USFET| 

note: Mr, Harrison’s report, in the made public General Eisenhower’s re- 
form of a letter to the President, was ply, dated October 8, 1945. The letter 
also released. It is published in the De- is published in the Department of State 
partment of State Bulletin (vd. 13, p. Bulletin (vol, 13, p. 607). 

456). See also Items 187 and x88. 

On October 16, the White House 


153 Letter to Harry L. Hopkins Concerning the Roosevelt 
National Memorial Conamittce. October i, 1945 

Dear Mr, Hopkins: 

1 have your letter of September twenty-ninth and approve the action 
taken by the committee appointed by me at the meeting of September 
fifth. 

Now that your recommendations have been made, we can all proceed 
to take speedy action to set up a national memorial worthy of the historic 
achievements in war and peace of the late illustrious President. 

Very sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 

note: Mr. Hoi^uns* letter, xrieased cers and enlarging the membership o£ 
with the President’s reply, dealt with the memorial committee. 

{dans for designating permanent offi- 
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154 Radio Address 0|X!nmg the 1945 Naiitinal War Fund 
Campaign. October 2, 1945 

( Broadcast from ihc White IIou%c at io;ju p.m. | 

My fellow citizens of the United States: 

This is the month when in cities and towns throughout the country 
the community war fund is making its annual appeal. Perhaps you 
wonder why I am coming to you in Iwhalf of a war fund tlrivc, now 
that all our enemies have surrendcrctl. I shall tell you why. 

First let me explain that your community war fund joins in one com- 
bined appeal the agencies of the National War Fuml serving our own 
armed forces and merchant marine anil those agencies helping to relieve 
the suffering and want of war victims among our Allies. Hie same 
federateil fund also unites— in Community Chest cities — with the ap- 
peal for local agencies guarding the health and welfare of our own 
American homes and families. 

We must support these war fund agencies because of their support 
of our armed forces. Of course we gave our armed forces in the field 
the best equipment and supplies that we couUI provide. We gave our 
men the best training and leadership we could secure. We gave them 
everything we could. But there was one tiling that we had to depend 
on the member agencies of the National War Fuml to supply. Tiiat 
was the plain, human friendship, the good'iicighliorliness, the little bit 
of home, that they provided our service men and women through every 
USO club and unit. 

I am siieaking to you tonight because it is important, l>ccause it is 
imperative, that these War Fund agencies finish the job they were set 
up to do. War service has not ended. I tion’t ncctl to tell that to any- 
one whose son is still serving with the occupation forces or with the 
service troops in this country. For them, the war is still going on. 
That’s why USO and USO-Camp Shows must go on with the fine 
work they’ve been doing— until all our service men and women arc 
back home with us again. 

Our returning veterans are looking forward to happy homes in which 
their children can grow up the way they should. They arc looking 
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forward to living in a community which is concerned witli the welfare 
of its citizens. They may not think of this in terms of a child welfare 
program, a family service society, a scout troop, a recreation program, 
a visiting nurse or a clinic. But these services, which in most of our 
cities are jKTformcd by agencies of the local Community Chest, help 
to determine the quality of living in their community. 'Hicse arc the 
services from which everyone in the community benefits. 

The apj>eal of the National War Fund and your local Community 
War Fund is a human appeal for three causes — for continued friendly 
services for the men and women who still have a job to do in the armed 
forces; for health and welfare services for our own people at home; 
and for relief and assistance for the war stricken people of liberated 
countries— our Allies who fought by our side. 

We Itavc won the victory of arms; now let us push on to greater 
conquests — to the total victory of human justice and decency and faith 
in mankind. 

Let us be generous, and let us give abundant thanks to God in 
victory through our generosity. 


155 Special Message to the Congress on the St. Lawrence 
Seaway. October 3, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

As a part of our program of international cooperation, expanding 
foreign trade, and domestic progress in commerce and industry, 1 
recommenti the speedy approval by the Congress of tine Agreement of 
March 19, 1941 between the United States and Canada for the develop- 
ment of the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence Basin. When approved, the 
two countries will be able to harness for the public benefit one of the 
greatest natural resources of North America, opening the Great Lakes 
to ocean navigation, and creating 2,200,000 horsepower of hydroelectric 
capacity to be divided equally Iwtween the people of the United States 
and Canada. 

The development, utilization and conservation of our natural re- 


«8»S1— 61 26 


359 



[x55] Oct. 3 Public Papers of the Presidents 

sources are among tliosc fieUls of ciulcavor where the government's 
responsibility has l>cen well recogihzcti for many generations. 

During tlic war we were form! to siis|K*nil many of the projects 
designee! to Iiarncss the waters of our great rivers for ilic promotion 
of commerce ant! imlustry ami for the ptmluctHm of clieap electric 
power. We mtist now resume iljcse projects aiu! el«l^ark iij>on otiicrs. 

The Congress ami the people of our country can take just pride and 
satisfaction in tlic foresight tliey showeil by sicvcioping the Tennessee 
and Columbia Rivers and the rivers in the Ontral Valley of California. 
Without the |WiWcr from tlicsc rivers tlic ga.al of 50,000 airplanes a 
year— considered fantastic only five sliorl years ago, but actually sur- 
passed twice over — would have Iwcn intfHisvilde, Nor couhi we have 
dcvclo|>cd the atomic \mmh as early as we dul witiiout the large blocks 
of power we used from the Tennessee and Oduntbia Rivers. 

I'hc timely ilcvciopmcnt of these rivers shortened the war by many 
years, and saved countless American lives. We must ever lie grateful 
for the vision of the late President F'ranklin D. Roosevelt am! the 
wisdom of the Congress in urging and approving the harnessing of 
tlicse priceless natural resources. 

One of the great constructive projects of the North American con- 
tinent, in fact, one of the great projects of the worUI, which was delayed 
by the exigencies of war, is the St, Lawrence Seaway and Power project. 

For hfty years the United States and Canada umler both Republican 
and Democratic administrations, under LtiKral and Conservative gov- 
ernments, have envisioned the development of the project together, as 
a joint enterprise. 

Upon the expectation that we would join with them tn completing 
this great engineering project, Canada lias already built more than 
half its share of the undertaking. 

We, however, still have our major contribution to make. 

Every engineering investigation during the past fifty years, every 
economic study in the past twenty-five years has found the project feasi- 
ble and economically desirable. The case has been proved; the plans 
are ready. 

The St. Lawrence Seaway will make it possible to utilize our war ex- 
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pandcd factories and shipping facilities in the development of inter- 
national economic cooperation and enlarging world commerce. New 
and increasing opportunities for production and employment by private 
enterprise can be expected from this cheap water transportation. 

It is the kind of useful construction which will furnish lucrative 
employment to many thousands of our people. 

The completion of the Seaway will bring many benefits to our great 
ncighl)or and ally on the North. The experience of two wars and of 
many years of peace has shown beyond question that the prosperity and 
defense of Canada and of the United States arc closely linked together. 

By development of our natural water power resources, we can look 
forward with certainty to greater use of electricity in the home, in the 
factory and on the farm. The national average annual consumption of 
electricity by domestic consumers has almost doubled in the past ten 
years. Even with that increase, the national average is only 65 per cent 
as high as in the Tennessee Valley where electric rates arc lower. 
Increase in the consumption of electricity will mean more comforts on 
the farms and in city homes. It will mean more jobs, more income and 
a higher standard of living. We are only on the threshold of an era of 
electrified homes and mechanical aids to better living. We can en- 
courage this trend by using the bounty of nature in the water power of 
our rivers. 

If we develop the water power of the St. Lawrence River, the United 
States^ share of that power will be available for distribution within a 
radius of 300 miles. This will include most of New York State and its 
neighbor states to the East. Public and private agencies will be able to 
pass on to the consumers in that area all the advantages of this cheap 
power. 

Under the leadership of Governor and later President Roosevelt, the 
State of New York created the framework of a state power program. 
I have always been, and still am, in favor of that program. 

Under it, the power facilities are to be constructed by the Federal 
Government and turned over by it to the State of New York. The 
terms of allocation of costs to the State of New York have been agreed 
upon in a memorandum of agreement dated February 7, 1933, rccom- 
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mcndcil for execution by the Unitcil liMtcs Army Oirps o( luiginccrs 
ami the Power Auihoriiy of the State of New York. 'I his buMs of 
allocation is fair ami acceptable. 

It has always been umlcrsitxHl by the rcs|H>nsiliIe prt»|xjncnts t>f this 
development that the water jxnvcr priced slunild l»cc«»tne the property 
of the State tjf New York, ami th.it the electric power ^htmki be dc- 
velo|icd and hamiled by the State. I'hal should continue to be the 
j{)olicy, and I recommend th-at it In: so declared by the Ciungress, 

Any agreement with the St.ttc of New York to this end must protect 
the interests cjf the United States as well as the interests of neighboring 
states; ant! will, of course, liavc to be Mibmiiteil for approval by the 
Congress licforc it can Income effective. 

I urge upon the Congress sjxrcdy en.icinieni of legislation to ac- 
complish these objectives so that work may si.iri »m this great under- 
taking at the earliest |H)ssible time. 

Harrv S. *rRtJ.MA?v 


156 Special Message to the Omgress on Atomic F.ncrgy. 
October 3, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

Almost two months have passcil since the atomic liomh was used 
against Japan. That Iwmb did not win the war, but it certainly short- 
ened the war. We know that it saved the lives of untold thousands of 
American and Allied sokliers who would otherwise have Ixrcn killed in 
battle. 

The discovery of the means of releasing atomic energy Iscgan a new 
era in the history of civilization. The scientific and industrial knowl- 
edge on which this discovery rests does not relate merely to another 
weapon. It may some day prove to lie more revolutionary in the de- 
velopment of human society than the invention of the wheel, the use 
of metals, or the steam or interna! combustion engine. 

Never in history has society been confronted with a power so full of 
potential danger and at the same time so full of promise for the future 
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of man and for the peace of the world. I tliink I can express the faith 
of the American people when I say that we can use the knowledge we 
have won, not for the devastation of war, but for the future welfare of 
humanity. 

To accomplish that objective we must proceed along two fronts — ^the 
domestic and the international. 

The first and most urgent step is the determination of our domestic 
policy for the control, use and development of atomic energy within the 
United States. 

Wc cannot postpone decisions in this field. The enormous invest- 
ment which wc made to produce the bomb has given us the two vast 
industrial plants in Washington and Tennessee, and the many associ- 
ated works throughout the country. It has brought together a vast 
organization of scientists, executives, industrial engineers and skilled 
workers — a national asset of inestimable value. 

Tile powers which the Congress wisely gave to the Government to 
wage war were adequate to permit the creation and development of this 
enterprise as a war project. Now that our enemies have surrendered, 
wc should take immediate action to provide for the future use of this 
huge investment in brains and plant. 1 am informed that many of the 
people on whom depend the continued successful operation of the 
plants and tlic further development of atomic knowledge, arc getting 
ready to return to their normal pursuits. In many cases these people 
are considering leaving the project largely because of uncertainty con- 
cerning future national policy in this field. Prompt action to establish 
national policy will go a long way towards keeping a strong organization 
intact. 

It is equally necessary to direct future research and to establish con- 
trol of the basic raw materials essential to the development of this power 
whether it is to be used for purposes of peace or war. Atomic force in 
ignorant or evil hands could inflict untold disaster upon the nation and 
the world. Society cannot hope even to protect itself — ^much less to 
realize the benefits of the discovery — ^unless prompt action is taken to 
guard against the hazards of misuse. 

I therefore urge, as a first measure in a program of utilizing our 
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knowledge for the benefit of society, that the Congress enact legislation 
to fix a jtolicy with respect to our existing plants, ami to control all 
sources of atomic energy am! all activities connectcil with its ilcvelop- 
ment and use in the Unitcil Stales. 

The legislation should give jurisdiciion for these puriwses to an 
Atomic Energy 0>mmissian with meinlicrs api^oinicd by the President 
with the advice and consent of the Senate. 

I’he Congress should by down the b.isic principles for all the activi- 
ties of the Commission, the olijcctivcs of which should lx: the promotion 
of the national welfare, securing the national *Icfcnse, safeguarding 
worltl peace and the acquisition of further knowlcilgc concerning 
atomic energy. 

The ixjopic of tlic Uniteti States know that the overwhelming |Hiwcr 
we have developed in this war is tlue in large measure to American 
science and American industry, consisting of management anti labor. 
We l>clieve that our science ami imliistry owe their strength to the spirit 
of free inquiry and the spirit of free enterprise that characterise our 
country. The Commission, therefore, in carrying out its functions 
should interfere as little os {xusiblc with private research and private 
enterprise, and should use as much as |H>ssible existing institutions and 
agencies. The observance of this |)oUcy is our best guarantee of main- 
taining the pre-eminence in science ami imhistry U|H>n which our na- 
tional well-being depends. 

All land and mineral deposits owned by tfte United States which 
constitute sources of atomic energy, and all stock piles of materbls 
from which such energy may be derived, and all plants or other prop- 
erty of the United States connected with its development and use should 
be transferred to the supervision and control of the Commission. 

The Commission should be authm-ized to acquire at a faur price, by 
purchase or by condemnation, any minerals or other materials from 
which the sources of atomic energy can be derived, and also any land 
containing such minerals or materbls, which are not already owned by 
the United States. 

The power to purchase should include real and personal property 
outside the limits of the United States. 
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The Commission should also be authorized to conduct all necessary 
research, experimentation, and operations for the further development 
and use of atomic energy for military, industrial, scientific, or medical 
purposes. In these activities it should, of course, use existing private 
and public institutions and agencies to the fullest practicable extent. 

Under appropriate safeguards, the Commission should also be per- 
mitted to license any property available to the Commission for research, 
development and exploitation in the field of atomic energy. Among 
other things such licensing should be conditioned of course upon a 
policy of widespread distribution of peacetime products on equitable 
terms which will prevent monopoly. 

In order to establish efiFective control and security, it should be de- 
clared unlawful to produce or use the substances comprising the sources 
of atomic energy or to import or export them except under conditions 
prescribed by the Commission. 

Finally, the Commission should be authorized to establish security 
regulations governing the handling of all information, material and 
equipment imder its jurisdiction. Suitable penalties should be pre- 
scribed for violating the security regulations of the Commission or any 
of the other terms of the Act. 

The measures which I have suggested may seem drastic and far- 
reaching. But the discovery with which we are dealing involves forces 
of nature too dangerous to fit into any of our usual concepts. 

The other phase of the problem is the question of the international 
control and development of this newly discovered energy. 

In internaticmal relations as in domestic affairs, the release of atomic 
energy constitutes a new force too revolutionary to consider in the 
framework of old ideas. We can no longer rely on the slow progress 
of rime to develop a program of control among nations. Civilization 
demands that we shall reach at the earliest possible date a satisfactory 
arrangement for the control of this discovery in order that it may be- 
come a powerful and forceful influence towards the maintenance of 
world peace instead of an instrument of destruction. 

Scientific opinion appears to be practically unanimous that the essen- 
tial theoretical knowledge upon which the discovery is based is already 
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widely known. There is also substantial .agreement that foreign re- 
search can come abreast of our present theoretical knowledge in time. 

The ho|>c of civilization lies in international arrangements ltx>king, if 
possible^ to the renunciation of the use aiul tlevclopincnt of the atomic 
bomb, and directing am! encouraging the use of atomic energy and all 
future scientific information toward peaceful and humanitarian ends. 
The difficulties in working out such arrangements arc great. The 
alternative to overcoming these tlifficuliies, however, may lie a desper- 
ate armament race which might well cm! in tlisastcr. Discussion of the 
international problem cannot lie s.tfcly ticlayctl until the United Na- 
tions Organization is functioning am! in a position adequately to deal 
with it. 

I therefore propose to initiate discussions, first witlt our associates 
in this discovery. Great Britain ami Canatla, ami then with other na- 
tions, in an effort to effect agreement on the contlitions under which 
cooperation might replace rivalry in the field of atomic power. 

I desire to emphasize that these discussions will not lie concerned 
with disclosures relating to the manufacturing processes leading to the 
production of the atomic bomb itself. Tlicy will constitute an effort 
to work out arrangements covering the terms under which interna- 
tional collaboration and exchange of scientific information might safely 
proceed. 

The outcome of the discussions will lie rcfiortcd to the Congress as 
soon as possible, and any resulting agreements requiring Congressional 
action will be submitted to the Congress. 

But regardless of the course of discussions in the international field, 
I believe it is essential that legislation along the lines I have indicated 
be adopted as promptly as possible to insure the necessary research in, 
and development and control of, the production and use of atomic 
energy. 

Hajuiy S. Tkumak 

notb; The AtCMmic Energy Commistion was eslaMidted by the Atomic Energy 
Act of 1946 (60 Star. 755). 
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Harry S. Truman, 

157 The President’s News Conference of 
October 3, 1945 

Tim PREsmivNT. [i.j I want to announce some appointments ifirst: 

Watson B. Miller, of Maryland, to be Federal Security Administrator. 

Lowell B. Mason, of Illinois, to be on the Federal Trade Commission 
for an unexpircti term from September 25, 1942, succeeding Com- 
missioner March, deceased. 

Q. Do you know Commissioner March’s full name ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t; I can get it for you, Tony.^ 

John F. Sonnett — So-n-n-e-t-t — to be Assistant Attorney General, 
succeeding Francis M. Shea, whose resignation was announced today; 
he’s gone to work for Mr. Jackson over in Europe. 

Q. Francis M. Shea ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs; he’s the one that resigned, and John F, Sonnett is 
taking his place. 

[2,] I have a statement here on tlie Philippines Fm going to read: 

“As you know. President Osmeha of the Philippines is in Washing- 
ton. On Monday, I conferred with him and with the High Commis- 
sioner to the Philippines, Mr, McNutt, and the Acting Secretary of the 
Interior, Mr. Fortas. I propose to confer again with President Osmena 
anil to formulate a broad program for this government with respect to 
the Philippines. This program will, of course, reflect the traditional 
friendship of the people of the United States and of the Philippines, 
and it will take account of the heroic and loyal conduct of the Filipinos 
during die war. In preparation for my further conferences with Presi- 
dent Osmeha, I have asked Mr. McNutt and Mr. Fortas to consult with 
the President of the Philippines with respect to all matters of mutual 
interest. 

“At the moment, I want to clarify the quesdon of the date upon 
which Philippine independence may be expected. Under the statutes 
now in force, independence is scheduled for July 4, 1946, or sooner if 
the President of the United States shall so proclaim. There has been 
wide speculation as to whether a date prior to July 4, 1946, will be fixed. 


t XniMt R. Vaeoiro, Atsoclttte Pr«M, 
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This spccuhiium has intrtHiuccd a iiigli degree uf uneeriaimy at a very 
critical time in Philippine atTairs, and has rcMilied in stniic confusion 
in the programs of ljutli the Qmimoinvcalth government and United 
States agencies. 

*‘It would lie neither iust n<ir fair to the loyal petipk of ilic Philippines 
who have been our brothers in war as well as in |K:ace, to proclaim their 
indejicndcncc until the necessary program for rehabilitation has liccn 
worked out and until there has Ikcu a tlctermination of the funda- 
mental problems involved in our mutual relationship after independ- 
ence. Additional time is also required to enable the Philippine govern- 
ment to set its own house in order and to hoUl a free <lemocratic election, 

“To assist in the orderly working otit of these prohlcttis, I am caking 
this opportunity to state tliat I do not intemi to consider ativancing the 
proclamation of Philippine imlepcmlencc to a date earlier than July 4, 
1946, until the necessary measures wdiich I have outlined have been 
taken.” 

I want to be sure that tlic Filipinos have liecn projicrly reconditioned 
so that when they do liecome a free ant! imlependcnc nation they can 
stand as a free and imlcpcndcnt nation; ant! we owe that to the Fili- 
pinos because they have lieen our friends in this war. 

f 3.'| JVe got a new board— issued an Executive order setting up a 
new board to replace the existing boart! to make recommendations 
on the awarding of medals of merit to civilians who have performed 
meritorious service in the war. I appointed Judge Owen J. Roberts 
to be the chairman and Li. Gen. William Knudsen am! Stephen T. 
Early to lie members of that board. 

[4,1 I sent down to Ckingress a few minutes ago a message on the 
atomic bomb, a copy of which will be available to you when you go out. 
!t suggests to Congress that they set up a commission to control the 
atomic energy development so that it may not become a monopoly, and 
that the plants which we now have for the creation of atomic energy 
be maintained and kept in operation, and that further research and 
development be pursued for die welfare of humanity; and I also in- 
formed the Congress that I will send them at a later date a message 
with regard to the atomic bomb. On this first message the first part 
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has to do with the control of atomic energy for peacetime purposes, 
and the control of it for wartime use is a matter that will be taken up 
at a later date. 

I am ready for cross-examination. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can say on the lack of 
policy on wages ? 

TOE PRESIDENT. I think the only thing I can say — thought some- 
body might ask me a question like that — ^will be to read an extract from 
an Executive order issued on August 18, 1945, which establishes wage 
policy. This is part IV ; there are three paragraphs of it, and if you 
will bear with me I will read them to you. It’s rather dry: 

“i. The National War Labor Board, and such other agencies as may 
be designated” — 

It has been said by a lot of people that there is no wage policy, 
nationally. 

— ^“by the Director of Economic Stabilization with the approval of 
the Director of War Mobilization and Reconversion, are authorized to 
provide that employers may, through collective bargaining with duly 
certified or recognized representatives of the employees involved or, 
if there is no such representative, by voluntary action, make wage or 
salary increases without the necessity of obtaining approval therefor, 
upon the condition that such increases will not be used in whole or in 
part as the basis for seeking an increase in price ceilings, or for resisting 
otherwise justifiable reductions in price ceilings, or, in the case of prod- 
ucts or services being furnished under contract with a federal procure- 
ment agency, will not increase the costs to the United States. 

*^2. In addition to the authority to approve increases to correct gross 
inequities and for other specified purposes, conferred by Section 2 of 
Title II of Executive Order 9250, the National War Labor Board or 
other designated agency is hereby authorized to approve, without re- 
gard to the limitations contained in any other orders or directives, 
such increases as may be necessary to correct maladjustments or in- 
equities which would interfere with the effective transition to a peace- 
time economy; providai, however, that in dispute cases this additional 
authority shall not be used to direct increases to be effective as of a 
date prior to the date of this order. 
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“Where the National War Ljilwr iibaril or other tksignated agency, 
or the Price Administrator, shall have reason to InrHcvc that a proposed 
wage or salary increase will require a change in tlic price ceiling of tlie 
commodity or services involvctl, such projxjscd increase, if approved by 
the National War Lalx>r Boarti or such other designated agency under 
the authority of this section shall l)cct>mc cfTccttvc only if also approved 
by the Director of Economic Stabilization. 

“3. OBScials charged with the sctilcincnt of lalior disputes in accord- 
ance with the terms of Executive Order 9017 and Section 7 of the War 
Labor Disputes Act shall consider that labor disputes which would 
interrupt work contributing to the protiuction of military supplies or 
interfere with effective transition to a |icacctimc economy arc disputes 
which interrupt work contributing to the cflcciivc prosecution of the 
war.” 

That has been in effect ever since August tS, and I think is a definite 
labor policy — ^wage policy, I mean. 

Q. Mr. President, that’s a wage policy put into effect during the war, 
and— 

TH£ PRESIDENT. No, AugUSt l8. 

Q. What date did you say? 

THE pREsmBNT. August i8, 1945. And that was set up with the ap- 
proval of the Secretary of Labor, the labor organizations, and of 
industry. They all sat right here and approved that. 

Q. You call attention to it because it*s still— — 

THE PRESIDENT. It*s Still thc poUcy of thc Government; that’s sure. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, anything to say about the London 
conference? 

THE PRESIDENT. No^ I haven’t*, Mr. Byrnes will be here in a short time, 
and we’ll let him make the necessary report. 

[7.] Q. What do you think of the Russian renewal of their demand 
for a four-power control commission for Japan ? 

THE PRESIDENT. 1 Only know what I’ve seen in the papers; I’ve had no 
official notice, and Pll have to discuss it with Mr. Byrnes. 

[8.] Q. Do you have any comment on thc situation in Argentina ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I havcn’t. 
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[9*1 Q* Presitlent, have you received any request from the 
British to send troops to Palestine ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I haven’t. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, there seems to be a dispute about the use of 
funds for child-care centers; have you taken notice of that? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, I havc extended it to October 31, and I am con- 
sidering seriously sending up a request to Congress that they extend 
it to March 31.* But that will require several million dollars. 

[ti,] Q. Has there been any request for this Government to as- 
sume joint responsibility with the people of Great Britain in the Pales- 
tine situation ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

[12.] Q. Havc you talked with Ed Pauley about his future 
activities ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t; I haven’t seen Mr. Pauley for some 
time. He said he would come to sec me, 

[13.] Q. We hear from London that the United Nations has de- 
cided to locate within the United States; havc you any particular sites 
in mind? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t. I do havc a message from Mr, Stet- 
tinius that they did vote to locate the headquarters in the United States, 
and that China and Australia favor San Francisco. He pointed out 
there were other available locations in the United States. The specific 
message will be discussed later. 1 just got it before this conference. 

[14.1 Q. Is it your intention to keep the Coast Guard under the 
Navy? 

THE PRESIDENT. It Will bc rctumcd to the Treasury at tlie proper 
time. 

[15.] Q. Can you tell us anything about your conference with Mr. 
Mollison ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I appointed him to bc judge of the Court of Customs. 

Q. The nomination gone up? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, it wcnt up at noon. 

Q. We didn’t get it. 

> Item IBS. 
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THE PRESIDENT. It was supposcd to hc hi youf liands. I thought I 
would be repeating it. 

[16.] Q. It has l>ecn about a week since your conference with the 
Democratic Ways and Means Committee, and nothing has happened 
on the compensation biU. Arc you thinking of 

THE PRESIDENT. I think if you give the Ways and Means Committee 
time, they’ll do something alxjut it. 

[17.1 Q. During Mr. Mackenzie King's call Sunday was there any 
consideration of the atomic bomb? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wc discusscd cvcry subject in which Canada and the 
United States arc interested, but I am not at liberty to make any 
statement. 

fi8.] Q. Mr. President, in your message about the atomic bomb 
do you have any recommendation about mineral lands not owned by 
the Government? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thcrc's a recommendation that a commission be 
given power to purchase all such laml. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. You arc entirely welcome. 

note: President Truman's twenty* office at the White House at 4:05 p.in. 
eighth news conference was held in his on Wednesday, October 3, 1945* 


158 Statement by the President Concerning Government 
Operation of Petroleum Refineries Closed by Strikes. 
October 4, 1945 

I REGRET that it has become necessary for the Government to take 
over the plants of twenty-dx oil producing and rcEntng companies 
which have been shut down by strikes. It has become necessary to take 
this action in order to maintain adequate oil reserves for the needs of our 
armed forces. 

During the past two weeks some fifty petroleum refineries, together 
with a number of related transportation and distribution facilities, have 
been shut down due to work stoppages. The shut down daily capacity 
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amounts to 1,675,000 barrels, representing about one-third o£ the total 
refinery capacity of the Nation. 

liic plants remaining in 0|x:ration are insufficient to produce enough 
petroleum to supply lK>th tlie direct military requirements and tlie 
minimum essential war supporting activities on the home front. So 
critical has the supply situation become that essential military opera- 
tions arc alrcatly Jeopardized. Throughout the Nation, serious short- 
ages arc tieveU>pittg which would, if not corrected immediately, impair 
essential iiulustrial and agricultural production, and all forms of 
trajisjxjrtaiion. 

Oil is so vita! to the continuing military operation, and so essential to 
protiuction for the armctl services and national security at home, that 
we must move without furtlier delay to protect our petroleum supply 
positions. 'Fhc public interest, in an emergency of this character, 
transccruls the interests of any group. 

There is no other way, except by the action taken today, to prevent 
our armctl forces from suffering tlirough lack of necessary oil. 

Nothing will be |>crmittcd to stand in the way of the adequate supplies 
of any ktntl for our armed forces and for their proper redeployment and 
dcmobiltzation. 

note; The text of Executive Order Processing of Petroleum and Petroleum 
96^9 “Auihorixing the Secretary of the Products” (3 CFR, 1943-1948 Comp., 
Navy To Take Possession of and Op- p. 440) was released with the Presi- 
eraie Certain Plants and Facilities Used dent’s statement, 
in the Tranihptmaiion, Refining and 


159 Letter to the President of the Senate and to the Speaker 
of the House of Representatives Concerning Federal 
Assistance for Child Care Centers. October 4, 1945 

Dear Mr. ; 

In my communication of September 5, 1945 , 1 transmitted for the 
consideration of the Congress proposed rescissions of portions of several 
war-related appropriations, including appropriations available to the 
Federal Works Agency under the heading “OfiSceof the Administrator: 
War public works (community facilities)** to the extent of $19,115,000. 
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This item included funds that had been apiiropriatcd by the Ck>ngrcss 
for war-time child care centers on the understanding with the Federal 
Works Agency that when the ncct .1 for women in war prtHluction and 
essential supporting services ended, Federal funds wouUl Ik withdrawn. 
Tlicrefore, my communication of September fifth was basctl u|>on that 
understanding. 

On August twenty-seventh I requested the Federal Works Atiminis- 
trator to present to the Congress the problem which hatl arisen where 
local communities were not able to continue ncctlctl chik! care centers 
for children whose mothers arc the wives or widtiws of servicemen. 
The Federal Works Administrator now advises me that the appropriate 
Committees of the Congress do not believe it feasible to enact sjKcial 
legislation to take care of this problem for this particular group of 
mothers. 

Although some communities have already arranged with local funds 
to operate centers for chiUlren of working mothers, the majority of them 
have not yet completed such arrangements. In some communities, 
State or local laws or other limitations make it im|x>ssiblc for them to 
assume this responsibility by October thirty-first, the presently scheduled 
date for the termination of Federal assistance. 

The reconversion of the war-time child care program to {Kacetime 
operations under which the local communities would assume tlic finan- 
cial responsibility requires Federal assistance for a few more months. 
This extension of time would give working mothers more time to make 
other arrangements for the care of their children and would give local 
communities additional time to provide the necessary State or local 
funds. 

Included in the amount which I have heretofore recommended for 
rescission is an item of $7,000,000 for service projects. If this amount is 
not repealed, the Federal Works Agency would be able to make Federal 
funds available for the operation of needed child care centers until 
March i, 1946. I therefore now recommend that the amount of the 
proposed rescission for "War public works (community facilities)” be 
reduced to $1:^1x5,000. 

Yours very truly, 

HAiuty S. Truman 
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notb: Thi$ is the text oi identical let* o£ the Senate, and to the Honorable 
ters addressed to the Honorable Ken- &ucn Rayburn, Speaker o£ the Hotsse of 
neth McKellar, President pro tempore Representatives. 


160 Remarks at the Presentation o£ the Congressional Medal 
of Honor to Fourteen Members of the Navy and Marine 
Corps. October 5, 1945 


THIS IS ONE of the pleasant duties of the President of the United 
States. These arc the young men who represent us in our fighting 
forces. 

They said we were soft, that we would not fight, that we could not 
win. We are not a warlike nation. We do not go to war for gain or 
for territory; we go to war for principles, and we produce young men 
like these. I think I told every one of them that I would rather have 
that medal, the Congressional Medal of Honor, than to be President of 
the United States. 

Wc fought a good fight. Wc*ve won two great victories. WeVe 
facing another fight, and we must win the victory in that. That is a 
fight for a peaceful world, a fight so we won't have to do this again, so 
we won't have to maim the flower of our young men, and bury them. 
Now let us go forward and win that fight, as we have won these other 
two victories, and this war vidll not have been in vain. 

Thank you. 


Non: The President ptesented tiw 
medals in a cetemony hdd at 10:30 aom. 
on the South Lawn at the White 
House. The citations were read by 
Vice Adm. L. E. Denidd. 

A list of the recipients, in order of 
presenta tion, follows: Lt. Col. Gregory 
Boyington, USMCR; Ll Co^r. 
Gewfe L. Street, USN; Mi^. Lmds H. 
Wilson, USMC; Cape Joseph J. Me- 
Cardiy, USMCR; and Lt. Arthur J. 


Jackson, USMC; Sgt. William G. Har- 
rell, USMCR; Pharmacist's Mate 
George £. WaUen, USNR; Cpt. Rich- 
ard l£ Bush, USMCR; Cpl. T. 

JaadssoQ, USMCR; ^ 1 . HersM W. 
Waitams, USMCR; Hospital Appien- 
tsoe First CSass Robert Eugene Bush, 
USNR; Ha, Jaddyn H. Lucas, 
USMCR; Pvt. Piankiin £. Sigler, 
USMCR; and Pvt. WBson D. Watson. 
USMCR. 
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i6i Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Presented to Admiral Chester W. Nimitz. 

October 5, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT o£ the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
the Gold Star in lieu of the Third Distinguished Service Medal to 

FLEET ADMIRAL CHESTER WILLIAM NIMITZ, UNITED STATES NAVY 

for service as set forth in the following 
Citation 

For exceptionally meritorious service to tlic Government tif the United 
States as Commander in Chief, United States Pacific Fleet arui Pacific 
Ocean Areas, from June 1944, to August 1945. Initiating the final phase 
in the battle for victory in the Pacific, Fleet A<iniiral Nimitz attacked 
the Marianas, invading Saipan, inflicting a decisive defeat in the Japa- 
nese Fleet in the First Battle of the Philippines and capturing Guam 
and Tinian. In vital continuing operations, his Fleet Forces isolated 
the enemy-held bastions of the Central and Piasicrn Carolines and 
secured in quick succession Pelcliu, Angaur and Ulttht. With recon- 
naissance of the main beaches on Leyte effected, approach channels 
cleared and opposition neutralized in joint o{R:rations to reoccupy the 
Philippines, the challenge by powerful task forces of the Japanese 
Fleet resulted in a historic victory in the thrcc-phaseil Battle for Leyte 
Gulf, October 24 to 26, 1944. Accelerating the intensity of aerial offen- 
sive by pressure exerted at every hostile strong point, Fleet Admiral 
Nimitz culminated long-range strategy by successful amphibious assault 
on Iwo Jima and Okinawa. A wise, steadfast and indomitable leader. 
Fleet Admiral Nimitz, by his daring strategy and his faith in the cour- 
age and skill of the officers and men under his command, flnaily placed 
representative forces of the United States Navy in the harbor of Tokyo 
for the formal capitulation of the Japanese Empire. Tiirough his 
mastery of naval warfare, his strategical skill, his sound judgment and 
Ids inspiring leadership, he demonstrated the highest qualities of a 
naval officer and rendered services of the greatest distinction to his 
country. 

Harry S. Truman 
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notb: 'I’he Presiilcni read the citation Aldiough the ceremony called for the 
to Admiral Niinii/. and presented him Gold Star, the President also pinned the 
with the awaril in a ceremony held in Distinguished Service Medi on Ad- 
the Rose CJardcn at the White House, miral Nimitz. 


162 Letter Accepting Resignation of J. A. Krug as Chairman 
of t!ic War Production Board. October 5, 1945 

( Released October 5, 15^5. Dated October *945 | 

My dear C<i/>r 

I have your letter in tvhich you request to be relieved of your respon- 
sibilities as Citairman of the War Production Board. It is with regret 
that I accetlc to your wishes and accept your resignation as Chairman, 
effective at the close of business on November 3, 1945. 

You have carnet! the thanks of the Nation — ^indeed of the United 
Nations — for an epic achievement in industrial production. During 
the critical months which have ensued since you assumed duties, first as 
Acting Chairman, and now for more than a year as Chairman, the 
results have been little short ed miraculous. The prodigious tasks which 
have been performed by American industry under your leadership are 
refiected in the capitulation of our enemies in uncondidonal surrender. 

For the magnificent work that you have done I desire to express the 
Nadon’s gratitude. As we go into the reconversion period, we shall 
like to think that we can call upon you from time to time for the coun- 
sel which you can give us out of your great experience. 

Very sincerely yours, 

HaXXT S. ‘IkUMAK 

mots: Mr. Knig served as Acdag Nofyeocto 3, X945. His tetter of redg- 
Chalimsn of the War ProducxioQ BcMucd na rio o, d m^ Sc f iiie inhftr 35, 1945, was 
hem August 37, 1944, to October x, xeteased whh die PXeaiilent*S xepiy. 
1944, and then as Clulrmais dsroujB^ 
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163 Remarks at the Pemiscot County Fair, Cariulicrsville, 
Missouri. October 7» 1945 

]im Ahern, my friends of Southeast Missouri, Northeast Arkansas, 
Tennessee, Kentucky, ond Ulinois: 

It is a pleasure to be here today. Once again I am your guest at the 
American Legion Fair. It is a customary prcKctIure for inc. Hiis is 
number twelve. I came down here tiic first tinte, if I remember cor- 
rectly, in 1934. At that time I was the Prcsitling Jutige of the County 
Court of Jackson County, and a candkiatc for United States Senator. 
The next time I came I was the United States Senator from Missouri, 
and for nine times I came down here as the Senator from Missouri — 
because I liked to come. I have almost as many friends in this part of 
the great State of Missouri as I have in Jackson Ca>unty, and that is 
really saying something. 

X-ast year I came as the candidate for Vice President of the United 
States. Mr. Roosevelt and myself were the candidates on the Demo* 
cratic ticket. We won that election, as you know, and I settled down 
as President of the Senate and its Presiding Olficer to happily enjoy a 
4-ycar term. 

Then suddenly, like a bolt out of the blue, Mr. Roosevelt passed 
away — ^a great leader, a great humanitarian, the greatest of our war 
Presidents. And the greatest responsibility that ever has fallen to a 
human being in the history of the world fell to me. 

In my first acldrcss to the Congress, after that happened, I explained 
to them that I had not sought that res^xansibilliy, nor had 1 sought the 
honor which goes with that responsibility. But I have been a public 
servant in one phase or another for the past 30 years, and I have never 
shirked a job. I shall not shirk this one. 

I told the Members of Congress and the Nation that if we were to 
be successful— and we will be, undoubictlly— it would require the 
cooperation not only of the Congress but of the country as a whole, for 
us to accomplish the things which Almighty God intcn<!cd this great 
Nation to accomplish. 

Just to rehearse for your benefit a few of the things that have hap- 
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pcncd since April 12, 1945— just about 6 months ago. The San Fran- 
cisco Conference was convened on the 25th day of April — just 13 days 
after I was sworn in as President of the United States, That confer- 
ence was successful, and Just about 4 months after it was convened, the 
United States Senate approved the Charter of the United Nations by 
an overwhelming majority. There were only two Senators against it, 
and I never did understand why they were against it. At any rate, the 
United States entered on an entirely new development of its foreign 
policy. 

Some 3 months after that I went to Berlin to meet with the heads of 
the Governments of Russia, Great Britain, and the United States, in 
order to discuss the world outlook for the coming peace. The delibera- 
tions of that conference will be felt for generations in the final peace. 

Just a little less than a month after I became President, that is, 26 
days after i was inaugurated, the Axis powers in Europe folded up. 
On the laih day of August, Japan folded up. In the meantime, one of 
the most earth-shaking discoveries in the history of the world was 
made — the development of atomic energy was discovered. That dis- 
covery was used in the last war effort against Japan, and the effect of 
that atomic bomb is too terrible for contemplation. But we have only 
begun on the .itomic energy program. That great force, if properly 
used by this country of ours, and by the world at large, can become 
the greatest boon that liumanity has ever had. It can create a world 
which, in my opinion, will be the happiest world that the sun has ever 
shone upon. 

Now ! am reminding you of all these things which have taken place 
in the last short 6 months to impress upon you the terrible responsibili- 
ties of the President of the United States. The Presadent of the United 
States is your President. 1 am telling you just what his responsibilities 
are, because you arc my friends and I think you understand the diffi- 
culties which I face. 

Now it is just as necessary to have the cooperation of every branch, 
and every member of every part of the Government of the United 
States, from the constable in this township to the President oi the Senate. 
We must have that cooperation. We must go forward—we arc going 
forward. 
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'We iiniierstand tliut the road to peace is just as dtilicult and niaybe 
more difficult than was the road to victory tluring the war. And the 
reason for tliat difficulty is tiiat we all distinctly understand that after 
every war there is bound to be a letdown, there is IkjuikI to he a change 
of attitude, there arc bound to be a great many of us wiio say, ’‘Oh well, 
I don’t have to work any more, I don’t have to take arty interest in the 
welfare of my Government any more.” We can’t have tliat attitude. 
We must cooperate now as we never have before in the history of this 
country. We have the greatest production machine that the world has 
ever seen. W’c conclusively proved that free government is the most 
efficient government in every emergency. We conclusively proved that, 
by our victories over Germany and Italy ami Jajun and their allies. In 
order to prove to the world that our rcconversit>n program can be 
handled just as efficiently, ami that our tremendous production machine 
can be operated for peace as well as for war, we must all gel in and push. 

That doesn’t require anything in the world but plain understanding 
among ourselves. That requires the cooperation of management and 
labor and the farmers, and every storekeeper, and every man who has an 
interest in the Government of the United States. Anti by showing 
that we ourselves know where we arc going and why, we can show the 
rest of the world the road to liberty and to peace. We arc not anywhere 
near stalled on that road. We are only lieginning to travel it. 

We arc going to have difficulties. You can’t do anything worthwhile 
without difficulties. No man who ever accomplishes anything can 
expect to do it without making mistakes. I'he man who never docs 
anything never makes any mistakes. We may make mistakes. We 
may have difficulties, but 1 am asking you to exercise that admonition 
which you will find in the Gospels, and which Christ told us was the 
way to get along in the world: Do by your neighbor as you would be 
done by. 

And that applies to you, and you, just as it applies to Great Britain 
and France and China and Russia and Czechoslovakia, and Poland and 
Brazil. When the nations decide iliat the welfare of the world is much 
more important than any individual gain which they themselves can 
make at the expense of another nation, then we can take this discovery 
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which wc have made and make this world the greatest place the sun has 
ever shone upon. 

Now, in 1938, I stood on this platform right here and explained to 
you that our then isolationism would eventually lead to war. I made 
that speech after President Roosevelt made his speech at Chicago in 
1937, in which he warned the world that we were approaching another 
world war. 

Wc can't stand another global war. We can’t ever have another 
war, unless it is total war, and that means the end of our civilization as 
wc know it. Wc arc not going to do that. Wc are going to accept 
that Golden Rule, and wc arc going forward to meet our destiny which 
I think Almighty God intended us to have. 

And we are going to be the leaders. 

Thank you very much. 

note: The President spoke at 4:30 p.m. T. Ahem, president of the American 
at the Pair grounds. His opening Legion Pair Association, 
words “Jim Ahern” referred to James 


164 The President’s News Conference at Tiptonvillc, 
Tennessee. October 8, 1945 

[ X.] Q. Mr. President, you made a statement, as near as I can remem" 
ber, in your speech at the fair, that when the nations of the world learn 
to put total world progress ahead of individual gain at the expense oi 
other states, then we could put this great discovery of the release of 
atomic energy to work, to make the world a better place to live in. 
Would it be too long a **bone’* as to interpret your remark there as 
meaning that the atomic secret would not be shared, unless and undl 
we had positive assurance that the world had progressed to that point? 

THB nutsixMBNT. No, that would not be true, for this reason. The 
scientific knowledge that resulted in the atmnic bomb is worldwide 
knowledge already. It is only the know-how of putting that krowledge 
practically to work that is our secret; Just the same as know-how in the 
construction of the and the plane that is folkiwing the the 
greatest long-distance bomber in the world, and the kxKsw-how tozoake 
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automobiles by mass production, and anything else. So far as the 
scientific knowledge is concerned, all the scieniisis know the answer, 
but how to put it to work practically is our secret. 

Q, What I am getting at is, would it apply to letting them in on the 
know-how ? 

THE PKESiDENT. Well, I don't ihiiik it would do any gootl to let them 
in on the know-how, because I tlon’t think they could tio it, anyway. 
You would have to have the industrial plant and our engineering 
ability to do the job, as well as the scientific knowledge, and tlierc 
isn't any reason for trying to keep the scientific knowictige covered up, 
because all the great scientists know it in every country; but the prac- 
tical know-how is our ability to tlo the job. 

Q, Mr. President, what you mean 

THE PRESIDENT. That IS out job. If they catch up wUli us on that, 
they will have to do it on their own hook, just as we dUI. 

Q. You mean, then, that we will not share that knowledge with our 
allies ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Just thc samc as we haven’t shared our engineering 
knowledge, or any of our engineering secrets. But so far as the scien- 
tific knowledge is concerned, they all know that, anyway. 

Q. But so far as the lx>mb secret is concerned, we will not share 
that? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not thc know-how of putting it together, let’s put it 
that way. 

Mr. Ross: Arc you talking on or off thc record, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am talking on thc record, Cliarlic. 

Mr. Ross: You understand that the President is not to l5c directly 
quoted, all you men who arc not familiar with thc rules. 

Q. Mr. President, isn’t Great Britain also in on that know-how? 

THE PRESIDENT. Gicat Britain and Canada, 

Q. Have they 

THE PRESIDENT. They arc our partners. 

Q. ^have they also agreed not to let tlic information out? 

THE PRESIDENT. It hasn’t bccn discussed with them, because we have 
all thc information so far as thc practical know-how is concerned, but I 
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am sure they wouk! agree. You see, Great Britain started the program 
by the cx{>cntHturc of about §100 million in the beginning; and when 
we got into the war» it was decided that it was such a great program 
and required the expemliture of so much money that nobody could do 
it but us, and that was true. We spent more than $2 billion in creating 
it. 

Q. Isn't it true that they couldn’t do it themselves, and neither could 
Canada? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, they COuldll't. 

Q. Wlio are you going to name to conduct conversations with 
Britain and Canada ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thc Secretary of State, 

Q. Will you name any special advisers for him ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 'riiai’s wlwt I havc thc Secretary of State for. 

[2.] Q. Mr. President, on thc general foreign situation, arc you 
disturbed at all, or how tlo you feel about the apparent failure of the 
London conference to protlucc 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think it’s a failure. I think it was one step 
in arriving at a final conclusion. I am not in the slightest alarmed at 
the world situation. It will work out. Just as much as the domestic 
situation will work out in thc long run. 

Mr. Ross: Mr. President, you might want to say a word, in addition 
to what you said yesterday, about world leadership in the application 
of the Golden Rule. 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, tlic world leadership I was referring to was 
leadership in the application of the Golden Rule. I did not want to 
assume t^t we would automatically take leadership in every held, but 
1 think we can take leadership in that thing, that we would treat the 
other nations as we would like to be treated. 

[3.] Q. What do you think accounts for this wave of work stop- 
pages and general labor unrest ? 

THE pisstraNT. Reaction. Reaction of the— from the tremendous 
war etfoit. Everybody feels like letting dovim, and that has been the 
case after every war we have ever fought, the Revolutbn, the War of 
1812, the Meaacan War, War Between the States, Spamsh-American 
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War, the First World War, and this one. Anti tins one, of course, is 
much greater than any of the rest of them, and we arc going to have 
comparatively greater difficulty in getting jKoplc to realize tliat the 
readjustment job is their job. And they will finally realize it. I am 
not worried about it at all. 

Q. Mr. President, there has been a reduction in takcdiome pay in 
most — in many cases. Isn’t that a part of it? 

THE PRESIDENT. To somc extent. Doesn't moke any difference, be- 
cause it would be about the same whether there was a reduction in 
pay or not. Well, that is one of the contributing causes. 

[4,} Q. Mr. President, if we can return to the atomic bomb subject 
for just a minute, sir 

THE PRESIDENT. SUFC. 

Q. have any of these other countries that arc our allies asked 

for the secret of the know-how ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. They have not? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. Mr. President, in that connection, I have read that one of the 
causes for the lack of accord between this country and Russia — or on 
Russia’s part, at !east~-grows out of the fact chat we have the atomic 
bomb, and Russia doesn’t. 

THE PRESIDENT. It isn’t true—ic isn’t true at all. The difficulty, I 
think, is a matter of understanding between us and Russia. There has 
always been a difficulty, principally because we don't speak the same 
language. It is a most difficult matter to translate the meaning of 
what 1 am saying right now into Russian, so it will mean the same 
thing in Russian as st means in English. The same thing is true when 
you translate Russian into English. When I was at the conference with 
Stalin at Berlin, he had an interpreter and I had one, and it took the 
four of us to be sure that we each understood the meaning of the ocher; 
and when we did, there was no difficulty in arriving at an agreement. 

Q. Mr. President, in connection with that last question on the atomic 
bomb subject again, when will you send your message down to 
Congress? 
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THE PRESIDENT. On thc foreign situation ? 

Q. On the atomic bomb. You remember you said at your last 
conference you were going to send one on thc international phase of thc 
bomb 

THE PRESIDENT, That’s right, but I am not ready to do that yet, so I 
can’t make any spNCciHc statement on thc subject. I will do it when I 
get ready. I will tell you about it. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, there has been a lot written about your mak- 
ing some sort of direct appeal to management and labor to get together, 
along the lines of the cooperation you spoke about at the fair? 

THE PRESIDENT. I made it yesterday. 

Q. Is that all ? I see. 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s all. I wouldn’t say that’s all, but I don’t want 
to answer the quesdon. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, not for use now, but when you do make 
your speech at Gilbertsville—wc have been reading thc text of thc 
speech today, preparing for our advance stories— arc you retreating at 
all from your idea of the big basic regional power authorides 

THE PRESIDENT. No,Iamnot. 

Q, directed by the Federal Government ? 

THE PREsnoENT. I am not retreating at all. I think if you read the 
speech carefully, it is consistent and stays with the program as outlined 
in my Hew Orleans speech in X944. You were there, Eddie.' 

Q. Yes, sir. 

[7.] Q. You described this reaction from the war as a letdown, and 
you said you are not terribly wmried about it. Can you elaborate on 
that, and tell us what you foresee in the working out of this thing? 

H nwfini#!Twlmi« infiwigst jp tt. 

TKB PRssxDSNT. Well, 1 think we are facing the g re a te st era in the 
histXMry oi the world, and 1 dbn’t think we need be alarmed at the 
thflf will be in t he way of arriving at the of 

thatera. Itdoesn’t worry m<^ because there hamY been a war in which 
we fought that we finally haven’t come out in wemck better shape than 
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we were previous to the jxrriotl, ami I don’t think there is going to be 
any change from that. 

[8.] Q- Mr. President, if you don’t miiul my going buck to the 
speech 

THE PRESIDENT. ShoOt. 

Q. wiicn you said that in each case you think tlic h»c;d pcopIc^ — 

in your speech I am speaking about the next one — slmuUl make the 
final decision, I didn't know wheilier you were speaking of ilic ticcision 
as to whether greater emphasis shoulii be pnt on Uckh! control, or 
power, or other things, or on tlic decision of wlio wouh! have respon- 
sibility for the operation 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, being from Missouri, I think always of the 
Missouri River as a common example. ’Hiat river has four different 
projects, each one of whicli is imi>urtant in a certain section of that 
river. The river from Sioux City, Iowa, to St. Louis—or from Omaha 
to St. Louis, if you want to make it casicr—is iiiicresictl in I1o<kI control 
first, and then in navigation. From the mouth of the Platte River in 
Nebraska up to Montana, they arc interested in irrigation, and when 
you get to the “clear” sections of the river, in iwwer. 'Hiosc four tilings 
will have to be coordinated, am! each section of the river tlcvclopctl for 
the benefit of the people of the river in those various sections, but there 
isn't any reason why an authority couldn't do that. 

Q. Including TVA? 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s fight. 

Q. Just a question of emphasis ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That's right. 

Q. Your idea is that these other developments in the country should 
be patterned along the lines of the TVA ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think sa I think it has been very successful. The 
Columbia River, I think, can easily be develojied along the lines of the 
TVA, because it’s the same sort of river — it’s a “clear” river, if you 
know what I mean. It doesn’t carry a lot of silt, 

Q, In other words, there were seven other regional authorities, which 
I believe Mr. Roosevelt proposed ; 

THE PRESIDENT. I think SO, ycs. 
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Q. and you were pretty much in accord with that at the time, 

as I remember? 

THE PRKsmi-NT. Tliut’s right. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, to return to the original question, as I get 
your reply, there is notfiing on tlic liorizon, or foreseeable in the im- 
mediate future lltat woulti inlluence your administration to give away 
the engineering know-how to any country? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wc Hcver havc done that, 

Q. That is what I undcrstantl. 

Q. Is anybody in position to use that know-how, if wc offered it to 
them? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. That IS t!ic bcst answer. 

Q. At some future time, Mr. Prc.sidcnt, wouldn*t Russia be able to 
use it? 

THE PRESIDENT, Your gucss IS as good as mine on that. I can’t an- 
swer that. You will have to go there and take a look around. I have 
never been there. 

Q. Arc you going tlicrc ? ( LaugAier] 

THE PRESIDENT. No, SiTiitty,* I am not. 

Q. Said he, hopcf ul ly ! | Afore laughter | 

THE PRESIDENT. I would like Very much to go, and to see Russia as 
it is, for my own information; but, of course, there isn’t a chance of 
my getting to (io that. I think Russia has been badly misrepresented 
in this country, as wc have lieen badly misrepresented in Russia. If 
there is complete understamling, there wouldn’t be very many difficul- 
ties between us, because Russia's interests and ours do not clash, and 
never have, Wc have always been friends, and I hope we always will 
be. 

Q. Are there more difficulties, Mr. President, than merely a quesdon 
of expenditure of the large sums of money in the development of the 
know-how of the atomic Iwmb ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, it’s thc cnginceiing know-how, and it’s the 
scientific knowledge, thc practical use. That is the only difficulty 
there is. 

• MarHoMn Snitli. Unllml Pnw* AtwAtfiatlona, 
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Q. Is it a matter of resources also ? 

THE PiUESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. Mineral resources? 

THE PRESIDENT. RcsouTces and industrial plant, principally. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, you were asked at a White House press con- 
ference one day if the meeting in Berlin was the last of the Big Three 
meetings, as I remember; and you said you didn't know at that time. 

THE PRESIDENT. I don't know yet. 

Q. You don’t know? That story keeps popping up, particularly 
from London, saying that there is another Big Three meeting in the 
wind, 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t know. Your guess is as good as mine. 1 am 
not in on the inside. [ Laughterl 

Q. You can’t write all the copy. 

THE PRESIDENT. Noi, I can’t. That’s the truth. I am tellinig you the 
truth. 

Q. Mr. President, how far would you go into the future on that phase 
of it — not having a meeting now, or in the near future ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, I Can’t go into it because I don’t know what the 
developments will be. If a Big Three meeting would be necessary to 
clarify the program, 1 would not stand in the way of a Big Three 
meeting. In fact, we had a very successful one in l^rlin. At least, / 
riiought it was a successful one. 

Q. In other words, if things--a Big Three meeting would help 
understandings we would have it ? 

THE PRSSISBNT. Cestsunly we would have it. That’s the best an- 
swer. But 1 see no reason for one in the immediate future. 

Reporter: Well, thank you, Mr* President. 

hots: President Tnm»n*f twenty- near Tiptonrille^ TeiWn at 8:15 pjn. 
ninth news conference was hdki on ^ oq Moo^y, October 8, 1945. 
poedb of Linda Lodge on Redfoot Lake, 
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165 Address and Remarks at the Dedication of the Kentucky 
Dam at Gilbcrtsvillc, Kentucky. October 10, 1945 

Ladies and gentlemen: 

Nine years ago the first dam of the Tennessee Valley Authority — 
the Norris Dam on the Clincli River — was dedicated by my illustrious 
predecessor — Franklin D. Roosevelt. At the very start of his Presidency, 
he had the great vision anti foresight to recommend and encourage the 
comprehensive tlevelopment of this entire great Valley. 

It is now a matter of great pritlc to me to detlicate the sixteenth great 
structure built by the TV A — the Kentucky Dam. The system of dams 
across the IVnnessec now puts under the control of man a whole vast 
river — and harnesses it to do his work. I’his has not yet liappcncd on 
any other river. 'I'hc completion of this tlam marks a new high point 
in modern pioneering in America. 

Nine years ago TV A was a highly controversial subject. Today it is 
no longer an experiment, but a demonstration. By all except a small 
minority it is now regarded as a great American accomplishment, of 
which all of us arc proud. 

Here in this great valley American enterprise and courage and skill 
have come through again with a genuine achievement. The TVA does 
not belong to the people of the 1 enncsscc Valley alone. It belongs to 
all the United States. And indeed, it has inspired regional resource 
development all over the world. Distinguished observers from more 
than fifty countries have come to this historic American VaUcy. They 
came here to study what has been done. They went away to try to 
adapt to their own regions the lessons that have been learned here from 
actual experience. 

As a Senator I was always a strong supporter of the TVA. And I can 
say to you that I have never had occasion to regret my suppCMt of the 
TVA and of the idea it represents. Its record has fully justified the 
hopes and the confidence of its old friends. 

But it » more than dams and locks and chemical plants and power 
lines. It is an important experiment in democracy, in if^ administra- 
tsve methods have been devised which bring the people and their Fed- 
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eral Government closer together— not in Washington, but right wIrtc 
the people live. Here in this Valley there has been firmly established 
the basic principle of development of resources on an autonomous 
regional basis. 

Why has TVA succcedc<i so well } Why docs it have the esteem of the 
people of this Valley, and attract the attention of other regions of 
America, and of the entire world lb me the answer is clear— TVA 
is just plain commonscnsc. It is commonsense intched up to modern 
science and good management. And t!iat‘s al>out all there is to it. 

Instead of going at the river piecemeal with a tlam here ant! a dam 
there, tlic river was trcatetl as a whtde, 1*1jc tlams were ail ticsigned so 
that they wouUi fit together as a unit atul in lliat way get the most 
service out of the river for mankind. 

Consider Kentucky Dam itself. This dam will hohl hack four mil- 
lion acre feet of flood water from the lower Ohiti and Mississippi Rivers, 
The people behind the Icvccs on those rivers know how much that will 
mean to them in protection from disaster. When the ilanger of flood 
is past, those flood waters arc not to be wastci!, I hey will be put 
through the water wheels here at the tlam to proiiucc great <iuanttties of 
electricity. That electricity will rush to scrs'c the [Koplc of the Valley, 
their homes anti farms and industries. 

Kentucky Dam also provulcs a dcc|vwatcr, navigaldc channel 183 
miles long. The other TV'A dams carry that reliable deep water chan- 
nel all the way to Knoxville in cast Tennessee, 6*;o miles .nw'ay. As a 
result, the South and the Middle West of this Nation arc now con- 
nected by water transportation. The Ijcncfiis of tliis tlam go not only 
to the Tennessee Valley; they go to Saint Paul ami Minneaprdis, to New 
Orleans and Memphis, to Saint Louis ami Kansas City, to Omaha and 
Sioux City— to all the communities in the great Mississippi Valley that 
arc served by our inland waterways. 

In addition to power and flood control and navigation, there is recrea- 
tion. TVA has joined with tltc various States and local communities 
in the development of great lakes here in the South. Here we have 
boating, Ashing, and hunting where thousands upon thousand.s of 
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people in the Tennessee Valley and the Middle West may enjoy them- 
selves. 

As President Roosevelt said when he first recommended the creation 
of the Tennessee Valley Authority in April of 1933: 

. . The usefulness of the entire Tennessee River . . . transcends 
mere power development; it enters the wide fields of flood control, soil 
erosion, afforestation, elimination from agricultural use of marginal 
lands, and distribution and diversification of industry.” 

His prophecy has been fulfilled, for in the TVA the Congress has 
provided for a tying together of all the things that go to make up a well 
rounded economic development. 

It is easy to see that most of these commonsense principles can be 
applied to other valleys, and I have already recommended to the Con- 
gress that a start be made in that direction. Careful planning and 
commonsense development can convert the idle and wasting resources 
of other valleys into jobs anti better living. 

No two valleys arc exactly alike, of course. For that reason, the 
details of just how this region or that region should be developed are 
matters that require study and judgment in each particular case. The 
procedure in each valley may have to be a little different. The details 
of administration and control may have to be different. But the under- 
lying commonsense principles of this development here in the Tennessee 
Valley can provide guidance and counsel to the people in other regions 
who likewise aspire to put their resources to the greatest use. 

Let me empl^size that in the last analysis such development is a 
matter for the people themselves to decide. Here in this Valley, State 
and local agencies, public and private, have joined with TVA in a two* 
way partnership* This was a natural result of the policy of regional 
decentralxzatkm. That same policy ought to be followed in the other 
river valleys as regional agencies are created by the Congress and set to 
work. 

We must contmue all over the United States to wage war against fiood 
and drou^t. Our vast store of natural resources can be made to serve 
us in peace with the same efficiency as they did in war. We should exer- 
cise our oommonsense, go ahead, and contmue to get the job done. 


— u 
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Much has already been done in the past 12 years on river develop- 
ment in other parts of the country—on the CoUiiul)ia and C'olonulo, 
on the Missouri, on the rivers of the Central Valley of California. They 
are all designed to make the rivers aiul tiicir generous bounty .serve 
instead of injuring mankind. 

Waters are now being harnessed and changetl iruo electricity— elec- 
tricity which has helped supply the weapons of victory iit war — elec- 
tricity which can be used to improve tlic stantlanfvS of living am! comfort 
and efficiency in the farms and homes of thou.sands of American 
families. Waters are now making crops grow on laiui where recently 
there was only desert dust. 

The valleys of America await their full development. The time has 
come — ^now that materials and manpower .arc more plentiful — to prcjss 
forward. The days of the pioneer arc not tleatl. The tlcvclopmcnt of 
our natural resources calls for men of courage, of vision, of endurance, 
just as in the pioneering days of old. 

The Nation, I am sure, is determined to marc!) forward. We will 
not listen to the whispers of the timid, titac dreams like those of tiie 
Tennessee Valley are impo.ssibIc to accomplish. In the great valleys 
of America there is a challenge to all that is l)cst in our tradition. 
Ahead of us lies a great adventure in building even stronger the foun- 
dations of our beloved country. America w'ill not hesitate to meet 
that challenge. 

[Informal remar l(s at the conclusion of the address] 

Now t want to say to you how very happy and how glatl I am to 
your guest here today. I am particularly glad because Senator Barkley 
and Congressman Gregory informed me that people always turn out 
like this for them when they come home. Barkley wliisjiercd to me 
coming over here that if people keep treating him like this, there is no 
possible way for him to retire from public life. I hope that time will 
never come, because Barkley is a good public servant. 

As for Congressman Gregory, I had the pleasure of giving him his 
first plane ride the other day. He said he didn't like riding in a plane. 
A lot of people arc averse to riding in a plane, even my wife hates to 
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ride in a plane; but after I got Gregory aboard, he confessed that if 
he was going to get his neck broken, he would just as soon break his 
neck with Barkley and me as anybody he knew. 

I hope that the development of this great Valley here will result in 
the development of our other river valleys along the same line. You 
know, our resources have barely been touched. Some of our natural 
resources — lumber, for instance — have been exhausted by senseless de- 
forestation. We are trying to remaly that situation now by 
reforestation. 

This great development has proven conclusively that a free people 
can do anything that is necessary for the welfare of the human race as 
a whole. We created the greatest production machine in the history 
of the world. We made that machine operate, to the disaster of the 
dictators. Now then, we want to keep that machine operating. We 
must keep that machine operating. We have just discovered the 
source of the sun's power — atomic energy; that is, we have found out 
how to turn it loose. We had to turn it loose in the beginning for 
destruction. We are not going to use it for destruction any more, I 
hope. But that tremendous source of energy can create for us the 
greatest age in the history of the world if we are sensible enough to 
put it to that use and to no other. I think we are going to do just that. 
I think our Allies are going to cooperate with us in peace, just as we 
cooperated with them in war. 

I think we can look forward to the greatest age in history, and I have 
said that every time I have had an opportunity to address anybody. 
The greatest age in history is upon us. We must assume that respon- 
sibility. We are going to assume it, and every one of you, and all of 
us, are going to get in and work for the welfare of the wc»rld in peace, 
just as we worked for the welfare of the world in war. That is abso< 
lutely essential and necessary. 

We are having our little troubles now^~a few of them. They are 
not serioua—just a blowup after the letdown from war. You remember 
what a terrible time we had the first two days after the Japanese folded 
up. Everybody had to blow ofi steam. Well, there is still some of 
that steam that wants to be blown off, and we still have a few selfish 
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men who think more of their own personal iincrcsts than tlicy tlo of 
the public welfare. 

But they arc not going to prevail. You arc not going to let them pre- 
vail. You are going to force cvcrybo<ly to get into this harness, anti 
push and pull until that great age I am prophesying etJincs about. 

We can’t do it tomorrow. Wc c.'in't tlo it next mtinrh. We prolv 
ably can’t do it all next year. It is going to take some time for us to 
realize just exactly what wc have anti wlial wc will tlo with it. 

Now, let’s ail go home and go to work. Cut f>ut iftc foolislmcss anti 
make this country what it ought to be— the greatest natitin the sun has 
ever shone upon. 

Thank you very much, 

166 Statement by the President on the Anniversary tti 
the Chinese Republic. October 10, 194^ 

THE AMERICAN PEOPLE today jt«n the |wjplc ot all free nations 
in saluting the people of China upon this ihirry-fourili anniversary of 
China’s national revolution. For the first time in ft»urrecii ye.ir5 Cliina 
is able to celebrate the Double Tenth widiout fear of aggression. The 
tremendous sacrifices which the Chinese pcojdc matlc for so long in 
their stirring and effective resistance to the Japanese invader have finally 
been rewarded in complete victory over tlic enemy, and the American 
people take pride in the decisive role played by our gallant ally in this 
titanic struggle for world freedom. 

With final victory in the war .achieved, China now faces the urgent 
problems of reconstruction of her dcvastaicil nation — a task which will 
require ail of the inspirctl leadership and full eo<i|K*ration of the 
Chinese people which have been so evident iluring these years of 
desperate struggle for survival anti without whicli Japan’s savage aims 
of aggression might have succccticd. 

On behalf of the American people I take pleasure in reaffirming our 
abiding faith in the ability of the Chinese nation to acctunplish ilic 
democratic objectives established for it by Dr. Sun Yal sen and in pledg- 
ing our assistance and support to the attainment of this cml. 
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167 Remarks on Presenting the Congressional Medal of 
Honor to Fifteen Members of the Armed Forces. 
October 12, 1945 


WELL, once again I have had a very great privilege. I would rather 
do what I have been doing this morning than any other one of my 
arduous duties. This one is a pleasure. 

When you look at these young men, you see the United States of 
America, the greatest republic on earth, the country that can meet any 
situation when it becomes necessary. 

These young men were doing their duty. They didn’t think they 
were being heroes. They didn't think they were doing anything un- 
usual. They were just doing what the situation called for. 

As I have told the rest of these young men who have been here before 
me, I would much rather have that Medal around my neck than to be 
President of the United States. It is the greatest honor that can come 
to a man. It b an honor that all of us strive for, but very few of us 
ever achieve. 

Now these young men will go back and become ddzens of this great 
country, and they will make good citizens; and you won't find any of 
them bragging about what they have done or what they propose to do. 
They are just going to be good citizens of the United States, and they are 
going to help us take this Republic to its leadership in the world, where 
it belongs, and where it has belonged for the past 25 years. 

Thank you very much for giving me thb pleasure and thb privilege. 


Nora: The pretenuitioo was made by 
the President in a oefcmony on the 
South Lawn at the While House. The 
Congressional Medal ol Honor was 
awar^ to the following mem- 
bers ci the Aimed Forces hram die 
Eurt^pean and Pacific dieaters: CpL T. 
A. Atkins, CpL Edwaid A. Beisnett, 


Cpl. M. E. Biddle, Cape. f. M. Burt, 
Cpl . C B. Craft. Cpl. Desmond T. Doss, 
T. SgL P. V. Homer, T. Sgt. C H. 
Karaberis, Sgt. T. J. KeUy, Sgt D. h 
Kentetter, Sgt N. Oresko, T. Sgt C. 
Rodriguez, lat Lt E. A. :^lk, ^ Le. 
J. C. S^ofgttn, and 1 ^ W, A. Soder- 
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i68 Letter to Representative Powcil of New York Rcjtartling 
the Refusal of Permission to His Wife for a Omeert in 
Constitution Hall. October 12, 1945 


'Dear Congressman Powell: 

I have your telegram in which you inform me that your wife, Miss 
Hazel Scott, has been refused the use of Constitution Hall for a concert 
on October twentieth. 

Artistic talent is not the exclusive pro|>criy of any one race or group. 
One of the marks of a democracy is its willingness to rcs|»ect ami re- 
ward talent without regard to race or origin. 

We have just brought to a successful conclusion a war against totali- 
tarian countries which made racial discrimination their state policy. 
One of the first steps taken by the Nazis when they came to |x>wcr 
was to forbid the public appearance of artists and musicians whose 
religion or origin was unsatisfactory to the “Master-race.** 

I am sure that you will realize however the im|Kisstbitity of any inter- 
ference by me in the management or policy of a private enterprise 
such as the one in question. 

Very sincerely, 

Hammy S. Truman 


note: The White House also released 
a telegram from Mrs. Truman to Rep- 
resentative Powell, acknowledging his 
telegram o£ October 1 1 concerning the 
invitation she had accepted to attend a 
tea given by the Daughters of the 
American Revolution, who had refused 


permission to Miss Scott to give a con- 
cert in ConMituiion I fall. In her tele- 
gram Mrs. Truman called attention to 
the fact that the invitation was extended 
and accepted prior to the controversy 
over the use of Constitution Hall by 
Miss Scott. 


169 Special Message to the Congress on Puerto Rico. 

October 16, 1945 

To the Co»gr«r of the United States: 

It is the setded policy of this Government to promote the political, 
social and economic development of people who have not yet attained 
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full self-government, aiul eventually to make it possible for them to 
determine their own form of government. 

It is our priilc iliat this policy was faithfully pursued in the ease of 
the Philippines. The people of the Philippines determined that they 
dcsircil |Hjlitic:d irulcpcndcnce, and the Government of the United 
States imulc provision to this clTcct. 

It is now lime, in my opinion, to ascertain from the people of Puerto 
Rico their wisltcs as to the ultimate status which they prefer, and, 
within such limits as may be determined by the Congress, to grant 
to them the kind of government which they desire. 

The present form of government in the Islantl appears to he unsatis- 
factory 10 a large numl»er of its inhabitants. DifTcrent groups of people 
in Puerto Rico arc advocating various changes in the present form of 
government. 

These advocated changes include different possibilities: (i) the right 
of the Puerto Ricans to elect their own Governor with a witicr measure 
of local self-government: (2) Statehood for Puerto Rico*, (3) complete 
indc|Kndcnce; anti (4) a Dominion form of government. 

Each of these propositions is being urged in the Island, and each 
has its own .ndvocates. Uncertainty has been created among the people 
as to |ust what the future of Puerto Rico is to be. These uncertainties 
should Ikt cleared away at an early date. 

To this cntl, 1 recommend tliat the Congress consider each of the 
pro{x»als, and that legislation be enacted submitting various alternatives 
to titc ficople of Puerto Rico. In that way, the Congress can ascertain 
what the people of Puerto Rico themselves most desire for their political 
future. 

However, in the interest of good faith and comity between the people 
of Puerto Rico and those of us who live on the mainland, Congress 
should not submit any proposals to the Puerto Ricans which the Con- 
gress is not prepared to enact hnally into law. We should be prepared 
to carry into efif^ect whatever options are placed before the people of 
Puerto Rico, once the Puerto Ricans have expressed their preference. 

I hope chat this problem can be considered by the Congress at an 
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early date, and that appropriate legislation be enacted designed to make 
definite the future status of Puerto Rico. 

Harry S. Tri'Nian 

note: a bill providing for the organi- Res. 4t« .ippnning ihc* eoiniitiuion of 
zaiion of a constitutional governineni by ihc Coittinonwc.iUh 1*1 Puerto Rten, as 
the people of Puerto Rico (S. 3336)* enacted July j, los*. »» Public l.4vv 447, 
as enacted July 3, 1050, is Public Law 8jd Congrts' (6t» Slat, t» 7 J» "^buh Ik- 
600, 81st Congress (64 Stat. 319). H.L came effective on July as, tysa. 


170 Statement by the President Following the \‘isit of 
President Rios of Chile. October 16, 1945 

PRESIDENT RfOS of Chile left Washingimi ycsieni.iy after an official 
visit, during which it was my privilege to have him as a guest at the 
White House. It was a great pleasure to meet him, not only as a friend 
and statesman, but also as the representative of a demr^rattc people and 
a functioning democracy. 

We discussed the mutual desire to strcngtiitn the solidarity of the 
republics of the Western Hemisphere on the basis of the ideals for which 
the war was fought and won. 

1 71 Memorandum on the Community War Fund Giinpaign 
in the National Capital Area. October 17, 1945 

To the Heads of the Executive Departments and dgeneiet: 

Analysis of the present situation in the Community War Fund tlrivc 
in the government service shows that to date only $900,625 has been 
pledged, or 41.6 percent of the Government’s quota. There arc only 13 
days left in which to complete the quota, and clear the way for the 
Victory Bond drive. 

I ask the members of the Cabinet and heads of independent establish- 
ments of the Federal and District Governments in tliis metropolitan 
area to do their utmost personally to hasten the coverage of their depart- 
ments and agencies and to explain to the c^cials and employees under 
them the real necessity for obtaining the funds necessary to keep the 
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varitHis welfare aiu! service or|*ani/.ations supjH>rted by the Fund going 
successfully t»»r anuiher year. 

I believe that a genercjus rcs|t«»nsc luuy be ex|H.*ctcd if it can be made 
clear lu every<Mie rhal these services are still needed, in spite of the 
cessation of hostilities, to aiil and comfort onr Arinctl Forces at home 
an»i abroail, to give assist.mcc to our allies in lands devastated by the 
war, and m mainiaitt in our own locality the Community Chest activities 
which are so essential to the health aiul welfare of onr National Capital. 
The fail that more than half of these latter services tluring the past year 
were rendered to government employees makes me feel certain that all 
will wislt toconirilntte. 

dwelve gijvertnnenr .igcncics have already cxcecdrtl their quota. I 
ask the others tt» push the campaign so that the quota may be rcachcti 
in lime to avoid overlapping the Victory lloiul Drive. This will call for 
immediate lueasnres on the part of ilepariment heads to speed up the 
campaign. It will aUo require s|iccial devotion aiul effort on the part 
of all the volunteer workers, .ts well as syinpatltciic understanding and 
rcsjvonsc on the part <»f those asked to contriluite. 

Harry S. Truman 


172 I’lie President's News Conference of 
Ot fuhrr iH, 

TitR MiRsttuNT, I have HO particular announcements to make toilay, but 
I thought maylH: you might like to ask me some questions and would 
rather come in ami do it. 

{ i.j i), Mr. President, do you think the passage of the Hatch-Ball* 
Burton bill at this time might be helpful ? 

TMK pRKstoR.sT. I am not familiar enough with the provisions of the 
Hatch-Ball Burton bill, liccause it was introduced just a short time 
before I left the Senate, and I can't answer the question. 

(2.] Q. Mr. President, Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek says in an 
interview tmlay with the U.P. that he had told the late President Roose- 
velt that the fate of the Emperor of Japan should be decided by the 
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Japanese people tliemseivcs, tlirough free elections. Is tficrc any such 
plan ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not tliat I know of. I think it's a gooti plan, how> 
ever. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, Mr. Snyder in a .series of .speeches intlicated 
that it is his purpose to hold the line firmly on price stabili/auUm, wliiic 
letting management and labor bargain it out collectively within the 
present price structure. Does that represent the settled policy of the 
administration? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is ill accordancc with the Ivsccuiive orticr of 
August 18 which I read to you, I think, at another press conference.* 

Q. Mr. President, in that connection, after a talk with yt»ii the other 
day, Mr. Garrison said that you h.id asked or suggcstcii .some machinery 
outside the War Lalx>r Board for wage aiul price settlements. Could 
you tell us anything about your ideas on that |X}int ? 

THE PRESIDENT. We arc discussing that tomorrow at a Cabinet meet- 
ing. I will have an announcement to make on it, I think, after the 
Cabinet meeting. 

Q. Is there anything you might say at this iwint alxiut the type of 
machinery? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, thcrc isn*t. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, have you received any message from Mr. 
Stalin lately? 

THE PRESIDENT. No — ycs, I havc received one message, but it was 
merely a formal message in answer to some former correspondence. 
It had nothing to do with the present situation. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 

[5.] Q. Havc there been any developments looking toward resump- 
tion or possible elevation to the executive level of die London 
Council 

THE PRESIDENT. I couldn*t hcar you. 

Q. Havc there been any developments looking toward carrying 
through to the Truman-Stalin level the difficulties that developed in 
London ? 

S£te« Item 157 [51. 
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TUB PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. In other words, there is no liig Three meeting now planned? 

THE PRESIDENT. Noi in contemplation. 

Q. Do you know W'hy the Russian Ambassador came back here? 

THE PRESIDENT. I wish I did. {Lattg/itcr\ It seems to be interesting 
to most everybotly. I sup{K}sc he was on his own personal business. 

Q. Mr. Pfcsiticnt, is the State Department — or you — taking any ini- 
tiative in any way to attempt to break the stalemate that developed in 
London, and has now developed here, on the Far East ? 

THE PRESIDENT. In corrcspcjndcncc with the other governments. I 
hope it wit! eventuatiy be worked out. 1 am sure it will. 

Q. Does that correspondence, sir, I presume, include Mr. Stalin as well 

8 S'"""'"*"'* 

THE PRESIDENT. Naturally. It includes all the interested governments. 

Q. Is that more than the Big Five, or just the Big Five? 

'mi PRKsiD&HT. All the interested governments in the Far East. There 
are 10 or 12. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, would you favor repeal of the Smiths 
Connally Act— the labor disputes act? 

THE PEEsioBNT. That matter b to be considered by the Congress. It 
b up to them to decide what ought to be done with that. When it 
comes up for constderadon, 1 shall express an opinion on it. 

Q. Mr. President, could you cast any light on the sudden determina- 
tion of John L. Lewb to call off the coal strike? Were there any con- 
ferences— 

THE pEBsmENT. Mr. Lcwb stated that he did it in the pubUc interest, 
Eidiich made me very happy. If all these gentlemen wBl work in the 
public interest, you wiU have very little trouble. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, what b the administration's policy on the 
aluminum plants owned by the Government? 

mx piBtiDBNT. The polky has not been established as yet, but we 
hope as many of them as possiMe will be kept in operationu 

Q. By the Government? 

narmamm. No. By private industry. 

Q. Would you favor Government tidiindiet to ran dbete plants? 
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THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think it will be necessary. 

[8.] Q, Mr. President, is there anything you can tell us as to the 
length or content of your message to Congress 'rucsthty ^ 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I will fumish you that message in plenty of 
time so you can study it before I deliver it. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, I was wonticring if Attorney General Clark 
has made any recommendation on that district judgeship vacancy out 
in Kansas? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, hc hasn’t. 

Q. You haven’t made up your mind ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. I haven’t considered it at all. I just signed the 
bill yesterday. 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, have you had any further correspondence 
with Mr. Attlee relative to the Palestine question ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not fight recently. I hat! quite .t voluminous cor- 
respondence with him at one time, and matlc some suggestions to !»m, 
which are still being considered. 

Q. The time ripe yet for disclosure of his reply, or of your original 
note? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, becausc the matter is still under consideration by 
the British Government, and I don’t want to apjHiar to l>c pushing them 
unduly. I think that request which I made of Mr. Attlee was a rea- 
sonable one, and I am hoping that hc will comply with it. I asked 
him to admit a hundred thousand Jews into Palestine.' 

Q, That would seem to indicate that his reply that has been received 
here was not conclusive? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc didn’t Want to admit as many as I asked him to. 

Q. Was the figure quoted in Congress as 1,800 a month approxi- 
mately correct? 

THE PRESIDENT. No— wcll, it IS approximately correct, but it is more 
than that. He would agree to more than that. 

[xi.] Q. Mr. President, is there anything you can tell us on the se- 
lection for Chairman of the Federal Deposit Insurance ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. No dccision has been reached on it. 

> S«e Xtem Z8S. 
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fi2 . 1 Q. Mr, Prcsuknt, there has been some talk on the Hill that 
you have urget! prompt action on the atomic bomb bill, which is in 
your message. I>o you object to the resiunptian of hearings, and to a 
delay of 2 or 3 weeks on that legislation } 

TiiK pRKsint.NT. 1 want the Congress to have all the information that 
it feels it neeih, so that it can legislate intclligcnily, but I don’t tiiink 
there might robe any uiuhic tlelay. 

( 13.] Q. Mr. Prcsitleni, have your plans crystalliml for the period 
hclwccn your Cileorgia trip ami your next Missouri trip in about 10 
days ? 

THE PREsintNT. I will bc fight here at this desk, 

0 * Vou arc not going to i’loritia ? 

THE PRtMUl NT. No. 

Q. In titlier words, you arc coming back from Warm Springs to 
Washington ? 

THE i*RtsimNT, Thai’s right. I will bc right here at this desk. 

{ i.|. j Q. Mr. President, Members of (kingrcss returning from over- 
seas critici/.c UNRRA very severely. Do you have any other plan in 
mint! for relief, other than UNRRA ? 

THE i*RFsiiHNT. No, TluTt IS an implemented ami agreed on plan 
between the inicresictl governments, am! unless we want to a.ssumc the 
W'hole bunlen ourselves, we will have to go through UNRRA. 

Q. WouUI you consUlcr the latter ? 

THE t*RFsit»tNT. No, I wouUl not, I thiiik every nation ought to as- 
sume its part of the burden. 

ji5.j Q, Mr. President, returning to the atomic Iwinb question, 
docs the .M.iy Jolinson bill seem sarishaciory to ytiu? 

THE PRFsinENT, 1 think it is satisfactory. 1 don't know, liccause I 
h.avcn‘l simltctl it carefully. When it comes up here for me to sign it, 
1 will make up my mind on what I shall tlo with it. It is substantially 
in line w'iih the suggestion in the mes.s.age« I think. 

Re|x>rtcrs: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note: President Trunman’i thirtieth at the White House at 10505 a.m. on 
news I'oijfcfrmc sva» held in ho ortue ’nuirs<lay, Ocioher 18, 19^5. 
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1^1 Statement by the President on the Anniversary of the 
Founding of the Czecho-slovak Republic. 

October 22, 1945 

ON THE anniversary of Czechoslovak indcpciuleiu'c I wish to extend 
my own personal greetings and the wholclicartcd eoiigratidaiions of 
the American people to Presitlcnt Penes and the people of Czecho- 
slovakia. This commemoration of the fomuUng of the Czechoslovak 
Republic is of particular significance in marking the first time since the 
German occupation that the Czechoslovak people have lieen able to 
celebrate their independence in their own homclaiul as a free people. 

The realization that the principles of dcincKTacy and freedom* out of 
which the Republic was born twenty-seven years ago, have been vic- 
torious in two world wars, will inspire tlic Czechoslovak people to 
make once more their contribution to work! peace. 

The American people watch with sympatlictic interest the diligent 
efforts now being made by the Czechoslovak people to erase the effects 
of the Nazi rule and to restore their inde{>ent!ent national life on the 
traditions w'hich have always been idcntifietl with the Czechoslovak 
Republic. I am confident that the American |icoplc will au! the 
Czechoslovak people in every way possible to achieve this goal. 


174 Address Before a Joint Session of the Congress on 
Universal Military Training. October 23, 1945 

Mr. Speaker, Mr, President^ and Members of the Congress of the 
United States: 

In my message to the Congress of September 6, 1945 , 1 stated that I 
would communicate further with respect to a long range program of 
national military security for the United States. ! now present to the 
Congress my recommendations with respect to one essential part of 
this program— universal training. 

The United States now has a fighting strength greater than at any 
other time in our history. It is greater than that of any other nation in 
the world. 
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Wc arc strong because of many things: our natural resources which 
we have so tliligcntly tlcvclopctl; our great farms and mines, our fac- 
tories, shipyards am! industries whicii wc have so energetically created 
am! operated. But above all else, we arc strong because of the courage 
and vigor am! skill of a liberty loving people who are determined that 
this nation shall remain forever free. 

Willi tnir strength comes grave res|xmsibility. With it must also 
come a continuing sense of leatlership in the world for justice and peace. 

I’or years to come the success of our efforts for a just and lasting peace 
will vlcpcnd upon the strength of those who arc determined to main- 
tain that peace. We intend to use all our moral influence and all our 
physical sirciigtli to work for that kint! of peace. Wc can ensure such 
a peace only so loitg as wc remain strong. Wc must face the fact that 
peace must Ik* built ujHin power, as well as upon good will and good 
deals. 

Our determination to remain powerful denotes no lack of faith in 
the United Nations f>rgani/.aiion. On the contrary, with all the might 
wc have, we intend iti h.ick our oblig,ttion.s ami commitments under 
the Unitci! Nations Charter. Indeed, the sincerity of our intention to 
supiHjrt the Organisation will \k judged partly by our willingness to 
maintain the jmwer with which to assist other peace-loving nations to 
enforce its authority. It is only by strength that wc can impress the 
fact upon iXKsible future aggressors that wc will tolerate no threat to 
peace or lil>crty. 

To maintain that |H»wcr wc must act now. Tlic latent strength of 
our untrained citizenry is no longer suflicient protection. If attack 
should come again, there would lie no time under conditions of modern 
war to tlcvclop that latent strength into the necessary fighting force. 

Never again can wc count on the luxury of time with which to arm 
ourselves. In any future war, the heart of the United States would be 
the enemy’s first target. Our geographical security is now gone — ^gonc 
with the advent of the rolxg bomb, the rocket, aircraft carriers and 
modern atrliornc armies. 

The surest guaranty that no nation will dare again to attack us is 
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to remain strong in the only kind of strcngtii an aggressor under- 
stands — ^military power. 

To preserve the strength of our nalicm, the alternative hefore us is 
clear. We can maintain a large standing Army, Navy, anti Air Force. 
Or we can rely upon a comparatively small regular Army, N.tvy and 
Air Force, supported by well trained citizens, who in time of emer- 
gency could be quickly mobilized. 

I recommend the secontl course — that we <lcjientl for our security 
upon a comparatively small professional armct! f(»rce, reinforcctl by a 
well trained and effectively organizetl citizen reserve. 'I'hc backbone 
of our military force shouhl be the trained citizen who is first ami fore- 
most a civilian, and who becomes a soUlier or a s.ul<jr only in time of 
danger — ^and only when Congress considers it necessary. This plan 
is obviously more practical and economical. It conforms more closely 
to long-standing American tradition. 

In such a system, however, the citizen reserve must be a trained re- 
serve. We can meet the need for a trained reserve in only one way — 
by universal training. 

Modern war is fought by experts— -from the atomic scientist in his 
laboratory to the fighting man with his intricate modern we.ipons. 
The day of the minute man w!io sprang to tlic flintlock hanging on his 
wall is over. Now it takes many months for men to become skillctl in 
electronics, aeronautics, ballistics, meteorology, ami all the other sci- 
ences of modern war. If another national emergency should come, 
there would be no time for this complicated training. Men must be 
trained in advance. 

The sooner we can bring the maximum number of trained men into 
service, the sooner will be the victory and the less tragic the cost. Uni- 
versal training is the only means by which we can l»c prcparcti right at 
the start to throw our great energy and our tremendous force into the 
battle. After two terrible experiences in one generation, we have 
learned that this is the way — the only way— to save human lives and 
material resources. 

The importance of universal training has already been recognized by 
the Congress, and the Congress has wisely taken the initiative in this 
program. 
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The Select Committee of the House of Representatives on Postwar 
Military Policy has organized hearings and has heard extended testi- 
mony from representatives of churches and schools, labor unions, vet- 
erans organizations, the armed services, and many other groups. After 
careful consideration the Committee has approved the broad policy 
of universal military training for the critical years ahead. I concur 
in that conclusion, and strongly urge the Congress to adopt it. 

In the present hour of triumph, we must not forget our anguish 
during the days of Bataan. We must not forget the anxiety of the days 
of Guadalcanal. In our desire to leave the tragedy of war behind us, 
we must not make the same mistake that we made after the first World 
War when we sank back into helplessness. 

I recommend that we create a postwar military organization which 
will contain the following basic elements: 

First — A comparatively small regular Army, Navy and Marine 
Corps j 

Second — A greatly strengthened National Guard and Organized Re- 
serve for the Army, Navy and Marine Corps; 

Third — A General Reserve composed of all the male citizens of the 
United States who have received training. 

The General Reserve would be available for rapid mobilization in 
time of emergency, but it would have no obligation to serve, either 
in this country or abroad, unless and until called to the service by an 
Act of the Congress. 

In order to provide this General Reserve, I recommend to the Con- 
gress the adoption of a plan for Universal Military Training. 

Universal Military Training is not conscription. The opponents of 
training have labcl^ it conscription, and by so doing, have confused 
the minds of some of our citizens. “Conscription" is compulsory serv- 
ice in the Army or Navy in time peace or war. Trainees under this 
proposed legislation, however, would not be enrolled in any of the 
armed services. They would be civilians in training. They would be 
no closer to membership in the armed forces than if they had no train- 
ing. Special rules and regulations would have to be adopted for their 
organization, discipline and welfare. 
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Universal training is not intcmlctl to take the place of the present 
Selective Service System. The Selective Service System is now being 
used to furnish replacements in the armed forces for tlic veterans of this 
war who are being discharged. 

Only the Congress could ever draw trainees under a Universal Train- 
ing Program into the Army or the Navy. And if lliut time ever came, 
these trainees could be inducted only by a selective process, as they were 
inducted for World War I and World War H. The great difTercncc 
between having universal training and no training, however, is tliat, 
in time of emergency, those who wouUl be selected for actual military 
service would already have been basically trained. 

That difference may be as much as a year’s time. 'I'liat dilTcrcnce 
may be the margin between the sur\'ival and the destruction of this 
great nation. 

The emphasis in the training of our young men will not he on mere 
drilling. It will be on the use of all the instruments ant! weapons of 
modern war. The training will offer every qualified young man 
a chance to perfect himself for the service of his country in some mili- 
tary specialty. 

Under the plan which I propose, provisions should lie matic within 
the armed services to help trainees improve their educational status. 
The year of universal training should provide ample opportunity for 
self-improvement. Some part of the training could be used to develop 
skills which would be useful in future civilian life Just as such skills 
have been developed during the present war. 

The period of training could well be used to raise the physical stand- 
ards of the nation’s manpower, to lower its illiteracy rate, and to develop 
in our young men the ideals of responsible American citizenship. 

Medical examinations of the young trainees would do much toward 
removing some of the minor disabilities which caused the rejection of 
so many men during this war by the Selective Service System. 

The moral and spiritual welfare of our young people should be a 
consideration of prime importance, and, of course, facilities for worship 
in every faith should be available. 

But the basic reason for universal training is a very simple onc—to 
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guarantee the safety and freedom of the United States against any 
potcniia! aggressor. The other benefits are all by-protlucts — useful in- 
dcctl, but still by-products. The fundamental need is, and always will 
be, the national security of the United States, ami the safety of our 
homes and our loved ones. 

Since training alone is involved, and not actual military service, no 
exemptions shouUl lie allowed for occupation, dependency, or for any 
otlier reason except total physical disqualification. 

All men should be included in the training, whether physically quali- 
fied for actual combat service or not. 'I'licrc should be a place into 
which every young American can fit in the service of our country. 
Some would be trained for combat, others would lie trained for what- 
ever war service they arc physically and mentally qualified to perform. 

I recommcml that the training should l>c for one year. Each young 
man should enter training either at the age of eighteen or upon his 
graduation from high school-— whichever is later; but in any event 
before his twentieth birthday. A trainee who completes his high 
school education in hts seventeenth year should be eligible, with parental 
consent, to enter the course of training. 

After the first few months of training, selected trainees who are not 
physically qualified for military service could be trained in certain 
skills so that if war came, they could take their places in shipyards, 
munitions factories and similar industrial plants. 

Upon completion of a full year's training, the trainee would become 
a member of the General Reserve for a period of six years. After that 
he should be placed in a secondary reserve status. 

Present personnel in the Army and Navy Reserves would, of course, 
be retained, and the new trainees would provide the source from which 
Reserves of the future would draw their personnel. 

Commissions wcHild be granted to qualified men who complete the 
course of training and who then take addidonal instruction in Officer 
Candidate Schools, in the Reserve Officers Training Corps or Naval 
Reserve Officers Training Corps. Outstanding trainees could be 
selected after an adequate period of training, and sent to college with 
Government financial aid, on condition that they return, after gradua* 
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tion and with ROTC training, as junior officers fcjr a year or more of 
additional training or service. 

Such a system as I have outlinctl would provitlc a deiiuKTutic and 
efficient military force. It would be a constant l>ulwark in sup|>ort of 
our ideals of government. It would constitute tlic backlMinc of defense 
against any possible future act of aggression. 

It has been suggested in some quarters tliat there shouUl he no univer- 
sal training until the sha^ic of the |wacc is better known, ant! until the 
military needs of this country can estimaicii ami our commitments 
under the United Nations Organization can be <leterminc»l. But it is 
impossible today to foresee the future, h is tiiificult at any time to 
know exactly wdiat our resiwnsibiliries will rc<|uire in the way of force. 
We do know that if we arc to have available a force when ncctlcil, the 
time to begin preparing is right now. 

The need exists totlay — and must be met tmlay. 

If, at some later time, conditions change, tlien tlic prtigram can be 
rce.xamined and revalued. At the present time we h.tve the necessary 
organization, the required camp installations, am! the essential equijv 
ment and training grounds immctliafcly available for use in a training 
program. Once we disband and scatter this set-up, it will be much 
harder and more expensive to rcestuhlisit the necessary facilities. 

The argument has been made that compulsory training violates tradi- 
tional American concepts of liberty ami dcnuieracy, am! even that it 
would endanger our system of government by creating a [xjwcrful mili- 
tary caste. The purpose of the program, however, is just the contrary. 
And it will have just the contrary result. The ohjcciivc is not to train 
professional soklicrs. It is to train citizens, so that if aiu! when the 
Congress should declare it necessary for them to become soUlicrs, they 
could do so more quickly and more efficiently, A large trained reserve 
of peace-loving citizens would never go to war or encourage war, if it 
could be avoided. 

It is no valid argument against adopting universal training at this 
time that there arc now millions of trainctl veterans of this war. No 
fair minded person would suggest that we continue to rely intiefinitcly 
upon those veterans. They have earned the heartfelt gratitude of us 
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all — and they have also earned the right to return promptly to civilian 
life. We must now look to our younger men to constitute the new 
reserve military strength of our nation. 

There arc some who urge that the development of rocket weapons 
and atomic iKjmbs ami other new wca|xjns indicates that scientific 
research, rather than universal training, is the best way to safeguard our 
security. It is true that, if we arc to keep ahead in military prepared- 
ness, continuous research in science and new weapons is essential. That 
is why in my message to the Congress of September sixth I urged that 
there be created a national research agency, one of whose major func- 
tions would be to carry on fundamental military research. 

It is true that there must be continuous exploration into new fields of 
science in order to keep ahead in the discovery and manufacture of new 
weapons. No matter what the cost, we cannot afford to fall l)chind 
in any of the new techniques of war or in the development of new 
weapons of destruction. 

Until we arc sure that our peace machinery is functioning adequately, 
we must relentlessly preserve our superiority on land and sea and in the 
air. Until that dme, we must also make sure that by planning—and by 
actual production — we have on hand at all times sufficient weapons of 
the latest nature and design with which to repel any sudden attack, and 
with which to launch an effective counter-attack. 

That is the only way we can be sure — until we are sure that there is 
another way. 

But research, new materials, and new weapons will never, by them- 
selves, be sufficient to withstand a powerful enemy. We must have men 
trained to use these weapons. As our armed forces become more and 
more mechanized, and as they use more and more complicated weapons, 
we must have an ever-inareasing number of trained men. Technologi- 
cal advances do not eUminate the need for men. They increase that 
need. 

General of the Army George C. Marshall, in his recent report to the 
Seexettry of War, luis made this very dear. I quote fitocn his report: 

**Tbe numher id men that were involved in t^ delivery of the atomic 
bcMub on Hiroshima was tremendous. First we had to have die base in 
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the Marianas from which the plane took oil. Ihis hrst required pre- 
liminary operations across the vast Pacific, thousands o( ships, millions 
of tons of supply, tlic heroic efTorts of huntireds of thousantls of men. 
Furtlier, we needed the B“29’s and their fighter eset^rt whicli gave us 
control of the air over Japan. This was the result of thousands of hours 
of training and preparation in the United States and the energies of 
hundreds of thousands of men. 

“The effect of technology on the military srruettirc is i<!cntical to its 
effect on national economy. Just as tlic automobile replaced the horse 
and made work for millions of Americans, the atomic explosives will 
require the services of millions of men if wc are compelled to employ 
them in fighting our battles, 

“This war has made it clear that the security of tlic Nation, when 
challenged by an armed enemy, requires the services of virtually all 
able-bodied male citizens within the effective military age group.” 

That is the end of General MarshalPs quotation. 

The atomic bomb would have been useless to us unless wc had tle- 
veloped a strong Army, Navy and Air Force with which to beat off 
the attacks of our foe, and then fight our way to points within striking 
distance of the heart of the enemy. 

Assume that on December 7, 1941, the United Slates had hatl a sup- 
ply of atomic bombs in New Mexico or Tennessee. What couUl wc 
have done with them ? 

Assume that the United States and Japan both had liad a supply of 
the bombs on December 7, 1941. Which would have survived.^ 

Suppose that both England and Germany had had the atomic bomb 
in September of 1940 during the “Blitz” over England. Which coun- 
try would have been destroyed ? 

The answer is clear that the atomic bomb is of little value without 
an adequate Army, Air and Naval Force. For that kind of force is 
necessary to protect our shores, to overcome any attack and to enable 
us to move forward and direct the bomb against the enemy's own 
territory. Every new weapon will eventually bring some counter- 
defense against it. Our ability to use cither a new weapon or a counter- 
weapon will ultimately depend upon a strong Army, Navy and Air 
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Force, with all the millions of men needed to supply them — all quickly 
mobilized and adequately equipped. 

Any system which is intended to guarantee our national defense will, 
of course, cause some inconvenience — and perhaps even some hard- 
ship~oto our people. But wc must balance tliat against the danger 
which wc face unless wc arc realistic and hard-headed enough to be 
prepared. Today universal training is the only adequate answer we 
have to our problem in thb troubled world. 

There will be better answers, we hope, in the days to come. The 
United States will always strive for those better answers — ^for the kind 
of tried and tested world cooperation which will make for peace and 
harmony among all nations. It will continue to stnve to reach that 
period quickly. But that time has not yet arrived. 

Even from those who are loudest in their opposition to universal 
training, there has come no other suggestion to furnish the protection 
and security which we must have — nothing but pious hqpe and danger^ 
ous wishful thinking. 

I urge that the Congress pass this legislation promptly — while the 
danger is sdil fresh in our minds — ^while we still remember how close 
we came to destruction four years ago<~while we can vividly recall 
the horrors of invasion which our Allies su^ered~<and while we can 
still see all the ravages and ruin of war. 

Let us not by a short-sighted n^lea of our nataonal security betray 
those who come after us. 

It is our solemn duty in this hour of victory to make sure that in the 
years to come no possible aggressor or group of aggressors can endanger 
the national security of the United States of America. 


mots; The Prarident tpoke at tatjt 
pjEBu ill die dmnbef of tbe Houm of 

Oa fusio Pfoddent 

fsove d the Selective Service Act of 1948 
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175 The Presidents News Conference of 
October 25, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] Thc first announccmcnt is the ap{K)i!itmcnt of 
John R. Steelman as Special Assistant to thc President. 

Q. S-t-e-c 

THE PRESIDENT. John R. S-t-c-c-l-m-a-n. 

Q. Executive Assistant? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Special Assistant. 

Q. What field is he going to operate in, lalx>r ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc IS going to bc a Special Assistant to the President, 
to act in any field in which I want to use him, 

Q. Is that a temporary appointment or a permanent one, Mr. 
President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Temporary, 

Q. Dealing with labor relations, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc Will act in any capacity in which I want to use 
him. 

Q. His background has been mostly labor conciliation though, h.'isn’t 
it, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc IS a labor expert. 

[2.] I want to make a shore statement about the Philippines, and 
tomorrow morning some letters will bc released to you on that subject.* 
[Reading] ‘‘Since President Osmena’s arrival in Washington early 
this month, I have had several conferences with him. Secretary Ickes, 
and High Commissioner McNutt. 

“All Americans feel a very warm friendship for thc Filipino people, 
who stood by us so heroically throughout thc war and who now arc in 
dire need of help. I consider a pre^ram of assistance to thc Philippines 
essential to our relationship with the people there. 

“We have made some progress and further conferences will bc held 
before President Osmena and High Commissioner McNutt return to 
Manila.” 

[3.] I have a letter from William Green, Philip Murray, Ira Mosher, 

“For letters, see Item 176 . 
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and Eric Johnston on the iabor-management conference, and also the 
agenda for the conference, which will be furnished you in mimeo- 
graphed form, 'fhcrc arc copies for cvcrylxxly.’ 

[4.] I am going to speak over the ratlio at 10 o’clock on Tuesday 
night, and tliscuss the wage-price program. 

Q. Next Tuesday, sir? 

THE PRESIOENT. Ncxt Tucsday night, at 10 o’clock. 

Q. All networks, sir ? 

THE PRESIORNT. All HCtWOrks. 

Q. What lime, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ten o'clock. 

Q. Half-hour speech, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. YCS. 

Q. Is the policy yet decidetl, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I’hc policy IS in the stage of Ixring dectdcil. It will 
be decided licfore 1 make the announcement on Tuesday night. 

[5.) I have a new Presidential flag, Executive order for which will 
be issued. President Roosevelt had ordered the Navy Department to 
go to work on a new flag just before he died, and I thought maybe you 
might he interested in the history of the Presidential flag and the Presi- 
dential seal; and 1 have got a release for you in mimeographed form 
on that. 

[To General Vaughan] Now raise that flag up, there. This flag 
hcrc—in President Wilson’s dme there were two flags for the President, 
an Army flag for the President with a red star and a Navy flag for the 
President with a blue star. 


*Tli» ffmii Wltllnw OrwHt. PrwtilMit. Aimrrima EVdaraitoa irf Latwr: Im Motbw. 

PnaldMit. HattoMl A«iM)rUilta« «f Ummmtmrfnrt t PElllp Mumijr. Pnwidaat, Coainww of 
tadMtfttU OrsaiaMiiaMi: smI Krl« aolwatoii. PraaMant, UaltwiI SUtaa Ctoaiabar at Com- 
awNwat. Orfoaar SS, mmm la faapoaaa te a rMtuMf bf PtmMmat Trawaa Out tba 

vHtara aoaitiMifa iMvaalaa aad plaa tSa aaaada tor tba Nartoaal Labar-Maaagaaiaat 
Oaafbfaaaa i> p> a4 Bl »4 la laarta Hevaaibar 8. Tba laHar aiatad that SS tfalagataa bad baaa 
aba— a . w»»raa»aUaii a artda diaaralijr af lataraata la balb awaacammt aad labor. Tba 
ataada . It aiaiad. waa a br o ad apaa aaaahaaaiMr bp a aabcaaiaalliaa “e b oa aa bp oaraclvaa 
aad tba b u ra ta ilaa af Labor aad Caaiattraa." IVbtIa atattap ibat *‘8a caafarMoa aaa 
paaattdp . . . ataaa tba alala of all ptaaaat aad pataatbil aaaiaaa at fritrltoa ta tba blpblp* 
aatapMaalad Aamlraa aaaaaa^r.** tba wHlara addad ibat *it la aaaaltp obvtaas . . . tbal 
tba ort tabU ibai a at at laaa<-nMiaa aad a«faad*a|ioa Mt«l«o daaltaad ta radaao tadaatrtal dla> 
a ff iiai t at. aad tba praatolaa af pradatarailaad aioaaa af daaltac wttb aaaaaldabla dtoacraa. 
■Mata arttl m far laamrd brtaglac abaat a atar ara at ladaaMal baraatap aad proartaa.” 


•MSI «l Sb 
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President Wilson ordered a single flag for the President, anil this was 
the result of that— [Gtfwera/ Vaughan displays /%j— with the white 
eagle facing toward the arrows, wliich is the sinister sitic of the heraldic 
form, and no color. 

This new flag— [/o General Vaughan]--it you will raise that one up, 
now you will see— you can see tlic difTcrenee. It will all tic cx|)laincd in 
the release which you will get. This new flag faces the eagle toward 
the staff which is looking to the front all the time when you are on the 
march, and also has him looking at the olive brandies f«»r ficace, instead 
of the arrows for war; and taking the 4 stars out of the corner and put- 
ting 48 stars around the Presidential seal. You will get a release tliat 
will tell you all about it, and the why and the wlicrcforc.* 


iThe reloafte contained the text of Exeemfee Order OddH "Owit nf Arma. KeaJ. and Fla* 
of the President of tho United Btatea" (OctO'her 90. I»46, S CTU. IMS IU4H i’umt*.. l». 440 <, 
together with backKround material readlnur In part aa follow* ; 

The Executive order eatabllahea for the flint time a legal deflnltion of the i*restdent'a 
coat of arms and his «M>aL The dealgn of the r««at t<f nriii* and the aenl ha* heeu etiaiiKed 
allghtlr from the former deslRn, and the !*r««identiai flag ha* aim* hern rhangnl. The flag 
will eonslat of the e<*at of arm* In full color, aurrounded by 4H white atara on a W»ie fleld. 

The former Prealdeatlal flag waa adoptiHl In ll»lfl by I’rraldeat Wllaon. Prior to that 
time, the Army and the Kavy had had neiuirate Saga for Ihe Cmttniander in t^hirf. Preal' 
dent Wilson Instrncttal hla Aaalatant Secretary of the Navy, Franklin !i. Kwoaevett. and 
the Aide to the Secretary of the Navy, Commander Kyron hIcCanitteaa, lINN, to dealga m 
Presidential flag which would ho auitable for aae hy tmth the Amy and tho Navy. On 
May 29, 1018, Prcaident Wllaon atgned an ISxecuttve order adottilng the flag etigg,<ate(| 
by Assistant Secretary Kootevelt and Commander McCandteaa. The flag eoneUfed of the 
Presidential coat of arm* on a blue fleld with a white star In each *4 the corner*, That 
flag wae In use from 1910 until today. 

In March of this year, Prealdent Roomvett dtacunaed with hla Naval Aide, Vice Admiral 
Wilson Brown, the advisability of changing the PriMildent** flag. It seemed tnnptiroprlate 
to ProHldent Itoosevelt for the flag of the Commander In Chief to have only four aiara 
when there went Are stars In the flag* of Fleet Admiral* and tIeneraU of the Army, grade* 
which had been created in December 1844. 

Xt was natural that President Rooaevelt should turn at thl* time to the olfleer who had 
worked with him in I&IO, and who now holda the rank of Commodore. Ityr«n MH^andlmw. 

For many years Commodore McCandleas, who now command* th* U.fli. Naval Keiuilr Ilaae 
at San Diego. Calif., has studied the htwtorle* of the varlnua flag* «*f the l.'nifed Ktate*. 
When Vice Admiral Brown wrote to him. at Piwaldeut Hooaevedt'* revineMt. late in Waivh 
for suggestions for a new design for the PresldesCa flag. Oommodor* itcCandliwH prepared 
several designs based upon early American flags. Hfai propo«ed deslgmi arrived In Wash- 
ington after the death of Preeident Koonevelt and the X*rtaitdeat did not have the appor> 
tnnlty of seeing them until early In June. 

The President and members of his stalf examined them carefully and. preferring on* 
design to the others, the Prealdent made several auggeutlon* In <*otittttodore Mct^andle** 
concerning It. The President believed that all of the tflstea In Ihe Union should be repre- 
sented on the Commander In CbleTs flag, and he a*ked Commodore hIcCanitteiM to submit 
a new design with a circle of 48 stars around the coat of arma 

Commodore McCandleas sent a painting of the proposed flag, with the circle of 48 sUra. 
to tho White House in July and whra the PrMideat returned from Berlin In August, he 
tentatively approved that design. 

Xt was then sent to the War and Navy Departments for comment and auggtetlons. The 
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Now I am ready for questions. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, can we clear up a little bit about the Novem- 
ber trips ? Is the southern trip still on ? 

the mstoENT. It is; unless conditions here are such that require my 
presence here. All Presidential trips are tentative. 

Q. Mr, President, will you go to Waco, Texas, December 5? Is that 
decided ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I'liat is another tentative appointment. They have 
asked me to come down and get a degree of Doctor of Laws from the 
great Baptist school down there, and I am inclined to go. 

[7.1 Q. Mr. President, have you decided as yet to accept the resig- 
nation of John Snyder ? 

THE pREsioBsrr. John Snydcr*i resignation has never been under ccwi- 
templation. John Snyder wiU stay with me as long as 1 want him, and 
undt his job is finished. 

Q. He hasn’t resigned to you in a letter, sir ? 

THE pREsmiNT. No, SUP. Hc ncvcr made any attempt to. 

Q. Thank you very much. 

THE pRisioENT. He IS a patriotic citizen, and he will stay here as long 
as I need him, although he is doing it at a very great sacrifice. 


CbM* frf ilMR IlMmMtr llvMtMi tt llM OMf« wt Um OMrl*raMitt*r O wit im l ai Um Arajr. Mr. 
Srtbor a. Dnllal*. ttS* CammoOf UaCamOlam, tea •t»dtod tb* hfaNorr ai taf* ititf 
iMmMt* mmMmmi fttr wiay faam Mr. ObSoto wmim mnatmt M CT W rtinin le Um ITMMrat. 
m R«laM (Nil tlMi iWw WM tmamm SmM la law far tlM arat at araa aaS tlM wmI 
wMch baa Emm awS bur PratMaaia alaaa ISM aaS wbtab waa H prBSawS aa Um lag. Tba 
••al baS ertirtaaiMl Sailac tba atetatabraUoa af PraaMaat tUpm, aavaraatlf aa aa 
arraaaaaa r a a Srr l aa at tba Otaat laal af tba Ualtwl Stataa. 

It la a rarlaaa fart U»at tba aagla aa tba Oraat iaat fbaaa ta Ita ava rUibt. wbaraas tba 
•agla aa tba aaal la aaa bar PraaMaala ataaa ISM tmam ta Ita awa MFt. RaaaMllas te 
batiMla raataai. tba aagka am a aaat at araan aalana aUiarwIaa a|walSa<l la tba baiablle 
jaaarlptlaa. ta ataraia aaSa ta fbaa ta Ha aara ligbt. Tbara la aa aapbuMOab far tba aavla 
fbalwr to Ita awa bfi la tba aaaa at tba PiaaMaars aaal af anaa. Ta aaa f a fia ta bwakiia 
BiMtaai. aatf aliwa ibrta waa aa aatbaritjr atbar tbaa aaa«a far tba f ar a ta r FiaaMaatSal 
aaa af anaa, tba PiaaHaat bai Mr. IMMa f ai a a lfa Ow aaat af araa ta aamrSaaea wftb 

la tba aaw aaat at armm, aaal aaS Saa^ tba aatta aat aatf fbaaa ta Ita rl«bb— «ba 
SItattlaa af baaar— bat alaa tawafS tba altva braarbaa at ftaaaa wbMi It baMa fat Ita riabt 
lalaa. VbraMwIf tiba aatfta fbaai tawari tba arrawa la Its laft ta l aa atr awa, airwMSe af 

nw rtMMaat alM S m Sa f that tba aagla aa bla aMl aaf Ma la« a baa lf appaar ta tba 
fan aMar af tba aatatal Mri aa M laitnaiity la ataat tapa ratbar tbaa la wbMa aa It baS 
baaa aa tba f a i ta ar Sas. 

Tba «S atata la tba alHla rapr aa H Ma btataa aollaatttair t aa alasla atar rapraaaata aajr 
piftlMliif 
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[8.] Q. Mr. President, the Washington Post this morning suggested 
that General Marshall be placed in charge o£ the program for universal 
military training. Granted that he needs a rest, but that he ouglit to 
add his prestige to that. 

THE PRESIDENT. I think General Marshall w'ill add his prestige to 
that universal training program, but General Marshall is still the Chief 
of Staff, and I need him as Chief of Staff. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, what would be the betting odds on whether 
you goto Georgia or not? [Laughter] Those people arc worrying us 
to death. 

THE PRESIDENT. Tony,^ PH Ict you make your own book, f Laughter] 

Q. Mr. President, we are getting an awful lot of messages from down 
there, saying they have been told you arc not coming <iown there? 

THE PRESIDENT. Rumors are always circulating in Washington, It 
wouldn’t be a good town if it weren’t for tiic rumors. 

[10.] Q. Did Henry Ford 2d call on you this week ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, he hasn’t. He came here to sec the Secretary of 
Labor. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, after Mr. Wilson of General Motors visit 
here, he announced the 45-hour week idea. Did he get any encourage- 
ment here on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. He did not. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, did you discuss the Alaska Highway with 
Governor Wallgrcn here? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, and with Senator Magnuson, and with the 
Secretary of State. 

Q. Making any progress? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, wc arc making some progress. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, there have been a lot of stories that Leo 
Crowley might be appointed to the Export-Import Bank. Do you have 
any such intention ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I havcn’t madc up my mind on the directors for the 
Export-Import Bank. I have been considering Mr. Crowley for a mem- 
ber of that Board. 

1 Ernest B. Vacearo, Associated Press. 
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Q. Mr. Presiilciif, on that there still seems to he some mystery 

alxnit Mr. C'rovvicy's t!e|urturc from Iwnh the FDiC ami the FKA. 
He wrote a letter siKeilkally resigning from the F'DiC. You acceptct! 
ixith resignations. 'Iwo CaJitgressinen iiave mUl me tliat lie tesiiheti 
that there was an atUlitional letter dealing with his reasons for wanting 
to gel out of Fi'.A» anil that it was up to the White I louse to release that. 
Woultl you release that letter now ? 

THK I’RKSwi^NT. 'the letter is arotiiii! here somewhere, but our con- 
versations were verbal— silting here in that chair; and the only reason I 
acecptcil Mr. Oowlcy’s release w.is localise he insisted on giving it to 
me, atul said that he hatl liecn in public service fur a Itnig time, atul he 
would like to he in a |R»sif ion to attend to his own business a little while. 
I didn’t urge him in any way. 

Q. lUit is there any reason why that letter slumUl not Ixr public 
knowledge ? 

THE PMvSiotvNT. No, ihcrc is no reason at all. It can be made public.* 

[14.1 O- Mr. President, upon whose advice — if you were, sir — were 
you relying U{xin, in the decision to keep the know-how of the atomic 
liomb a secret in the United States? Dul Mr. Vannevar Bush 

THE PRf-sioRNT. I was rctying on my own judgment 

Q. It w'as published that you were relying on Bush’s. 

THE pEEsitiEMT. ——if iliat’s Worth anything to you. 

Q. Mr. Prcsulcnt, there has been some concern on the Hill regarding 
reponed Ckrman scientists in Spain. Do you contemplate any inquiry 
or action ? 

THE MiRsmf.NT. Tliai’s the first IVc heard of it, 

Q. Mr. President, when do you cx|»eci to begin discussions for the 
control of the atomic bomb? 

THE PEEstOENT. I Will make an announcement on that at a later date 
which will clarify the whole situation. ! am not ready to make it now. 

(15.) Q. Mr. President, have you received any word now, whether 
Rusda will attend this Far Eastern Advisory Commission meeting next 
week? 

THE PEEStOEKT. TBai IS a matter that has been handled by the Secre- 
tary of State; and 1 have not been in touch with him on the subject. 


« fioolmstv fsn 
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Q. Mr. President, the Secretary of State yesterday referred us to you 
on the question as to whether there had been any rcspotrsc to tlie cor- 
respondence that may have gone to Mr, Stalin, Has tltcrc been any 
response on the subject ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not to me personally, no. 

[16.3 Q. In that same press conference, Mr. Prcsitlent, Mr. Byrnes 
said that he had not seen or read the Italian armistice. Have you 
studied the Italian armistice? 

THE PRESIDENT. I haVC nOt. 

[17.] Q. Mr. President, have you made a selection for the chairman- 
ship of the Federal Deposit Insurance ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I haven’t. 

Q. You are considering a Congressman on the Hill, arc you ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am not considering anylnxly at the present 
time. 

[18.] Q. Mr. President, have you made a request of the 0 >ngrcss- 
man in charge of the full employment bill to specti action on it in the 
House? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, I have, I am very anxious for that full employ- 
ment bill to be reported out and passed. I am for it with everything 
that I have. 

Q. Mr. President, do you expect to talk to elic prcsitlent of the United 
Rubber Workers Union this week ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I cxpect to talk to all the people who arc on that— 
who have been invited to the Conference during the week. If he is 
on that list, he will be talked to. 

Q. Docs that include John L, Lewis, Mr, President ? 

THE PRESIDENT, YcS. 

Q. When will you see him? 

THE PRESIDENT- Thc program hasn’t been made up. I will sec liim 
along with thc other labor leaders. 

Q. Mr- President, did Congressman Manasco tcH you this morning — 
as he did to us outside — ^that that bill would not be passed or reported 
out without very great amendments ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc Said thcTc would bc some difficulty about report- 
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ing the bill out. He dkin't say anything about great amendments, or 
anything else; but I toki him I wanted the bill reported out, to give the 
House a chance to vote on it. 

[19.] Q. Mr. Prcsiticnt, coming back to John Snyder, has Mr. 
Snyder — ii I may ask — expressed a desire to you to resign ? 

TKB PR£siDENT. No, hc hasn't. 

Reporter; Thank you, Mr. President. 

Hcrra: Pretidcni Truman's thirty-first at the White House at 4 p.m. on 
news conference was held in hit office Thursday, Octolxrr 25, 1945. 


176 Letters to the High Commissioner to the Philippines 
and to the Heads of Federal Agencies Recommending 
Measures for the Assistance of the Philippines. 

October 26, 1945 

I Released October a6, 1945. Dated October »$, isHfS } 

To the High Commissioner to the Philippines: 

My dear Mr. High Commissioner: 

In the provinces near Manila thousands of share croppers organized 
some years ago to demand a more equitable division of the product 
of their labor. For several years there was no effective solution of the 
problem. During the war the tenants organized a guerrilla army 
which reportedly did good work against the enemy. After the enemy 
was defeated in their localities, they did not disband and today they 
constitute a special problem which threatens the stability of govern- 
ment. On the other hand, their legitimate claim to fair treatment and 
the assistance they rendered in resistance to the enemy require that 
they be not dealt with in a ruthless manner. 

I therefore request you to order a prompt investigation of agraiian 
unrest in the Philippines with the cooperation of the Commonwealth 
Government, and to recommend the remedies or reforms which ought 
to be tdken by the Commonwealth government and by the United 
States Government. 

Sincerely, 

HaIET S. TkUMAN 

[Xbe Hooorabfei Thft Ckxiiiiilid^ to tlie PlifllyppiKiii» Widblnipofii 0 «C«] 

421 



[176] Oct. 26 Fublic Papers of the Presidents 

To the Alien Property Custodian: 

My dear Mr. Markliam: 

The United States Army has found and taken custotly of considerable 
valuable property belonging to enemy nationals in the Philippines. 
Enemy property includes agricultural leaseholds helti through “tiuxn- 
mies”. It is desirable that all property in which the enemy lias or had 
interest should pass under the civil control of tlie United State.s govern- 
ment which is responsible for its custody under the usually accepted 
terms of international law. 

I therefore direct that the Alien Property Custodian vest title in all 
enemy property in the Philippines and make lawful tlisjvjisiiion of it. 
Should these operations extend beyoml the date of imlcpcndcnce, I shall 
endeavor to arrange by treaty, or otherwise, for the completion of the 
processes of vesting and liquidation. 

Sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable James E. Markham, Alien Property Otstodian, Washington, D.C.} 

To the Attorney General: 

My dear Mr. Attorney General: 

While tlie mass of the Filipino people and many of their leaders re- 
mained staunchly loyal during invasion and rcntlcrcd invaluable assist- 
ance to our arms, it is necessary to admit that many persons served 
under the puppet governments sponsored by the enemy. &>me of 
these, especially those engaged in health and educational work, re- 
mained at their posts of duty with an evulent intention to sustain the 
physical and cultural welfare of their people. Others of the clerical 
and custodial services continued in office in ortier to earn their accus- 
tomed livelihood and participated in no way in enemy policy. But, 
regretably, a number of persons prominent in the political life of the 
country assisted the enemy in the formulation and enforcement of his 
political policies and the spread of his propaganda. Oilicrs in the field 
of trade and finance seized upon the occasion to enrich themselves in 
property and money at the expense of their countrymen. 

Reports have appeared in the press which indicate that a number of 
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persons who gave aitl and comfort to the enemy arc now holding im- 
portant offices in the C!bmmonwcalth government. Rqxjrts further 
intiicatc that the Ommionwcalth government is only beginning to 
investigate, charge, ami try the offenders. It is essentia! that this task 
be compiclcd before the holding of the next (k)inmonweahh general 
election. 

Considering that tlisloyahy to the Oimmonwcalth is equally dis- 
loyalty to the United States, I request that you sent! cx|wricnccd per- 
sonnel to the Philippines to tiiscover the status ami to recommend such 
action as may Ik: appropriately taken by the United States. Such 
rccommcmlaiions shouUi he made through the United States High 
Commissioner n» the Philippine Islaittls. I am further requesting that 
the Secretaries of War anti Navy tlircct the staffs of their intelligence 
sections to ctxipcraic with you ami make available to you all records 
and cvitlcncc iKraring on this imfiorcant problem. 

Representatives of the Federal Bureau of Investigation assigned to 
the Philippines should lx; directed to rcixirt through the United States 
High (amimisdoncr in connection wiili tliis ami other ojKrations in 
the Pfnlippinc islands. 

Sincerely, 

Hakhy S. Truman 

[The HwioraMe, ’ITic Attorney Ctcnrral, Washington, D.C. ] 

To ihe Secretary of War: 

My dear Mr. Secretary; 

As a result of prolonged enemy occupation of the Philippines the law 
enforcement agencies of the Commonwealth Government were seri- 
ously disorgani%cd. Bearing in mind the fact that the War Depart- 
ment was responsible originally for the organization of the Philippine 
Constabulary, which had such an excellent record prior to the war, I 
believe that the War Department should assist in every posstbic way by 
the assignment of officers and men ami tiie transfer of necessary equip- 
ment in reorganizing the Constabulary on a non-military basis. 

President Osmeiia has advised me that the War Department has 
already been of assistance in this task and that considerable progress 
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has been made by the Commonwealth Government. he and I 

feel, however, that continued assistance until the reorganization is com- 
pleted would be helpful. 

I ask that this continued assistance be cxtendetl to the Common- 
wealth Government so that law and order may be fully restored in the 
shortest possible time, and that you submit a rejx>rt to me as soon as a 
program has been formulated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Habry S. Truman 

[Honorable Robert P. Patterson, Secretary of War] 

Memorandum for the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War: 

It is my understanding that due to a shortage of legal currency in 
certain areas in the Philippine Islands early in the war anti continually 
thereafter until the rcoccupadon of the islantls by our forces, a con- 
siderable quantity of emergency currency was issuctl, stime by properly 
authorized oflScers of the United States Government ant! some by repre- 
sentatives of the Philippine government. It would appear that to the 
extent that this currency was used cither directly or intlircctly for the 
prosecution of the war, its redemption is a rcs|K>iisibility of the United 
States Government. 

I request that the War and Treasury Departments make a careful 
analysis of this situation and submit recommendations as to the neces- 
sary steps which should be taken to discharge the obligations that are 
properly responsibilities of the United States Government. Any ar- 
rangement proposed for the redemption of this currency should include 
provisions designed so far as possible to avoid any windfall to 
speculators. 

Harry S. Truman 


T o the Secretary of the Treasury: 

My dear Mr. Secretary: 

During the period of their military invasion of the Philippine Is- 
lands, the Japanese issued an unbacked hat peso and tried unsucccss- 


424 



Harry S» Truman, 1^4$ Oct. 26 [176] 

fully to force its parity with the legitimate Philippine peso. The issue 
was so unlimited that it came to ^ worthless, and upon our landing 
in Leyte it was officially and quite properly dcclarctl not to be legal 
tender. However, during the invasion periotl it had a rapidly declin- 
ing value as a medium for local trade, and numerous contracts which 
involved the enemy currency were settled or entered into. While it 
would be against the public interest to validate completely these con- 
tracts and settlements, a measure is needed to serve as a standard for 
judgments between debtors and creditors. 

Since you have representation in the Philippines through a mission 
of the Foreign Funds Division, I request that you cooperate with the 
High Ckimmissioner and the Commonwealth Government in drawing 
up a schedule showing the relative trend of the purchasing power and 
exchange rates of the Japanese Philippine peso during the period of 
invasion. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

{The I ionoraUe, The Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, D.C.] 

To the Surplus Property Administrator: 

My dear Mr. Administrator: 

Prolonged enemy occupation and active warfare in the Philippine 
Islands have left in their wake a tremendous problem relief and 
rehabilitation. It seems apparent that there must be large supplies of 
surplus government property now available which could be used to 
great advantage in the Philippines in the program which must be 
undertaken there by the Philippiiie Government. Such items as con- 
struction equipment, medkal supplies and hospital equipment are 
badly needed. 

Where such supplies can be used directly by the government oi the 
Philippine Commonwealth, 1 believe this Government should make the 
supplies available without cost to the Comnionwealth. It might per- 
haps be desirable to arrange the transfer on such terms as would pre- 
vent the property from being later offered for sale to the general public. 
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Since there is at present no legal authority to effect such transfers, I 
believe we should seek such authority. 

Sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable W. Stuart Symington, Surplus Property Administration, Washington, 
D.C.] 

T o the Administrator of Veterans* A fjairs: 

My dear General Bradley: 

In connection with a general program of reestablishment of orderly 
government in the Philippine Islands and the tlischargc of just obliga- 
tions of the United States Government therein, ! request that the Veter- 
ans’ Administration make a careful analysis of all phases of past and 
current benefits payable in the Philippine Islands to American and 
Filipino veterans, and submit to me at the earliest possible date a re|K)rt 
which should be accompanied by recommendations for any new legis- 
lation which may be required. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Gen. Omar N. Bradley, Administrator of Veterans’ AiTatrs | 

T 0 the President of the Exportdmport Banl(: 

My dear Mr. Taylor: 

In connection with the rehabilitation of the Philippine Islands aiul 
the restoration of the normal economic life of the Islands, I believe that 
the Export-Import Bank should participate in this program. It should, 
it seems to me, be possible to work out a program to o|R:ratc in the 
Islands on a purely business basis which would be of great assistance in 
restoring normal economic conditions. 

May I have your comment on this suggestion, and in the event that 
you feel that the bank is at present without legal aulliority to function 
in the Philippines, your suggestions as to steps that might be necessary 
to permit it to do so ? 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable Wayne C. Taylor, President, Expori-Import Bank of Washington} 
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To the Admmistrator of the War Shipping Administration: 

My dear Atiiniral !.ami: 

In connection with tlic rehabilitation of the Philippines and the 
rcstoratitm of ntjrmal economic life of tltc Islands, I am very anxious 
that all |K>ssibIe steps, consistent with our obligations elsewhere, be 
taken to supply adequate shipping to the Philippine islands. 

I wouUi be glad to have a statement from ytni as to the plans of the 
War Siiipping Atiministration am! the .amount of tonn.*ige which is 
ex[>cclct! to be available for Philippine trade, p.articularly in the near 
future. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman* 

[Vice Atliniral Kmory S. t.a(u!, Admtnbtrator. War Shipping .Athninistratiniil 

To the Chairman of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation: 

My dctir Mr. Chairm.an: 

I’hc almost complete lack of consumers gofnls in the Philippines— 
gotxis ordinarily im{H)rtcd from the United States — has brought about 
serious price inflation and black markets which cause great distress 
among the |icople. An excellent start has Ixscn m.nde by the Foreign 
Economic Administration in cooiKiraiion with the War Shipping Ad- 
ministration to eliminate inflation by facilitating normal import trade. 

You are, therefore, requested to direct the United States Commercial 
Company to use resources and personnel within its iurtsdiction to con- 
tinue and to advance the Philippine program which it has undertaJken, 
and, where necessary, to sell gooils on credit terms not excectling two 
years in duration. 

Sincerely, 

Harry S. Truman 

{Honorable Charln B. Henderson, Chairman, Recorntruction Pinance Corpora- 
tion, Wa'%htngton, D.C. | 
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177 Address in New York City at the Commissioning of the 
U.S.S. Franklin D. Roosevelt. October 27, 1945 

Admiral Daubin, Captain Souce\,Mrs. Rooseaelt, ladies and gentlemen: 

One of the pleasant duties in the exacting life of a President is to 
award honors to our fighting men for courage and valor in war. In 
the commissioning of this ship, the American [Koplc are honoring a 
stalwart hero of this war who gave Ills life in the service of his country. 
His name is engraved on this great carrier, as it is in the hearts of men 
and women of good will the world over — Franklin D. R<x>scvclt. 

If anyone can be called the father of the new American Navy which 
is typified by this magnificent vessel, it is he. From his first day as 
President he started to build that Navy. 

Even as he started to build the Navy, he began to work for world 
peace. By his realistic good-neighbor |X)licy, by reciprocal tratlc agree- 
ments, by constant appeal to international arbitration instead of force, 
he worked valiantly in the cause of peace. By his constant battle for 
the forgotten man he sought to remove the social and economic in- 
equalities which have so often been at the root of conflict at home an<! 
abroad. And when he saw the clouds of aggression forming across the 
seas to the East and to the West, he issuctl warning after warning which, 
had they been heeded in time, might have staved off this tragic 
conflict. 

But through it all, he never faltered in his work to build up the 
American Navy. For he understood, as few men did, the importance 
to the survival of this country of the mission of its Navy — ^the control 
of the sea. The Axis powers understood. That is why Germany 
sought to drive us from the sea by her submarines. TIiat is why Japan 
tried to destroy our Navy. They knew that if they succeeded, they 
might conquer all the nations of the earth one by one, while the Allies 
were helpless to reach each other across the oceans of the world. 

We won the Battle of the Oceans. By that victory the United Na- 
tions were knitted into a fighting whole, and the Axis powers were 
doomed to defeat everywhere. 

That victory we owe to the men and women in the shipyards of the 
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Nation who in the last live and one>hal£ years built carriers like this 
one* and over a hundred thousand other ships. We owe it to the work- 
ers in our factories who built 85,000 naval planes such as those which 
will soon take their places on the Bight deck of this ship. We owe that 
victory to the Bghting men who took those ships across the seas, run- 
ning them right up to the home shores of the enemy; to the men who 
Bew those planes against the enemy and dropped destruction on his Beet 
and aircraft and war industries. 

We owe it to that great leader whose name this mighty carrier bears, 
who understood the importance of overwhelming naval power, and 
who rolled up his sleeves and got it. 

Building this Navy was only a part of a still larger program of war 
production with which the workers and industries of this Nation 
amazed the whole world, friend and foe alike* It showed the abun- 
dant richness of our Nation in natiural resources. But it also showed 
the skill and energy and power and devotion of our firee American 
people. 

Having done all this for war, can we do any less for peace? Cer- 
tainly we should not. The same riches, the same skill and energy of 
America must now be used so that all our people are better fed, hettcr 
clothed, better housed; so that they can get work at good wages, ade- 
quate care for their health, decent homes for their families, security 
for their old age, and more of the good things of life. 

When we set these goals before ourselves we know that we are 
carrying on the work and vision, and the aims of the man whose name 
is on this ship. And no man in our generation, or in any generation, 
has done more to enable this Natkin to move forward toward those 
obieedves. 

CkMnmisstoning this ship symbolizes another ot^eedve toward which 
Franklin D. Roosevelt started this Nation and the other nations of the 
world— the objective of world coope r ation and peace. He who helped 
to fonmilate the Atlantic Charter, to organize the United Nations, he 
who pointed die way in cooperation among nations at Casablanca, 
Cairo^ Quebec, Teheran, Dunabarton Oaks, and Yalta, and who 
{Banned the Conference at San Frandsoo— he knofws as be looks down 
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upon us today that the power of America as expressed in tliis migiity 
mass of steel is a power dedicated to the cause of peace. 

For fourteen years, ever since Japan first invaded Manchuria, men 
and women have lived in a world ruled or threatenet! by force intcntlcd 
for aggression and conquest. Until El Alamcin, Stalingratl, and Mid- 
way, the powers of evil were stronger than the powers of gooti— 
threatening to spread their rule across the world. We will not run 
that risk again. 

This ship is a symbol of our commitment to the Unitet! Nations 
Organization to reach out anywhere in the w’orhi and to help the 
peace-loving nations of the world stop any international gangster, A 
hundred hours after leaving New York this ship coult! be off the coast 
of Africa. In five days she could cross the western Pacific from Pearl 
Harbor to the Philippines. This vessel alone could put more tlian one 
hundred fighting planes over a target. 

We all look forward to the day when law rather than force will 
be the arbiter of international relations. We shall strive to make that 
day come soon. Until it does come, let us make sure that no possible 
aggressor is going to be tempted by any weakness on tlic part of the 
United States. 

These, then, are the two huge tasks before us; realizing for our own 
people the full life which our resources make possible; and helping to 
achieve for people everywhere an era of peace. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
gave his life in search for the fulfillment of these tasks. And now, the 
American people are determined to carry on after him. 

He did not find either of these tasks easy. Neither shall we. But 
we approach them in the spirit of Franklin D. Roosevelt whose wortls 
are inscribed in bronze on this vessel: ”We can, we will, we must!” 

note: The President spoke shortly Rear Adm. Freeland A. Daubin, corn- 
after II a,m. at the New York Navy mandant of the New York Navy Yard, 
Yard from a platform erected on the Capt. Apollo Soucek, captain of the car- 
island of the U.S.S. FranJdin D. Roose- rier, and Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
vcit. His opening words referred to 
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178 Address on Foreign Policy at the Navy Day Celebration 
in New York City. October 27, 1945 

Mayor ha Guartiia, ladies and gentlemen: 

I am grateful for the magnificent reception which you have given me 
today in this great city of New York. I know that it is given me only 
as the representative of the gallant men and women of our naval forces, 
and on their behalf, as well as my own, I thank you. 

New York joins the rest of the Nation in paying honor and tribute 
to the four million fighting Americans of the Navy, Marine Corps, 
and Coast Guard — and to the ships which carried them to victory. 

On opposite sides of the world, across two oceans, our Navy opened 
a highway for the armies and air forces of the United States. They 
landed our gallant men, millions of them, on the beachheads of final 
triumph. Fighting from Murmansk, the English Channel and the 
Tyrrhenian Sea, to Midway, Guadalcanal, Leyte Gulf and Okinawa— 
they won the greatest naval victories in history. Together with their 
brothers in arms in the Array and Air Force, and with the men of the 
Merchant Marine, they have helped to win for mankind ail over the 
world a new opportunity to live in peace and dignity— and we hope, 
in security. 

!n the harbor and rivers of New York Gty and in cnher ports along 
the coasts and rivers of the country, ships of that mighty United Sutes 
Navy arc at anchor. I hope that you and the people everywhere will 
visit them and their crews, seeing for yourselves what your sons and 
daughters, your labor and your money, have fuhioned into an in- 
vincible weapon of liberty. 

The fieec, on V-| Day, oonsttted q£ laoo warships, moie than 50,000 
supporting and lamling craft, and over 40/xx> navy planes. By that day, 
ours was a seapower never before ec]uaUed in the history of the world. 
There were great carrier task forces capable ol tracking down and 
sinking the enemy*! Beets, beating down his airpower, and pouring 
destruction on his war-making industries. were submarines 

which roamed the seas, invading the enemy’s ofwnport^ and destroying 
his shipping in all the oceans. There were amphibknis forces capable 
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of landing soldiers on beaches from Normandy t*) the Philippines. 
There were great battleships and cruisers winch swept tiie enemy ships 
from the seas and bombartied his shore defense almost at will. 

And history will never forget that great leader who, from his first 
day in office, fought to reestablish a strong American Navy—who 
watched that Navy and all the other might of this Nation grow into 
an invincible force for victory — who sought to make that force an 
instrument for a just and lasting peace— and who gave his life in the 
effort — ^Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

The roll call of the battles of this fleet reads like a sign iwst around 
the globe — on tlic road to final victory: North Africa, Sicily, Italy, 
Normandy, and Southern France; the Coral Sea, Midway, Ctuadalcanal, 
and the Solomons; Tarawa, Saipan, Guam, the Philippine Sea, Leyte 
Gulf; Iwo Jima and Okinawa. Nothing which tlic enemy held on any 
coast was safe from its attack. 

Now we arc in the process of demobilizing our naval force. We arc 
laying up ships. We are breaking up aircraft squadrons. We arc 
rolling up bases, and releasing officers am! men. But when <uir demo- 
bilization is all finished as planned, the United States will still he the 
greatest naval power on earth. 

In addition to that naval power, we shall still have one of the most 
powerful air forces in the world. And just the other day, so that on 
short notice we could mobilize a powerful and well-equipped land, 
sea, and air force, I asked the Congress to adopt universal training. 

Why do we seek to preserve this powerful Naval anti Air Force, and 
establish this strong Army reserve? Why tlo we need to tlo that ? 

We have assured the world time and again->and ! repeat it now— 
that we do not seek for ourselves one inch of territory in any place 
in the world. Outside of tiic right to establish neemary bases for our 
own protection, we look for nothing which belongs to any ocher power. 

We do need this kind of armed might, however, for four principal 
tasks: 

First, our Army, Navy, and Air Force, in collaboration with our 
allies, must enforce the terms of peace impost upon our defeated 
enemics- 
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Second) wc must fulfill the military obligations which wc are under- 
taking as a member of the United Nations Organization — to support a 
lasting |>cacc, by force if necessary. 

Third, wc must cooperate with other American nations to preserve 
the territorial integrity and the political independence of the nations 
of the Western Hemisphere. 

Fourth, in this troubled and uncertain world, our military forces 
must be adequate to discharge the fundamental mission laid upon them 
by the Constitution of the United States — to “provide for the common 
defense” of the United States. 

These four military tasks arc tlircctci! not toward war — ^not toward 
conquest — but toward peace. 

Wc seek to use our military strength solely to preserve the peace 
of the world. For we now know that this is the only sure way to make 
our own freedom secure. 

That is the basis of the foreign policy of the people of the United 
States. 

The foreign policy of the United States is based firmly on funda- 
mental principles of righteousness and justice. In carrying out those 
principles we shall firmly adhere to what we believe to be right; and 
we shall not give our approval to any compromise with evil. 

But we know that we cannot attain perfection in this world over- 
night. We shall not let our search for pedfection obstruct our steady 
progress toward international cooperation. We must be prepared to 
fulfill our responsibilities as best we can, within the framework of our 
fundamental principles, even though we recognize that we have to 
operate in an imperfect world. 

Let me restate the fundamentals of that foreign policy of the United 
States: 

X. We seek no tenitoriai expansion or selfish advantage. We have 
no plans for aggression against any other state, laxge or small. We 
have no objective which need clash with the peaceful aims of any other 
nation. 

X We beheve in the eventual return oi sovereign rights and self- 
government to all peoples who have been dqurived of them by force. 
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3. Wc shall approve no territorial changes in any friciuUy part of the 
world unless they accord with the freely cxprcsscii wishes of the people 
concerned. 

4. We believe that all peoples who are prepared for self-government 
should be permitted to choose their own form of government by their 
own freely expressed choice, without interference from any foreign 
source. That is true in Europe, in Asia, in Africa, as well as in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

5. By the combined and cooiierativc action of cmr war allies, we shall 
help the defeated enemy states cstiblish peaceful tiemocratic govern- 
ments of their own free choice. Anil wc shall try to attain a world 
in which Nazism, Fascism, and military aggression cannot exist. 

6. We shall refuse to recognize any government itni^osed upon any 
nation by the force of any foreign power. In some cases it may be 
impossible to prevent forceful im|K>sition of .such a government. But 
the United States will not recognize any such government, 

7. We believe that all nations shouUI have the frcctlom of the .seas 
and equal rights to the navigation of Ixiumfary rivers anti waterways 
and of rivers and waterways which pass through more than one country. 

8. We believe that all states which are acccptcti in the society of 
nations should have access on equal terms to the trade and the raw 
materials of the world. 

9. Wc believe that the sovereign states of the Western Hemisphere, 
without interference from outside the Western Hemisphere, must w'ork 
together as good neighbors in the solution of their common problems. 

10. Wc believe that full economic collaboration between all nations, 
great and small, is essential to the improvement of living conditions all 
over the world, and to the establishment of freedom from fear and 
freedom from want, 

11. We shall continue to strive to promote freedom of expression anti 
freedom of religion throughout the peace-loving areas of the work!. 

12. We are convinced that the preservation of peace between nations 
requires a United Nations Organization composed of all the peace- 
loving nations of the world who are willing jointly to use force if 
necessary to insure peace. 
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Now, that is the foreign policy which guides the United States. That 
is the foreign policy with which it confidently faces the future. 

It may not be put into effect tomorrow or the next day. But none- 
theless, it is our policy; and we shall seek to achieve it. It may take a 
long lime, but it is worth waiting for, and it is worth striving to 
attain. 

The Ten Commandments themselves have not yet been universally 
achieved over these thousands of years. Yet we struggle constantly to 
achieve them, and in many ways we come closer to them each year. 
Though we may meet setbacks from time to time, we shall not relent 
in our efforts to bring the Golden Rule into the international affairs of 
the world. 

We arc now passing through a difficult phase of international rela- 
tions. Unfortunately it has always been true after past wars, that the 
unity among allies, forged by their common peril, has tended to wear 
out as the danger passed. 

The world cannot afford any letdown in the united determination 
of the allies in this war to accomplish a lasting peace. The world can- 
not afford to let the cooperadve spirit of the allies in this war disinte- 
grate. The world simply cannot allow this to happen. The people in 
the United States, in Russia, and Britain, in France and China, in col- 
laboration with all the other peace-loving people, must take the course 
of current history into their own hands and mold it in a new direc- 
tion — the direction of continued cooperation. It was a common danger 
which united us before victory. Let it be a common hope which con- 
tinues to draw us together in the years to come. 

The atomic bombs which fell on Hiroshima and Nagasaki must be 
made a signal, not for the old process of falling apart but for a new 
era — an era of ever-closer unity and ever-closer friendship among peace- 
ful nations. 

Building a peace requires as much moral stamina as waging a war. 
Perhaps it requires even more, because it is so laborious and pains- 
taking and undramatic. It requires undying patience and continuous 
application. But it can give us, if we stay with it, the greatest reward 
that there is in the whole field of human effort. 
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Differences of the kind that exist totlay among nations that fought 
together so long and so valiantly for victory are not ho|>clcss or irrecon- 
cilable. There are no conflicts of interest among the victorious powers 
so deeply rooted that they caniu)t be resolvctl. But their .solution will 
require a combination of forbearance and firmness. It will require a 
steadfast adherence to the high principk*.s which %vc have enunciated. 
It will also require a willingness to fiml a common ground as to the 
methods of applying those principles. 

Our American policy is a policy of fricmily parincr.ship with all 
peaceful nations, and of full support for the Unitet! Nations Organisa- 
tion. It is a policy that has the strong backing of the American people. 
It is a i>olicy around which we can rally witliout fear or misgiving. 

The more widely and clearly that |K>licy is unticrstcKxl abroatl, the 
better and surer will be the peace. For our own part we must seek ti> 
understand the special problems of other nations. We must seek to 
understand their own legitimate urge toward security as they sec it. 

The immediate, the greatest threat to us is the threat of tiisillusion- 
ment, the danger of insidious skepticism— a I<»ss of faith in the effec- 
tiveness of international cooperation. Such a loss of faith wouUl \>c 
dangerous at any time. In an atomic age it would lie nothing short of 
disastrous. 

There has been talk about the atomic bomb scrapping all navies, 
armies, and air forces. For the present, I think that such talk is lOO 
percent wrong. Today, control of the seas rests in the fleets of the 
United States and her allies. There is no substitute for them. Wc 
have learned the bitter lesson that the weakness of this great Republic 
invites men of ill-will to shake the very foundations of civilkation all 
over the world. And wc had two concrete lessons in that. 

What the distant future of the atomic research will bring to the 
fleet which wc honor today, no one can foretell. But the fundamental 
mission of the Navy has not changed. Control of our sea approaches 
and of the skies above them is still the key to our freedom and to our 
ability to help enforce the peace of the world. No enemy will ever 
strike us directly except across the sea. Wc cannot reach out to help 
stop and defeat an aggressor without crossing the sea. Therefore, the 
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Navy, armed witli whatever weapons science brings forth, is still dedi- 
cated to its historic task: control of the ocean approaches to our country 
and of the skies above them. 

The atomic bomb docs not alter the basic foreign policy of the 
United States. It makes the development and application of our policy 
more urgent than we coukl have dreamed 6 months ago. It means 
that wc must be prepared to approach international problems with 
greater speed, with greater determination, with greater ingenuity, in 
order to meet a situation for which there is no precedent. 

We must fiiul the answer to the problems created by the release of 
atomic energy — wc must find the answers to the many other problems 
of peace — in partnership with all the peoples of the United Nations. 
For their stake in world peace is as great as our own. 

As i said in my message to the Congress, discussion of the atomic 
bomb with Great Britain and Canada and later with other nations 
cannot wait upon the formal organization of the United Nations. 
These discussions, looking toward a free exchange of fundamental 
scientific information, will be begun in the near future. But I em- 
phasize again, as I have before, that these discussions will not be con- 
cerned with the processes of manufacturing the atomic bomb or any 
other instruments of war. 

In our possession of this weapon, as in our possession of other new 
weapons, there is no threat to any nation. The world, which has seen 
the United States in two great recent wars, knows that full well. The 
possession in our hands of this new power of destruction we regard as 
a sacred trust. Because of our love of peace, the thoughtful people of 
the world know that that trust will not be violated, that it will be 
faithfully executed. 

Indeed, the highest hope of the American people is that world co- 
operation for peace will soon reach such a state of perfection that atomic 
methods of destruction can be definitely and effectively outlawed 
forever. 

We have sought, and we will continue to seek, the attainment of diat 
obieedve. We shall pursue that course with all the wisdom, patience. 
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and determination that the God of Peace can bestow upon a people 
who are trying to follow in His path. 

note: The President spoke at i :4 ? p.m. l<» N!ay«r Finrello i i. ! *a ( J iiardia. The 
from a stand at the south end of the address was tarricii over all ratlio net- 
Sheep Meadow in Central Park, New works. 

York City. His opening words referreti 


179 Letter to Dr. Lyman J. Briggs on I Its Retirement as 
Director of the National Bureau of Standartls. 

October 29, 1945 

Dear Dr. Briggs: 

Your retirement as the Director of the National Bureau of Standards 
will deprive the nation of the services of an cmiftcut scientist and 
government administrator. You have well meritet! the witle rcetJg- 
nition which has come to you by virtue of your |Krrscm;iI achievements 
in the held of scientific research and by your competent tlircction of 
the Bureau^s diversified operations. 

I should like to take this occasion to etanment on your long and 
unique record of public service. In Work! War I, military aiul naval 
developments which you sponsored ami actively tlevclojHJtl were a 
potent factor in our victory. In the dccatles of fwacc thereafter, you 
guided the Bureau’s activities into fruitful channels ami adtletl to your 
own accomplishments, particularly in tiie then undcve!o{Kd field of 
aerodynamics. As World War II approached, Presitlem Roosevelt ex- 
pressed his confidence in your capabilities by dcsign.iting you as C'hair- 
man of the First Committee on the Investigation of Atomic F.nergy. 
The findings and recommendations of that Committee were an im- 
portant factor in the decision to initiate the vast national effort for 
developing atomic weapons, anti the subsequent discoveries of the 
National Bureau of Standards contributed greatly to the success of that 
effort. 

Your record has been one of ever-increasing achievement, ami you 
represent an outstanding example of the integrity and comiHricncc of 
government-sponsored science and research. I hope that you will fully 
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enjoy your well-earned retirement, but that your rich fund of knowl- 
edge and experience will remain available for the guidance and counsel 
of those who continue the work of expanding the boundaries of scien- 
tific knowletlge. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Dr. Lyman L Briggs, Director, National Bureau of Standards, Washington, D.C.| 


180 Radio Address to the American People on Wages and 
Prices in the Reconversion Period, October 30, 1945 

1 Broadcast from the White House at 10 p.m. | 

Fellow citizens: 

On August 18, 1945, four days after the surrender of Japan, I issued 
Executive Order 9599 which laid down the guiding policies of your 
Government during the transition from war to peace. 

Briefly stated these policies are: 

First, to assist in the maximum production of civilian goods. 

Second, as rapidly as possible to remove Government controls and 
restore collective bargaining and free markets. 

Third, to avoid both inflation and deflation. 

Those are still our policies. 

One of the major factors determining whether or not we shall suc- 
ceed in carrying out those policies is the question of wages and prices. 
If wages go down substandally, we lace defiation. If prices go up sub- 
stantially, we face infladon. We must be on our guard, and steer clear 
of both these dangers to our security. 

What happens to wages is important to all of us— even to those of 
us who do not work for wages. 

It u important to business, for example, not only because wages 
represent an essential item in the cost of producing goods, but because 
pec4>le caruioc buy the products industry unless they earn enough 
wages generally. 

What happens to wages a also important to the farmer. The in- 
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come he earns depends a great deal on the wages and purclwsing 
power o£ the workers in our factories and shops and stores. They are 
the customers of the farmer and cannot buy farm protiucis unless they 
earn enough wages. 

The fact is that all of us are deeply concerned with wages, because 
all of us arc concerned with the well-being of all parts of our economic 
system. 

That is a simple truth. But like all simple truths, it is too often 
forgotten. Management sometimes forgets that business cannot 
prosper without customers who make good wages and have money 
in their pockets; labor sometimes forgets that workers cannot find em- 
ployment and that wages cannot rise unless business prospers and 
makes profits. 

Like most of you, I have been disturbed by the labor difficulties of 
recent weeks. These difficulties stand in the way of reconversion; 
they postpone the day when our veterans and displaced war workers 
can get back into good peacetime jobs. We need more of the good 
sense, the reasonableness, the consideration for the position of the other 
fellow, the teamwork which we had during the war. 

It has been my experience in public life that there are few problems 
which cannot be worked out, if we make a real effort to understand 
the other fellow's point of view, and if we try to find a solution on the 
basis of give-and-take, of fairness to both sides. 

I want to discuss the wage problem in just that spirit, and I hope 
that all of us in the United States can start thinking about it that way. 

l.et me begin by putting labor's position b^ore you. I do not think 
all of us understand how hard a blow our industrial workers have 
suffered in the shift from war production to peace production. 

You do know that sudden to^ victory caus^ millions of war work- 
ers to be laid off with very short notice or none at all. While we hope 
to overcome that condition before too many months have passed, 
unemployment is hardly a suitable reward for the contrsbuffon which 
veterans and war workers have made to victory. 

Several months ago, I urged the Cemgress to amend the unemfdoy- 
ment compensation law so as to help workers through the difficult 
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months of unemployment until reconversion could be effected. The 
Congress has not yet passed that legislation. 

The responsibility for that is solely up to Congress — and specifically 
1 mean the Ways and Means Committee of the House of Representa- 
tives. I hope that this Committee will fulfill its obligation to the peo- 
ple of the Nation, and will give the Members of the House an early 
chance to vote on this important legislation. We must all recognize 
that legislation which will help sustain the purchasing power of labor 
until reconversion is completed, benefits not labor alone but all of us — 
business, agriculture, white-collar workers, and every member of our 
economic society. 

I am sure that the workers of the Nation, those who depend upon 
manual labor for a livelihood, also feel a deep concern about full 
employment legislation which is now pending in the Congress. It is 
essential chat the Congress speedily adopt some effective legislation 
which embodi<» the principles underlying full employment. 

The American people are entitled to know now that this Govern- 
ment stands for prosperity and jobs — not depression and relief. Pas- 
sage of a full employment bill will give the American people this 
assurance. 

The responsibility for the damaging delay in enacting this legisla- 
tion is definitely at the door of the Committee on Expenditures in the 
Executive Departments of the House Representatives. 

I am also sure chat the workers of the Nation feel the same way 
about what is now happening to the United States Employment Service 
in the Senate and in the House. I>uring the next year, millions of 
workers will have to look to efficient and centrals^ employment 
offices to find jobs for them anywhere in the country. The United 
States Employment Service has done so much during the war, and can 
do so mudi during the months ahead if it can continue to operate 
as a narionwsde and unified organization, that I hope the Congress, 
for the dme beings will keep this great {Hiblk service under Federal 

But quite as important as these problems of unemployment is the 
fact that the end of the war has meant a deep cut in the pay envelopes 
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of many millions of workers. I womicr how many of )ou know tliat 
many war workers have already hat! to take, or will sotm have to take, 
a cut in their wartime pay by one quarter or more. 'I’hink of what 
such a decrease in your own income would mean to you and Ui your 
families. 

How does it happen that pay envelopes are lacing cut so ticcply? 
There are three reasons. 

First, there is the present decrease in tfic numher of hours of employ- 
ment. During the past few years of war, millions of workers were 
asked to put in abnormally long hours of work. Now that tlic need 
is past, the forty-hour week is being resiorctl. 

The changeover from a forty-eight to a forty-hour week means a de- 
crease in take-home pay, the amount in the pay envelope, 'fhal de- 
crease is much more than just the loss of eight hours {^ay. Workers 
have been receiving time and a half for overtime- -for all the hours they 
worked over forty. That overtime pay is now gone in the change to 
a forty-hour week. The result has l>ccn a iiccrcasc of almost one tpiar- 
ter in the workers’ weekly pay. 

Second, weekly pay is being cut liecausc many jobs are Ijcing reclassi- 
fied to lower paying grades. The individual worker will feel these 
particularly when he changes from one job to another, starting at the 
bottom of the grade. 

Third, the pay envelopes of workers will Ik thinner Ijccause mil- 
Bons of workers who were employed in the liiglily paitl war iiulustrics 
will now have to find jobs in lowcr-wage, peacetime employment. 

These three factors added together mean a drastic cut in the take 
home pay of millions of workers. If nothing is done to lielp the work- 
ers in this situation, millions of families will have to tighten their l>clts— 
and by several notches. 

It has been estimated that, unless checked, the annua! wage ami 
salary bill in private industry will shrink by over twenty billions of 
dollars. That is not going to do anybody any good — labor, business, 
agriculture, or the general public. 

The corner grocer is going to feel it, just as well as the department 
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store, the railroads, the theaters, and the gas stations — and all the farm- 
ers of the Nation. 

It is a sure road to wide unemployment. 

This is what is known as deflation, and it is just as dangerous as 
inflation. 

However, we must understand that we cannot hope, with a reduced 
work week, to maintain now the same take-home pay for labor gener- 
ally that it has had during the war. There will have to be a drop. But 
the Nation cannot afford to have that drop too drastic. 

Wage increases arc therefore imperative — to cushion the shock to 
our workers, to sustain adequate purchasing power and to raise the 
national income. 

There arc many people who have said to me that industry cannot 
afford to grant any wage increases, however, without obtaining a cor- 
responding increase in the price of its products. And they have urged 
me to use the machinery of Government to raise bmh. 

This proposal cannot be accepted under any circumstances. To ac- 
cept it would mean but one thing — inflation. And that invites disaster. 
An increase in wages if it were accompanied by an increase in the cost 
of living would not help even the workers themselves. Every dollar 
that we put in their pay envelopes under those circumstances would be 
needed to meet the higher living expenses resulting from increased 
prices. 

Obviously, such a juggling of wages and prices would not settle any- 
thing or satisfy anyone. A runaway inflation would be upon us. 

When inflation comes and the cost of living begins to spiral, nearly 
everybody suffers. Wage increases, under those condirions, would 
defeat their own purpose and mean nothing to labor. White<x>llar 
workers would find ti^t their fixed salaries buy less food and clothing 
than before. Farmers* incomes would shrink because they would have 
to pay so much more for what they buy. Increased earnings would 
mean nothing to business itself. War bonds, insurance policies, pen- 
nons, annuities, bonds of all kinds would shrink in value;, and their 
incomes would dwindle in buying power. 
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Tlicrefore, wherever price increases wouUI have inilationary tenden- 
cies, we must above ali else hold the line on prices. Let us hohl vii»or- 
ously to our defense against inflation. Let us continue to h«»Ul the price 
line as we have held it since the spring of 19^3. If we tlepart from tiiis 
program of vigorous and successful price control, if we now begin to 
let down the bars, there will be no stopping place. 

After the last war this Nation was ctmfruntcd by much the same 
problem. At that time we simply pullctl ofT tiic few ctnuroU that ha<! 
been established, and let nature take its course. 'Fhe result sluniUl staml 
as a lesson to all of us. A dizzy upward spiral of w.ages and the c<»st of 
living ended in the crash of 1920— a crash that spreatl bankruptcy and 
foreclosure and unemployment throughout the Nation. 

If these twin objectives of ours — stability of prices an<l higher w'age 
rates — ^were irreconcilable, if one could not lie achicve<l without sacri- 
ficing the other, the outlook for all of us— lalw, management, the 
farmer, and the consumer — would l>c very black intlced. 

Fortunately, this is not so. While the positions of different industries 
vary greatly, there is room in the existing price structure for business as 
a whole to grant increases in wage rates. 

And if all of us would approach the problem in a spirit of reasonable- 
ness and give-and-take — if we would sit down together anti try to deter- 
mine how much increase particular companies or industries could 
allow at a particular time — ! think most businessmen would agree 
that wage increases arc possible. Many of them, in fact, have alrc.idy 
negotiated substantial wage increases without asking for any increase 
of prices. 

There are several reasons why I believe that industry as a whole can 
afford substantial wage increases without raising prices. 

First, the elimination of the time and a half for overtime has reducotl 
labor costs per hour. 

Second, the increase in the number of people needing jobs is resulting 
in a downward reclassification of jc^s in many industries and in many 
sections of the country. 

There is a third reason for believing that business can afford to pay 
wage increases— namely, increased output per hour of work or what is 
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generally called increasci! productivity. While increased production 
rests ultimately with labor, the time will soon come when improve- 
ments in machinery and manufacturing know-how developed in the 
war can certainly result in more goods per hour and additional room 
for wage increases. 

As a fourth reason, business is in a very favorable profit position to- 
day, witii excellent prospects for the period that lies ahead. Again, that 
is not true of all companies. Nevertheless, throughout industry and in 
every branch of industry, profits have been and still arc very good 
indeed. 

Finally, the Congress at my suggestion is now considering the elim- 
ination of the excess profits tax. Provision has already been made in 
our tax laws to enable corporations whose earnings dropped below 
their normal |x;acetime level to recapture a high proportion of the ex- 
cess profits taxes which they have paid during the preceding two years. 
These and other provisions of the tax laws were designed to reduce to a 
minimum the risks entailed in reconversion — and that is precisely what 
they accomplish. They also add to the ability of industry to increase 
wages. 

There are, however, important limits upon the capacity of industry 
to raise wagei without raising prices. Let me put industry*s position 
before you. 

Industry has many risks and problems ahead that labor must recog- 
nize. For many companies, wartime products which were very profit- 
able will have to be replaced by civilian products which will not be so 
profitable. 

There arc also problems of reconverting plants, of developing new 
sources of supply, new products, and new markets, of training inexperi- 
enced workers, ci meeting increased costs of raw materials and sui^lies. 
All these will mean, at the beginning, lower volume and higher unit 
costs. 

These problems and difficuldet are particularly true in the case of 
small business— which is the backbone of the American competitive 
system. 

I have said that not all companies can afibid diese wage increases. 1 
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want to make clear, further, that iIhtc arc companies where wages aiui 
even overtime pay continue high, ami where lu* sutfering will he eausetl 
to the workers <!uring reconversion. 

Labor must recognize these tHffcrcnccs aiul ntu ileniauti ni<»re than 
an intlustry or a company can pay under exlsiiiig prices ami coiulitions. 
It has a stern responsibility to sec that tlemantls for wage increases are 
reasonable. Excessive demands wouU! deny to iiulustry reasonable 
profits to which it is cntitleii, and which arc necessary to stlnutlate an 
expansion of production. We must not kill the ginisc %vltich lays the 
golden egg. 

I^bor itself has a responsibility to aui imlustry in reaching this goal 
of higher protluction and more jobs. It must strive constantly for 
greater efficiency and greater producttvily«-g«HH! wtirk done, for gtKnl 
wages earned. Only in that way can we reach the mass prixiuction 
that has brought tliis country to the front of the ttuiustrial countries of 
the world. 

Labor must constantly find ways within its own ranks of cutting 
down on absenteeism, reducing turn-over, avouling jurisdictional tlis- 
putes and **wild-cat” strikes. Labor and inanagemmc must atlopt 
collective bargaining as the effective and mature way of tloing business. 

The extent to which industry can grant wage increases without price 
increases will vary from company to company and from imlustry to 
industry. What can be paid today when we arc on the tlircsholc! of 
our postwar production will be different from wliat can Ik paid next 
year and the year after, when markets have been cstablishcil anil earn- 
ings have become apparent. Botli management and labor must keep 
on exploring these developments and determine from time to time to 
what extent costs have been reduced and profits liavc been increased, 
and how far these can properly be passed on in the form of increased 
wages. 

Let me now turn to tlic question of just how wages arc to be in- 
creased. Many people have asked the Government to step in and 
decide who is to increase wages and by exactly how much. I have, 
indeed, been criticised because I have not stepped in to lay down the 
law to business and labor. My refusal to do so has been dcIilKratc. 
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Curiously enough, the same people who urge me to use Government 
wartime machinery of control to determine wage adjustments have on 
other occasions been the first to point out that the continued interven- 
tion of Government must spell the end of our system of free enterprise. 

1 am convinced that we must get away as quickly as possible from 
Government controls, and that we must get back to the free operation 
dE our competitive system. Where wages are concerned, this means 
that we must get back to free and fair collective bargaining. 

As a free people, we must have the good sense to bargain peaceably 
and sincerely. We must be determined to reach decisions based upon 
our long-range interest. 

Let me emphasize, however, that the decisions that are readied in 
collective bargaining must be kept within the limits laid down by the 
wage-price policy of the Government. 

lliis policy was described in the order of last August which X have 
already mentioned. 

Biidiy, it allows management to make wage increases without Gov- 
ernment approval, but requires Government approval before the wage 
increase can be reflected in higher price ceiUngs* That is sdll the policy 
of the United States. 

To guide labor and management in their interpretation of tins Ezecti- 
five order, I have today issued an amendment-— which I hope every one 
dt you will read care^y in your newspapers tomonw— amplifying 
the order and setting forth three classes of cases in which wage increases 
may be granted even though price ceiling increases may result. 

They are all situations where wage increases are necessary, i r re s pect i ve 
of prke consequences. They will not cause many price increases. 

In addition, the amendment makes two points of importance which 
I wish to emphasize here. 

The first point has been true ail along, but it has not been generally 
understood. If management does grant a wage increase, it is not pre- 
vouted from ginnwimr in thereafter and rwp^ e f d nuar iingiinr wM il 

to have the wage increase exmsidered for purposes of increasing prices. 
Wu ct ner men approval is sougnt Dcroce or atter tne wage increase is 
givm, it reodves the lame ooiuidenuion. 
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The second point is new and is very important. It is something which 
I am sure will help industry get over this very difficult pcriotl of read- 
justment. In cases where no approval of tlic wage increase lias been 
requested by management, or even where a request lias been made and 
denied by the Government, industry will not be asked by the Govern- 
ment to take an unreasonable chance in absorbing such wage increases. 
After a reasonable test period which, save in exception.*!! cases, will he 
six months, if the industry has been unable to prcxlucc at a fair profit, 
the entire wage increase will he taken into account in passing upon 
applications for price ceiling increases. 

The Office of Price Administration will have to give its prompt con- 
sideration to all applications for price increases. 

This is your Government’s wage-price pcjlicy. For the time being, 
the machinery that administers it will remain the same as during the 
war. 

But, as you know, I have called a conference here in Washington 
of the representatives of management and labor. It will start next week. 
One of their jobs is to recommend machinery for mediating or arbi- 
trating differences wherever collective bargaining fails to work. 

I hope the American people recognize how vital this conference 
actually is. Out of it can come the means of achieving industrial har- 
mony and a new approach to human relationships in industry. 

Until that machinery can be worked out, I urge upon lalior and upon 
management the necessity of getting together on their prolilems. Pub- 
lic opinion will not countenance a refusal on the part of either manage- 
ment or labor to proceed in a peaceful, free, and democratic manner 
to arrive at just conclusions. 

This is a time for proving the lessons we have learned during the 
war, the lessons of fair play, of give-and-take on a democratic basis, of 
working together in unity for the future- We all have a common aim, 
which is prosperity and security, and a just share of the good things of 
life. We can help attain this aim if we sit down at the conference table 
and iron out our troubles together. There is no room in our economy 
for unfair dealing or for greedy individuals or groups on cither side 
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who want thtir own way regardless of the cost to others. The people 
will not staml for it. Their CJovcrnmcnt will not stand for it. 

I'hc country is entitled to expect that industry and labor will bargain 
in gtxxl faith, with lalx>r recognizing the right of industry to a fair 
profit, and industry recognizing labor’s need to a decent and sustained 
standartl of living — and with both of them realizing that we cannot 
have cither tlcHation or inflation in our economy. 

l‘hc country, on the other hand, should be patient and realize that 
many of tljc parties arc out of practice in collective bargaining. The 
point at which the people of the country arc entitled to become im- 
patient, and to consider the need of Government action, is when one 
of the parlies fails to bargain in good faith or refuses a reasonable offer 
of conciliation or arbitration. 

I know that this is not an easy way to solve the wage problem, but 
it is the stniiul way. It is the American way, I am convinced that if 
lalxir and management will approach each other, with the realization 
that they have a common goal, and with the determination to compose 
their tUffcrcnces in their own long-range interest, it will not be long 
licforc we have put industrial strife behind us. Labor is the best cus- 
tomer management has; and management is the source of labor’s liveli- 
hood. lioth arc wholly dependent on each other; and the country in 
turn is tlejKndent upon both of them, 

Americans have always responded well in dmes of national need, 
Hicrc arc no easy answers, there is no simple formula, for solving our 
difTtcuh problems. 

I have boundless faith in the commonsense and ultimate fairness of 
the American people. Given unity of purpose and a determination to 
meet the challenge of the times, there is nothing too difficult for them 
to accomplish. They have performed miracles during the war. They 
can, they will, surmount the difficulties which face them now on their 
road to continued peace and well-being. 
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i8x The President’s News Conference «>f 
October 31, 1945 

THE PKESIDENT. [i. j 1 thought mayln:— I duin’t have much to tcU you 
this morning, I said it ail last nigiu— hut I liiouglit uiaylic you might be 
interested in the Hooper rating of the ratlio situation last night. It was 
43.8 pcrccnt--32 million listeners. Am! 1^4 |>crccnt of all the ratlbs 
that were in use were listening to the conversation. I will give ytm a 
copy of this, here. 

[2.] I have a letter here from General Ivisenhowcr, which is .a most 
interesting document; and I haven’t had a chance to have it mtmeo 
graphed, but will have it mimeographed for you inunciliatcly after tlic 
conference so you can all have copies. It is datetl October 26. aiul is 
from the headquarters of the United States l*tirccs in the Kuro|>ean 
theater, and it is addressed to me through the C’hicf of StaiT. I am going 
to read it to you because it is a very, very interesting document. 

Q. Slowly, will you, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I will fcad it slowly, but I will have it mimcographctl 
so you can all have copies, if you don’t gel the gist of it, hut I think you 
will. 

[Reading] “You will recall that when you were in Frankfurt, you 
and I agreed upon the desirability of so organizing the Army’s current 
functions in Europe as to facilitate turning U.S. participation in fltc 
government of Germany over to civil authority at the earliest jxissiblc 
moment. It is my understanding that the War I>e[tarimcnt completely 
supports this view. Every organizational step we have taken has Isccn 
accomplished in such a way as to facilitate eventual transfer. Neverthe- 
less, I am quite sure that there is a very widespread lack of realization 
as to the governing intent along this line, basing this statement ujx>n 
the frequency with which visitors express astonishment that this pur- 
pose exists as a guiding policy. 

“Naturally, I am not in position to recommend an exact date on 
which such transfer should take place, since I h.'tve assumed that the 
four interested governments would first have to agree in principle, and 
thereafter to make arrangements for simultaneous change from military 
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to civil representatives. Moreover, there may be considerations, impor- 
tant itj oiir government, of which I am unaware. However, from our 
local vicw’jKiint, other governments could well be asked to agree to the 
prop<Jsal at the earliest date that can be mutually agreed upon, in no 
event later than June i, 1946. As quickly as the matter couUl be agreed 
in principle, hut not before, then actual completion of tlie American 
civil orgaiii/.arion should be undertaken by whatever civilian you might, 
at that time, designate as its eventual head. Such things as tlicsc re- 
quire time, hut I am confitlcnt that we should not allow this detail to 
obscure, in the mind of any interested person, the clarity of the objec- 
tive toward which we arc striving. 

"'I'hc matter of civil government of Germany is entirely separate 
from the occupational duty of the Army, which rcs|H>nKibiUty will 
persist as long as our own Government deems necessary. Tiic true 
function of the Army in this region is to provide for the Unitetl States 
that reserse of force and power that can insure within our scone the 
prompt enforcement of all laws and regulations prescribetl by the 
Group Council, or in the absence of such law and regulation, the poli- 
cies laiii tiown by our own Government for the United States zone. 

“As you pointed out when here, separation of occupatit>nal and 
governmental responsibility is sound }u.st as soon as there is no longer 
any military or security reason for holding them together, if for no 
other reason than because of its conformity to the American principle 
of keeping the Army as such out of the civil government fieUl. Re- 
spectfully, Dwight D. Eisenhower.” 

I am in agreement with what the General has said. We discussed it 
while he was in Frankfurt, and eventually it will be carried out. 

Q. Mr. Frcsitlcnt, may I ask you, was that June sst or June 30th — 
that date ? 

THE PRESIOEHT. JuilC ISt, I946. 

Q. Mr. President, in other words, he wants to turn over by June ist, 
1946, the— - 

TUB PREsioEKT. TTic civil govcmmcnt, which in no way affects the 
occupational forces as occupational forces; but the civil government 
would be under a civilian. 
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Q. The American civilian has to he ap|ioiuinl ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That's fight, 

Q. Mr. President, have wc had any cxprcssipiu from the otlicr gov- 
ernments on that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. This IS siiKC I hail the ci»nvcf>.ition at 1 ‘r.inkfnrr. 
This is the first discussion that i have had i»n it. And the Slate Depart- 
ment and the War Department and the Presiilcru arc in agreement on 
this policy. 

Q. Will the next step be to see if that can l»c worked mu with the 
other governments? 

THE PRESIDENT. It Will. 

Q. Mr. President, will the principle eventually l»c followed as well in 
fapan? 

THE PRESIDENT. YCS. 

Q. Mr. President, would that entail the establishment of a German 
police force under American command to handle the tlireet {lolicing^ — - 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, that IS already in effect. 

Q. That would be the genenl principle of the 

THE PRESIDENT, That IS already in effect, and the military forces 
would be kept there merely as occupational forces to enforce the law, 
in case the local police could not do it. 

Q. Would that government be under the State Department, or would 
it be a separate organization ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It would bc 3 difcct Organization under the Presi- 
dent of the United States. 

Q, Mr. President, is it in connection with that letter from General 
Eisenhower that General Clay has now returned to the United States— 
or is now returning ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. It has flo connectsoti. General Clay— as ! 
know — ^is not returning only maybe on leave, or on some business of 
his own, because General Clay is one of our ablest generals, and we 
arc trying to keep him over there. 

Q. He is the military government man, more or less, and I thought 
he might bc working out 
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THE I’RESifti^NT. N<>. I Jc IS Still workiiig <>n tlic details of the govern- 
ment that is now in force over there. 

f3*) Q‘ 3 Mr. Presitlent, it was said in the House of Commons yester- 
day that Prcsiilent Rtjoscvelt aiui former Prime Minister Churchill 
rcachcti a secret agreement at Quebec on the peacetime use of the atom 
bomb. Do y<ni — 

THE PRESIIIENT. I iion’t think that is true. As nearly as I can fintl out 
on the atom energy release program, Great Britain, Canada, and the 
United States arc in equal partnership on its development. And Mr. 
Attlee is coming over here to discuss that phase of the situation with the 
President of the United States. 

Q. Well, Mr. President, arc these three countries in equal possession 
of the knowledge of how we protluced that bomb? 

THE pREs«^f.^rr. They arc. 

Q, Great Britain knows as much about how we produce that as we 
do? 

THE pRMior.NT. They do. 

0 ‘ Is that going to be the only topic that you and Mr. Attlee are 
going 10 discuss? 

THE pRismiiNT. Tliat is the only topic that has been requested to be 
discussed. 

Q. But that doesn't foreclose the 

THE pREstoENT. Mf. Attlct Can talk to me about anything he chooses, 
but he is coming over here to talk to me about the atom bomb. 

Q. Mr. President, a London paper suggested that— I believe the Lon- 
don Herald, a labor paper-^suggested that this might be the prelude 
of a new Big Three conference. Do you feel that way about it, or is 
there any possibility of that ? 

THE pREstoeNT. I don't think ! can intelligently answer that question, 
because the next step, after the Governments of Great Britain, Canada, 
and the United States have agreed on an international policy, will be 
to discuss the matter with the other governments of the world. 

J4.I Q. In connection with this Big Three, have you had any reply 
from Mr. Stalin from the material presented to him by Mr. Harriman? 
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THE EEEsroENT. Ycs, I havc. 

Q. Is there imythmg you can tell us about that rci>ly ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It was a Satisfactory reply. 

Q. Docs that mean, Mr. President, tliat you expect Russia will be 
represented at this Far Eastern Advisory Commission meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do, 

Q. Can you say when that reply vs^as rcceivcil, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Whilc I was in New York City making a speech on 
Navy Day. 

Q. Mr. Truman, docs that also mean that there would Ik an early 
convening or reconvening of the Council of Foreign Ministers, 
possibly? 

THE PRESIDENT. I can’t answcT that question until further develop- 
ments. 

Q. Mr. President, when you say you expect Russia to take part in 
the meeting now going on here, docs that mean that an agreement has 
been reached on the control council ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. This meeting is for tlie pur^xisc of discussing 
that program, for the other Allies to join us in the occupation of 
Japan. 

Q. Has direct acceptance or direct indication of Russia's intention to 
l^irdcipatc been received? 

THE PRESIDENT. No,ithasnot. 

Q. But you expect it to come in ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do. 

Q. Soon? 

THE PRESroENT. YcS. 

Q. Did the letter from—or the answer from Marshal Stalin postulate 
any specific steps? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. It WRs just A fricndly answer to my communi- 
cation to him. 

Q. Is there any reason why it couldn’t be made public, Mr. President ? 

THE PRESIDENT, Ycs, thcTC IS. When the dme comes for it to be made 
public, that will be made public; but the reason has not yet appeared. 
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jS'l Q* What do you tkink about the legislation reported out by 
die House Military Affairs Comnaittee yesterday, on prescribing penal- 
ties for breaking no-strike contracts? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wlicn that comcs to me for consideration, I will give 
you my opinion of it. 

Q. Mr. President 

Q, Mr. Prcsitlcnt, do you have any answer from Mr, Attlee on the 
Palestine question ? 

TtiR PRESIDENT. Let the lady ask her question, and then I will answer 
you. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, would you assent to Congress recessing be- 
fore it has dealt with the legislation you dealt with last night ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thc CongTcss has a right to vote its own recess, but 
I hope thc Congress will not recess until thc program is iBnished. 

Q. Doesn't the Congress usually ask the President if he has further 
business? 

THB PRESIDENT. I haven't been here long enough to answer that ques- 
tion. {Laughter] I'm sorry, 1 didn't mean to be sarcastic. 

[ 7 .] Q. Mr. President, last week you told us that the Crowley letter 
was "somewhere around the White House." Could you tell us 
whether— 

THB pRBsioBNT. It had been released. The one to which 1 had re- 
ferred had been released.* 

Q. There is noother letter? 

THE PRESIDENT. No Other letter for release. I have had several letters 
from Mr. Crowley. The conversation with Mr. Crowley on his resig- 
nation from his )db was verbal, and took place right here in this office, 
and 1 let him go reluctantly. 

[ 8 .] Q. Mr. President, 1 repeat that question, have you had any 
answer from Mr. Attlee on the l^estine question ? 

THB PRBsmENT. 1 havc had two or three messages horn Mr. Attlee 
with regard to the Palestine question. 

Q. Would you care to give us any indication as to what our Govern- 
ment's policy is in regard to that? 

M PUP ssv. 


essst-at 
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THE RREsmENT. No, bccausc it is still under discussion.* 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, pursuing this Crowley thing, have you de- 
cided on the question oi the Export-Import Bank appointments that 
you said you were considering last week ? 

THE PEEsiDENT. 1 am trying to make a decision today. I have several 
people under consideration. 

Q. Is Mr. Qrowley still on that list? 

THE 1>SBSID£NT. YCS, 

[10.] Q. Mr. President, have you named the Government delegate 
to the ILO meeting in Denmark next month ? 

THE pKEsmENT. 1 don’t thuik 1 havc. There have been so many things 
across my desk, I can’t r em ember having made that. I will look it up 
here and find out. 

[11.] Q. Mr. President, on your wage-price policy announcement 
last night, could you tell us what the maximum percentage wage in- 
crease on an industrywide basi s— — ■ 

rm, PRESIDENT. There is no such maximum thing on an industry- 
wide basis. Each case is an individual case, and that is the reason we 
have got to do it by collective bargaining. 

[12,] Q, Mr. President, you said recently that politics si in the air 
again. Would you be a candidate for re-election in 1948? [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. On my individual rights, I don’t diink I have to testify 
against myself at this dme, [Laughter] 

Q. That’s pretty good. 

THE RESIDENT. That mattCT has not entered my thoughts. I am too 
busy with other things. 

Q. IsMr.Hannegantoobusy? 

THE PRESIDENT, Mt. Hanncgan is the polidca! representative of the 
Democratic Party in the Cabinet of the President, and that is his job 
to look after those things, but I 6 xm*t think he is working on anything 
o£ that kind. 

Q. He seems m think he is, Mr. President. [Laughter] 


»Oa NoT«aii>«r IS th* wmu Boom m stetwaMt hr tte ” — - — 
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TIIK PRKSIRFNT. You Will havc to qucstioii him on that. I don’t an- 
swer for him. 

Reporter: ' 1 ‘hank you, Mr. Prcsulent. 

THE 1*RK,SII>KNT. YouVc WclcomC. 

mm.: PrCiiUrnt Tr«it«n*s thiny second at the White House at 10 a.m. on 
news conference was held in his office Wednesday, Octdxr 31, 1945. 


j 82 Statement by the President on Announcing the Mission 
to Japan of Ambassador Edwin W. Pauley, Personal 
Representative of the President on Reparations Matters. 
November 1, 1945 

llIK PROBLEM of what to do with Germany and Japan is one of 
the greatest challenges in the whole effort to aclucve lasting peace. 

The prcgr.im for rep.arations from Ckrmany which was developed 
by Ambassador Pauley and adopted at the Berlin Conference will go a 
long way toward helping us achieve complete victory over Germany, 
by depriving her of the means ever again to wage another war. The 
rc|>aratioits program which Ambassador Pauley will develop for fapan 
will Ik directed toward the same fundamental goal— to put an end for 
all lime to Japanese aggression. 

In carrying out this mission for me Ambassador Pauley and his staff 
will work in close cooperation with General MacAithur and his staff 
and will make full use of the surveys which have already been made 
by the industrial cxpciti now on General MacAithur’s staff. 

Nors: The While Howe releaie m«k« of Ambassador Pau]ey*t staff. The list 
ing puMic the «at»ncni noted that the ts published in the Department of Sute 
Prrtidem also announced the members Bulletin (vdl. 13, p. 739). 
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183 Letter to Edgar F. Furyear on Receiving Rc|Hiri of llie 
Review Committee on Merinent of Ciovcrnnicnt 
Employees. November 1, 1945 

[ Released November i, Uaird {Vu»l*cr o* ***4*5 ] 

Dear Mr, Puryear: 

Thank you for sending me the report of the Review Ojinmiiirc on 
Deferment of Government Employees under your chairmanship. 

I think that a splendid job has been done in keeping down the lumtlHrr 
of deferments of employees of the Federal Government. I know th.it 
a great deal of this accomplisliment is thie to your own paricftce, energy 
and patriotic determination to sec that the Selective Service Systciis «|v 
crated fairly and efficiently among government employees without 
disrupting the Federal service too much. 

I take this opportunity of thanking you anil eongr.itulating you oji 
the results achieved. 

Very sincerely, 

Hariiy S. Truman 


[ Honorable Edgar F. Puryear, Chairman, Review Commiiiee on Drfermrni 
of Government Employees, Washington, D.C. ] 


kotk: The 4-page report, which was 
released with the letter, is printed in 
the Congressional Record (vol. 91, p* 
.^.482^^. 

The report stated that Committee ac- 
tivities had resulted in the approval of 
a far smaller proportion of deferments 
than had been secured for non-Federal 
employees during the period covered by 
the report (February i944~August 


1944 )• llie report also noted that due 
to Committee policies occupational de- 
ferments lor Federal employees had 
been constantly reduced over the pre- 
ceding 18 memths, and that as of August 
>15* i944> 80 percent of all agencies of 
the Executive Branch of the Govern- 
ment had no approved occupational 
deferments. 


1 84 Address at the Opening Session of the Labor- 
Management Conference. November 5, 1945 

todies and gentlemen of the Labor-Management Conference: 

In a radio broadcast to the Aracricafi people last Tuesday night, I 
said: 
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*‘I am ct«ivincctl that if Uiljor am! management wiU approach each 
other, with tlic realization that they have a common goal, am! with the 
iietermi tint ion to eomjHise their difTercnccs in their owm long-range 
interest, it will not he ItJitg before we have put industrial strife beliind 
us. I«dx»r is the best customer that management has; and management 
is the stmree t»f l.tlxir's HvcHIkkkI. Both arc wholly dependent upon 
each other; aiu! the country in turn is dependent upon Ijoth of them,” 

'riiis conference has l>ccn called to provitie a nationwide opportunity 
to fulfill that ol)jective. Representatives of labor am! management are 
meeting here at this conference table, to discuss tlicir common problems, 
anti t«i settle tliffcrcnccs in the public interest. Here is tlic democratic 
process in action— in its very l)cst form. 

On this conference have l>ccn baset! many liigb hojKs of the Ameri- 
can |>etjplc. I’hcir eyes arc turned here in the expectation that you will 
furnish a broad ami permanent foundation for imlustrial peace and 
progress, 

I want to make it clear that this is your conference — a management- 
lalK>r conference— and not a Government conference. You have not 
Ih*cii clujscn by me or by any otlicr Cjovcrnmcnt official. You have been 
selected by the leading labor and industrial organizations in the United 
States. Tfierc has Ixren no interference by their Government in that 
selection. 

By the very nature of the task before you, you appear here not as 
rcpreseniattves merely of the organizations which chose you; but as 
public spirited citizens who during the ticliberations will consider the 
interests of all groups of our people, Eacli of you is now a member of 
the team which the American jKoplc hope will recommend definite 
policy in the field of industrial relations. We must begin with the firm 
realization that every citizen in our Nation has an identity of interest 
and a great stake in the maintenance of industrial peace and in the 
development of mature and effective Wtiysof achieving it. 

l*hc rime has come for labor and management to handle their own 
affairs in the traditional, American, democratic way. I hope that I can 
give up the President's wartime powers as soon as possible, so that man- 
agement and l.ilv»r can again have the full and undivided responsibility 
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for providing the production that we must iiavc to safcguartl tjur tio- 
mestic economy and our leadership in international aiTairs. 

Your Government, although it is acting as your host, has no hand 
in the direction or recommendations of this conference. It has no vote. 

This is your opportunity to prove that you can come to untlcrstand- 
ing and agreement without {lolitical or Government pressure. The 
outcome of this conference rests with the representatives of manage- 
ment and labor. But— as in all other public aflfairs— the outcome also 
rests with the American public who, by their interest and concern, can 
be a constant reminder that arbitrary selfishness and a refusal to see the 
other fellow's point of view have no place in these meetings. 

Our country is worried about our industrial relations. It has a right 
to be. That worry is reflected in ilie Halls of Congress in the form of 
all kinds of proposed legislation. You have it in your power to stop 
that worry. I have supreme confidence in your ability to find a demo- 
cratic way to compose industrial difBculties. 

Under the patriotic pressure of a desperate war crisis, management 
and labor have performed a miracle of production for four years — 
working together voluntarily but under a measure of Government 
control. Those controls must soon disappear. Many liavc already gone. 
And yet as soon as the first ones were taken off, industrial strife ap- 
peared. Some of it was expected by the American people in tliis 
period of adjustment. But I am sure that they never expected anything 
like the amount of strife which has been threatened. Anti i know that 
the American people do not like it— especially after the solemn promise 
by representatives of both management and labor that they would 
cooperate with their Government through the reconversion period. 

I make no effort to fix the blame. I have tried to lay fairly before the 
people the position of labor and the position of industry. They both 
have problems— grave and worrisome problems. But they arc not 
insoluble problems. Essentially they arc problems of adjustment to the 
drastic changes brought about by three and a half years of war. 

The important thing is to remember that those problcms--and th«r 
solution — cannot be allowed to stop us in our struggle to reconvert from 
war to peace. For until we successfully reconvert our productive ca- 
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pacity^ we cannot hope to proceol to'tvard our goal of full employment 
and an increased standard of living. If labor and management, in an 
industry or in a company, find that they cannot come to agreement, a 
way must be found of resolving their differences without stopping 
production. 

Finding the best way to accomplish that result without Government 
directive to either labor or industry — chat is your job. 

There arc many considerations involved. At the basis of them all, 
is not only the right, but the duty, to bargain collectively. I do not mean 
giving mere lip service to that abstract principle. I mean the willing- 
ness on both tides, yes, the determination, to approach the bargaining 
table with an open mind, with an appreciation of what is on the other 
side of the table^nd with a firm resolve to reach an agreement fairly. 

If that fails, If bargaining produces no results, then there must be a 
wUlingness to use some impartial machinery for reaching decisions on 
the basts of proven facts and realities, instead of rumor or propaganda 
or partisan statement. That is the way to eliminate unnecessary fric- 
tion. That is the way m prevent lockouts and strikes. That is the way 
to keep production going. 

We shall have to find methods not only of peaceful negotiation of 
labor contracts, but also of insuring industrial peace for the lifetime of 
such contractsu Contracts once made must be lived up to^ and should 
be changed only in the manner agreed upon by the parties. If we ex- 
pect oonfidefioe in agreements made, these must be lesponsibilsiy and 
Integrity on both sidet in carrying them out. 

Some substitute must be found for jurisdictional strikes. Business 
simply cannot ttop^ life and property just cannot be endangered, merely 
because of tome internal disagreement between factions of labor, In 
wbkb management can rightfully have no part or interest. There can 
be no moral or coonoiiiic juadficadon for stopping produedon while 
rival organizadons oootend with each ocher. Labc»r has a partkular 
interest in this m at tci^-for nothing is so desttuedve of public confidence 
in the UMtsves of ti«de uniofiism as a jurisdkdmial strike. 

On the other hand, management too often has looked upon labor 
sebdoos as a stqpchild of Its buaiaess, to be disregarded undl the coth 
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trovcrsy has reached a point where real coiketive bargaining becomes 
very difficult— if not almost impossible. It happens all too frequently 
that in the actual process of collective bargaining, tielaying tactics arc 
practised with the result that there is no real bargaining, 'rhcrc can 
be no justiheation for such tactics at the present time, or in the future. 

If this conference can recommend answers to tlic public tiernaml for 
machinery to prevent or settle industrial disputes, it will liavc niatle vast 
progress toward industrial peace. It will have iaiti a foundation for 
an era of prosperity and security. 

The whole world now needs the produce of our mills and factories— 
everything stands ready and primed for a great future. But situ.ations 
and circumstances can change rapidly. Our unparalleled opportunity 
may not long remain open. We must have production — vast produc- 
tion. Wc must have it soon. 

In order to have it, labor and management must work together to 
expand the economy of our Nation— as they worked together to protect 
the safety of our Nation during the war. If wc get the pro<!uction 
that we need — ^thc production which our resources and industrial skill 
make possible, the present problem of wages and prices will he easier 
to solve. Production means employment. It means economic wealth. 
It means higher wages and lower prices. It means the difference be- 
tween strength and prosperity on die one hand, and uncertainty and 
depression on the other. 

The men in this room direct a cross section of American itulustry, 
and lead American labor of all opinions. But you will fully succeetl 
only if labor and industry as a whole willingly accept your <lccisions, 
and will adopt the convictions developed out of this conference. 

The American people know the enormous size of your task. But 
the stakes are enormous too. If the people do not find the answers 
here, they will find them some place else. For these answers must and 
will be found. The whole system of private enterprise and individual 
opportunity depends upon finding them. 

When industrial strife becomes widespread, all of us lose the things 
wc need — ^thc wages that labor wants, the earnings and dividends that 
businessmen and investors want, and the pro<lucts that the consumers 
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want. No realist can expect the milicnmum of a perfect no-strike, no 
lock-out era at once. But continucti production and an expanding in- 
dustry — unhampcrcti as far as humanly possible by stoppages of work — 
are at»olutely essential to progress. 

That is the road to security at home and to peace abroad. We cannot 
fail in our efforts to move forward on that road. 

kotk; Tlic rtc*i*leni spoke in the Departmental Auditorium at approximately 
fa; 15 pan. 


185 Letter to die Chairman, House Appropriations 

Committee, Concerning the Need for Additional Funds 
for Advance Planning of Public Works. 

"Novembfr 7, 1945 

I Rekaaed November 7, 1945. Dated November d, 1945 ] 

Dear Ciarencet 

I with to bring particularly to your attention my communication to 
the Speaker under date of October 18, 1945, (House Document No. 
343), regarding the supplemental estimate of appropriation to permit 
the Federal Works Agency to continue and expand the program of 
advance planning of Sute and local public works under the basic au- 
thority contained in Tide V of the War Mobilization and Reconvernon 
Aaof 1944. 

You may recall that in my message to the Congress on September 6, 
1945 (House Document No. 283), 1 invited attention to d» fact that 
the approprtaikm thus far made for this purpose was entirely inade- 
quate and that I would therefore request additional funds in order to 
speed up this important activity during die reoonveraan period. It was 
pursuant to this that 1 tubmicted my request of October 18, 1945, for 
an additional appropriation and contract autborizadon. 

Theinatterof advance planning is one in which I have always had a 
dose, personal interest. To have available for immediat e construction 
a well developed and compktdy planned thdf of worthy public works 
projects is the best insurance against die waste whldi results when a 
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program of construction is undertaken without dctailcti iirawti^gs ant! 
specifications being available. The fact that the law requires tlic repay- 
ment to tlic Treasury of advances when constructit>n is uiulcrtaken 
tends to insure that the public works plimnctl by the use of such funds 
are needed public projects of worthw'hile character as tlie local com- 
munities are thereby using their own credit to finance this work. 

It is my earnest hope that your Committee will give prompt .*iml 
favorable consideration to the recommendations matlc in the message 
referred to above. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Tri'man 


[Honorable Clarence Cannon, Chairman, Appropriations Cotnntiitee, House of 
Representatives ] 


note: The President’s communication 
of October 18 (printed in House Doc. 
343, 79ch Cong,, ist sess.) requested an 
additional appropriation of $50 million 
for fiscal year 1946 and an additional 
$57.5 million in contract authority for 
the Federal Works Agency. The de- 


tails of the proposal, as set forth in a 
letter of the Director of the Bureau of 
the Budget, are also printed in I louse 
lyocument 343. 

For the President'* message of Sep* 
umber 6, see Item alm\e. 


186 Special Message to the Congress on U.S. Participation in 
the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation 
Administration. Nopember 13, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States of America: 

This country has pledged itself to do all that is reasonably possible 
to alleviate the suffering of our war-torn allies and to help them begin 
the task of restoring their economic productivity. The United Nations 
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration is one of the most important 
instrumentalidesfor accomplishing this great task. 

As I stated in my message to the Congress on September 6, 1945, 
the forty-seven nations of the Council of United Nations Relief and 
Rehabilitation Administration determined at thdr Tliird Meeting in 
Xondon last August that contributions beyond those originally made 
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would be necessary if we expect to complete the minimum tasks as- 
signed to UNRRA. The Council recommended, on the motion of the 
United States Delegate, that each member country, whose territory had 
not been invailetl by the enemy, should contribute an additional amount 
equal to one |»crcent of its national income for the fiscal year 1943. 

In accordance with this recommendation, the United States’ share 
would be 11,350,000,000, matching our original contribution authorized 
by the Act of Congress of March 28, 1944. 

The original contributions of all the member nations have been 
applied principally to the activities of UNRRA in providing relief and 
rehabilitation assistance to the countries of eastern and southeastern 
Europe, and to the care of United Nations displaced persons stranded 
in enemy territory. UNRRA, of course, docs not undertake relief or 
rehabilitation responsibilities in either Germany or Japan* 

The invaded countries of northwest Europe, comprising France, Bel- 
gium, Holland, Denmark and Norway, by and large, possess sufficient 
resources in foreign currency and credit to acquire their own essential 
imports from abroad. Direct assistance to northwest Europe is, there- 
fore, not being furnished by UNRRA. 

Poland, Csechoslovakia, Yugoslavia, Greece and Albania, on the other 
hand, not only have suffered greatly at the hands of the enemy in the 
course of the war but they are almost entirely without foreign exchange 
or cre«Ut resources. Consequently to date they have been the chief 
objects of UNRRA’s activity. 

UNRRA has undertaken a limited program of $50^000,000 in Italy to 
provide for the health and care of children, and expectant or nursing 
mothers. 

Italy, since her participation in the war as a co-belligerent with the 
United Nations, has contributed substantially in both manpower and 
facilities to the Allied victory, becoming, at the same time, one the 
most severely contested battlefields of the war. The destitution and 
needs there are appalling. Italy has virtually no foreign exchange re- 
sources and withmt the aid of UNRRA the country might well lapse 
into starvation. 

UNRRA has also assisted in the care and repatriation of millions of 
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allied victims of Axis aggression who were dc|>t)rtetl to and cnslavcil 
in Germany. It has initiated a prcHminary program of assistance to 
China. 

By the end of this year UNRRA anticipates iliat all ilic fumls wliich 
will be made available to it from all sources in accordance with the 
original contributions will have been spent or cncuntbcrctl. 'riic flow 
of supplies purchased with these funds cannot last bcyoml the early 
spring. 

The end of the war with Japan lias made it |x>ssible to estimate the 
magnitude of the relief requirements of China and otlicr Far Kasicrn 
areas. Reports on the European harvest of 1945 reveal a serious short- 
age of all types of foodstuffs. 

China presents the largest of all the relief responsibilities which 
UNRRA now faces. With inadequate supplies and resources it has 
struggled bravely for eight years to combat the enemy as well as the 
ravages of famine, disease and Inflation. Otlicr programs arc required 
for Korea and Formo.sa, two areas of the Far F«ist which are now lictng 
restored to the peaceful ranks of the Unitetl Nations after decades of 
Japanese oppression and extortion. 

UNRRA proposes the extension of aid to Austria. Tliis proposal is 
in accordance with the Moscow and Potstlam Declarations by the major 
powers to the effect that Austria shouUI lie treated independently of 
Germany and encouraged to resume the free and peaceful role which 
it played before being invaded by Hitlcris legions. 

A limited program of aid is also intended for the Soviet Republics of 
White Russia and the Ukraine. These areas constituted the principal 
battleflelds in the struggle between Russia and Germany. They were 
the scene of some of the worst German atrocities, devastation and 
paiagc. 

The recommended additional contributions will hardly sufiScc to 
permit UNRRA to meet the most urgent and immediate nectls for 
relief and rehabilitation for which it is rcsjionsiblc. We hope to fulfill 
a substantial part of this contribution tlirough the use of military and 
Icnd-Icasc supplies which have become surplus since the surrender of 
our enemies. 
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I know tliai America will not remain indifferent to the call of human 
suffering. I’liis is particularly true when it is suffering on the part of 
those who by saertffee anti courage kept the enemy from realizing the 
fruits of his early victories and from bringing his military might to bear 
upon our own shores, 

UNRRA is the chosen instrument of forty-seven United Nations to 
meet the immediate relief and rehabilitation needs of the invaded 
countries. 

UNRRA is the ffrst of the international organizations to operate in 
the post-war period, one which the United States originally sponsored 
and in whiclt it lias played a leading part. Apart from purely humani- 
tarian considerations, its success will do much to prove the possibility 
of establishing order and cooperation in a world finally at peace. 

I, therefore, request the Congress to authorize a new appropriation of 
|i,35o/)00,ooo for participation in the activities of UNRRA. 

Hamy S. Truman 

Nort: On December 18, 1945, the the work of UNRRA (Public !j»w a6a, 
Pretidcni approved a bill enaiUing the 79th Cong., 59 Stat. 613). 

United States to further participate in 


187 Statement by the President on the Problem of Jewish 
Refugees in Europe. Nouember 13, 1945 

FOLLOWING the receipt of information from various sources regard- 
ing the distressing situation of the Jewish victims of Naad and Fascist 
persecution in Europe, I wrote to Mr. Attlee on August 31 bringing to 
his attention the suggestion in a report of Mr. Earl G. Harrison that the 
granting of an additional 100,000 certificates for the immigration of 
Jews into Palestine would alleviate the situation. A copy of my letter 
to Mr. Attlee is being made available to the press. I continue to adhere 
to the views eiprested in that letter. 

I was advised by the British Government chat because of conditions 
in Palestine it was not in a poiidon to adopt the policy recommended, 
but that tc was deeply concerned with the situation of the Jews in 
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Europe. During the course of subsequent discussiuns iietwccn the tw< 
Governments, it suggested the establishment of a joinf Anglo- Americar 
Committee of Inquiry, under a rotating chairmanship* to examine th< 
whole question and to make a further review of the Palestine problem 
in the light of that examination and other rclcvaiit considerations. 

In view of our intense interest in this matter and of oiir l»c!icf that 
such a committee will be of aid in Ending a stdution which will Ik? l>oth 
humane and just, we have acceded to the British suggestion. 

The terms of reference of this committee as agrcetl ujton iKJtwccrt the 
two Governments arc as follows: 

1. To examine political, economic ami social comliiions in Palestine 
as they bear upon the problem of Jewish immigration and settlement 
therein and the well-being of the peoples now living therein. 

2. To examine the position of the Jews in those countries in I'.uropc 
where they have been the victims of Nazi anil Fascist {Krsecutton, an<l 
the practical measures taken or contemplated to l»c taken in those coun- 
tries to enable them to live free from discrimination am! oppression ami 
to make estimates of those who wish or will be impelled by their condi- 
tions to migrate to Palestine or other countries outside Europe. 

3. To hear the views of competent witnesses and to consult repre- 
sentative Arabs and Jews on the problems of Palestine as such problems 
arc ajffcctcd by conditions subject to examination under paragraphs f 
and 2 above and by other relevant facts and circumstances, and 10 make 
recommendations to His Majesty’s Government ant! the Government 
of the United States for ad Interim handling of these problems as well 
as for their permanent solution. 

4. To make such other recommendations to His Majesty’s Govern- 
ment and the Government of the United States as may be necessary to 
meet the immediate needs arising from conditions subject to examina- 
tion under paragraph 2 above, by remedial action in the European 
countries in question or by the provision of facilities for emigration to 
and settlement in countries outside Europe. 

It will be observed that among the important duties of this commit- 
tee will be the task of examining conditions in Palestine as they bear 
upon the problem of Jewish immigration. The establishment of this 
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Committee will make possible a prompt review of the unfortunate 
plight of the Jews in those countries in Europe where they have been 
subjected to pcrsecutioni and a prompt examination of questions related 
to the rate of current immigration into Palestine and the absorptive 
capacity of the country. 

The situation faced by displaced Jews in Europe during the coming 
winter allows no delay in this matter. I hope the Committee will be 
able to accomplish its important task with the greatest speed. 

Non; For ihe Froiidenil'i Iciier of in the Department of State Bulletin 
Augtut to Prime Mtnitter Attlee, sec (vd. ifi, p. 4S6). 

Item 188. Ilie tiarruon report, re* See dso Item aio. 
leased SeptemHer 29, 194$, it pubUthed 


188 Letter to Prime Minister Attlee Concerning the Need for 
Resettlement of Jewish Refugees in Palestine. 

November 13, 1945 

[ Releaied November 13, 1945. Dated August 31* 1945 ] 

My dear Mr, Prime Mimsier: 

Because of the natural interest td this Government in the present 
condition and future fate of those displaced persons in Germany who 
may prove to be stateless or non*repatriable, we recently sent Mr. Earl 
G. Harrison to inquire into the situation. 

Mr. Harrison was formerly the United States Commissioner of Immi- 
gration and Naturalization, and is now the RepresenuHve of this Gov- 
ernment on the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees. The 
United Kingdom and the United States, as you know, have taken an 
active interest in the work of this Committee. 

Instructiont were given to Mr. Harrison to inquire particularly into 
the problems and needs of the Jewish refugees among the displaced 
persons. 

Mr. Harrison visited not only the American zone in Germany, hut 
spent some time also in the British zone where he was extended every 
courtesy by the aist Army Headquarters. 

I have now received his report. In view of our conversations at Pots- 
'll 
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Aam I am siirc that you will find certain |x>rtions o( the rc|H>rt interest- 
ing. I am, tlicrcforc, sending you a copy. 

I should like to call your attention to the coticlusiuns aiul rcamiinen- 
dations appearing on page 8 and the following pagcs -'cspecially the 
references to Palestine. It appears that the available certificates for 
immigration to Palestine will be exitaustcil in tiie near future. It is 
suggested that the granting of an additional one hutulrcd thousitnd of 
such certificates would contribute greatly to a souiul stjlution for the 
future of Jews still in Germany and Austria, ami f<*r other Jewish 
refugees who do not wish to remain where they arc or who for untlcr- 
standable reasons do not desire to return to their countries of ttrigin. 

On the basis of this and other information which has c<»inc to me I 
concur in the belief that no other single matter is so im^iortant for those 
who have known the horrors of concentration camps ft»r over a decade 
as is the future of immigration possibilities into Palestine. I'lic numlier 
of such persons who wish immigration to Palestine or who would 
qualify for admission there is, unfortunately, no longer as large as it 
was before the Nazis began tiicir extermination program. As I saiii 
to you in Potsdam, the American people, as a whole, firmly believe that 
immigration into Palestine should not be closed and that a reasonable 
number of Europc*s persecuted Jews should, in accordance with their 
wishes, be permitted to resettle there. 

I know you arc in agreement on the pro{>osition that future peace in 
Europe depends in large measure upon our finding sound solutions of 
problems confronting the displaced and formerly pcrsccutcti groups dP 
people. No claim is more meritorious than that of the groups wlio for 
so many years have known persecution and enslavement. 

The main solution appears to lie in the quick evacuation of as many 
as possible of the non-repatriablc Jews, who wish it, to Palestine. If it 
is to be effective, such action should not be long delayed. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

note: Mr. Harrison’s report, to which the Department of State Bulletin (vol, 
the President referred, is published in 13, p. 456). See also Item 187. 
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189 Letter to President Osmena of the Philippines Upon 
Approving a Bill of the Philippine Congress. 

November 14, 1945 

My dear President Osmena: 

I have for some lime delayed my approval of House Bill No. 176 of 
the first Philippine Congress, which provides a reduction of the re- 
quired gold coverage of Philippine currency. This delay has been due 
to the fact that there have lien persistent charges that a sizable frac- 
tion of the Members of the Philippine Congress had been guilty of 
collaboration with the enemy, and I have not wanted my approval of 
the act to be distorted into approval of collaboration. 

I am informed, however, that the provisions of House Bill No, 176 
are necessary to the effective conduct of the Philippine Government and 
! accordingly have approved the act. At the same time, I should like 
to emphasize that my signature is in no sense an approval of the pres- 
ence in the Philippine Congress of any person who has given aid to 
the enemy or his political policies. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hahry S. Truman 

(Honomble Setgio OuncfUi, Presideni of the Philippines, 1617 Massachusetts 
Avenue NW., Washington 6, D,C. j 


190 Statement by the President on the Tenth Anniversary of 
the Philippine Commonwealth. November 15, 1945 

NOVEMBER 15, 1945, marks the tenth anniversary ci the inaugura- 
tion of the Philippine Commonwealth. Those ten years were set aside 
by Congress, and approved by the Filipino people, as a period of prep- 
aration for independence. The Philippines and the Filipinos were to 
have been given those ten years to prepare their national economy 
and their national government to assume the full responsibilities of 
nationhood. 
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Neither we nor they knew, in 1935* what a test t!ic PhiUppincs wonhl 
be called upon to pass in 1941 — the test of war. I he I'tltptiui jicoplc 
went through the ordeals of war and of Japanese (Kcupation in a man- 
ner to their immortal credit. It was a credit to them* and to us, who 
led the Philippines along the 4oycar roail from scrftlom under Spain 
to commonwealth status. But more than tliat it was a creilit to those 
ideals of democracy and human dignity whicli America introduced 
into the Philippines in 1898, ideals which took root there so firmly as 
to survive every savage effort of the Japane«: to uproot them. 

The Filipino people arc spiritually worthy of intic|Kntlcncc. I'hcy 
have won their spurs as a nation. We will honor our promise and our 
pledges to them. The United States stands really to ai<l the heroes of 
the Philippines in every way we can. 

The United States honors the Filipino people on tins tenth anniver- 
sary of Commonwealth Day. 


19 1 The President’s News Conference Following the Signing 
of a Joint Declaration on Atomic Energy. 

November 15, 1945 

£ With Prime Minister Attlee d Great Britain and Prime Minister King of 

Canada ] 

THE PRESIDENT. Will you pleasc listen for just a moment. I am going 
to read to you the document which has been signed by the Prime Min- 
ister of Great Britain and the Prime Minister of Canada, and the Presi- 
dent of the United States. Copies will be handed to you as you go oui» 
as soon as I finish reading. 

Questions on this document will have to come at a later time, when 
you arc fannliar with it. 

This is headed “The President of the United States, the Prime Min- 
ister of the United Kingdom, and the Prime Minister of Canada, have 
issued the following statement. 

We recognize that the application of recent scientific discoveries 
to the methods and practice of war has placed at the disposal of man- 
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kind means of destruction hitherto unknown, against which there can 
be no adet|u.itc military tlcfense, and in the employment of which no 
single nation can in fact have a monopoly. 

“2. We <lesirc 10 emphasize that the responsibility for devising means 
to ensure that the new discoveries shall l>c used for the benefit of man- 
kind. instead of as a means of destruction, rests not on our nations alone, 
but upon the whole civilized world. Nevertheless, the progress that we 
have made in the development and use of atomic energy demands that 
we take an initiative in the matter, and we have accordingly met to- 
gether to consulcr the possibility of international action: 

**(a) To prevent the use of atomic energy for destructive purposes. 

*‘(b) *1*0 promote the use of recent and future advances in scientific 
knowletlge, particularly in the utilization of atomic energy, for peaceful 
and humanitarian ends. 

**3. We are aware that the only complete protection for the civilized 
world from the destructive use of scientific knowledge lies in the pre- 
vention of war. No system of safeguards that can 1 ^ devised will of 
itself provide an effective guarantee ag»nst production of atomic weap- 
ons by a nation bent on aggression. Nor can we ignore the possibility 
of the development of other weapons, or of new methods of warfare, 
which may a>nttitute as great a threat to civilization as the military use 
of atomic energy. 

**4, Representing, as we do, the three countries which possess the 
knowledge essential to the use of atomic energy, we declare at the outset 
our willingness, as a first contribution, to proceed with the ezchange of 
fundamental scientific mformation and the interchange of scientists 
and scientific literature lor peaceful ends with any nation that will 
fully reci pro cate. 

**5. We believe that the fruits of scientific research should be made 
available to all nations, and that freedom of investigatioa and free inter- 
change of ideas are essentia] to the progress of knowledge. In pursu- 
ance of this policy, the basic scientific information essential to the 
devekipinent of atomic energy lor peaceful purpoaes has already been 
made available to the world. It is our intention that all further infor- 
mation of this character that may become available from time to rime 
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shall be similarly treated. We trust that other nations will adopt the 
same policy, thereby creating an atmosphere of reciprocal confidence 
in which political agreement and cooperation will fi<nirish. 

“6. We have considered the question of the tlisclosurc of tlctailed 
information concerning the practical imhistrial application of atomic 
energy. The military exploitation of atomic eitergy de|H-mls, in large 
part, upon the same methods and processes as wouUI he required for 
industrial uses. 

“We are not convinced that the spreading of the siKciali/cti informa- 
tion regarding the practical application of atomic energy, i>cfore it is 
possible to devise effective, reciprocal, anti enforceable safeguards ac- 
ceptable to all nations, would contribute to a constructive solution of 
the problem of the atomic bomb. On the contrary we think it might 
have the opposite effect. We arc, Iiowcver, prcparc<l tf» share, on a 
reciprocal basis with others of the Unitc<i Nations, dctailctl tnfortnacion 
concerning the practical industrial application of atomic energy just as 
soon as effective enforceable safeguards against its use hir ticstructive 
purposes can be devised. 

“7. In order to attain the most effective means of entirely eliminating 
the use of atomic energy for destructive purptiscs and promoting its 
widest use for industrial and humanitarian pur{X}ses, wc arc of the 
opinion that at the earliest practicable date a Commission should be .set 
up under the United Nations Organization to prepare recommenda- 
tions for submission to the Organization. 

**Thc Commission should be instructed to proceed with the utmost 
dispatch and should be authorized to submit recommeiulations from 
time to time dealing with separate phases of its work. 

“In particular, the Commission should make specific proposals: 

“(a) For extending between all nations the e.xchangc of basic sci- 
entific information for peaceful ends, 

“(b) For control of atomic energy to the extent necessary to ensure 
its use only for peaceful purposes, 

“(c) For the elimination from nadonal armaments of atomic weap- 
ons and of all other major weapons adaptable to mass destruction, 
“(d) For effective safeguards by way of inspection anti other means 
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to protect complying states against the hazards of violations and 
evasions. 

“8. The work of the Commission should proceed by separate stages, 
the successful completion of each one of which will develop the neces- 
sary confidence of the world before the next stage is undertaken. Spe- 
cifically, it is considered that the Commission might well devote its 
attention first to the wide exchange of scientists and scientific informa- 
tion, and as a second stage to the development of full knowledge con- 
cerning natural resources of raw materials. 

“9. Faced with the terrible realities of the application of science to 
destruction, every nation will realize more urgently than before the 
overwhelming need to maintain the rule of law among nations and 
to banish the scourge of war from the earth. This can only be brought 
about by giving wholehearted support to the United Nations Organi- 
zation, and by consolidating and extending its autliority, thus creating 
conditions of mutual trust in which all peoples will be free to devote 
themselves to the arts of peace. It is our firm resolve to work without 
reservation to achieve these ends.” 

And this document is signed by the three of us. 

That's all. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

Nore: President Truman's thirty-durd that Congresaional leaders and other 
news conference was held in his office guests were sitting or uanding around 
at the White House at 11:05 ajoti. on the President's d^—die Preddent ui 
Thursday, November 15, 1945. The the center with Mr. Attke on his ri^t, 
White House Official Reporter noted Mr. King on his left. 


192 Spedal Message to the Congress Recommending a 

Comprehennve Health Pre^am. 'November 19, 1945 

To the Congress of the Unised States: 

In my message to the Congress of September 1945 » there were 
enumerated in a proposed Economic BtU Rights certain rights which 
ought to be assured to every American citizen. 

One of them was: ”The right to adequate medkal care and the 
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opportunity to achieve and enjoy gexx! health. Another was the 
“right to adequate protection from the econonaic fears of . , . sick- 
ness. . . .” 

Millions of our citizens do not now have a full me.asiirc of op|H)rtunity 
to achieve and enjoy good health. Millions do not now have protection 
or security against the economic effects of sickness. I'iw lime has ar- 
rived for action to help them attain that opportunity am! that protection. 

The people of the United States received a shock when the inetlica! 
examinations conducted by the Selective Service System revealed the 
widespread physical and mental incapacity among the young people of 
our nation. We had had prior warnings from eminent medical authori- 
ties and from investigating committees. The statistics of the last war 
had shown the same condition. But the Selective Service System has 
brought it forcibly to our attention recently — in terms which all of us 
can understand. 

As of April 1, 1945, nearly 5,000*000 male registrants between the ages 
of x8 and 37 had been examinol and classified as unfit for military 
service. The number of those rejected for military service was about 
30 percent of all those examined. The percentage of rejection was 
lower in the younger age groups* and higher in the higher age groups* 
reaching as high as 49 percent for registrants between the ages of 34 
and 37. 

In addition, after actual induction* about a million and a half men 
had to be discharged from the Army and Navy for physical or mental 
disability, exclusive of wounds; and an equal number had to be created 
in the Armed Forces for diseases or defects which existed before 
induction. 

Among the young women who applied for admission to the Women’s 
Army Corps there was similar disability. Over one-third of those 
examined were rejected for phyrical or mental reasons. 

These men and women who were rejected for military service arc 
not necessarily incapable of civilian work. It is plain, however, that 
they have iUnesses and defects that handicap them, reduce their work- 
ing capacity, or shorten their lives. 

It is not so important to search the past in order to fix the blame for 
476 



Harry S, Truman, Nov. 19 [192] 

these conditions. !t is more important to resolve now that no American 
child shall come to adult life with diseases or defects which can be pre- 
venteti or corrected at an early age. 

Medicine lias made great strides in this generation — especially dur- 
ing the last four years. We owe much to the skill and devotion 
of the medical profession. In spite of great scientific progress, how- 
ever, each year we lose many more persons from preventable and 
premature deaths than we lost in battle or from war injuries during 
the entire war. 

We arc proud of past reductions in our death rates. But these re- 
ductions have come principally from public health and other com- 
munity services. We have been less effective in making available to 
ail of our people the benefits of medical prepress in the care and 
treatment of individuals. 

In the past, the benefits of modern medical science have not been 
enjoyed by our citittem with any degree of equality. Nor are they 
today. Nor will they be in the future— unless government is bold 
enough to do something about it. 

People with low or moderate incomes do not get the same medicai 
attention as those with high incomes. The poenr have more sickness, 
but they get less medical care. People who live in rural areas do not 
get the same amount or quality of medical attention as those who live 
in our cities. 

Our new Economic BUI of Rights should mean health security for 
an, regardless of residence, station, or race— everywhere in the United 
States. 

We should resolve now that the health of this Nation is a national 
concern; that Bnandal barriers in the way of attaining health shall be 
removed; that the health of aU its citizens deserves the help of all the 
Nation. 

There are five basic problems which we must attack vigorously if we 
would reach the health ol^ectivcs of our Economic Bill of Rights. 

I. The first has to do with the number and distribution of doctors 
and hospitals. One of the most important requirements for adequate 
health service Is proCesrional personnel— doctors, dentists, public health 
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and hospital administrators, nurses and otlicr cx|Krls. 

The United States has been fortunate with rcs|Kct to physicians. In 
proportion to population it has more than any large country in the 
world, and they are well trained for their calling, it is not enough, 
however, that we have them in sufficient numlicrs. I'hcy should be 
located where their services arc neetlctl. In this respect wc arc not so 
fortunate. 

The distribution of physicians in the United States has Ixcn grossly 
uneven and unsatisfactory. Some communities have had enough or 
even too many; others have had too few. Year by year tlic number in 
our rural areas has been diminishing. Indeed, in 1940, there were 31 
counties in the United States, each with more than a thousand inhabit- 
ants, in which there was not a single practicing physician. Tlic situa- 
tion with respect to dentists was even worse. 

One important reason for this disparity is that in some communities 
there are no adequate facilities for the practice of medicine. Another 
reason — closely allied with the 6rst — is that the earning capacity of the 
people in some communities makes it difficult if not impossible for 
doctors who practice there to make a living. 

The demobilization of 60,000 doctors, and of the tens of thousands of 
other professional personnel in the Armed Forces is now proceeding 
on a large scale. Unfortunately, unless wc act rapidly, wc may expect 
to see them concentrate in the places with greater financial resources 
and avoid other places, making the inequalities even greater than before 
the war. 

Demobilized doctors cannot be assigned. They must be attracted. In 
order to be attracted, they must be able to sec ahead of them profes- 
sional opportunities and economic assurances. 

Inequalities in the distribution of medical personnel arc matched by 
inequalities in hospitals and other health facilities. Moreover, there arc 
just too few hosjMtals, clinics and health centers to take proper care of 
the people of the United States. 

About 1,200 counties, 40 percent of the total in the country, with some 
15,00(^000 people, have cither no local hospital, or none that meets even 
the m i n i mum standards of national professional assoNciations* 
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The deficiencies arc especially severe in rural and semirural areas and 
in those cities where changes in population have placed great strains 
on community facilities. 

I want to ensphasize, however, that the basic problem in this field 
cannot be solved merely by building facilities. They have to be staffed; 
and the communities have to be able to pay for the services. Other- 
wise the new facilities will be little used. 

X The second basic problem is the need for development of public 
health services and maternal and child care. The Congress can be 
justifiably proud erf its share in making recent accomplishments possi- 
ble. Public health and maternal and child health programs already 
have made important contributions to national health. But large needs 
remain. Great areas of our country arc still without these services. 
This is especially true among our rural areas; but it is true also in far 
too many urban communities. 

Although local public health departments are now maintained by 
some 18/100 counties and other local units, many <rf these have only 
skeleton organizations, and approximately 40/xx)/>oo citizens of the 
United States still live in communities lacking fuU-time local public 
health service. At the recent rate <rf prog re ss in developing sudi serv- 
ice, it would take more than a hundred years to cover the whole Nation. 

If we agree that the national health must be improved, our cities, 
towns and farming communities must be made healthful places in 
which to live through piovidoii of safe water systems, sewage disposal 
plants and sanitary fadlitici. Our streams and rivers must be safe- 
guarded against pollution. In addition to building a sanitary envsron- 
snent for ourselves and for our children, we most {Mrovidediose services 
whic h p reven t and tnwfitiflftg hgalrh- • 

Services for expectant mothers and for infant^ care of ctif^led or 
ocherwiae phydcaily handicapped children and inocolatioa for the pro* 
vention of oommunkahle d isea ses are accepted public health functions. 
So too are many kinds of personal services such as the d ja gnosi s and 
mtment of widespread in f ecti oa as like tuberculosis and venereal dis- 
ease. A large part of the populatkm today lacks many or dU of these 
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Out success in the traditional public hcalili sphere is nunlc plain by 
the conquest over many communicable diseases. Typhoid fever, small- 
pox, and diphtheria — diseases for which there arc effective controls — 
have become comparatively rare. We must make the same gains in 
reducing our maternal and infant mortality, in controlling tubercu- 
losis, venereal disease, malaria, and oilier major threats to life and 
health. We are only beginning to realize our potentialities in aclilev- 
ing physical well-being for all our people. 

3. The third basic problem concerns medical research and profes- 
sional education. 

We have long recognized that we cannot be content with what is 
already known about health or disease. We must learn and under- 
stand more about health and how to prevent and cure disease. 

Research— well directed and continuously supported — can do much 
to develop ways to reduce those diseases of body and mind which now 
cause most sickness, disability, and premature death— diseases of the 
heart, kidneys and arteries, rheumatism, cancer, diseases of childbirth, 
infancy and childhood, respiratory diseases and tuberculosis. And re- 
search can do much toward teaching us how to keep well and how to 
prolong healthy human life. 

Cancer is among the leading causes of death. It is responsible for 
over 160,000 recorded deaths a year, and should receive special atten- 
tion, Though we already have the Nadoisal Cancer Instimte of the 
lE^iblic Health Service, we need still more coordinated research on the 
cause^ prevention and cure of this disease. We need more financial 
support for research and to establish special climes and ho8|»tals for 
diagnosis and treatment of the disease especially in its early i^ges. We 
need ix> train more physicians for the highly specialized servioes so 
essential for effeedve control of cantor. 

There is also special iiMd for research on mental diseases and ab- 

iKMmalitics. We have done pitifully little about mental iUnesscs, Ac- 
curate statistics arc laddngi but there is no doubt chat there are at least 
two million persons in the United States who are mentally ill, and that 
M many as ten millioii will probably need hospitalization for mental 

ilfocss for some paiod in the enurse of their lifetime, Agreatmanyof 
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tlicsc pcr’itjus wouUl he hdpctl hy pro|>tT care. Mental cases occupy 
more th.m tJnc halt ot the hospital beds, at a cost o£ about 500 million 
tloll.irs per vc-.ir— practically all of it coming out of taxpayers* money. 
F.ach year there are u*^,o<xj new mental cases admitted to institutions. 


We need more fneiiiahtiiscasc hospitals, more out-patient clinics. We 
nccii more services for early diagnosis, anti especially we need much 
more research to learn how to prevent mental breakdown. Also, we 
must have many more irainttl and qualified doctors in this field. 

It is cU ar that we have nor done enough in peace-time for medical 
research and ctkication in view of our enormous resources and our 
nattoiiai interest in health progress. The money invested in research 
pays eiuirmous lUvhlciuh. If any one doubts this, let him think of 
IH-iiiciUtiu plasma, DDT powder, and new rehahiiitution techniques. 

*rhr fourth problem has to do with the high cost of individual 
mcilical care. The principal reason why people do not receive the care 
they need is tliai they cannot affortl to pay for it on an individual basis 
at the lime they tieetl it. This is true not only for needy persons. It is 
also true for a large pro{Hirtian of normally sclf-supiwrting persons. 

In the aggregate, all heaitlt services -‘ from public health agencies, 
physici.uis, hoNpitah, dentists, nurses and lalxiratorics — absorb only alxiut 
4 jicricni of the national income. We can afford to spend more for 
health. 

But four j»crccni is only an average. It is cold comfort in individual 
caws. Individual families pay their individual costs, and not average 
costs. I'licy may be hit by sickness that calls for many times the aver- 
age cost— -in extreme eases for more than their annual income. When 
this hapjicns they may come face to face with economic disaster. Many 
Dmilics, fearful of expense, dehiy calling the doctor long beyond the 
time when medical care would do the most good. 

For some persons with very low income or no income at all we now 
use taxpayers' money in rfic form of free services, free clinics, and pub- 
lic hospitals. Tax*sup|>ortcd, free mctlical care for needy persons, how- 
ever, is insufficient in most of our cities and in nearly all of our rural 
areas. Tltis deficiency cannot be met by private charity or the kindness 
of individual physidans. 
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Each of us knows doctors who work tiirough endless days am! nights, 
never expecting to be paid for tlicir services because many of their pa- 
tients are unable to pay. Often the pltysician spciuls not only his time 
and effort, but even part of the fees he has collected from patiettts able 
to pay, in order to buy medical supplies for tlujse w!M^ cannot afford 
them, I am sure that there arc thousands of such pliysicians thnnigh- 
out our country. They cannot, and should not, lie ejc|icctctl lt» carry 
so heavy a load. 

5. The fifth problem has to do with loss of earnings when sickness 
strikes. Sickness not only brings tloctor bills; it also cuts off income. 

On an average day, there arc alK>ut 7 million persons so dtsabletl by 
sickness or injury that they cannot go aliout their usual tasks. < )f these, 
about 3J4 millions arc persons who, if they were not tUsablcd, would be 
working or seeking employment. More than one- half of these disablctl 
workers have already been disabled for six montiis; many tif titcni will 
continue to be disabled for years, and some for the remaitulcr of their 
lives. 

Every year, four or five hundred million working days are lost from 
productive employment because of illness and aecidem among iliosc 
working or looking for work— -about forty times the numlicr of days 
lost because of strikes on the average during the ten years licforc the 
war. About nine-tenths of this enormous loss is due to illness .*ind acci- 
dent that is not directly connected with employment, ami is therefore 
not covered by workmen’s compensation laws. 


These then arc the five important problems which must be solvctl, 
if we hope to attain our objective of adequate medical care, good health, 
and protection from the economic fears of sickness and disability. 

To meet these problems, I recommend that the Congress adopt a 
comprehensive and modern health program for the Nation, consisting 
of five major parts— each of which contributes to all the others. 

first: CONSTOUenON of hospotals and related FACILITtES 

The Federal Government should provide financial and other assist- 
ance for the construction of needed hospitals, health centers and other 
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medical, health, and rehabilitation facilities. With the help of Federal 
funds, it should be possible to meet deficiencies in hospital and health 
facilities so that modern services — for both prevention and cure — can be 
accessible to all the people. Federal financial aid should be available 
not only to build new facilities where needed, but also to enlarge or 
modernize those we now have. 

In carrying out this program, there should be a clear division of 
responsibilities between the States and the Federal Government. The 
States, localities and the Federal Government should share in the hnan* 
cial responsibilities. The Federal Government should not construct or 
operate these hospitals. It should, however, lay down minimum na- 
tional st.'indards for construction and operation, and should make sure 
that Federal funds are allocated to those areas and projects where Fed- 
eral aid is needed most. In approving state plans and individual proj- 
ects, and in fixing the national standards, the Federal agency should 
have the help of a strictly advisory body that includes both public and 
professional members. 

Adequate emphasis should be given to facilities that are particularly 
useful for prevention of diseases~~mental as well as physical*~and to 
the coordination of various kinds of facilities. It should be possible to 
go a long way toward knitting together facilities for prevention with 
facilities for cure, the large hospitals of medical centers with the smaller 
institutions of surrounding areas, the facilities for the civilian popula- 
tion with the facilities for veterans. 

The general policy of Federal-State partnership which has done so 
much to provide the magnificent highways of the United States can be 
adapted to the construction of hospitals in the communities which need 
them - r 

SBCXSND; ZaDPANStON OP FUBUG HEALTH, MATBINAL AND CHILD HEALTH 

SBEVICBS 

Our programs for public health and related services should be en- 
larged and strengthened. The present Federal-State cooperative health 
programs deal with general public health work, tuberculosis and ve- 
nereal disease control, maternal and child health services, and services 
for crippled children. 
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These programs were especially licvcloiwti in ihc ten years before 
the war, and have been extended in some areas iluring the war, 'I’licy 
have already made important contribute ms to national health, but they 
have not yet reached a large proportion of our rural areas, aiul, iti many 
cities, they arc only partially devclojxttl. 

No area in the Nation shouKI continue to be witlumi llic services of 
a full-time health officer and other essential personnel. No area shoiiUl 
be without essential public health services or sanitation facilities. Nti 
area should be without community health services such ns maternal and 
child health care. 

Hospitals, clinics and health centers must he huill to meet ilic needs 
of the total |x>puiation, and must make atlctjuaic provisitjn for the safe 
birth of every baby, and for the health protection of infants ami children. 

Present laws relating to general public health, and to maternal aiui 
child health, have built a solid foundation of Federal cmijicratitm with 
the States in administering community health services. The emer- 
gency maternity and infant care program for the wives and infants of 
servicemen— -a great wartime .service authorb.ed hy tlic Congress — has 
materially increased the experience of every State he.titti agency, .'inti 
has provided much-needed care. So too have other wartime programs 
such as venereal disease control, industrial h>gicne, malaria control, 
tuberculosis control and other services offcrcti in war essential 
communities. 

The Federal Government should cooperate by more generous grants 
to the States than are provided under present laws hir public health 
services and for maternal and child health care. The program should 
continue to be partly financed by the States themselves, anti should be 
administered by the States. Federal grants should be in proportion to 
State and local expenditures, and should also vary in accordance with 
the financial ability of the respective States. 

The health of American children, like their education, should be 
recognized as a definite public responsibility. 

In the conquest of many diseases prevention is even more important 
&an cure. A well-rounded national health program should, therefore, 
include systematic and wide-spread health and physical education and 
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examinations, l>cginning with the youngest children and extending 
into comntunily organizations. Medical and dental examinations of 
school children arc now inadequate. A preventive health program, to 
be successful, must discover defects as early as |X)ssiblc. We should, 
therefore, see to it that our health programs arc pushed most vigorously 
with the youngest section of the population. 

Of course, Federal aid for community health services — for general 
public health and for mothers and children — should complement and 
not duplicate prepaid medical services for individuals, proposed by the 
fourth recommendation of this message. 

third: medical education and research 

Federal Government should undertake a broad program to 
strengthen professional education in medical and related fields, and to 
encourage and support medical research. 

Professional education should be strengtJicncd where necessary 
through Federal grants>in>aid to public and to non-profit private insti- 
tutions. Medical research, also, should be encouraged and supported 
in the Federal agencies and by grants-in-aid to public and non-profit 
private agencies. 

In my message to the Congress of September 6, 1945 , 1 made various 
recommendations for a general Federal research program. Medical 
research— dealing with the broad fields of physic^ and mental ill- 
nesset— should be made eflFixtive in part through that general program 
and in part through specific provisiwis within the scope of a national 
health program. 

Federal aid to prmnoce and sup^rt research in medicine, public 
heal th and ai lied fields is an essential part of a general research program 
to be administered by a central Federal research i^cncy. Federal aid 
tot research and education ss also an essentiai part of any na- 

tional health p r ogra m, if it is to meet its responsibilities for high grade 
medical services and for continuing progress. Coordinarion of the two 
programs is obviously necessary to assure efBdlent use of Federal funds. 
y covering medical research in a national health program 

should provide for such cooitli^ 
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fourth: prepayment op medicau awTs 

Everyone should have ready access to all necessary medical, IwJspital 
and related services. 

I recommend solving the basic problem by distributing the costs 
through expansion of our existing compulsory social insurance system. 
This is not socialized medicine. 

Everyone who carries fire insurance knows how the law of averages 
is made to work so as to spread the risk, and to l^cneftt the insured who 
actually suffers the loss. If insteatl of tlie costs of sickness l>cing paid 
only by those who get sick, all the people — sick am! well — were re- 
quired to pay premiums into an insurance fuml, the |xxd of funds thus 
created would enable all who do fall sick to l>c adequately served with- 
out overburdening anyone. That is the principle uixm which ail forms 
of insurance arc based. 

During the past fifteen years, hospital insurance platts have taught 
many Americans this magic of averages. Voluntary health insurance 
plans have been expanding during recent years; but their rate of growth 
docs not justify the belief that they will meet more than a fraction of 
our people’s needs. Only about 3% or 4% of our population now have 
insurance providing comprehensive medical care. 

A system of required prepayment would not only sprcatl the costs of 
medical care, it would also prevent much serious disease. Since medical 
bills would be paid by the insurance fund, doctors woultl more often 
be consulted when the first signs of disease cKCur insteatl of when the 
disease has become serious. Modern hospital, specialist anti lalxiratory 
services, as needed, would also become available to all, anti woultl im- 
prove the quality and adequacy of care. Prepayment of medical care 
would go a long way toward furnishing insurance against disease itself, 
as well as against medical bills. 

Such a system of prepayment should cover medical, hospital, nurs- 
ing and laboratory services. It should also cover dental care— -as fully 
and for as many of the population as the available professional person- 
nel and the financial resources of the system permit. 

The ability of our people to pay for adequate metlical care will be 
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increased if, while they arc well, they pay regularly into a common 
health funti, instead of paying sporadically and unevenly when they 
arc sick. This health fund should be built up nationally, in order to 
establish the broadest and most stable basis for spreading the costs of 
illness, and to assure adequate financial support for doctors and hos- 
pitals everywhere. If we were to rely on state-by-statc action only, many 
years would elapse before we had any general coverage. Meanwhile 
health service would condnue to be grossly imcven, and disease would 
continue to cross state boundary lines. 

Medical services arc personal. Therefore the nation-wide system 
must be highly decentralized in administradon. The local adminis- 
trative unit must be the keystone of the system so as to provide for local 
services and adaptation to local needs and conditions. Locally as well 
as nadonally, policy and administradon should be guided by advisory 
committees in which the public and the medical professions are 
represented. 

Subject to nadonal standards, methods and rates of paying doctors 
and hospitals should be adjusted locally. All such rates for doctors 
should be adequate, and should be appropriately adjusted upward for 
those who are qualified spedalista. 

People should remain free to choose their own physicians and hos- 
pitals. The removal of financial barriers between patient and doctor 
would enlarge the present freedom of choice. The legal requirement 
on the population to contribute involves no compulsion over the doctor’s 
freedom to decide what services his patient needs. People will remain 
fiee to obtain and pay for medical service outside of the health insur- 
ance system if they desire, even though they are members of the system; 
just as they are free to send their children to private instead of to public 
schools, although they must paytaxes for public schools. 

Likewise phyricians should remain fr^ to accept or reject patients. 
They must be allowed to decide for themselves whether they wish to 
paitscipete in the health insurance system full time, part time, or not 
at alL A physidan may have some patients who are in the system and 
some wlm are not. Physicians must be permitted to be represented 
through organizationt of their own choorin^ and to decide whether to 
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carry on in individual practice or to join with other doctors in group 
practice in hospitals or in clinics. 

Our voluntary hospitals and our dry, county and state genera! hos- 
pitals> in the same vray, must be free m participate in the system to what- 
ever extent they wish. In any case they must continue to retain their 
administrative independence. 

Voluntary organizations which provide health services that meet rea- 
sonable standards o£ quality should be entitled to furnish services under 
the insurance system and to be reimbursed for them. Voluntary co- 
operative organizations concerned with paying doctors, ho8|:Hta!s or 
others for health services, but not providing services directly, should be 
entitled to participate if they can contribute to the efficiency and econ- 
omy of the system. 

None of tiiis is really new. The American people arc the most in- 
surance-minded people in the world. They will not be frightened off 
from health insurance because some people have misnamed it **sodalized 
medidne**. 

1 repeat— what 1 am recommending is not socialized medicine. 

Socialized medicine means that all doctors work as employees of 
government. The American people want no such system. No such 
system is here proposed. 

Under the plan 1 suggest^ our people would continue to get medical 
and hospital services Just as they do flow— on the basis of thdr own 
voluntary dedsions and chdees. Our doctors and hospitals would con- 
tinue to deal with disease with the same profestkmal freedom as now. 
There would, however, be this aiymportam diffierence: whether or not 
patients get the services they need would not depend tm how much they 
can affiord to pay at the time. 

I am in favor of the t»<oadest possible coverage for this insurance 
system. I believe that all persons who woik for a living and thdr 
dependents should be covered under such an insuiance plan. This 
would indude wage and salary earners, those in business for them- 
selves, professional person^ faimers, agdeukund Idbor, cksmestic ec^ 
ployee^ government emfdoyees and employees of non^uofit inatitutioni 
and thdr families. 
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In acjciition» needy persons and other groups should be covered 
through appropriate premiums paid for them by public agencies. In- 
crcascil I*edcr.ii funds shouUl also be made available by the Congress 
untlcr the public assistance programs to reimburse the States for part of 
such premiums, as well as for direct expenditures made by the States 
in paying for medical services provided by doctors, hospitals and other 
agencies to nectly persons. 

Premiums for present social insurance benefits arc calculated on the 
first |^.fx}0 of earnings in a year. It might be well to have all such 
premiums, including those for health, calculated on a somewhat higher 
amount such as $3,600. 

A broad program of prepayment for medical care would need total 
amounts approximately equal to 4% of such earnings. The people of 
the Uniictl States liavc been spending, on the average, nearly this per- 
centage of their incomes for sickness care. How much of the total fund 
should come from the insurance premiums and how much from general 
revenues is a matter for the Congress to decide. 

l*hc plan which 1 have suggested would be sufficient to pay most 
doctors more than the best they have received in peacetime years. The 
payments of the doctors* bills would be guaranteed, and the doctors 
would be spared the annoyance and uncertainty of collecting fees from 
individuat patients. The same assurance would apply to hospital^ 
dentists and nurses for the services they render. 

Pedcrat aid in the construction of hospitals will be fudlc unless there 
is current purchasing power so that people can use these hospitals. 
Doctors cannot be drawn to sections whi^ need them without some 
assurance that they can make a living. Only a nation-wide spreading 
of sickness costs can supply such sections with sure and sufficient pur- 
channg power to maintain enough physicians and hospitals. 

We are a rich nation and can afford many things. But ill-health 
which can be prevented or cured is one thing we cannot afford. 

FUTM: PiOTECTlON AGAINST LOSS OF WAGES FIOII SICKNESS ANU DISABILITT 

What I have discussed heretofore has been a program for improving 
and spreading the health services and fadlitiet of the Nation, and pro- 
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viding an effident and less burdensottnc system of paying for them. 

But no matter what wc do, sickness will of course come to many. 
Sickness brings with it loss of wages. 

Therefore, as a fifth clement of a comprehensive health program, the 
workers of the Nation and their families should be protected against 
loss of earnings because of illness, A comprehensive health program 
must include the payment of ben<^ts to replace at least part of the 
earnings that are lost during the period of sickness and longterm dis- 
ability. This protection can be readily and conveniently provided 
through expansion of our present social insurance system, with appro- 
priate adjustment of premiums. 

Insurance against loss of wages from sickness and disability deals 
with cash benefits, rather than with services. It has to be coordinated 
with the other cash benefits under existing social insurance systems. 
Such coordination should be effected when other social security meas- 
ures are reexamined. I shall bring this subject again to the attention 
of the Congress in a separate message on social security. 


I strongly urge that the Congress give careful consideratioii to this 
program of health legislation now* 

Many millions of our veterans, accustmned in the armed forces to the 
best of medical and hospital care, will no longer be eligible for such 
care as a matter of right except fw their service-connected disabilities. 
They deserve continued adequate and comprehensive health service. 
And thdr dependents deserve it too. 

By preventing illness, by assuring access to needed community and 
personal hedth services, by promoting medical research, and by protect- 
ing cm people against the loss caused by sickness, we shall strengthen 
our national health, our national defense, and our economic produc- 
tivity. We shall increase the praletsiona] and economic opportunities 
of our physicians, dentists and nurses. Wc shall increase the effective- 
ness of our hospitals and public health agencies. We shall bring new 
security to our people. 

We need to do this especially at this time because of the return to 
490 



Harry S, Truman, Nov, 20 [193] 

civilian life of many doctors, dentists and nurses, particularly young 
men and women. 

Appreciation of modern achievements in medicine and public health 
has created widespread demand that they be fully applied and univer- 
sally available. By meeting that demand we shall strengthen the Nation 
to meet future economic and social problems; and we shall make a most 
important contribution toward freedom from want in our land. 

Harry S. Truman 


193 The President's News Conference of 
"November 20, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT. [ I.] I Want to announce some very Important changes 
in the Army command. 

( Reading ) **Ever since Japan's surrender, General Marshall has been 
desirous of relinquishing his position as Chief of Staff. He feels that 
his primary duty of directing the mobilization, the training, and em- 
ployment of our wartime armies has been completed, and that the 
military is entering a new and lengthy administration of an interim 
ami postwar army. General Marshall is of the firm opinion that the 
decisions incident to that administration should be made by his successor 
in office, who will be charged with the responsibility of carrying out 
those decisions. 

**1 need not reiterate my reasons as to why I am loath to deprive my- 
self of General Marthall's services as Chief of Staff of the Army." 

1 have said that 1 think be u the greatest military man that this coun- 
ls7 ever produced — or any other country, for that matter. 

[Coniinmng reading] "Accordingly, I am relieving him of his duties 
as Chief of Staff of the Army, and will today send to the Senate the 
nomination of General of the Army Dwight D, Eisenhower as Genera! 
MarshaH's successor in that office. Pending the action of the Senate, I 
have designated General Essenhowor as acting Chief of Staff of the 
Army. 

"I have also approved the selection of General Joseph T. McNarncy 
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to relieve General Eisenhower as Ctimmaniling CJencrah tJiihal States 
Forces, Euro|>ean Theater, anti 0»miuan«lcr in Ghicf of iltc l-nitcti 
States Forces of Occupation in Germany aiul the Representative of 
the United States of America on the O>ntrol Council of Germany.’’ 
[Ends reading] 

I am also appointing— sending tlown the name of Fleet Admiral 
Chester W, Nimitz to be Chief of Naval 0|Kralions in the Department 
of the Navy to succeed Admiral Ring. Admiral Niinil/. will return to 
the Pacific, and Admiral Spruance will lake over tlie Pacific command. 
Then Admiral Nimitz will come hack here for a few weeks* rest, aiul 
then he and Admiral King will work tmi the taking over of the Chief 
of Naval Operations, after he has had his vacation. 

Q, Didn’t Admiral King !»avc two jobs, Mr. President? Isn’t he 
Commander in Chief of the Fleet and Chief of Naval O|>crations Isoih ? 

TijR pREsroENT. Hc was Chief of Naval O|>craiions, Inii Admiral 
Nimitz is in command of the Pacific Fleet. I don’t think Atimiral King 
ha<l the job 

Q, He had a dual title, Mr. President. Commamicr of the Unitcil 
States Fleet 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. 

Q. and Chief 

THE P1U&SIDENT. And Chief of the whole Navy. 

Q. Hc doesn’t retain any status in the Navy ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. Admiral King asked to t»e relieved at the same 
time Gtmcral Marshall asked to lie relieved, immctllatcly after the 
close of the Japanese— after the Japanese surrender, and I didn’t want 
cither one of them to quit and have prevented it up to this time, but I 
think it has to be accepted. 

Q. What are Spruance's initials ? 

THE PRESIDENT, I don’t fcnow what Admiral Spruance's tnitials are. 

Q. Does Admiral Nimitz get both jdbs? Hc is Commander in 
Chief of the Fleet 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc Will havc thc Same position as Admiral King hat. 

Q. That is more or less indefinite, then— 1 mean as to the time? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. It vj^iH bc aftCT Christmas before Admiral Nim- 
itz will relieve Admiral King. 

O- When will the Eiscnhower-Marshall change take place, Mr. 
President ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Immediately. 

Q. Immediately ? Thank you, 

[2.] Q. Mr. Proiidenty do you have any comment on the progress, 
or rather lack of progress, of the Labor-Management Conference? 

THE PRESIDENT. 1 am Still hopefuI that they will come out with a con- 
crete program for the settlement of disputes between labor and man- 
agement, just as I suggested that they do when they started to work. 

[3,] Q. Mr. President, do you have anything on the resignations 
of General Arnold and General Somervell, who wanted to quit at the 
same time General Marshall did ? 

THE PRESIDENT. They havc both asked to be relieved, but their resig- 
nations have not yet been accepted. 

Q. Mr. President, the Washington Post has started a public 
opinion poll among the voteless citizens here 

Q. Mr. President, what was that paper ? {The President reached for 
a copy of the Washington Post, and held it up to the neu/smen] 

THE PRESIDENT. Thls IS it {Loughter'l Of course I believe that every 
citizen of the United States ought to have the right to vote — including 
the citizens of Washington. 

Q. What do you think of the poll? [Laughterl 

TKi pRRSiDiNT. Well, I supposc it IS as accurate as the Gallup poll, 
isn't it ? ( Conttnned Urnghtei] 

Q. The idea behind it, Mr. President? 

TKB PRisioiKT. The idea behind it is all right There are practical 
dilSculties, however, which should be worked out iot the benefit of 
the citizens of Washington and for the benefit of the Government of 
the United States; and 1 am sure that they will be properly worked out 

[5.] Q. Mr. President are there any indications that your c^ce 
m^t act in the Detroit strike? 

THiPtasmiNT. What is that? 
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Q. Arc there any indications your oflfice might take a liaiui in tine 
Detroit strike trouble? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

[6.3 Q. Mr. President, are you ready as yet to name tlic members 
of the Anglo-American Commission on Palestine ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am ttot. I am considering several people. I 
can’t name them, however, until the government of the — € treat Britain 
and our own Government agree on the siac of the Commission and its 
number, 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, this morning there w.as a r^sumd of the tlif- 
ferent troubles that we are in throughout the worUI in connection with 
war, with the idea that there is peace but it is still not |Kace. Is there 
anything that you could say to us, sir, that wouUl—that would Ih* a 
sort of a beacon for [here the questioner paused | 

THE PRESIDENT. Beacon for what.** [Laughter] 

Q. I thought you would hnlsh it. [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. Finish your question and ! will answer it-**! will 
make an attempt to answer it. 

Q. Have something for the people to sfioot at? [Loud and uproar- 
ious laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. WcII, it isn*t 3 matter of l>ctng someilung for the 
people to shoot at. It is something for the csiablishmeni of world 
peace, and I think the conference which was held last week was a first 
step toward implementing the United Nations Organix.ition which 
will be the fundamental organization through which we can get fnrace 
in the world. And it is necessary to establish confitlcncc between the 
various governments in the world in order to h.ivc that peace. Tliat 
takes a little time, a little exchange of— a little necessary exchange of 
viewpoints and ideas. 

Every country is having exactly the same sort of troubles that we 
arc, and I think every country is trying to meet its domestic troubles 
and not paying as much attention to the international situation as they 
will at a later date. 
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I am not at all ixrssimistic on the final outcome. We will have per- 
manent l^cacc in the world. It is necessary that we have permanent 
peace. We arc on the threshold, I think, of the greatest age in the 
history of mankind. We must grasp that opportunity, else the other 
ruaii is complete destruction. 

(8.] 0» M*** Ptesidem, may I ask if it is your intention to ask the 
Unitctl Nations session, which holds its first meeting in January, to set 
up the atomic liomh commission which has been proposed as a result 
of last week's conference? 
tiik narsiorNT. That’s the— that’s the program. 

Q. At the first meeting? 

Tur natsmi NT. Thai’s the program. 

Q. Tliank you. 

Q. Mr. President, will that request go to the Assembly, or to the 
Security Onincil. or what arc your ulcas for its construction ? 

Tiir. MtrAitirttfT. It will. We will have to work out that concrete prac- 
tical program when the Unitctl Nations session takes place. I think 
every one of the countries ought to have a hand in it. 

Q. Mr. President, have you had any official expressions of opinion 
from Russia, China, or France as to the Anglo-American-Canadian 
pronouncement on the atomic bomb? 

Ttta FimsiusNT. No, 'We haven’t had lime to get the replies yet. 

0. Mr. President, to clear up that one point that every country ought 
to have a hand in it. are we to take it to mean that you mean the Assem- 
bly should construct it ? 

TiiE wiiLsiosNT. Thai’s right. 

Q. Mr. President, are we still manufacturing atomic bombs? 

Tiis HiwitosjvT. Yet, we arc. 

O. What for, Mr. President? 

tiik pMsmt MT. Experimental purposes. 

1 9 .) Q* Mr. President, arc you ready to announce anything about 
a new Farm Security Admirastraior? 
ntemutmsNT. No, I am not. 

Q. Mr. Anderson is worrying about it. 
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[io.| Q. Mr. President, on that Ixnnh tjurstum, there arc some tif 
us who thought that even after the iiuiustriai kium*-}iHW was made 
available that there would l^e a missing link, so to sjicak, between the 
industrial prosiuction and manufacturing of the Inimh, and we were 
not turning loose that secret. Is tfiat correct* sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That IS a qucsiion that I can't answer iniclUgcntly 
because it takes a scientist who is familiar with all the p's and <|’s anil 
I don’t claim to be a physicist; but it is the program as outlincil in the 
agreement between Great Britain, Canada, and ourselves, to try to im- 
plement that tremendous discovery which we have made fur jHracetiine 
purposes instead of for wartime purposes. 

And one of the ways to <io that would Ik to use tlic material which 
has been set aside for — which lias l>een made into the l»ombs for ex- 
perimental purposes for peacetime use in tnduvtrial programs. That 
will take some time. It will take a lot of scicniihc research aiul inf«>r- 
mation, but I think we will finally arrive at that stage. We must 
arrive at that stage, or else we will arrive at a stage of tlestruction. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, is there any reason why the Byron Price 
report on Germany can’t l)c released for publication ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, thcrc isn’t— wc arc not ready to release it. It will 
be released at the proper time.* 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, the two new military leaders— Eisenhower 
and Nimitz— took conflicting sides on how they ought to reorganize 
the postwar defenses. Docs the Commander in Chief have a iKiint 
of view? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, thc Commandcr in Chief has a point of view, 
and he will express it at thc proper time. [ laughter] 

Q. In a message to thc Congress ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs, and I think that they will all be in thc boat when 
the Commander in Chief expresses his opinion. 

[13.] Q. Mr. President, do you contemplate an early meeting of 
the Big Three? 

> S«e Item aoi. 
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THE PRESIDENT. I do nOt. 


Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 


Pretident Truman’s thirty-fourth 
new* conference was held in his office 


at the White House at 4 p.ni. on Tues- 
day, November ao, 1945. 


194 Letter to General Hans Kramer Appointing Him U.S. 
Representative in Negotiations Between Colorado and 
Kansas for Envision of Waters of Arkansas River. 
'November 21, 1945 

I Released November ai, 1945. ^Dated November ao, 1945 ] 

My dear General Kramer: 

By virtue of the authority placed in me by the act approved April 19, 
* 945 » Rr anting the consent of Congress to the States of Colorado and 
Kansas to negotiate and enter into a compact for the division of the 
waters <rf the Arkansas River, I am appointing yon, effective January i, 
1946, representative of the United States to participate in the negotia- 
tions between the States and to make the necessary reports to Congress. 

I ana asking the Congress to provide funds to the Geological Survey 
of the Department of the Interior for the payment of your compensa- 
tiofif which I am setting at a per diem rate of $100 for the time, includ- 
ing time performed in travel, actually spent on the work involved, and 
for aqpenses incuired as a result of your undertaking this ofiEce. You 
are authorized under this appointment to undertake in accordance 
with standard government travel regulations such travel as may be 
necessary bet w een your home and such points as may be proper in the 
conduct of the work. 

Prior to submitting to Congress any reports you are required to make 
under die ]aw» 1 would like you to send them to me through the 
IMrector of the Bureau of the Budget. 

Sincerely yours, 

Haert S. TbsOMan 

{Bdgldhr Omsid Mao* Kramer, U.SA., Retired, Office of die Piesi<kat^ IvClssis- 
IBvar Cmmlmkrn, Vicksburg, Miss.] 
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195 Statement by the President Concerning Government 
Operation of Transit Facilities in the District of 
Columbia. November 21, 1945 

I HAVE TODAY directed the Office of Defense Transportation to take 
over the control and operation of the buses, street cars and other facili- 
ties of the transportation system of the District of Columbia. 

The strike now in effect by the members of Division 689 of the 
Amalgamated Association of Street, Electric, Railway and Motor Coach 
Employees of America has been called for the second time during this 
month in violation of a formal written agreement between the union 
and the employer. 

The present agreement does not expire until June 30, 1946. It pro- 
vides for arbitration of any disputes, and guarantees that service upon 
the transportation lines of the District shall not be interrupted or inter- 
fered with by either party during the life of the contract. 

The agreement does provide for opening wage scale negotiations 
under certain conditions, but it is clear that arbitration instead of a 
strike Is intended to be the means of settlement if agreement can not 
be voluntarily reached. 

The present action of the union in walking out is therefore contrary 
to the agreement. It is also contrary to the orders of the officials of the 
local union and of the international union. 

The effiect of the strike is to tie up ail transportation at the seat of 
government and thereby prevent efficient and normal operation of the 
agencies of government during this vital reconversbn period. It is a 
blow at the sanctity of labor agreements. It strikes, too, at the very 
roots of orderly government. The actioa of this union brings discredit 
upon the whole body of organized labor, which naturally decries any 
violation of saared covenant. 

The Federal Government will not permit this kind of action to inter- 
fere with its processes dther in the captal or any part of the nation. 

notb: Executive Order 9658 (3 OPR, dthiet of the Capital Tnmit Compaav 
*945-1948 Comp., p. 476) directing the in Washiogtoo, was ideated widi^ 
OflSce of Defense Transportation to take Preaideot'f *t»Hi*i***t, 
possession, control, and <4>er8t)e the fa- 
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196 Citation Accompanying the Legion o£ Merit Awarded 
to Crown Prince Olav of Norway. Noeember 23, 1945 

CITATION FOR LEGION OF MERIT 
DSGREB OF CHIEF COMMANDER 

HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS, Crown Prince 0 !av of Norway, displayed 
exceptionally merttortout conduct in the performance of outstanding 
services from August 1944 to July 1945. His friendly cooperation, dili- 
gent effort and lirclcsi energy greatly assisted United States forces fight- 
ing for the liberation of Norway. Through his loyal and thorough 
devotion to freedom and his sincere desire for the triumph of the Allied 
cause, he encouragetl the Norwegian forces and people in their sustained 
effort against the enemy. His active participation in the solution of 
many problems arising in connection with the defeat of the German 
forces gained for Prince Olav the admiration and respect of the Allied 
nations. 

Harry S. Truman 

Nort; Thee ii«f ion was releated with the great predecessor President Roosevelt 
following letter from Crown Prince and the whole of the people of the 
C^av, dated October aa, 1944: United States have taken such a great 

part and which you have brough^t to 
My ufrar Mr. PrenWral; such a sweeping condusion. 

On the occasion of ycHir moat gener* Allow me. Sir, to say how dosely we 
ous prcseniaikm the Croas of Chief have followed the achiei^nents of your 
Commander of the Legion of Merit, to* Armed Forces on all faattlefronts and 
gether with a most kind citation, 1 wish the overwhdming battle of production 
10 cKpress, in a more personal way, my on the Home PronL We have noted 
•incerest thanks for the great horKar you, with admiration the victorious progress 
Sir, have been kind enou|^ to dhow against Japan at the last of die Axis 
me. powers to hdl to the combined mij^t 

I feel very strongly that this honor the United Nations, of whidi die 
has been given me, not so much for my brunt wss carried by the United States, 
small services to our great common Let me once more teH you. Sir, how 
cause, but as a tecognkioii of the part much I and my Family have appred* 
played by the Norwegian Armed Forces ated all the kindness and friendship 
and the Norwegian Mcrcham Marine which has been dhown us during our 
in the great conffict which at last has ttay in die United States, and how 
been so triumphandy won by our com- strongly we have felt the understanding 
bined efforts, and in which you, your and go^will towards our people dur- 
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ing these years of oppression and plight. 

Everyone here has, I believe, enjoyed 
having your sdldiers amongst m. it is 
with great regret we have had to say 
goodbye to fine men and good friends, 
even if we are all pleased to know that 
their work, which was performed in 
such a fine and pleasing way, is done. 

I am sure that the friendshipa which 
have been established here between the 
American soldiers and the Norwegians 
wilt strengthen and cement even more 
closely the feeling cS comradeship and 
kinship which has always existed be- 
tween our two peoples. 


May the lesson of interdependence oi 
all fn^tmi lovlng people be realty and 
truly learnt and rememliered, so that 
we may stand together, and tc^cther 
go in for an active Peace in such a man- 
ner that we Will not tolerate anyone to 
break that peace, or allow aggression 
to raise its ugly and greedy head again. 

I once most renew my moat heart- 
felt thanks for ail kindness shown to 
me and my Family. 

With the Crown Princess’s and my 
own best and warmest regards to your- 
self, Sir, and to Mrs. Truman, 1 remain, 
Most gratefully and sincerely yours, 

C^v 


197 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 

Awarded to Field Marshal Sir Henry M. Wilson. 

Nopember 27, 1945 

CITATION FOR DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL 

FIELD MARSHAL Sir Henry Maidand Wilson, G.C.B., 

D.S.O., performed outstanding and distinguished services as bead of 
the British Joint Staff Mission from January to September 1945. As 
the militat7 representative of the Prime Minister, he was charg^ with 
the responsibility of presenting to the United States Government the 
views and policy of His Majesty's Government on military matters, and 
was a British member Of the OMXibmed Chidb Stall in Washington. 
He coordinated the activities of the Air StaB, the Army Staff and the 
British Admiralty Delegation. Drawing on his rich experience and 
thorough knowledge of military affairs and exerdsing profound diplo- 
macy, he played an important ttAt in the development and execution of 
the Allied strategy leading to detory. By his untiring energy and 
singleness of purpose in the conduct of a mtstioci of highest importance, 
Field Marshal Wilson made a |»actical comaributioci of the greatest 
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significance to the difficult task of coordinating the combined military 
cflorl on all levels. 

Harry S. Truman 

NOTf.: Tlie proentaiion wu made by bers of the Combined Chiefs of Staff, 
the I’residcnt at the White I lotise in a See also Items 198, 199, aoo. 

)dni ceremony honoring IlritUh mem 

198 Citation Accompanying the Legion of Merit Awarded to 
Lieutenant General Sir Gordon N. Macrcady. 

Not^cmhrr 1945 

CnrATION FOR THE LECION OP MERIT 
DECREE OP OOMMANOF4t 

LIEUTENANT GENERAL Sir Gordon N, Macrcady, K.B.E., C.B., 
CM.G., D.S.O., M.C., performed exceptionally meritorious service as 
Commander, British Army Staff, Washington, from June 1942 to Sep- 
tember 1945, He represented the British Army Council in North 
America and was responsible for all liaison between the British War 
Ofice and the United States War Department. During his tenure the 
Allied armies victoriously assaulted Portress Europe from all sides and 
brought the war on that continent to a successful conclusion. To this 
combined achievement, be made a distinguished contribution by assur- 
ing close and complete liaison, thus aiding materially in the task of 
developing and delivering the full measure of our military might. As 
representative of the Chief of the Imperial General Staff on the Com- 
bined Chiefs of Staff, General Macready gave a full measure of his rich 
military experience and superior judgment to the making of important 
strategic decisions. As Britisb military representative on the Muni- 
tions Asrignment Board and the Combined Production and Resources 
Board, 1 m; rendered highly valuable services in the determination of 
polktcs related to the combined logistical eBort. As a member of the 
Combined Civil Affairs Committee^ he demonstrated his wisdom and 
keenness of insight in dealing with problems aBecting the rehabiiitation 
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of a war-ravaged world. By his outstanding performance of duty. Gen- 
eral Macready reflected great credit upon himself as a soldier and upon 
the British Army which he represented. 

Haxry S. Truman 

noth: The presentation was made by bert of the Combined Chiefs Staff, 
the President at the White House in a See also Items 197, 199. aoo, 
joint ceremony honoring British mem- 


199 Citation Accompanying the Legion of Merit Awarded 
to Air Marshal Etouglas Colyer. Nouemher 27, 1945 

CITATION FOR THE LEGION OP MERIT 
DEGREE OF COMMANDER 

AIR MARSHAL Douglas Colyer. C.B.> DJF.C., performed exception- 
ally meritorious service as Head of the Royal Ah* Force Delegation to 
Washington from December 1944 to September 1945. His principal 
responsibility was with the allocation of aircraft, in connection with 
which he served as Royal Air Force representative on the Munidoni 
Assignment Board. By his thorough knowledge of the special require- 
ments confronting the Allied air forces and his broad understanding 
of the logistic problems oi aircraft allocation, he materially advanced 
the work of the Munitions Assignment Board. The quality of his 
leadership set a high standard which was fulBUed throughout the Royal 
Air Force delegation. By his tireless devodon to duty and Ms pracdcal 
cooperation in solving the many problems met in the combined war 
efibrt, Air Marshal Colyer rendei^ a service of highest importance. 
His outstanding conduct in the performance of Ms dudes r^^ great 
credit upon himself and upon the Royal Air Force. 

Haert S. Truman 

note: The presentation was made fay the the Combined Chiefi of Scatf. Seedao 
President at the White House in a joint Items 197. 198. »x>w 
onemony honoring Brithh membe» of 
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200 Citation Accompanying the Legion o£ Merit Awarded to 
Fleet Admiral Sir James F. Somerville. 

November 27, 1945 

CITATION FOR THE LEGION OP MERIT 
DEGREE OP COMMANDER 

ADMIRAL OF THE FLEET Sir James Fowncs Somerville, GCB, 
KBE, DSO, Royal Navy, for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the 
performance of outstanding services to the Government of the United 
States as Head of the British Admiralty Delegation in Washington, 
D.C., from October 28, 1944 to September 25, 1945. Throughout this 
critical periotl of war. Admiral of the Fleet Somerville, by his astute 
iudgment ami comprehensive knowledge of the grand global strategy 
involved, remlcrcd invaluable assistance in achieving close cooperation 
between the United States and British Navies in vital naval operations 
against the common enemy and his brilliant professional ability and tire- 
IcM devotion to the fulfilment of his important task were vital factors 
in tlie ultimate success ol Allied forces over all enemy oppi^ition. 

Harry S. Truman 

Nora; The presentstton was made by bert of the Combined Chiefs of Staff, 
the Ppttideni ai ihe White House in a Sot alto Items 197, 198, 199. 

}oific cefcsnony hooortng Briddb inetn* 

201 Letter Transmitting Report on the Occupation of 
Germany to the Secretaries of State, War, and Navy, 
November 28, 1945 

Dear Mr* Secretary: 

I am enclosing a copy of the report of Byron Price dated November 9. 
I asked Mr. Price to go to Germany to study the relationdiip between 
the American Forces of Occupation and the German people* 

Mr. Price, as you know, is an able and experienced observer, and I 
believe that his report is worthy of the most careful conridcration. 
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You will note that the Price report cmhtKlies cigiu .vpet itk- su|»gef.jion<s. 

It is requested that the Secretaries of State, War aiul Navy ^Wc careful 
consideration to this rcixjrl, with a view to takinji whatever iuiut action 
may be indicated. 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. 'iRt^MAX 


note: This is the text of ideniic;il letters 
addressed to Secretary of State James F. 
Byrnes, Secretary of War Robert P. 
Patterson, and Secretary of the Navy 
James Forrcstal. 

The Price report, submitted in re- 
s|K}nse to the President’s letter of Au- 
j;ust 30 (Item 119), was also released. 
In the form of a memorandunt to the 
President the rcjjort offered eight sug* 
gestions for maintaining sound rela- 
tions between the Military CJovcrnment 
and the (German people, as follows; 

I. That the full force and prestige of 
American diplomatic power be used to 
break the deadlock, caused by French 
obstruction, in the Berlin Control Coun- 
cil, thereby permitting Germany to be 
dealt with as a single economic unit. 

3. That the highest type of civilian 
administrators be assigned to ensure the 
success of the changeover of the Mili- 
tary Government from Army to civilian 
control. 

3. That the detailed instructions is- 
sued to the Military Government from 
Washington, drafted at the Pentagon 
early in 1945, be revised in the light of 


r\jx?rience, ami that they lie rcdiunl to 
a few hundred words stating general 
pfiiu'i}>Ics only. 

4. ilut the daily fotnl ration - 
calorirv— lie increased to atmo. 

5. ’I’hat the .Military Government lie 
given greater leeway to decide ItKally 
when .tml how dc Na/itic.«itm in essen- 
tial services could liest lie effctlrd. 

6. 1*liat the Inforinaium (amtrol 
Branch, which supervised publications, 
broodcavting, and theaters, W made an 
integral part of the Military C*overn> 
ment. 

7. That demotiihxatitm of Anirrii an 
forces should not proi’ertl at a pace 
which would interfere with the main- 
tenance of order, {larticularly in view 
of the threat jH»e»i by the former I liilrr 
Youth, “potciuially the most dangerous 
single clement of the fiopiilation," 

8. That the Nurnlicrg trials lie held 
without delay so that the Military < »av- 
ernment could begin dealing with the 
80,000 lesser Naxts then in prison. 

The full text of the Price rcfiort is 
published in the Departnwnt of State 
Bulletin {v(A, 13, p. 885). 


202 The President’s News Conference of 
Nopemher 29, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT, [i.] I havc just Signed an Executive order, seizing the 
facilities of the Great Lakes Towing Company of Cleveland, Ohio, 
because of a labor dispute. 
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Q. Great I.akcs------- 

THK PRESIDENT. Towing Company of Cleveland, Ohio. The 

mimcograplicd order is available when you leave here. 

Q. Who lakes it over, Mr. President? 

THK l•REs!o^^rr. 'rhe ODT— Office of Defense Transportation. 

fa.] I have named the following persons to the Interstate Commerce 
Commission as rcap|)oinimcnls. William E. Lee of Idaho 

Q. William E. 

TUB PRRSinENT. Lcc. 

Q, Is that L-c-c ? 

THE PRESIDENT. LpC c. And William J, Patterson of North Dakota — 
both Republicans, and reappointments. 

And I have named Lynn U. Stambaugh of North Dakota as a Re- 
publican Director on the Export-Import Bank. 

All the appointments seem to be nonpartisan this morning. 
( Laughter] 

Q. Lynn U. Stambaugh ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Lynn U. Stambaugh. 

Q. Former National Commander, American Legion, 

THB pREsniRNT. Lynn U. Stambaugh of the legion, I believe, is the 
rest of it. 

Q. Does clut leave one more vacancy ? 

THB pBBsmBNT. There is stsU one more Republican vacancy. 

Q. One Dcmocratict Isn't there? No? 

THE pRBsuMtKT. Na Thc Democrats have all been filled. Martin, 
the ocher day, was fust made Chairman of that Export-Import Bank; 
and it is, in my opinion, one of the most important organizations we 
have for the welfare of the country and the world. 

Q. That means, Mr. President, chat Mr. Crowley is definitely not 
coming back to Government service? 

THX mtiMKr. That*! what it means. At least not in that capacity. 

[3.] 1 have got a statement here chat will be interesting to you. It 
will— you will be furnished with mimeographed copies as you go out. 

IReMlmg, nor iiteraUy] The first 100 days of reconversitm. We 
have made the fcdlowing progress: 
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“On manpower. The great part of the layoffs from war plants has 
now been completed, except in the shipyards. And employment in 
non-war activities has increased since V-J Day. Total employment has 
now returned to the V-J Day level and is expected to continue to rise. 

“Unemployment, so far, is less than had been expected. This means 
that the disruption of our economy has been less drastic than anticipated. 
However, we are still in a transition period. The rapid demdbilization 
of the armed forces will undoubtedly increase the unemployment total 
over the next few months. 

“During these first 100 days, 3,500,000 men and women have been 
demobilized. We have stepped up the rate to 50,000 a day, and expect 
to continue at this pace. 

“Plant reconversion.”— And this is exceedingly interesting, in view 
of some of the things that have been said.— “The job of reconverting 
our plants from war to peace is virtually completed. Ninety-three per- 
cent of all plants have fc^sen cleared in 60 days or less after request.” 

Q. Ninety-three percent? 

THE PRESIDENT [continuing readings not literally^, “Ninety-three 
percent have been cleared in 60 days or less after request. Two-thirds 
of these plants were cleared in 40 days or less. Twenty-seven billion 
dollars" worth of war contracts have been canceled since the surrender 
oi Japan. Approximately one-third of the 122,000 war contracts can- 
celed since V-J Day have been settled. 

“Lifting of wartime controls. All war manpower controls were 
lifted the day after Japan surrendered. OPA has removed several hun- 
dred items &om price control, removed all rationing except sugar and 
tires, and completed the pricing of reconversion goods almost too per- 
cent. OPA has reduced orders and regulations on its books to 55 from a 
wartime peak oi ^o. ODT has 14 orders standing, as compared with 
3,050 during the war. About 85 percent of wartime export controls 
have been lifted, and 75 percent of wartime impeat controls. 

“Production. Most peat^time products arc already in production or 
ready to roll. The metal-working trades on whu^ we depend for 
most of our consumer durable goods are in such shape that they 
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expect by the nxMlc of 1946 to ship goods at two and one-half times 
the 19)9 rale. 

"Business continues good. Here are some indications: 

"Retail sales are up 10 percent now as compared with the same 
period last year ; steel ingot proiluction is back to 82 percent capacity 
today as compared with 60 percent capacity right after V-| Day; electric 
power production now is only 14 percent below the wartime peak." 

Now I am going to read you some official— Labor Department 
figures. 

(Confmmng reading, noi literatly] "There has been an upsurge of 
strikes since \'-I Day. Hie increase has been due in part to the fact 
that all parties held their grievances in check during the war and ob- 
servctl the no-strike pledge. New strikes since August total approxi- 
mately 1,500. involving about 1,500,000 workers. During the same 
time 924 strikes were averted, involving about 400,000 workers; and 
868 strikes were settled through the Conciliation Service of the Labor 
Department, involving more than 525^000 workers. Labor dispute 
cases set ties! through November 24th numbered 2321, involving about 
t,i5o/xio workers. Tune lost through work stoppages since August 
is esitmatet! at 0.76 of t percent of the total working time available. 

"The cost of living— seeding to the figures customarily used fex* that 
purpose— has declined aj of t percent since the surrender of Japan, 
as compared with a rise of approximately 1.3 percent in a comparable 
period after the last war. Some of the decrease this time, however, is 
due to seasonable decrease in some food prices. Direct controls over 
wages and salaries have been removed in most fields, but increases 
have not been allowed to affect price ceilings or costs to the United 
States, except in some specific ai^ narrowly defined cases to correct 
maladiustments or inequities. 

"Infiattonary pressures are still great, and danger signals pointing to 
a further building up through the winter and qkriog are the rise of 
real estate, wholesale, and raw materials prices. We must oontinue to 
hold the Une. We cannot permit mfiatkm." 

Now, while this is a report we must he sure that we are stiU 
in the midst of reconversion, and we must do evorythiog in our power 


507 



[202] Nov. 29 Public Papers of the Presidents 

to prevent this inflationary pressure from taking the advantage of us 
under tlicsc conditions. 

I have read you these figures to indicate to you that the admtnistra< 
tion has not been asleep on the job, and we shall continue to do every- 
thing in our power to go forward with this reconversion program on 
the basis which we anticipated to begin with. We arc way ahead of 
schedule. But bear in mind that the diflSculties we arc facing arc just 
as great as they have ever been in the history of the country. 

Now I am ready for questions. 

Q. Mr. President, in connection with that statement itself, hasn't the 
Advisory Board of the War MobUizadon expressed some trepidation 
about the possibility of deflation as well as inflation f 

THE PRESIDENT. That's tTUC. 

Q. 1 suppose that b taken into constderation---~- 

THB PRESIDENT. That IS taken into considenition. 

Q, ^in the general reconversion pn^^ram ? 

THE PRESIDENT. That's right. We are trying to prevent deflation just 
as much as inflation. 

Q. l>o you regard that danger as anywhore near the danger of 
inflation? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do nOt. 

[4.] Q. Mr. President, Mr. Ross yesterday indicated we may expect 
those af^xmtments to the Anglo-American Commission for investiga- 
tion dt the Palestine situation today. 

THE pREsiDBNT. They ETC not ready yct. 

Q. Do you expect them today? 

THBPRSSIZHBNT. KOi,IdoilOt. 

Q. Mr. President, in that connectioii---lf I may ask one more ques- 
tion— some people who have been interested in the Zionist movement 
said that you gave pth^* approval, or at least prior acquiescence^ to the 
Wagner resolution on a Jewbh commonwealth in Palestine. Did you 
have any <mvermtkm on that subject ? 

THE PRSSIDBNT. I had somc ocmvcfsation ott tfaxt sobject, tnd was 
opposed to that situation. 1 was Vice Ptetident then. 

Q. DoyousdU&vortheresoludkin? 
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TiiK PRKsmrNT, I tio not. I he conditions have changed. And if 
that resolution is jussctl, there isn’t any use trying to have a factfinding 
commission timling facts ant! making recommendations, 

I5.I Q. Mr. Presiilcni, the 5.imc OWMR Advisory Board suggested 
the other day it would be a gcxxl thing — in connection with strikes — 
it would l»c a gcxHl thing if General Motors sat down and talked things 
over with the strikers. Do you agree with that ? 

Tii» PRfsmr.Kt. 1 do. 

Q. Mr. Prcsiiicni, the report docs not say very specifically what cost- 
oMiving figures those arc. 

Tiir. i*Rtsu»t;MT. The ones that arc usually used— the Labor Depart- 
ment’s index. 

Q, *rhal very controversial one? 

TtiR pRtstoissT. The very controversial one. It’s the only one we 
have. 

Q. l*hc same one. 

TtiR t*RRsii>iisrT. The only racial one we have. 

Q. Mr. Presidcnit you said that you arc anticipating, perhaps, a rise 
in real estate prices next winter. There were discussions of some 
controls to be placed on real estate, which I think Mr. Davis had under 
consideration when he was with the OES. 

•nil rRisiORNT. lliey arc still under consideration. 

Q. ITicy arc? 

THE PRtstoRNT. They are. It is the most difficult dung to try to get 
ctmtroU that will wwk. That is difficult. 

[A] Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you could also discuss the prob- 
lem ^ the first too days of reconversion on the international front? 
I mean specifically that in the squabbles of Hurley, and the debates on 
the United Nations Organiaation, and the discusnont of UNRRA 
on the Hill, all through it there seems to be running a thread contuning 
two fears: twie, an uidioly fear that Russia will not ooc^perate with the 
ocher nations, and second— 

TKi ruamaKr. That’s a fear— lioaodiAfe tvords], 

Q. --second, a fear nodcoofNvaCioii on iht pnit ol Russia will 
eventually kid to war. Do you share cither of dioic fears, tir? 
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THE PREsmENT. I do HOt, and I will discuss that situation at a later 
date, fully and completely. 

Q. In a message to Congress, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, Hot nccessarily. That may be at a press con- 
ference. When the turmoil gets hot enough, I will talk with you 
about it. 

Q. Don’t you think it’s very hot now ? [Laughter] 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, it’s Stirred up. We should let it settle a little bit. 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, what would be the effect of a great strike 
on this reconversion schedule? 

THE PRESIDENT. It would hold it back, of course. 

Q. What would the administration do to prevent such a strike ? 

THE PRESIDENT. 1 Will handle that situation when it appears before me. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, on the Palestine question, has an agreement 
been reached, at least on how many members each government will 
have? 

THE PRESIDENT. We wil! hope to reach that agreement today. I think 
maybe the Secretary of State will announce it. 

[9.] Q. Byron Price in his report recommended a revinon of the 
Potsdam Declaration. Would you approve of that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. 1 would. But that rcqutres a four-power agreement 
in order to make that revision. 

Q. Are any steps being taken 

THE PRESIDENT. YcS. 

Q. in that directiim to change It? 

THE PRESIDENT. Ycs. Wc Will make an effort to approach the 

Q. You mean by **we**— you mean our Govemment alone? 

THE pRESDDSNT. OuT Govemmcnt abne? Well, I cant answer that, 
because it is still in the negotiating stage. 

Q. Mr. President, do you mean revision ol the entire Potsdam Dec- 
laration, or just certain phases? 

THE PRESIDENT. Certain phases ol It. 

Q. Where they ap|rfy to the four-power control ol Gennany? 


5x0 



Harry S, Trumattf Nov. 29 [202] 

THE PRrsioENT. 'Fhat's right. It’s — it’s a detail proposition that will 
have t<» Ik workctl out on the ground by the four powers. 

Q. Onihi you, at this time, throw any light on those efforts at 
revision ? 

THE msujt NT. No, I can’t. 

Q. Mr. Prcsitlcnr, arc you doing anything to try and change that 
veto plan that is in the four-power control, where one member can 
veto 

THE pRRsiPENT, That 15 onc of the things that will Ik under discussion. 
Q. Will that Ik <lonc in another Big Three conference, sir? 

THE pEEsmis'T. No, Sir, it will not. I am not in favor of special con- 
ferences, iKcausc I want to sec the United Nations do its job. The 
League of Nations was ruined by a lot of sjKcial conferences. I am 
not in favor of special conferences, and never have been. 

Q. TliiC suggestion for elimination of the veto power is wholly Ameri- 
can then, I take it ? 

THE puRsioENT. No, noi ncccssarily. I can’t answer those questions 
intelligently, iKcausc it’s a matter of negotiation, and 1 don’t want to be 
specific iKcaiisc it might ruin the negotiations. 

O. Mr. Presiilcnt, is the Uniictl Nations Organization raising the 

point whctlicr it can take over these 

THE pREsitiEsrr. It will, very shortly. 

Q. How soon do you anticipate 

THE paEswEJvT. I think some time in the next 90 days—I hope, 

Q, And that will obviate a three-power conference ? 

THE HiEsiiitNT. Thai’i what that United Nations is for; and I want 
to ICC it work, and we arc behind it wholeheartedly to see that it does 

work. 

0 * Do you think other nations arc equally behind it, Mr. President ? 
TKEmsinaNT. Ithinkso. Most of them are, I think. 

Q. Would you make any cxccptionf? 

THE puBsnkEKT. No. I wouldn’t make any cxcepdons because I can't 
speak for the other nations. They must speak for themselves. 
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[10.] Q. Mr. President, has the Anglo-American financial confer- 
ence concluded its work ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, they havc not. 

Q. Are you-~do you believe that it vifill l>c conclutletl successfully ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I do, of COUrSC. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, have you received the resignation of !>anny 
Bell as Under Secretary of the Treasury ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don't think so. i have a drawer full of resignations 
htTe^{laughter'\'—o. lot of which i Iwvc rcfuscil to .accept, anti some of 
which I have had to accept. I don’t know whether his is in there or 
not. 

Q. Would you care to tell us aliout some of them ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I wouUln’t. I Will tcll you al>oul them as they 
come up. 

Q. Mr. President, arc those on the top shelf, Mr. Prcsitlcnt ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. Mr. President, when was the Hurley resignation put in the 
drawer? 

THE PRESIDENT. It was put in thc drawer this morning. It just reached 
me this morning only. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you think of the v.irious accusations Am- 
bassador Hurley made as he quit ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I would rathcf not express an opinion on the m.iticf. 

[12,] Q. Can you tell us, sir, the instructions iintlcr which CJrnrral 
Marshall is going to China, as a result of your conversation yesterday ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I canoot, bccausc they arc still licing worked out. 
I will give them to you in toio whenever that is accomplished. 

Q. Is that appointment a temporary 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc is Special Envoy to China for a special job. ant! 
it is temporary, 

Q. Mr. President, on thc question of instructions to Marshall, docs 
that mean hc will get a directive which will be publishetl— on a new 
statement of policy ? 
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TiiK 1‘Rr.siiiFNT. I can’t answer that intelligently yet. He will go and 
carry out the |iolicy which we have always had in China. We might 
stale it more siHfcihcally than it has been stated. 

Q. C>>uld you state that policy briefly, Mr. President? 

THE mtrsmrj^. No, ! will not. [Laughter] 

{13.1 O- you anticipate that there will be any need for further 
Big Three conferences at any time? 

THE MtRsiOENT. If thc United Nations Organization works as it 
should, there shouldn't be any reason for a Big Three conference or 
any other sort of conference outside thc United Nations. 

0 , Yes, sir. 

[14.1 0 > Mt* President, it seems to me Senator Fulbright said the 
awfullcst thing about the administration when he said that your for- 
eign policy was just "playing by car." 

THE FREstDENT. WcU, Scnatof Fulbiight has a right to his opinion 
thc same as I have a right to mine. 

Q. But as a musician— 

THE pRtstOENT. I think it's playing by mude. 

1 15.1 Q. Mr. President, have you any indication as to when Mr. 
Marshall will leave? 

THE FRtstocNT. Very thoTtly, in 3or4days. 

Q. Will that give the Pearl Harbor investigating committee a 
chanc e— -— 

THE FtasiDiNT. That if upto them. 

[16.] Q. Mr. Presideist, who are you betting on, on Saturday->Army 
or Navy? [Ijmghur] 

THi pftisiBcirT. lam neutral {Ltmghier\ 

Q. You have to be. 

THarmauDaNT. I have to be neutral One half ii Army, and the other 
half is Navy. 

Q. Does that neucfilscy go for the Army and Navy fight on unificar 
tion, Mr. Pretideiit? 

THi viasmairT. 1 wiU make an announcement on that very shortiy. 
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Reporter: Thank you, Mr. Presitient. 

note: President Truman’s thirty fitih White lUntse thiui.i! Urjnntrr luani 
news conference was held in his office at that Mrs. I rtitnan .tiu! 1 ru 

the While House at a.in. on man attcndeil this tmilrrcnve, 

Thursday, November 29, 1945* Tfte 


203 Letter to the Prcsicknt, Stxricty for i!ic Atlvunccmcm «if 
Management, Concerning Full FinpUiyiticnt. 

Notf ember 30, 1945 

[ Released November 30, 1945. Daieil Novemlxrr xit, i94'5 ) 

Dear Mr. Zimmerman: 

I am happy to know that the theme of yinir annual confrrciu c thi^ 
year is “Management Factors for Full Employment*’. Full cinpltiy- 
ment in the United States is of the greatest importance to our country 
and to the world. 

In my recent Message to Congress ! said : 

“Full employment means full opportunity hir all uiuler the Amrrtcan 
economic system — nothing more and nothing less. 

“In human terms, full employment means opiiortunity to gel a gooil 
peace-time job for every worker who is ready, able ami willing to lake 
one. It docs not mean made work, or making fx-oplc work. 

“In economic terms, full employment means full pr<Hluction ami the 
opportunity to sell goods— all the gomls that imliisiry ami agriculture 
can produce. 

“In government terms, full employment means opportunity to retiucc 
the ratio of public spending to private investment without sacrificing 
essential services. 

“In world-wide terms, full employment in America means greater 
economic security and more opportunity for tasting peace throughout 
the world. 

“To provide jobs, we must look first and foremost to private enter- 
prise— to industry, agriculture, and labor. Government must inspire 
enterprise with confidence. That confidence must come mainly through 
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(kctls, iw« wtinU. But it is clear tliat confidence will be promoted by 
ecri.un assur.uu rs given by the government: 

“Asstir.itKT iltat all tiic facts alKJUt full employment and opportunity 
will \k gathered |♦criotlically for the use of all. Assurance of stability 
and consistency in public jKiUcy» so that enterprise can plan better by 
knowing what the government intcmls to do. Assurance that every 
guvern1nent.1l |»<»licy and program will be pointed to promote maxi- 
mum priKluction and employment in private enterprise.” 

If as a nation we are to succeed in maintaining high production in- 
ilustrv must tlo its iob and gear itself with the public interest. This 
means that day lo-day management decisions must be sound. Every 
time ytiu wt a price or a wage or a spccific.ition for a i<jb, every time you 
select a ponluci ilesign or a m.iclunc or a merchandising policy, every 
lime you accept or reject a pro|Kisctl extension or improvement, you are 
deciding iiist those practical matters which determine the outcome. If 
these separate private decisions are not well t.iken, they will not add up 
til the right score in high protluction. 

That is w'liy it is of the greatest importance that management people 
everywdierc shouUl fully discuss and understand tlie management factors 
for full rinployment, I am glad that the Society for the Advancement 
of Management is doing this as part of its concern for better manage- 
ment from one end of the country to the other. I congratulate the So- 
ciety on the timeiiness and significance of this meeting and wish you 
every success in carrying forward your important work. 

Very sincerely yours, 

Harky S. Truman 

} I fnntirablr R. R. 3 ?immerinan* PresUlrni, The 5 k>ciety for the Advancement of 
Mafw^rincni, S4 VVillMm Street, New York 7, N.Y.j 

M»f»; Tltc White Houie release aceom- for the Advancement of Management, 
p4ny»ii}» the test o( the letter stated that held on November 30 at the Waldorf- 
tt wa« rr4i! by Mr. /.immermait at the Astoria Hotel in New York City, 

jinnual dinner meeting of ilw Society 
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204 Special Message to the Congress on I^alKir-Managcinent 
Relations. December 3, i«;45 

To the Congress of the United States: 

All who think seriously about the problem of fCK'tm\crsUm ■ of 
changing our economy from war to peace— real i/.c th.it the tr.insiti<m 
is a difficult anti tiangerous task. There are some whti wouhi have tlie 
Government, during the reconversion jHrrhxl, continue telling our cit- 
izens what to do, as was so often necessary when the very life of our 
nation was at stake during the periotl of worhl conllict. 

That however is not the |io!icy of the Chiverumrnt. 'I’lie policy is to 
remove wartime controls .as mpitlly as fiossiblc. ami to return the free 
management of business to those concrrnetl with it. 

It was for the express purfiosc of getting away as soon as i^n^iible 
from .some of the wartime powers and controls that the recent N.itton il 
Labor-Management Conference was called in Washington. Inste.ad of 
retaining in the Federal Government the |Hnvcr over w.igrs am! l.ilMir 
agreements am! industrial relations which a global war h.td m.ide neers* 
.sary, the top leaders of management and lalxar were invitcil to recom- 
mend a program under which labor relations woultl Iht turned back into 
the hands of those involvcil. 

It was decided that full responsibility for reaching agreement on such 
a program would be left with the representatives of lalmr am! m.in,ige- 
ment. Accordingly the conference was matlc up of le.ulcrs of !.d»or ami 
management only. Government representatives p.ariicipated milv as 
ob.servcrs, without vote. The agenda am! the entire program were 
worked out by the Icatlcrs themselves. 

In opening the conference ! said; 

“I want to make it clear that this is your conference— a mtin-igcmcnt- 
labor conference — and not a Government conference. You have not 
been chosen by me or by any Government official. You have Ivcn 
selected by the leading !alx)r and indusiri.il organiz.ilioin in the I’niicil 
States, There has been no interference by Government in that 
selection. . . . 

“The time has come for l.ibor and management to handle their own 
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affairs in the ir.uhtiunai American, <icmocratic way. I hope that I can 
give up the Prc'sitlciit’s wartime powers as soon as possible, so that man- 
ageincijt am! laltor can aj^ain li.ive the full anti undivided responsibility 
for provithug die prothicdon that we must have to safeguard our 
tlomc^tic economy and our Icaticrship in international affairs.” 

1 am sure that it was the hope of the American people that out of 
this conference wouhl come some rccommentlation for insuring indus- 
trial fieacc where etillectivc bargaining and conciliation have broken 
down. 

The conference is now closed. The very fact that the top leaders of 
lalior ami man.'igeinent li.’ivc met and worked together for more than 
three weeks ii itself some progress. 

Some .igreements on a few general principles were also reached. For 
cx.imple, .igreemcm on ilie j»rincipics of collective bargaining, and rcc- 
otnmemialions on llie detailed procedure to lie used; agreement on 
strengdiciiing and enlarging governmental concili.ition services; rec- 
ognition of the necessity of eliminating discrimination in employment; 
agreement on settling by voluntary arbitration grievances under bibor 
coni r. acts atui disputes concerning their interpretation — these are all 
valuable. 

Hut on the all imfiortant question of how to avoid work stoppages 
when these cxiHrdients have tailed, the conference arrived at no accord. 
Failing in that, the conference was unable to attain the obiectivc most 
necessary to successful reconversion. 

If imluiurial strife continues, the quick reconversion which has been 
plinnctl, ami wliich b now proceeding on schedule or even ahead of 
schedule on many fronts, will fail. In that event, we shall face a period 
of low prmiuction, low* consumption, and wi<icspre.id unemployment — 
instead of the high proiluciion, high employment, goo<l markets and 
gomi wagrs that are witlitn our grasp. 

‘Hie history of lalw relations has proven that nearly all labor dis- 
putes can aOii should Ik settled by sincere and honest collective bar- 
gaining. Hie vast maioriiy of those disputes which arc not adjusted 
by collective bargaining are settled through Government conciliation. 
For example during the month of October last, 354 strikes were settled 
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by the Conciliation Service, and 1282 Iul>or controversies were atijusteti 
before any work stoppages occurret!. 

The American people commend the many instances where manage- 
ment and labor have settled their problems |‘»caccfnlly. ^fany of these 
were in critical industries where work stop[>ages would have g.iinetl 
great prominence in the newspapers anti over our r.tiUos. lUii when 
industrial disputes were settled, little notice w'as taken of them by 
press or radio. 

We know, however, that there arc always some tlisputcs that cannot 
be settled this way. 

Industrial strife in some key industries means not t»nly h»ss <»f a great 
amount of wages and purchasing power; Init it may base ramiheatUms 
throughout the country alTcciing the whole reconversion process. In 
such industries, when lal)or am! management eanmn comjHnse their 
differences, the public through the Federal <o>vcrnmcnt lias a tlnty to 
speak and to act. In the la.st analysis, latjor, management am! the public 
have the .same interest. 

The reconversion effort is now going well. The iKoplc have a right 
to expect it to succeed. Specific obstacles that stami in it'i way must 
not be allowed to defeat that expectation. 

Good labor relations are just as inifiortant now as they were during 
the war. They should be based on justice, and not on tests of strength. 
Any industrial dispute which dcjicnds for settlement iiiwn the re- 
spective strength of the parties results in loss to everyone; it causes loss 
of wages to the worker and his family, loss of dtvidcmls to the stock- 
holders and owners of the industry, loss of gooils to the public. 

I regret that labor and management have not been able to agree on 
machinery that would provide a solution for existing strikes in some 
of the major industries and for the strikes wdiich are threatened. Strikes 
already in effect may possibly cripple our reconversion program. Nego- 
tiations have broken down in other industries, and stoppages are 
tlircatencd. 

The American people have been patient. They have waiietl long in 
the hope that those leaders in labor and management whose business 
it W.1S to handle this problem w ould be able to do so in agreement. The 
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Fctlcral Government declined time and again to make any suggestion 
to the conference as to proper machinery. All that the Government did 
was to point out the cdijccttye which the American people expected it 
to attain. 

Now that the conference has adjourned without any recommenda- 
tion on the suhiect, it Isccomes the duty of the Government to act on its 
own iniiiaiive. I*herefore, I now suggest to the Congress that well- 
reasoned and workable legislation be passed at the earliest possible mo- 
ment to provide adequate means for settling industrial disputes and 
avoiding industrial strife. 

1 recommend that for the settlement of industrial disputes in im- 
portant nation witlc industries there be adopted the principles under- 
lying the Railway l.abor Act, The general pattern of that Act is not 
applicable to small industries or to small local disputes in large indus- 
tries. But it wotdd be effective, as well as fair, in such wide-spread 
industrict. for example, as steel* automobile, aviation, mining, oil, utili- 
ties and communications. I do not intend to make this list exclusive. 
Nor do I think that local inconsequential strikes even within these 
industries should be included. The objective should be to cover by 
legislation only such stoppages of work as the Secretary of Labor would 
certify to the President as vitally affecting the national public interest. 

in industrial disputes in such industries, where collective bargaining 
has broken down, and where the Conciliation Service of the Federal 
Government has been unable to bring the parties to agreement, and 
wbere the Secretary of Labor has been iin^le to induce the parties 
voluntarily 10 submit the oontroversy to arbitration, 1 recommend the 
following procedure: 

Upon cortsficatson by the Secretary of Labor to the effect that a dis- 
pute continues despite hit efforts, and that a stoppage of work in the 
affected industry would vitally affect the public interest, the President, 
or his duly authorized agent, should be empowered to appdnt, within 
five days thereafter, a Faa-ffnding Board s i mil a r to the Emergency 
Board provkkd for under the Railway Labor Act. 

1 rccMsimend that during these five days after the Secretary of Labor 
has made the above ceroficate^ it be unlawful to call a strike or lockout. 
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or to make any change in rates of pay, hours, or working coitilitions, 
or in the established practices in cilcct prior to the lime the tUsputc 
arose. 

The Board should be composed of three or more otU'ifamling cirizens, 
and should be directed to make a thorough iiivesiig.'ition of all the facts 
which it deems relevant in the controversy. In its investigation it shoiiUi 
have full power to subpoena individuals anti recorth, anti slioultl be 
authorized to call upon any Government agency for inftjrmaiion or 
assistance. It should make its report within twenty tlays, unless the 
date is extended by agreement of the parties with tlie approval of the 
President. The report should include a finding of the facts aiul such 
recommendations as the Board deems appropriate. 

While the Fact-finding Boarti is dclilwraling am! for five tlays there- 
after it should be made unlawful to call a strike or hick-out, or to make 
any change in rates of pay, hours, working comlittons or established 
practices, except by agreement. 

The parties would not be legally bound to accept the fintlings or 
follow the recommendations of the Fact-finding Board, but the general 
public would know all the facts. The result, I am sure, woulti be that 
in most cases, both sides would accept the recommendations, as they 
have in most of the railway labor disputes. 

I believe that the procedure should be used sparingly, and only when 
the national public interest requires it. 

The legislation should pay particular attention to the needs of seasonal 
industries, so that the so-called “cooling-off period" can l>c arranged in 
those industries in a manner which will not subject labor to an undue 
disadvantage. 

There are other subjects which were on the agenda of the Labor- 
Management Conference, on which no agreement was reached. The 
most immediate, the most pressing, however, is this one of machinery. 
I hope that the Congress will act upon this matter as quickly as pos- 
sible— and certainly before its Christmas recess. 

In order to avoid any delay in the settlement of the most important 
existing strikes, I am appointing such a Fact-finding Board for the 
present stoppage in the dispute between General Motors Corporation 
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and t!ic United Automobile Workers, While this Board will not have 
ilie statutory jxjwcrs which I hope the Congress will soon authorize, I 
am sure that the American people will expect the employer and the 
employees to cooperate with the board as fully as if appropriate legisla- 
tion had already been passed. 

In the meantime, I am asking both parties to the dispute to display 
the same kind of patriotism as they displayed during the war* I am 
asking all the workers to return to work immediately, and I am asking 
the employers to proceed energetically with full production. I make 
this appeal on behalf of the American people to their fellow citizens 
who arc now responsible for this major obstacle holding up our recon- 
version program. 

In connection with the threatened strike involving the United States 
Steel Corfioration and the UnitctI Steel Workers, I am appointing a 
similar lioard. Tlic public will expect full co-operation with the board 
by both sttlcs. I am making the same appeal to the United Steel Work- 
ers to remain at work pending the report of the board^s findings and 
rccommcndat ions. 

I hope that the Congress will approve the steps which I am now- 
taking. They are being taken in the interest of accelerating our produc- 
tion, promoting our reconversion program, and pushing forward to a 
higher standard of living. 

This IS an immediate program which is fair to both ddes. 1 hope 
that the Congress, naturally disappointed at the failure of labor and 
management to agree upon a solution for the prevention of industrial 
disputes, will not adopt repressive or coercive measures against either 
side. A free American Labor and a free American private enterprise 
arc essential to our free democratic system. Legislation which would 
stifle full freedom of collective bargaining on either side would be a 
backward step which the American people would not tdierate* 

I am sure that the Congress will give its calm and careful considera- 
tion to this matter so essendal to the progress of American life. 

HaSAT S. TkUMAN 
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205 Veto of Bill Granting Benefits to Rnlistctl Men ftjr 
Foreign Service Between 1898 and 1912. 

December 3, 1945 
To the House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, l I.R. 1512 provitling that 
retired enlisted men who have l>ecn, or may be, retired with cretUt for 
thirty years* service in the Army, Navy, or Marine Corjn and who scrvcii 
beyond the continental limits of the Uniletl States between iHt>H anvl 
1912, such service having been computet! untier previous laws as titnibic 
time toward retirement, shall be entitled to receive the inaxinuiin retircti 
pay now provided for the grade in which rclirct!. 

While enlisted men who performed certain foreign service l»clwrcii 
1^8 and 1912 may count such service double in computing length of 
service for retirement, they do not receive tlouble crctlit for such service 
for longevity pay purposes. H.R. 1512 W'ould, in cfTect. gram double 
credit in computing longevity pay for the foreign service which was 
counted double in determining their right to rctircincni. 

Enlisted men who enlisted subsequent to August 24, ntii2 may not 
count such foreign service as double for any purpose. Thus those who 
performed such service prior to 1912 and retired with less than thirty 
years of actual service have already received a substantial benefit. I am 
unable to see any reason for granting further Ixmcfits to those ineUuled 
within the particular group covered by this bill, who have already 
received more favorable treatment with resjjcct to retirement benefits 
than other service personnel who could retire only after thirty years’ 
actual service. 

Harry S. Truman 


206 Telegrams to Management and Labor Leaders 

Concerning Industrial Disputes Involving the General 
Motors Corporation and the U.S. Steel Cnrporatitm. 
December 3, 1945 

I HAVE TODAY sent a message to the Congress recommending 
legislation authorizing the President to ap|x>int fact finding Imartls 
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in industrial disputes involving nation-wide industries on the certifi- 
cation by the Secretary of Labor that collective bargaining and con- 
ciliation have failed to produce agreement and that stoppage of work 
would vitally affect the national public interest. 

The following is an excerpt from that message: 

“In order to avoid any delay in the settlement of the most important 
existing strikes* 1 am appointing such a Fact-finding Board for the 
present stoppage in the dispute between General Motors Corporation 
and the United Automobile Workers, While this board will not have 
the statutory powers which I hope the Congress will soon authorize, 
! am sure that the American people will expect the employer and the 
employees to cooperate with the board as fully as if appropriate legis- 
lation had already been passed. 

“In the meantime, 1 am asking both parties to the dispute to display 
the tame kind of patriotism as they displayed during the war. I am 
asking all the workers to return to work immediately, and 1 am ask- 
ing the employers to proceed energetically with fuU production. 1 
make this appeal on behalf of the American people to their fellow 
citizens who are now responsible for this major obstacle holding up our 
reconversion program. 

“In connection with the threatened strike Involving the United 
States Steel Corporation and the United Steel Workers, I am appoint- 
ing a similar board. The public will expect full cooperation with the 
board by both tides. 1 am making the same app^ to the United 
Steel Workers to remain at work pending the report of the board’s 
findings and recoiiiiiiendatsons.“ 

I hope very much that it will be possible for you to comply with 
this reqtiest of the President of the United States. 

HaHT S. TkOMAN 


Norm: This is the text ef I dentfcri «de- 
grams sMldtetsed to Mr. Charles B. WQ- 
•on, Prcakieiit. General Motors Corpora- 
ttoo; Mr. Philip Murray, Piesident, 
United Seed Workers of America; Ux, 


Benjamin P. Paidcsi, President, United 
Stm» Sntd Corposidon; Mr. R. ). 
Thomas. Pieskfent, and Mr. Wdter 
Rettthor, Vice I^residen^ United Auto- 
mchito Workers of Amcrka. 
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207 Statement by the President UjKin Signing ihc 
Government Corporation Control Act. 

December 6, 1945 

I FOUND much satisfaction in signijtg lotiay die ( lover mncnl Cor- 
poration Control Act, for i have long bcUcvcil in die priiuiplc it em- 
bodies. In requiring these corporations to submit their biulgctnry 
programs to the Bureau of the Budget and their cxjxrntlitures to an 
audit by General Accounting Office, the Congress has matlc a forward 
step in furthering the business-like management of Government, 'ritis 
Act increases the orderly control by the Executive ami the Onigress 
of the Government corporations without impairing their usefulness. 
Because of the time element, it will not be fxissible to include bmlget 
programs for the corporations in the budget I shall submit to the Om- 
gress in January. I shall, however, submit by next Spring these cor- 
poration budgets for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1946. 

note: The Government Corporation Control Act is Public law 34X, 7*jih 
<59 Stat. 597). 


208 The President’s News Conference of 
December 7, 1945 

THE PRESWENT. I didn't havc any special announcements to make to 
you today, but since you haven’t had a press conference in the after- 
noon this week, i thought I had better let you come in and ask some 
questions. You might have something to say to me. 

[i.] Q. Well, Mr. President, we havc. The White House Cor- 
respondents’ Association each year makes a small gift to the Warm 
Springs Foundation through the White House, and the President 
customarily receives it, and we would appreciate your accepting it. 

THEfREsiDENT. WcH, thank you — thank you. 

Q. A thousand dollars. 

THE EKBsiDsm'. A thousand dollars. From the White House Corre- 
spondents* Association to the National Foundation for Infantile Pa- 
ralym-Hs thousand dollars. Well, thank you. On behalf of the Foun- 
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datton, I thank you. And I will see that that gets into the proper 
pcK kct. { l^mghter | 

[2. 1 Q. Mr. President, there are dispatches coming to us from 
London which indicate that Foreign Minister Bevin may announce 
some lime t<Hlay a five-power meeting of foreign ministers and per- 
haps a three-power atomic conference. 

THE pEEsior.NT. I am not familiar with it. I can’t answer it. I don’t 
know. 

( l l O- Mr. President, could you make any comment on the north- 
ern Governors’ suit to set aside the ICC freight rate decision? 

THE pEESiOENT. Is that the one that breaks up the combination? 

Q. Well, that is the suit that involves the class rate ruling of the 
tee, rather than the antitrust act. 

THE PEEsiPEWT. 1 am nc»t familiar with it, but ! want a freight rate 
structure in this country that is fair to every section of it. I don’t 
like the structure that has been in effect in the country with different 
brands in di^erent parts of the United States. 1 have spent most of 
my time in the Senate trying to break that. 

[ 4 .] Q. Mr. Preddent, have you yet selected your American mem- 
bers of the Palestine commission ? 

THi pftastotNT. No, but they wiU be announced. 1 think we will 
be in a position to announce it Monday. 

( 5 .) Q. Mr. President, are you doiiig anything about the reinstitt}- 
tkm of controls on building material ? 

TKi fmssmtNT. Yes, we are. We are trying to make some arrange- 
ment to channel building materials for residence purposes. I thought 
1 umidd have a announcement to make to you this afternoon, 

but we didn't get it ready. 

Q. jDid any event hold that announcement up? 

TKB paasmaicr* Na Na We just weren’t n^y. 

Q. Oiuld you explain that word ’’channel*’ ? 

TUX fustasitT. Well, aee that building materials are used prindipally 
fuM residence purposes. Might use priorities. PkobtMy would be 
better than c h a nne li ng * 

(&.] Q. Mr. President, do you intend to act on the reoommenda- 
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tion of the Democratic National Committee th.it Governor I'ugwcU 
of Puerto Rico be removed immediately? 

THE PRESiDEisrT. Thc Dcmocratic Committee has made no such rec- 
ommendation to me. We didn’t know here-— neither did tiic Demo- 
cratic Committee — ^until we saw his name in thc paper, 

[7.] Q. Mr. President, can you give us the n.imes of thc f.ieifinding 
board you said you wouUi appoint in thc General Motors case ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not quite rcatly right now with them. I can 
announce it in a very short time, but I can’t give them to you to<lay. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, do you know of any instance where agen- 
cies of another power have got hold of any part of the atomic secret 
we have? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not familiar with any specific instance. I have 
heard rumors to that effect, but rumors you can’t give as facts. 

[9.] Q. Can you give us any comment, Mr. President, on Mr. 
Murray’s observations regarding your labor program ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No comment. 

[xo.] Q. Mr. President, do you want to comment on thc increasing 
rate of highway accidents? Is there anything thc <»ovcrnmcnt can 
do about it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wcli, Ict mc scc. I think in 19^5 I succeetled in 
getting a bill through thc Senate to regulate drivers on intcrsiaie high- 
ways. That bill was passed by the Senate and was killed three times 
in the House. It had to do with proper examinations for tirivers, lie- 
fore they would be allowed to drive on highways in interstate traffic. 

I still think some sort of regulation is going to have to lie mailc of 
these drivers, cither by State laws such as thc ones they have in Massa- 
chusetts and I think in four other States in the Union— or five— or 
else the Federal Government is going to have to take a hand in stop- 
ping these accidents. 

Up to 1935 there had been more highway deaths from accidents 
than we had lost men in all the wars we ever fought, beginning with 
thc Revolution. There had been a property damage rate of about a 
billion dollars a year. That is a tremendous price to pay for crackpots 
to drive automobiles. 
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{ii.j D- Mr. President^ whst is the next step on the British loan? 

TiiK PHi^siiirNT, It will he sent to the Congress in the form of a mes- 
Mge, anil then tlic Congress will have to act upon it. 

Q. Will it Im? this week? 

THR WRsmiNT. It will be some time in the near future. We can*t 
set the date now. 

[12.) Q. Mr. President, Ambassador Hurley in his testimony be- 
fore the Foreign Relations Committee accused Under Secretary Ache- 
son of destroying American foreign policy in Iran. Do you think that 
American foreign {mlicy has been destroyed in the Near East? 

THR l»RRstt>R^rr. No. Tile first I hail heard of that view was when 
Mr. I itirlcy matlc the statement to the Senate committee. 

In.) Q. Mr. President, have you any plans for starting negotia- 
tions with Soviet Russia for a loan? They have asked for |6 billion, 

I believe. 

THR pRRstoRNT. If they have, it has never been officially given to me. 
TTiey never askcti me for a |6 billion loan, since I have been President. 

Q. Have there been any moves by the Government, Mr. President, 
to survey what the total possible loans may have to be, along the lines 
of Mr. liaruch*t statement in a letter to Representative Gore? 

Tilt PRRSIORRrr. No. 

(14.] Q. Mr. President, Congressman Manasco's committee re- 
ported a bill on the full employment idea, which pretty much emascu- 
lates your program. They have even stricken the words “full employ- 
ment** and put in the idea of high-level employment. Do you have 
any comment on that committee's action ? 

nia fmatmatrr. No, 1 haven't; but I hope the House will pass some 
sort of bill SO we can get the conference and probably work out a bill. 

1 15. | Q. Mr. President, do you contemplate any action in the near 
future in returning the Coast Guard to the Treasury? 

THa FaasmtNT. Yet— yes. I don't know exactly when it will be done, 
but it will be done sometime toon, as soon as I can get the Secretary 
of the Treasury and the Secretary of the Navy to agree on a date. 

1 16. | Q. Mr, President, do you have any comment at this time on 
unification ? 
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THE PRESIDENT. No. I wiU havc somctiiiiig l« Siiy afiout that iii tlic 
very near future. 

Q. Does that mean a message next week, Mr. Prcsulciit ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hopC SO. 

[17.] Q. Can you tel! us, Mr. Prcsulcnt, anything alxiut the in- 
structions to General Eisen — Marshal! at tliis time? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. General Marshall has liccn so busy wit It <»thrr 
things that I haven't had a chance to discuss the program with him 
and the Secretary of State. 

Q. WiU General Marshal! try getting the two factions in c:hina 
together again, Mr. Presiilent ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hopc SO. I Will givc you that when the instruc- 
tions are published. 

[18,1 Q. Mr. President, have you got any comment on ilic resig- 
nation of Charles Houston from the FKPC ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I wrotc a Icttcr on ih.at, which was publi^heil in tt>- 
day*s papers, which covers the situation thoroughly.* 

[19,] Q, Mr. President, in connection with housing, arc you going 
to take any position on price ceilings on houses, as in the Patman hill? 

THE PRESIDENT. Wc hopC tO. 

Q. Do you advocate price ceilings? 

THE PRESIDENT, Some sort of control on real estate prices, I think, is 
going to be necessary, unless we are going to have real estate inflation, 
I don't know whether we will be able to tlo it or nt«. Thar is a mailer 
that will have to be worked out after much thouglit. I don't want to 
say right now that it will be done, but some sort of arrangement will 
have to be made to prevent inflation in real estate prices, especially 
the small residence section. 

[20.] Q. Mr. President, the Red Cross central committee was sup- 
posed to meet December 4th, I think, to name 3 chairman or rather 

» The letter eeceptlns Mr. Hoaeton’e reeUmittnn, not publtetiMS hervtn. w«* bjr 

the White Houee oo December T. The letter referred to on epiMireAt eontrediriton hriweeu 
the law— which reenired the Qeverament to otmrate oelwNl t»ri>iiortiM noder the term* and 
eonditlona of emploiment which were In effect at the lime of ew|tnro- — and a {tropoeod rKt*C 
order eoncerntnK the Capital Tranelt Coniwajr la the Cdatrtrt of CNtltimhla. 
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to get a rcctmimcnibiion from you. Could you tell us anything about 
your rcfoinincndaiicm with regard to that? 

Tite parviiuNT. 'I hcy didn't meet, and I didn't make a rccommen- 
datton. 

Q. l‘hcy were schcdulcti— — 

THE fEtsmt NT. No, 1 don't think so. 

Q. Is there any change there in prospect, so far as you know, sir? 
THE pnEsmiKT. I Will annouiKC that on the laih of December. 

Q. You mean you arc announcing a change? [Laughter] 

THE pEfsinuvrr. I will announce the chairman of the Red Cross on 
the taih of l>cccml>er. 

(ai.j Q. Mr. President, can you tell us anything about the Pacific 
Northwest light metals plant situation, as a result of your conference 
with Senator Mitchell today ? 

THE FiiEstoENT. Well, Senator Mitchell was here to discuss the con- 
tinued operation of those light metals plants in the Northwest, and no 
conclusions were reached. 

RepM’ter: lliank you, Mr. President. 

TH« PflEStOENT. YouVc WclcomC. 

mots: President Tnifnan'i thirty* hh office at the White House at 4 pan. 
sewRith news conference was held in on Friday, December 7, 1945. 

209 loint Statement With the Prime Ministers of Great 
Britain and Canada Concerning Removal of Wartime 
Trade Controls. December 10, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT of the United States and the Prime Ministers of 
Great Britain and Canada issue the following statement: 

We announced on August 39 that the ComHned Production and 
Resources Board, the Combiiied Raw Materials Board and the Com- 
bined Pood Boaid would continue to operate on their existing basis 
for the sswM* being. As then pro p osed, however, the situation has been 
further with a view to die earliest poss&le removal of aU 

wardnie contfob of international trader 
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Wc take this opj>ortunity af p.uing tribute ut the nuisiaiuiing 
achievements of the Boanis in the full :mii ct|uit.ible ufili/aiion of 
resources for tlic ciTcctivc proscciuitm of the war. '^iti^ mnrl cx|>eri- 
ment in economic collaboration unquestionably hastencil the moment 
of victory. 

It is however, our view that the work of the C.P.R.B. ami C.R.M.B. 
on its existing basis should come to an end. It has arcrtriiingly been 
agreed that these two Boards terminate on Decemin-f 551, taps. 

There remain, however, a few commodities whieh call for coniiinicd 
attention inasmuch as they arc in global short supply in relation to 
the needs in consuming countries. For cotton textiles, tin, rublicr and 
hides and leather it is proposed that the committers set up ttntler the 
Boards which arc concerned with these supplies should In* corttinueil 
during such periosi as the shortage of supply in relation to needs 
renders necessary. It is also proposed that in all eases representation 
on the committees should be on an appropriate international basts 
having regard to their independent status following the dis<«o!ut}on of 
the Boards. In most cases Committee memlsership alre,ttly includes 
countries having a ma|or interest in the prolilcms involved. In the case 
of coal, there exists an organization in respect of Huro{ie, but special con- 
siderations make it desirable that, for the time being, the coal com- 
mittees in Washington and London now under the Ikiartls conitnuc 
in their present form. As regards some additional commoilitics in 
uncertain supply, the Boards may make suitable distribution arrange- 
ments before the end of the year to extend into 1946. 

It has been concluded that conditions do not yet permit the disso- 
lution of the Combined Food Board. Because many foodstuffs arc 
still in world short supply and because of their close inter-relationship, 
it is beUeved desirable to retain the Board as a supervisory and ctior- 
dinating mechanism. The commodity committees of the Boars! will 
be abandoned as soon as the foodstuHs with which they deal cease to 
require international allocation. It is anticipated that the Combined 
Food Board itself will be dissolved on June 30, 1946, or sooner if con- 
ditions permit. However, a few of the commodity committees may 
have to be retained beyond that date to recommend allocations of 
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protivu'tx which ciimtnuc to l>c in serious slmrt siipj^y. Arrangements 
were i«.utc list summer to associate other major exporting and im- 
porting coimtrirs with the work of the commtHlity committees. These 
committees will continue too|>etatcon this principle. 

KtiTis; ‘Dir u.H frtruwd ^inutUaitrmnly in Washingion, !.ondon, and Ot- 

wwa 41 o» 4,10., VV'4ddn)ju»n lime. 


2iti St.airincnt by tlic President Concerning the Anglo- 
Aineiican C'ominittcc of Inquiry (Palestine 
(ainuuisston). December 10, 1945 

'1*1 IE <!(>\II’<>sri'IC>N of the Anglo-American Committee of In- 
quiry which sv.is announccil in Washington ami Lomlon on No- 
vcmlirr I V and svhich will ojieratc under a rotating chairmanship will 
Ijc as foUoss's: 

Joseph C. Hutcheson, Jutige of the Fifth Circuit Court at Houston, 
IVxas (American Chairman). 

Sir |r>lm I*,. Singleton, Jutige of the King’s trench Division of the 
! Jtgh ( 4*tirt of Itisitcc, I.onilon (British Chairman). 

I*r.mk Aydclotte, formerly President of Swarthmorc College, now 
Dirctfor of the Institute of Ativanced Stutly at Princeton, and Ameri- 
can Secretary tif the KIkxIcs Trust. 

f‘r.mk W. Burton, Falitorof the Boston Hcrahl 

WiUretl !*. Crick, htctinomic Adviser to the Midland Bank, London, 
formerly sviih Ministry of Footl. 

Richard II. S. Crossman, Menilicr of Parliament (Labour) ; formerly 
Fellow am! Tutt»r of New College, Oxford, assistant editor of New 
Statesman and Nation, and Deputy Director of Psychological War- 
Lire, .^.F.H.O-* Algiers. 

O. Max Gardner, former Governor of North Carolina, now prac- 
ticing law in Washington. 

Sir Ffcilcrick l-eggctf. until recently Deputy Secretary of the Minis- 
try of l,al>cnir and National Services. 

Major Reginald F-. Manningham-BuUcr, Member of Parliament 
(Omservative), a barrister. 


55 * 



[2io] Dec. 10 Public Papers of the Presidents 

James G, McDonald, formerly Chairman of the !5<iarti, Foreign 
Policy Association, High Commissioner for Refugees, and mcml)cr of 
the editorial staff of the New York Times. 

Lord Morrison (Robert Craigmylc, Baron Morrison), Mcmlicr of 
Parliament (Labour). 

William Phillips, formerly Under Secretary of State. Ambassatlor to 
Italy, personal representative of the President with llic rank of Am- 
bassador at New Delhi, and Delegate to the Lomlon Naval Confer- 
ence, 1935. 

As announced by the two Governments on Novcmt»cr 13, 19^5. the 
terms of reference of the Committee will be as follows; 

1. To examine political, economic and social conditions in Palestine 
as they bear upon the problem of Jewish immigration an<i sculcnicnt 
therein and the well-being of the peoples now living therein. 

2. To examine the position of the Jews in those countries in Europe 
where they have been the victims of Naxi and Fascist persecution, and 
the practical measures taken or contempiatetl to he taken in those 
countries to enable them to live free from discrimiiuitton and oppres- 
sion and to make estimates of those who wish or will Ixr impelled by 
their conditions to migrate to Palestine or other countries outsitle 
Europe. 

3. To hear the views of competent witnesses ant! to consult repre- 
sentative Arabs and Jews on the problems of Palestine as such prob- 
lems are affected by conditions subject to examination under para- 
graphs X and 2 above and by other relevant facts ami circumstances, 
and to make recommendations to His Majesty's Government and the 
Government of the United States for ad interim handling of these 
problems as well as for their permanent solution. 

4. To make such other recommendations to His Majesty's Govern- 
ment and the Government of the United States as may be necessary 
to meet the immediate needs arising from conditions subject to exam- 
ination under paragraph a above, by remedial action in the European 
countries in question or by the provision of facilities for emigration 
to and settlement in countries outside Europe. 

The Governments of the United States and Great Britain urge on 
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the Committee the need £or the utmost expedition in dealing with the 
subjects committed to it for investigation and request that they may be 
furnished with its report within 120 days of the inception of the 
inquiry. 

The procedure of the Committee will be determined by the Com- 
mittee itself, and it will be open to it, if it thinks fit, to deal simul- 
taneously through the medium of sub-committees with its various 
terms of reference. 

noth: a similar statement was released simultaneously in Ix>ndon at 10 a.m. Wash- 
ington time. 


21 1 The President’s News Conference of 
December 12, 1945 

THE PiuwiDENT. [i.] I havc fcccivcd a report from Mr. Snyder, head 
of OWMR, on the housing situation, which will be handed to you. 
It is a naimeographed sheet of three pages, and recommends the ap- 
pointment of a Housing Expediter to carry out the suggestions which 
he makes to me and which I havc approved. 

And 1 am appointing the Honorable Wilson Wyatt, former Mayor 
of Lomsvillc, Kentucky, to that position; and a copy of my letter to 
him, and Mr. Snyder’s report, are available for you. 

Q. Mr. President, docs that reinstimte priority controls on building 

materials? 

THE PEEsnaNT. Eventually it will. 

Q, Eventually it will? 

THXFKisiBaicr. Yes. It is completely explained in there. 

Q. Could you give us a brief r^sum 4 in 20 well-chosen words, Mr. 

President? [Laughter'l 

THE »asii«NT. Well, if you arc going to insist on havmg somethmg 
read to you— well, I will do that. 

{UMdingl •The first step is a program for speeding up release of 
suff^us hf“***"g units and building materials, held by the Government. 

It is ready to operate. 
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‘‘This program makes immediately available to the States and local 
communities surplus Government property suitable for housing, in- 
cluding Army and Navy barracks and dormitories. Wherever possi- 
ble these facilities, many of which are near crowded cities, will be 
utilized on their present sites to house veterans and their families.” 

That’s the first one. 

[Continuing reading] “The second step is a regulation which is 
now being prepared and which should l>e relcasct! before the middle 
of the month, establishing priorities on building materials. 

“In general terms, this regulation will establish such priorities for 
single or multiple dwelling housing units costing $10,000 or less per 
unit. This will mean that about 50 percent of all buiUting materials 
will be channeled into this type of building. The balance will be 
available for commercial, industrial, higher-priced dwelling, and all 
other construction— public and private. 

“The third step relates to ceiling prices on old anti new housing. 
Sharp increases in the price of housing already have occurred. The 
threat of inflation in this field is the most menacing in our economy, 
and we are using all the powers that have been granted the Admin- 
istration to combat it.” 

It goes into further explanation on each one of those, with the pre- 
liminary statement of why it is done. 

[Continuing reading] “First, to increase the supply of building ma- 
terials; second, to strengthen inventory controls to prevent hoarding; 
third, to strengthen price controls over building materials; fourth, to 
discourage unsound lending practices and speculation; fifth, to enlist 
Industry support in increasing production and fighting tnlktion; and 
sixth, to provide information and advisory service on home values to 
the public.” 

And you have all that entirely and completely set out in this 
memorandum.* 

Q. Mr. President, arc those price ceilings operative right away ? 

THE PRESIDENT, Just as soon as we can get the orders out. 

Q. You don’t have to have OPA come in on that at all ? 

» The full te*t of Mr. Snyder''B memoraadam waa released by the White Houae. 
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THE PRESIDENT. It wili bc—ycs, ycs, 

Q. Mr. President, no legislation will be necessary on it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, bccausc this IS undcr the War Powers Act — this 
is under the War Powers Act, although we are supporting certain 
legislation which is explained in here that will help implement that.® 
[2,] Then, I am appointing the factfinding board for the General 
Motors strike: Judge Walter Parker Stacy; Lloyd K. Garrison, chair- 
man of the War Labor Board; and Milton S. Eisenhower, president 
of the Kansas State College, in Manhattan. 

Q. Just a minute — Milton S. Eisenhower, what*s he president 

THE PRESIDENT. President of Kansas State College, in Manhattan — 
chat*s an agricultural college in Kansas. Lloyd Garrison, who heads 

the War Labor Board, and Judge Stacy was chairman of the 

Q. Mr, President, may I ask you a question ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Certainly. 

Q. This General Motors thing— as you probably know, labor has 
put up an— 

Q. Louder. 

Q. —argument that the factfinding 

THE pREstoRNT, Say that again. 

Q. I say that I am asking — saying to the President that, as he prob- 
ably knows, labor objects to the idea of factfinding boards, with their 
argument being that they could string out the time of the factfinding 
to an interminable degree. I thought possibly this might be a good 
time to ask you a question about that, what your comment is on it? 

THi paasiDENT. My comment is that it is specifically stated in the 
message that the factfinding period should be 20 days— 5 days to get 
ready, and 5 days after the ao days— making up 30 days altogether; 
so this factfinding program can’t last more than 20 days. 

• anwr lit* Mmm cvnfMVMW Wlilt* Uoxtm IwiivS « rtlMM el«rinnn« tt* PM«id*af* 
Mply •• follow* t 

•Tllo ProoMool mS* iMo u«4or a ailaapproliaBaloB. Loffliaatloa it memm ter to ft* 
piioa aotllas*. Tbo — orawdaia ta ao o S totfajr polata tliat oat on Paco S. Boatlon 8. 

*'t.*«lotailoa la aol Biirianarj tor tk* aatabUaliwoat of prioiittoa oa botldlag natorlala ; 
ao4. aa bMllaila8 to SwrtkMi t, oa Pact* S of iko aHHaortodoai, priorittaa ara bainc tat op 
o oSa r Iko War Powara Aol vftkoot k«talsltoB. 

•TPfca PraoMaoi la aoawartac tka cnaatton waa oaSor tka laipcaaaloa that tka qnaatlon 
rafktrad to prkMrtilao ratkw tkaa prteo caUloca.*' 
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Q. Is it somewhere in your proposal — do you not authorize them 
to have more time if they want it ? 

THE PRESIDENT. If it is absolutcly essential. 

Q. You know what I am talking about ? 

THE PRESIDENT, YcS. 

Q. It has been brought up that it was a device for stopping all 
labor— 

THE PRESIDENT, I dou’t think it is any such device. It is merely a 
program for the purpose of finding out exactly what the comlitions 
are on labor’s side and on management’s side, and then making a 
recommendation that is fair to the public. That’s the principle of 
the thing. 

[3.] Q. Mr, President, in connection with the inflationary aspects 
of the real estate market, arc you also looking into the very active 
stock market now ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I hadn’t been looking into it. In fact, I have liad 
so many things to think about that I hadn’t looket! at the stock market, 
because I have never been interested in the stock market |icrsonally. 

[4,] Q, Mr. President, will this factfinding board have the right 
to go into the company’s books ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Not without legislation. I am of the opinion that 
people will want to cooperate with the President of the United States 
in an effort to settle these strikes in the public interest. 

Q. You expect the company to open its books ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I cxpcct coopcradon from both sides. 

[5.] Q. Mr. President, will you appoint a factfinding board for 
steel ? 

THE PRESIDENT. YcS, I shall. 

Q. When will you announce that ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Just as quickly as we can get it ready. 

[6.] Q. Mr. President, in addition to criticism of the labor pro- 
gram, there have been some personal attacks on you. I wonder if you 
could say how you regarded those? 

THE PRESIDENT. I didn’t cvcn read them. I am not interested in 
them. 

536 



Harry S, 'Truman, 1^4$ Dec. 12 [21 1] 

I don’t think there’s any truth in them, so why worry about them. 
I have been attacked before. 

[7.] Q. We have received some reports that Senator Maybank 
might be appointed to some diplomatic post, specifically Brazil — a 
possibility of a vacancy there ? 

THE PRESIDENT. News to me. That’s the first I have heard of it. 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, I have been asked to inquire when the Ma- 
rines will be taken out of China 

THE PRESIDENT. The Marines will be taken out of China when our 
surrender terms with Japan have been carried out. At a later time, 
when General Marshall starts for China, I shall announce a complete 
policy for the guidance of General Marshall; and I will annoimce it 
here at a press conference. 

[9.] Q. To get back to labor, Mr. President, I believe in your mes- 
sage you asked that the enabling legislation be passed before the Christ- 
mas recess. 

THE PRESIDENT. I did. 

Q. Indications on the Hill now are that action will not be com- 
pleted by the time for the recess. Are you doing anything to expedite 
that? 

THE PRESIDENT. My bcst information is that it will be completed. 

Q. It will be before the recess ? 

THE PRESIDENT. YeS. 

Q. Do you take into consideration the possibility of a great deal of 
conversation on the subject in the Senate ? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Senate is always entitled to conversation. That’s 
one of the reasons for the existence of the Senate. [Laughter] That’s 
the only legislative body left in the world with unlimited debate, and 
under no circumstances would I limit that debate. I have been a Sena- 
tor, and I know what it means for a Senator not to be able to say what 
he pleases. [Laughter] 

[10.] I have another appointment here that I think you will be 
interested in. I am appointing Michael W. Straus who was the First 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior, to succeed Harry W. Bashore, 
who has passed the retirement age and is retiring from the Recla- 
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mation Board. Mr, Straus wiii be Commissioner of tiic Bureau of 
Reclamation. 

Q. Does that interfere witli his present job at all, sir ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Hc is resigning as Assistant Secretary of the Intcriiir 
to take this job. 

Q. How docs Mr. Bashore spell his name ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I Will spcU it for you. I huvc got it right here: 
B-a-s-h-o-r-e. His name is Harry W , 

Q. Mr. President, Mike is a very close associate of Mr. HaroUl Ickcs. 
Should we take that move as any indication of a move on Mr. kkes* part 
in the future? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I don’t think so. He is a very capable person and 
has done an excellent job as Assistant Secretary, and comes to me higltly 
recommended by everybody in connection with the thing; ami so I 
appointed him. That’s a job that neetls to be well dune. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, can you give us any hint as to what you arc 
going to do about this bill turning over the USES to the States? 

THE PRESIDENT. I haven’t seen the bill yet. It hasn’t been presented 
to me. When it comes up to me I will make an announcement on it, 
as soon as 1 have had a chance to study it. 

[i2.] Q, Mr, President, do you have any comment on Secretary 
Byrnes’ departure for Moscow totlay? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t think it’s necessary for me to make any com- 
ment. That trip was planned a long time ago. It’s a part of the pro- 
gram as set out at Yalta for the foreign ministers of Russia, Great 
Britain, and the United States to meet at least every 4 months. It was 
just due now to meet in Moscow; and the next meeting will be held in 
Washington— probably March or April. 

[^3*] Q* Mr. President, this is a frivolous question, but what arc you 
going to do for Christmas ? 

THE PRESIDENT. What am I going to do at Christmas ? 

Q. Wc keep getting messages from our editors. Are you going to 
be here? 

THE PRESIDENT. No, I am Dot golng to be here. The family will leave 
for home about the i8th, and I shall fly home for Christmas dinner on 
Christmas Day, as I have done in the past. 
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Q. Arc you going to cat your regular three turkey dinners on Christ- 
mas that you used to? 

THE PRESIDENT. If they atc available, I certainly am. [Laughicr] 

Q. Let’s sec, you usually eat one with your mother, and one with your 
wife’s mother 

THE PRESIDENT. That’s right. And one with my aunt, who is 96 years 
old. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

note; President Truman's thirty-eighth at the White House at 10:05 
news conference was held in his oflSce Wednesday, December 12, 1945. 


212 Letter to Wilson Wyatt Appointing Him Housing 
Expediter. December 12, 1945 

Dear Mr, Wyatt: 

This country is faced by an acute shortage of housing. Veterans are 
returning to homeless communities. Former war workers have come 
back to thdr home towns, and have found no place in which to live. 

It is urgent that every available temporary living quarter be used in 
over-crowded communities, that the production of building materials 
be expedited, that the ptoduedon of homes be hurried, that the cost of 
housing be protected from further inflation* 

I am asking you to assume the role of housing expediter in the Office 
of War Mobilization and Reconversion. I am asking you to search out 
all bottlenecks at whatever level of industry or of government— local, 
state or national— you may find them; to try to break those botdenccks; 
and to make the machinery of housing produedon run as smoothly 
and speedily as possible, so that we may be able to make the peace pro- 
duedon of homes equal to the task of housing our veterans and other 

ClVUIAIUk 

Very sincerely, 

Haxrt S. IkUMAN 

[Honorable Wiboo Wyatt, LouhviUe, Kentucky] 

Mora: This letter was made public to- micted to the Piesidmt by John W. Sny- 
gether with a report on boudng tub- der, Dtitctor of War Mobilization and 
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Reconversion. The report, in the form conference of December 12 (see Item 
of a memorandum dated December 8 , 211). 

was read in part at the President’s news 


213 Citation Accompanying the Medal for Merit Awarded 
to Henry Morgenthau, December 12, 1945 

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OP 
THE MEDAL FOR MERIT 
TO 

HENRY MCmOBNTHAU, JR. 

HENRY MORGENTHAU, JR., Secretary of the Treasury, 1934-1945, 
for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the performance of outstanding 
services in such office. Under his supervision, the Treasury Depart- 
ment, through the sales of bonds, rai^ two hundred billion dollars 
with which to finance our defense and war activides. This great 
achievement was accompanied by a substantial reduedon in the average 
rate of interest on the public debt. He pardcipated in formulating and 
administering a wartime Federal tax program whkh raised unprec- 
edented tax revenues with a minimum disturbance to the domesde 
economy. He contributed immeasurably to the close fiscal coopera- 
tion which this Government has had with its allies during the war. His 
many years of activity and acomnplishment in the field international 
monetary stabilization bore fruit in the Bietton Woods Agreements foe 
an International Monetary Fund and Bank, ratified by the Congress 
early this year. In the days prior to our entrance into the war, both 
before and alter the enactment of the knd-lease legislation, he was in 
the forefront in facilitating and urging aid to our allwf. His vision, 
skill, and determination in financing the war, in preserving the stability 
of our domestic econmny during the difficult war period, and in foster- 
ing International fiscal ooqpeiatioii are exemplary of the stand- 

ards dvilian services m the United States. 

Haamr a Tkimam 

tiora: The ptwentatiem TO made by the Praiidntt ia a mmiy M 
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214 Citation Accompanying the Medal for Merit Awarded to 
Ralph K, Davies. December 12, 1945 

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF 
THE MEDAL FOR MERIT 
TO 

RALPH K. DAVIES 

RALPH K, DAVIES, for exceptionally meritorious conduct in the per- 
formance of outstanding services to the United States. As Deputy Pe- 
troleum Administrator, Mr. Davies organized and directed the unique 
government-industry combination that achieved one of the outstanding 
victories of the war— the assurance of petroleum for every military and 
essential civilian need of the United Nations. Under his guidance, this 
unprcccticnted partnership furnished the United Nations with their 
most vital and most used munition. As a member of the President's 
Committee on Oil, Mr. Davies played a leading part in formulating 
and negotiating an international oil agreement, executed by officials of 
the United States and Great Britain. To these high duties Mr. Davies 
brought profound oil knowledge, an incisive intellect, rare vision, the 
quiet power of a gifted organizer and executive, the courageous devo- 
tion of a man characterized by unffinching determination, and a deep 
sense of public service. 

Harry S. Truman 

notk: The presenutioBi was made by the President in a ceremony held in tl^ White 
House. 


215 Citation Accompanying the Distinguished Service Medal 
Awarded to Admiral Ernest J. King. December 14, 1945 

THE PRESIDENT of the United States takes pleasure in presenting 
the Gold Star in lieu of the Third Distinguished Service Medal to 

rUOT AfiaOXAI. BRNEST j. kino, UNITED STATES NAVY 

for service as set forth in the following 
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For exceptionally meritorious service to the Ciovcrnmcnt of the Unitetl 
States in a duty of great rcsiwnsibility as O^mniaiuier-in-Clucf of the 
United States Fleet from December 20, 194r» anti concurreutiy as Chief 
of Naval Operations from March 18, 1942, to Oember io> 104S* During 
the above periods. Fleet Admiral King, in his tiual capacity, cxcrciscti 
complete military control of the naval forces of the Ufiilct! States Navy, 
Marine Corps, and Coast GuanI ami directed all activities of these forces 
in conjunction with the U.S. Army and our Allies to bring vicit>ry to 
die United States. As the Unitci! States Naval Member of the loini 
Chiefs of Staff and the Combined Chiefs of Staff, he e<x)niin;ued tlic 
naval strength of this country with all agencies of the Unitci! States anti 
of the Allied Nations, and with exceptional vision, tlriving energy, atu! 
uncompromising devotion to duty, he fulfiUctl his trememloiis respon- 
sibility of command and direction of the greatest naval force the worltl 
has ever seen and the simultaneous expansion of all naval facilities in 
the prosecution of the war. With cxtraortlinary ffircsight, soumi jutlg- 
ment, and brilliant strategic genius, he excrcisetl a guiding inllucncc 
in tlw Allied strategy of victory. 

Analyzing with astute military acumen the multiple complexity of 
large-scale combined operations and the paramount im|xjriancc of am- 
phibious warfare, Fleet Admiral King exercised a guitling influence in 
the formation of all operational ami logistic plans and achieved com- 
plete coordination between the U.S. Navy and all Allied military and 
naval forces. 

His outstanding qualities of leadership throughout the greatest pe- 
riod of crisis in the history of our country were an inspiration to the 
forces under his command and to all associatet! with him. 

Harry S. Truman 

note; The presentation was made by the President in a ceremony in the East Room 
at the White House. 
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216 Statement by the President; United States Policy Toward 
China. December 1945 

TI IE GOVERNMENT of the United States holds that peace and pros- 
perity of the world in tiiis new and unexplored era ahead depend upon 
the ability of the sovereign nations to combine for collective security in 
the United Nations organization. 

It is the firm belief of this Government that a strong, united and 
democratic China is of the utmost importance to the success of this 
United Nations organization and for world peace. A China disor- 
ganized and divided cither by foreign aggression, such as that under- 
taken by the Japanese, or by violent internal strife, is an imdermining 
influence to world stability and peace, now and in the future. The 
Unitcil Slates Government has long subscribed to the principle that the 
management of internal affairs is the responsibility of the peoples of 
the sovereign nations. Events of this cenmry, however, would indicate 
chat a breach of peace anywhere in the world threatens the peace of 
the entire world. !t is thus in the most vital interest of the United 
States and all the United Nations that the people of China overlook no 
opportunity to adjust their internal differences promptly by methods of 
peaceful negotiation. 

I'he Government of the United States believes it essential: 

(i) That a cessation of hostilities be arranged between the armies of 
the National Government and the Chinese Communists and other dis- 
sitlent Chinese armed forces for the purpose of completing the return 
of all China to effective Chinese control, including the immediate 
evacuation of the Japanese forces. 

(3) Tliat a national conference of representadves of major poUdeal 
elements be arranged to develop an early soludon to the present in- 
ternal strife— a soludon which will bring about the unificadon of 
China. 

The United States and the other United Nadons have recognized the 
present Nadonal Government of the Republic of China as the only legal 
government in China. It is the proper instrument to achieve the objeo- 
dve of a unified China* 


«S9St— SI-— — SY 
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The United States and the Unitctl Kingdom by the ('.tiro !>cclara- 
tion in 1943 and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics by atlhcring 
to the Potsdam Declaration of last July ant! by the Sino Sovict Treaty 
and Agreements of August 1945, are all commtttcHl to the liberatioii of 
China, including the return of Manciiuria to Chinese control. These 
agreements were made with the National Government of the Republic 
of China. 

In continuation of the constant and close collaljoratton with the Na- 
tional Government of the Republic of China in the prosecutioit of this 
war, in consonance with the Potsdam Declaration, and to remove |X)ssi- 
bility of Japanese influence remaining in China, the Unitctl States has 
assumed a definite obligation in the disarmament anti evacuation of the 
Japanese troops. Accordingly tlic Unitctl States has been assisting and 
will continue to assist the National Government of the Republic of 
Cliina in effecting the disarmament and evacuation of Japanese troops 
in the liberated areas. The United States Marines arc in north C'hina 
for that purpose. 

The United States recognizes and will continue to recognize the Na- 
tional Government of China and cooperate with it in international 
afiPairs and specifically in eliminating Japanese influence from China. 
The United States is convinced that a prompt arrangement for a cessa- 
tion of hosdlitses is essential to the effective achievement of this end. 
United States support will not extend to United States military inter- 
vention to influence the course of any Chinese internal strife. 

The United States has already been compclleti to pay a great price 
to restore the peace which was first broken by Japanese aggression in 
Manchuria- The maintenance of peace in the Pacific may l>c Jeopard- 
ized, if not frustrated, unless Japanese influence in China is wholly re- 
moved and unless China takes her place as a unified, democratic and 
peaceful nation. This is the purpose of the maintenance for the lime 
being of United States military and naval forces in China. 

The United States is cognizant that the present National Govern- 
ment of China is a “one-party government” and believes that peace, 
unity and democratic reform in China will be furthered if the basis of 
this Government is broadened to include other political elements in the 
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country. Hence, the United States strongly advocates that the national 
conference of representatives of major political elements in the country 
agree upon arrangements which w’ould give those elements a fair and 
effective representation in the Chinese National Government. It is 
rccognizet! that this would require modification of the one-party “po- 
litical tutelage** established as an interim arrangement in the progress 
of the nation toward democracy by the father of the Chinese Republic, 
Doctor Sun Yat-sen. 

The existence of autonomous armies such as that of the Communist 
army is inconsistent with, and actually makes impossible, political unity 
in China. Witii the institution of a broadly representative government, 
autonomous armies should be eliminated as such and all armed forces 
in China integrated effectively into the Chinese National Army. 

In line with its often expressed views regarding self-determination, 
the United States Government considers that the detailed steps neces- 
sary to the achievement of political unity in China must be worked out 
by the Chinese themselves and that intervention by any foreign govern- 
ment in these matters would be inappropriate. The United States Gov- 
ernment feels, however, that Cliina has a clear responsibility to the 
other United Nations to eliminate armed confiict within its territory 
as constituting a threat to world stability and peace— a responsibility 
which is shared by the National Government and all Chinese political 
and military groups. 

As China moves toward peace and unity along the lines described 
above, the United States would be prepared to assist the National Gov- 
ernment in every reasonable way to rehabilitate the country, improve 
the agrarian and industrial economy, and establish a military organiza- 
tion capable of discharging China*s national and international respon- 
sibilsties lor the maintenance of peace and order. In furtherance of 
such asdstance, it would be prepared to give favorable consideradoti to 
requests for credits and loans under reasonable conditions Icur 
pro j e c t s which would contribute toward the development of a healthy 
economy throughout China and healthy trade relations between China 
and the United States. 
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217 Veto of Bill Raising the Rank of Chiefs and Assistant 
Chiefs of Naval Bureaus. December 17, 1945 
The House of Representatives: 

I return herewith, without my approval, H.R. i86a, the principal pur- 
pose of which would be to give to chiefs of naval bureaus the ratik of 
vice admiral and to the assistant chiefs of naval bureaus the rank of rear 
admiral. 

This enactment would extend prefercmial rank and retirement bene- 
fits to a particular group in one of the branches of our armed forces, 
and would not take into account the matter of rank and other benefits 
for personnel holding comparable assignments within other branches. 
Tliis is piecemeal legislation. The time has arrived when wc must con- 
sider all branches of our armed forces in the enactment of laws govern- 
ing rank, promotion, and other privileges and benefits and conditions 
of service. The matter of increased permanent rank for chiefs of bu- 
reaus of the Navy Department and their assistants should await deci- 
sion by the Congress on the matter of the organization and composi- 
tion of our whole post-war military establishment and consideration of 
the problem of suitable rank for higher commands and staff assign- 
ments in the ground, sea, and air forces. 

Harry S. Truman 


218 Special Message to the Congress Recommending the 
Establishment of a Department of National Defense. 
December 19, 1945 

To the Congress of the United States: 

In my message of September 6, 1945, 1 stated that I would communi- 
cate with the Congress from time to time during the current session 
with respect to a comprehensive and continuous program of national 
security. I pointed out the necessity of making timely preparation for 
the Nation’s long-range security now— while we arc still mindful of 
what it has cost us in thus war to have been unprepared. 

On October 23, 1945, as part of that program, there was presented 
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for your consideration a proposal for universal military training. It 
was buseti upon the necessities o£ maintaining a well-trained citizenry 
wiiich could be quickly mobilized in time of need in support of a small 
professional military establishment. Long and extensive hearings have 
now been heki by the Congress on this recommendation. I think that 
tlic proposal, in principle, has met with the overwhelming approval 
of the people of the United States. 

We arc discharging our armed forces now at the rate of x,5oo,ooo a 
month. Wc can with fairness no longer look to the vetexans of this 
war for any future military service. It is essential therefore that uni- 
versal training be instituted at the earliest possible moment to provide 
a reserve upon which we can draw if, unhappily, it should become 
necessary. A grave responsibility will rest upon the Congress if it con- 
tinues to delay this most important and urgent measure. 

Today, again in the interest of national security and world peace, I 
make this further recommendation to you. I recommend that the Con- 
gress adopt legislation combining the War and Navy Departments into 
one single Department of National Defense. Such uniheation is an- 
other essential step— along with universal training— in the development 
iA a comprehensive and continuous program for our future safety and 
for the peace and security of the world. 

One of the lessons which have most clearly come from the costly and 
dangerous experience of this war is that there must be unified direction 
of land, sea and air forces at home as well as in all other parts of the 
world where our Armed Forces are serving. 

We did not have that kind of direction when we were attacked four 
years ago— and we certainly paid a high price for not having it. 

In 1941, we had two completely independent organisations with no 
weU-establishcd habits of collaboradon and cooperation between them. 
If disputes arose, if there was failure to agree on a question of planning 
or a questmn ol action, only the President of the Unked States could 
make a decision effective on both. Besides, m 1941, the air power 
the United States was not organized a par with the ground and sea 
forces. 

Our expedient for meeting these defects was the creation of the Joint 


5 ^ 



[2x8] Dec. 19 Public Papers of the Presidents 

Chiefs of Staff, On this Committee sat the President’s CJiief Staff 
and the chiefs of the land forces, the navai forces, aiul the air forces. 
Under the Joint Chiefs were organized a number of committees bring- 
ing together personnel of the three services for joint strategic planning 
and for coordination of operations. This kiml of ctKirtlinalitm was 
better than no coordination at all, hut it w,is in no sense a untficil 
command. 

In the theaters of operation, meanwhile, w'c went further in the th- 
rection of unity by establishing unified commands. We came to the 
conclusion — soon confirmed by experience — that any exicntlc<l military 
effort required over-all coordinated control in order to get the most out 
of the three armed forces. Had we not early in the war adopteti iltis 
principle of a unified command for operations, our efforts, no m.attcr 
how heroic, might have failed. 

But we never had comparable unified direction or command in 
Washington. And even in the field, our unity of operations was greatly 
impaired by the differences in training, in doctrine, in communication 
systems, and in supply and distribution systems, that stemmed from the 
division of leadership in Washington. 

It is true, we were able to win in spite of these handicaps. But it is 
now time to take stock, to discard obsolete organizational forms and 
to provide for the future the soundest, the most effective and the most 
economical kind of structure for our armed forces of which this most 
powerful Nation is capable. 

I urge this as the best means of kecfnng the peace. 

No nation now doubts the good will of the United States for the 
maintenance of a lasting peace in the world. Our purpose is shown 
by our efforts to establish an effective United Nations Organization. 
But all nations-— and particularly those unfortunate nations which have 
felt the heel of the Nazis, the Fascists or the Japs— know that desire for 
peace is futile unless there is also enough strength ready and willing to 
enforce that desire in any emergency. Among the things that have 
encouraged aggression and the spread of war in the past have been the 
unwillingness of the United States realistically to face this fact, and 
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her rrfu'‘.il furtify lier iiims of peace before the forces of aggression 
coiilii gather in strength. 

Now that our enemies have surrendered it has again become all too 
apparent that a ptjrtion of the American people are anxious to forget 
all about the war, and particularly to forget all the unpleasant factors 
which arc ret|uired to prevent future wars. 

Whether we like it or not, wc must all recognize that the victory 
w'hich wc Itavc won has placed upon the American people the continu- 
ing Inirtlcn of responsibility for world leadership. The future peace 
of the worltl will depciul in large part upon whether or not the United 
States slum's that it is really determined to continue in its role as a leader 
ainruig ii.itions. It will tiejwntl upon whether or not the United States 
is willing to maint.iin the physical strength necessary to act as a safe- 
giianl ag.iittsi any future aggressor. Together with the other United 
Nations, wc must lie willing to make lltc sacrifices necessary to protect 
the world from future aggressive warfare. In short, wc must be pre- 
pared to maiiitaiit in ettnstant and immediate readiness suHicient mili- 
tary strength to convince any future |K>tcntia! aggressor that this Na- 
tion, in its determination for a lasting peace, means business. 

Wc would Isc taking 3 grave risk with the national security if we did 
not move now to overcome permanently the present imperfections in our 
defense organization. However great was the need for coordination and 
unified command in World War H, it is sure to be greater if there is 
any future aggression against world peace. Technological developments 
have made the Armed Services much more dependent upon each other 
than ever iKfore. l*hc boundaries that once separated the Army’s battle- 
jficld from the Navy’s battlefield have been virtually erased. If there is 
ever going to he another glolsal conflict, it is sure to take place simul- 
taneously on land and sea and in the air, with weapons of ever greater 
speal and range. Our combat forces must work together in one team 
as they have iic\*er been required to work together in the past. 

Wc must assume, further, that another war would strike much more 
suddenly tlian the last, and that it would strike directly at the United 
States. Wc cannot expect to be given the opportunity again to experi- 
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ment in organization and in ways of teamwork while the lighting pro- 
ceeds. True preparedness now means preparedness not alone in arma- 
ments and numbers of men, but preparedness in organization also. It 
means establishing in peacetime the kind of military organization which 
will be able to meet tlie test of sudden attack quickly ant! without hav- 
ing to improvise radical readjustment in structure ami habits. 

The basic question is what organization will provide the most effec- 
tive employment of our military resources in time of war and the most 
elective means for maintaining peace. The manner in wliich we make 
this transition in the size, composition, ant! organization of the armed 
forces will determine tlic cfBcicncy and cost of our national tiefense for 
many years to come. 

Improvements have been made since 1941 by the President in the 
organization of the War and Navy Departments, untier the War I’owers 
Act. Unless the Congress acts before these powers lapse, these De- 
partments will revert to their prewar organizational status. This would 
be 3 grievous mistake. 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff arc not a untfictl comiuantl. It is a commit- 
tee which must depend for its success ufion the voluntary cooperation 
of its member agencies. During the war period of extreme national 
danger, there was, of course, a high degree of cooperation. In |>cacc- 
time the situation will be different. It must not he taken for granted 
that the Joint Chiefs of Staff as now constituted will be as effective in 
the apportionment of peacetime resources as they have been in die de- 
termination of war plans and in their execution. As national defense 
appropriations grow tighter, and as conflicting interests make them- 
selves felt in major issues of policy and strategy, unanimous agreements 
will become more difiScuIt to reach. 

It was obviously impossible in the midst of conflict to reorganize the 
armed forces of the United States along the lines here suggested. Now 
that our enemies have surrendered, I urge the Congress to proceed to 
bring about a reorganization of the management of the Armed Forces, 

Further studies of the general problem would serve no useful pur- 
pose. There is enough evidence now at hand to demonstrate beyond 
question the need for a unified department. A great many dF the rea- 
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sons for cstahlishini? a single department have been brought out already 
in public <liscussion and in Congressional committee hearings. To me 
the most imixiriant reasons for combining the two existing Departments 
are these: 

I. If'e should have integrated strategic plans and a unified military 
program and hudgeL 

With the coming of peace, it is clear tliat we must not only continue, 
hut sircngrhcm our present facilities for integrated planning. We can- 
not have the sea, land, and air members of our defense team working 
at what may turn out 10 he cross puri>oscs, planning their programs on 
different assumptions as to the nature of the military establishment we 
nectl, ami ettgaging in an open competition for funds. 

Strategy, program, and budget arc all aspects of the same basic 
ilccisions. Using llie advice of our scientists and our intelligence offi- 
cers. we must make the wisest estimate as to the probable nature of any 
future attack U|ion us. determine accordingly how to organize and 
deploy our military forces, and allocate the available manpower, ma- 
teriel. and financial resources in a manner consistent with the over-all 
plan. 

Up to the present time, the makeup and balance of our Armed Forces 
have not liccn planned as a whole. Programs and budget requests from 
the Army ant! Navy liavc been formulated separately, on the basis of 
independent concepts of mission and function. These separate pro- 
grams anti budgets have not been considered together until after they 
have paswti out of military hands and even out of the hands of the 
Secretaries of War anti the Navy, The whole job of reconciling the 
divergent claims of the Departments has been thrust upon the President 
and the Congress. 

This war has demonstrated completely that the resources of this na- 
tion in manpower and in raw materials are not unlimited. To realize 
this is to comprehend the urgent need for Ending a way to allocate 
these resources intelligently among the competing services. This means 
designing a balanced military structure reflecting a considered appor- 
tionment of responsibility among the services for the performance of a 
joint mission. 
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From experience as a member of the Congress, I know the great 
difficulty of appraising properly the over-all security ncctls of the nation 
from piecemeal presentations by separate departments appearing before 
separate congressional committees at different times. It is only by com- 
bining the armed forces into a single department that the Congress can 
have the advantage of considering a single coordinated and compre- 
hensive security program. 

2. We should realize the economies that can be achieved through 
unified control of supply and service functions. 

Instances of duplication among Army and Navy activities and fa- 
cilities have been brought to the attention of the Congress on many 
occasions. The degree of unity that was accomplished during the war 
in strategic planning and in theater command is in striking contrast 
with the separatism that prevailed in the whole range of supply and 
service functions. 

It will never be possible to achieve absolute coordination of the supply 
and service functions of all services. Neither the War Department nor 
the Navy Department has been able to eliminate all duplication even 
within its own organization. But there is no question that the extent 
of waste through lack of coordination between the two Dc|)artments 
is very much greater than the waste resulting from faulty coordination 
within each. If we can attain as much coordination among all the 
services as now exists within each department, we shall realize extensive 
savings. 

Consolidation of the Departments will, for example, reduce the 
volume of supplies that need to be procured. Supply requirements, 
for example, begin with a calculation of so many items per man to 
be supplied. But to this basic Hgure must be added margins of safety, 
to account for items in storage, transportation lags, breakdowns in 
delivery, emergency demands, and so forth. In these margins, savings 
can be made through unified systems of supply. As the volume 
handled in any supply system grows, the pcrcenugc factor which 
has to be added for reserves is reduced. 

In the same way, both the Army and the Navy must add a margin 
of safety to their requirements for production plants, depots, hospitals, 
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air training iickis, anti oiiicr types of construction common to both 
services. Wijcn the retjuirements arc pooicti, the total amount of 
mari^in may i>c rctlucctl. The same is true of personnel. Each service 
must atiti a margin of safety in estimating its requirements for doctors, 
nurses, skillcti mechanics, and other types of specialists. The total 
margin is greater if the computations arc made separately. Another 
source of economy will be the pooling of facilities and personnel in 
locaiitics where at present both services have to operate, but where 
from tlic nature of the circumstances, facilities and personnel arc not 
fully used. 

(Ithrr examples of tiuplication could he cited. Business men have to 
deal with separate buyers, who may use separate specifications for 
items which could as well have the same specifications. Separate in- 
spectors are stationed in their plants. During this war, instances oc- 
curred whcie the purchase of all available quantities of certain items 
by one service resulted in acute shortages in the other service. Parallel 
tr.ansj*or!ation and storage systems required extra overhead. 

As the war progressed, it is true that increased cooperation reduced 
the extent of waste and conflict. But voluntary cooperation in such 
mailers can never be cx|Kctcd to be fully effective. A single audiority 
at the top would inevitably achieve a greater degree of economy than 
would Inr olitattied under slivided direction. 

IfV fhouU adopt the organizational structure best suited to fos- 
ttrinit rooted {nation hetween the military and the remainder of the 
Cooernment» 

Our mtht.irv {loUey and program are only a part of a total national 
program aimed at achieving our national objectives of security and 
peace. Tltis total program has many aspects, and many agencies of 
the Government must participate in its execution. 

Our military policy, for example, should be completely consistent 
with our foreign policy. It should be designed to support and reflect 
our commitments to the United Nations Organization. It should be 
adjusted according to the success or lack of success of our diplomacy. 
It shoiiltl reflect our fullest knowledge of the capabilities and inten- 
tions of other powers. Likewise, our foreign policy should take into 
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account our military capabilities and the strategic power o£ our Armed 
Forces. 

A total security program has still other major aspects. A military 
program, standing alone, is useless. It must Ik supporietl in peace- 
time by planning for industrial mobilization and for development of 
industrial and raw material resources where ilicsc arc insufficient. 
Programs of scientific research must be developed for military purposes, 
and their results woven into the defense program. The findings of 
our intelligence service must be applied to all of these. 

Formulation and execution of a comprehensive and consistent na- 
tional program embracing all these activities are extremely difficult 
tasks. They are made more difficult the greater the number of depart- 
ments and agencies whose policies and programs have to be coordinated 
at the top level of the Executive Branch. They are simplified as the 
number of tliese agencies can be reduced. 

The consolidation of the War and Navy Departments would greatly 
facilitate the ease and speed with which the Armed Forces and the 
other departments could exchange views and come to agreement on 
matters of common concern. It would minimize the extent to which 
inter-service differences have to be discussed and settled by the civilian 
leaders whose main concern should be the more fundamental Job of 
building over-all national policy. 

4. We should protnde the strongest means for eiptiian contr^ of the 
military. 

Civilian control of the military establishment— one of the most funda- 
mental of our democratic concept*— would be strengthened if the Piesi- 
dent and the Congress bad but one Cabinet member with clear and 
primary responsibility for the exercise of that control. When the mili- 
tary establishment is divided between two dvilian Secretaries, each is 
limited necessarily to a restricted view of the military establishment. 
Consequently, on many fundamental issues where the dvilian pdnt of 
view should be controlling, the Secretaries of the two Departments are 
cast in the role of partisans of their respective Services, and real dvilian 
control can be exerdsed by no one except the P^tddent or the Congress. 

During and rince the war, the need for jmnt action by the Services 
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anti for objective recommendations on military matters has led inevi- 
tably l<» increasing the authority o£ the only joint organization and the 
most nearly t»bjcclivc organization that exists— the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 
But tlic Joint Chiefs of Staff arc a strictly military body. Responsibility 
for civilian control shouUl he clearly hxcil in a single full-time civilian 
below the President. This requires a Secretary for the entire military 
establishment, aided by a strong staff of civilian assistants. 

There is no basis for the fear that such an organization would lodge 
too much power in a single individual — that tlie concentration of so 
much military fiowcr would lead to militarism* There is no basis for 
such fear as long as the traditional |x>Hcy of the United States is followed 
tliai a civilian, subject to the President, the Congress and the will of the 
|)cople. l>c placed at the head of this Department. The safety of the 
democracy of the United States lies in the solid good sense and unshak- 
able conviction of ilic American people. They need have no fear that 
their tlcmtKraiic lilserties will be imperiled so long as they continue 
fulfilling their tlutics of citizenship. 

5. We shauU organize to provide parity for air power. 

Air |H>wcr has licen dcvclojKd to a point where its responsibilities are 
equal to those of land and sea power, and its contribution to our strategic 
planning is as great. In o{Kration, air jxiwcr receives its separate assign- 
ment in the execution of an over-all plan. These facts were finally 
recognized in this war in the organizational parity which was granted 
to air {xswer within our principal unified commands. 

Parity for air power can be achieved in one department or in three, 
but not in two. As between one department and three, the former 
is infinitely 10 be preferred. The advantages of a single department arc 
indeed much clearer when the alternative is seen to be three depart- 
racnis rather than the present two. The existence of three departments 
would complicate tremendously every problem of coordination that 
now exists between the War and Navy Departments, and between the 
Services and the rest of the government. 

Tlic Cabinet is not merely a collection of executives administering 
different governmental functions. It is a body whose combined judg- 
ment the President uses to formulate the fundamental policies of the 


555 



[2x8] Dec. 19 Public Papers of the Presidents 

administration. In such a group, which is dcsignetl to ilcvclop team- 
work wisdom on all subjects that affect tlic {x)litical life of the country, 
it would be inappropriate and unbalanced to have three mcmlKrs repre- 
senting three different instruments of national defense. 

The President, as Commander-in-Chief, shouUI not personally have 
to coordinate the Army and Navy and Air Force. With all the other 
problems before him, the President cannot be expccicil to l)alancc either 
the organization, the training or the practice of the several branches 
of national defense. He should be able to rely for that c<x»rdinalion 
upon civilian hands at the Cabinet level. 

6. We should establish the most advantageous frameworf{ for a uni- 
fied system of training for combined operations of land, sea and air. 

Whatever the form which any future war may take, we kiu»w that 
the men of our separate Services will have to work together in many 
kinds of combinations for many pur|Mtsc$. I'he Pacific campaign of 
the recent war is an outstanding example of common and joint effort 
among land, sea, and air forces. Despite its successes, that campaign 
proved that there is not adequate understanding among the ofTtcers and 
men of any Service of the capabilities, the uses, the procedures, and the 
limitations of the other Services. 

This understanding is not something that can Ixe created overnight 
whenever a combined operation is planned and a task force organized. 
The way men act in combat is determined by the sum total of all their 
previous training, indoctrination, and experience. 

What we seek is a structure which can best produce an integratetl 
training program, carry on merged training activities where that is ap- 
propriate, and permit ofBcers to be assigned in such a way that an in- 
dividual officer will learn first-hand of other Services besides the one 
In which he has specialized. The organizational framework most 
conducive to this kind of unified training and doctrine is a unified 
department. 

7. We shotdd allocate systematseally our limited resources for scientific 
research. 

No aspect of military preparedness is more important than scientific 
research. Given the limited amount of scientific talent that will be 

556 



Harry S. Truman, 1^4$ Dec. 19 [218] 

available ft»r iiiilirary puri^xscs, we must systematically apply that talent 
to research in the must promising lines and on the weapons with the 
greatest txjienliality, regardless of the Service in which these weapons 
will he used. We cannot afford to waste any of our scientific resources 
in diiphcalitm of clforl, 

'rhis nines not mean that all Army and Navy laboratories would 
he immrdiaitdy or even ultimately consolidated. The objective should 
l>e to preserve initiative and enterprise while eliminating duplication 
and misdireclrtl elhirt. This can be accomplished only, if we have an 
orgatti/aiional structure which will permit fixing responsibility at the 
lop hir itxtrtlinatian among the Services. 

8. HV shmtlti have unity of command in outlying bases. 

All militarv atnhoriiy at each of our outlying bases should be placed 
under a single commander who will have clear responsibility for se- 
curity* who can Ik? Ircltl clearly accountable, and whose orders come 
front a 'ingle attihority in Washington. Reconnaissance planes, radar 
sets, and inirlUgencc and countcr-intclIigcncc measures at a United 
States out{>c»t are not intended to serve separate Services for different 
purfjoscs. Unification of the Services offers a far greater guarantee of 
continued unity in the field than tiocs our present organization. 

9. HV should have consistent and equitable personnel policies. 

'Hicre h.ive been differences in personnel policies between the Army 

and the N.avy during the war. TTtcy began with competitive recruit- 
ment for certain types of persons, and continued in almost every phase 
of personnel atlmtnistracion. In rates of promotion, in ways of selecting 
oHiccrs. in the utilization of reserve officers, in awards and decorations, 
in allowances anti in point systems for discharge, the two Services have 
follow'ctl tlifTercni policies. 

This inconsistency is highly undesirable. It will be reduced to a 
minimum under a unified organization. 


Any hill which is enacted to carry out these recommendations can- 
not provitle immediately the ultimate organization plan to accomplish 
unification. It can only prescribe the general organization of the 
authorities at the top levels of the unified ttepartment. 
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I rccommcna that the rcorganixation of tlic aniK’d services be along 
the following broad lines: 

(1) There should be a single Department of National Defense. 
This Department should be cliargcd with the full responsibility for 
armed national security. It should consist of the arnicil and civilian 
forces that arc now included within the War and Navy Departments, 

(2) The head of this Department should be a civilian, a member 
of the President’s cabinet, to be designated as the Secretary of National 
Defense, Under him there should be a civilian Under ^cretary and 
several civilian Assistant Secretaries. 

(3) There should be three coordinated branches of the Department 
of National Defense: one for the laml forces, one for the naval forces, 
and one for the air forces, each under an Assistant Secretary, l‘hc 
Navy should, of course, retain its own carrier, ship, ami water-based 
aviation, which has proved so necessary for cfificieni fleet operation. 
And, of course, the Marine Corps shoultl be continued as an integral 
part of the Navy. 

(4) The Under Secretary and the remaining Assistant Secretaries 
should be available for assignment to whatever duties the President and 
the Secretary may determine from lime to time. 

(5) The President and the Secretary should be provided with ample 
authority to establish central coordinating .and service organizations, 
both military and civilian, where these arc found to lae necessary. Some 
of these might be placed under Assistant Secretaries, some might be 
organized as central service organizations, and some might l>e organ- 
ized in a top military staff to integrate the military leadership of the 
department. I do not believe that we can specify at this time the c.xact 
nature of these organizations. They must be developed over a pcriotl 
of time by the President and the Secretary as a normal part of their 
executive responsibilities. Suflicienc strength in these department-wide 
elements of the department, as opposed to the separate Service elements, 
will insure that real unifleatton is ultimately obtained. The Pres- 
ident and the Secretary should not be limit^ in their authority to 
establish department-wide coordinating and service organizations. 

(6) There should be a Chief of Staff of the Department of National 
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Defense, 'i'hcrc shouUi also be a commander for each of the three 
component brandies— Army, Navy, and Air. 

(7) i lie Chief of Stall ami the commanders of the three coordinate 
branches of the Department should together constitute an advisory 
iKxiy to the Secretary of National Defense and to the President. There 
slionkl be nothing to prevent the President, the Secretary, and otlicr 
civilian authorities from communicating with the commanders of any 
of the components of the Department on such vital matters as basic 
military strategy and fwlicy and the division of the budget. Further- 
iimre, the key stall {msittons in the Department should be filled with 
officers tlrawii from all the services, so that the thinking of the Depart- 
ment would not Ik tiominated by any one or two of the services. 

As an additional precaution, it would be wise if the post of Chief 
of Stall were roiaietl among the several services, whenever practicable 
and advisable, at least tiuring the period of evolution of the new uni- 
fieil Drparlnicm, The tenure of the individual officer designated to 
serve as Cdiirf of Stall shouUI be relatively short — two or three years — 
and shonlii not, except in time of a war emergency declared by tlie 
Congrevs, Ik exicmlcil iKyond that period. 

Unification of the services must be looked upon as a long-term job. 
We all rccogni/.c that there will be many complications and difficul- 
ties. Ucgislation of the character outlined will provide us with the 
dlrjecttvc, and wiiit the initial means whereby forward-looking leader- 
ship in the Department, both military and civilian, can bring real unifi- 
cation into iKiiig. Unification is much more than a matter of organiza- 
tion, It will require new viewpoints, new doctrine, and new habits 
of thinking througliout the departmental structure. But in the com- 
par.iiive leisure of peacetime, and utilizing the skill and experience of 
our stall ami field commanders who brought us victory, we should 
start at once to achics'c the most efficient instrument of national safety. 

Once a unified department has been established, other steps neces- 
sary to the formulation of a comprehensive national security program 
can Ik taken with greater case. Much more than a beginning has al- 
ready iKcn made in achieving consistent political and military policy 
through the establishment of the Statc-War-Navy Coordinating Com- 
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mittec. With respect to military research, I Itavc in a previous mes- 
sage to the Congress proposed the estahiislimcnt of a federal research 
agency, among whose responsibilities should be the pronuuion ami to- 
ordination of fundamental research pertaining to the defense ami 
security of the Nation. The tlevclopment of a ccxjrdinatcil, govern- 
ment-wide intelligence system is in process. As the .nlvisability of 
additional action to insure a broad am! coortiinalcd program of na- 
tional security becomes clear, I sliall make appropriate recommenda- 
tions or take the necessary action to tliat cntl. 

The American people have all l>ccn enlightened and gratifieil by 
the free discussion which has taken place within the Services ami before 
the committees of the Senate and the House of Rcprcsent.it ives. 'Hie 
Congress, the people, and the President have Itcnefitctl from a clari- 
fication of the issues that couUl have been providctl in no otlirr way. 
But however strong the opposition that has Iwcn cxpresseil by some of 
our outstanding senior officers ami civili,ans, I can assure the Congress 
that once unification has been tletcrminet! upon as die |>tjlicy of this 
nation, there is no officer or civilian in any Service who will nut con- 
tribute his utmost to make the unification a success. 

I make these recommendations in the full rcaliyaition that we are 
undertaking a task of greatest difficulty. Rut I am certain that when 
the task is accomplished, we shall have a military establishment far 
better adapted to carrying out its share of our national program for 
achieving peace and security. 

Harry S. Truman 


note: On July 26, 1947, the President 
approved the National Security Act of 
1947 (Public Law 253, Both Cong., 61 
Stat. 495) which provided for a ^cre- 


tary of Defense and (or a Nathma! 
Military Establishment comprising I'>e- 
partments of the Army, the Navy, and 
the Air I'orcc, and related staff agencies. 
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2 M) SjHViai Message to the Senate Transmitting Nominations 
of Uniteti States Representatives to the United Nations. 
Dctcmhvr 19, 1945 

T » the Srnate of the Ihiited States: 

In conformity with the provisions of S. 1580 , 1 am sending to the Sen- 
ate hrrcwiili for its advice and consent nominations of the American 
represent .It ives and alternate representatives for the first part of the 
first meeting of the (»eneral Assembly of the United Nations which is to 
convene in Loiulon early in January. I am also sending to the Senate 
herewitli the tuimtnation of the American representative to the Se- 
curity tannu il which will also meet in London sometime in January as 
stxnt as th.tt Nnly has been established through the election of its non- 
permanent mcml>crs by ilic Genera! Assembly. 

.Section j(il) of the {Hriuling hill wisely provitles that the President, 
or the Secretary of Slate at the direction of the President, may represent 
the Ihiitcd States at any meeting of the United Nations regardless of 
tliosc provisiotts wdiich c.dl for the apjxjimmcnt of representatives by 
and with the advice and c»n»sent of the Senate. At my request the Secre- 
tary of State will, for at least a portion of the session, attend the initial 
session <»f the General Assembly. For that reason I am sending to the 
Senate the nominations of only four representatives to the General 
Assembly. ‘Phe Secretary of State will, during the period he is present, 
act ai the senior representative of the United States to the General As- 
sembly. 'Phe nominations of the Alternates will insure that there will 
at all times Ik five representatives of the United States qualified under 
the provisions of S. 

Uarrv S. Truman 


KoT»; The Pretidcni iran«mitied with 
the mru4);r the following nominations: 

U.S. RfpftiMrniaiive to the United 
Naikms with the rank and siaitia of 
Amlmsador Eauoordinary and Ptrni* 
poirniury. and U.S, Repreientative to 
the Seeuriiy Counetl; Edward R. Stet* 
tinius, )r. 


U.S. Representatives to the first part 
of the First Session of the U.N. Gen- 
eral Assembly to be held in London, 
fanuary 1946: Edward R. Stettinius, Jr.; 
Tom Conrtaily, US. Senator from 
Texas; Arthur H. Vandenberg, U.S. 
Senator from Michigan; and Mrs. Anna 
Eleanor RootevelL 
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Alternate U.S. Representatives to the Charles A. Eaton, U.S. Rc|ir<scnt.utve 
first part o£ the First Session of the from New Jersey; I-rank C. Walker; 
U.N. General Assembly: Sol Bloom, John Foster Dulles; ami John G. Town- 
U.S. Representative from New York; send, Jr. 


220 Statement by the President Upon Signing the 

Reorganization Act o£ 1945. December 20, 1945 

I AM PLEASED today to sign the Reorganization Act of 1945, for 
I believe tliat in this Act the Congress has cstablislictl a procctiurc 
which should lead to substantia! improvements in the organization ami 
management of the Government. 

Under the authority of the Act, I sha!i undertake a systematic review 
of the Government agencies witli a view to regrouping their functions 
in the most efficient and economical manner ant! abolishing such 
functions or agencies as may not be necessary. 

The Director of the Bureau of the Budget has been instructed to 
obtain the recommendations of all departments and establishments 
covered by the Act and to take the lent! in preparing the necessary 
reorganization plans for my consideration. He will work with the 
Director of War Mobilization and Reconversion insofar as the reorgan- 
ization proposals relate to the reconversion of the war agencies. 

While I anticipate that this Act will result in some reduction of 
administrative expenditures in the agencies affected by reorganization 
plans, I do not consider it probable that we will generally save as much 
as 25 percent, as suggested in the Act. I wish to point out, also, that 
administrative expenditures arc only a small proportion of the cost of 
Government, Substantial savings in Government expenditures can 
come only from reductions in the Governmental programs themselves, 
and these are made as a rule through the norma! budgetary and appro- 
priations processes, not through reorganization action. 

The results of reorganization will be evident primarily in the in- 
creased effectiveness of Government operations. Regrouping and con- 
solidation to bring together those agencies having related purposes 
will lead to a greater consistency in the policies of the agencies and 
better coordination of their programs in operation. This should mean 
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also a Mmpicr and dearer relation between the agencies o£ the Gov- 
crnnicm and the public. Through these means, the Act will enable us 
better to ailapt the Government for carrying out its responsibility of 
serving the people. 

NOT«: ‘Ihc Kct>rKanixaiian Act of 1945 is Public Law 363. 79th Congress (59 Stat. 
613). 

221 Tile President’s News Conference of 
December 20, 1945 

rum pRKsmtNT. (i.] I want to make a statement in connection with 
the factfinding boards, and this will be available in mimeographed 
form when you go out. 

[Reatimg] **ln appmntsng a factfinding board in an industrial dis> 
pule where one di the questions at issue b wages, it is essential to a 
fulfillment of its duty that the board have the authority, whenever it 
deems it necessary, to examuie the books of the employer. That au- 
thority is essential to enable the board to determine the ability of the 
employer to pay an increase in wages where such ability is in question. 
Abiltcy to pay is always one of the facts relevant to the issue of an in- 
crease in wages. 

**Thts docs not mean that the Government or its factfinding board 
is going to endeavor to fix a rate of return for the employer. It does 
mean, however, that fince wages are paid out ol earnings, the question 
of earnings is relevant. 

*The detailed informatsoii, obtained from the books of an employer 
should not be made public. Such a disclosure would place the employer 
at a disadvantage vdth lespect to his competitors. But the factfinding 
board should unquestkisiably have the right to exam i ne the employe’s 
boohs where it deems it necessary in order to make up its own mind 
as to whedier a *^********^ lor an increase is jumfied, and to make public 
all fin d l ngf based on such informatioii, that it deems relevant to the 
controversy. 

*nrhat is one of the ddngs 1 meant when I stated In my message of 
December 3, tpis, » Oongren^ ond I quotes 



[221 ] Dec. 20 l^ublic Papers of the Presidents 

“‘The Board should be . . . directed tu make a ihnrtniKh luvcMiga- 
tion of all the facts which it deems relevant in the cuturover^y.* 

“This is nothing new. There are many instances where the Uniks 
of corporations arc opened for ins|>ection to representatives of tlie State 
and Federal Governments and where the informaiitm m obtained is 
used solely by such officials to carry out their functions. 

“To confer the right to examine liooks is one of the main purjxises of 
granting subiKtena power to tlic factfimling Ixiarsls, I trust that the 
Congress, which is the only hotly authorizcil to gram such jHjwer, will 
do so quickly. 

“In view of the public intcrc.st involvctl, it wcniUI l>e higlily unfor- 
tunate if any party to a dispute should refuse to cotifseratc with a fact- 
finding Ixiard.” 

[2.] Now, I am going to have for release for you the letter which 
I sent totiay — identical letters to Senator Wagner and Rcprcseniatitc 
Carter Manasco, in regard to the full employment hill, which is in 
conference^ — those two gentlemen arc the Chairmen of the I louse ami 
Senate conferees — calling attention to the fact that the Senate bill 
more nearly complies with the mcs.sagc which was sent to the tamgress, 
and expressing the ho|>e tliat the Senate hill will be ailoptctl by the 
conferees. The release will speak for itself.* 

I also want to say while— in that same connection, that I am highly 
appreciative of the sincere efforts that a large numlxrr of Congress- 
men and Senators put forth in an endeavor to get a full employment 
bill on the books. 

Now then, I am ready for questions. 

[3.] Q. Mr. President, oftentimes when you talk aliout opening up 
the books of employers, there is a counterproposal made that the unions* 
books should be opened up. Is there anything you could tell us as to 
your views on that? 

THE pREsroENT. I think that power applies to everything that is rele- 
vant with regard to wages and prices. 

[4.] Q, Mr. President, when would you send the message to Con- 
gress on the British loan ? 

* S«* Item 322. 
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Till-; 1*111 sn« NT. As soon as the State Department has the thing in 
shape rci sciu! down. I loU! the people who arc interested in that, that 
the iness.tKe would not go down until after the holidays. 

{ 5- 1 O- Mr. President, some people in the Navy seem to think that 
part of tile muftcation message was intended to muzzle naval officers, 
and to stop further iliscussion by them of the whole question of unifi- 
cation. W.*\ that your intention ? 

iitr; 1*10 sini NT. No such intention in view. There has never been 
any .attempt to muzzle anybexly. I want cvcrylxidy to express his hon- 
est opinitm on the sulijccf, ami I want to get the best results that are 
|xissiblc. In orilcr to <!o that, I want the opinions of cvcrylxxJy. And 
nttlHHly has liccn muzzled. 

It will Ik* fiecess.iry now, though, for all people who arc in the serv- 
ices, to make a statement that they arc expressing their personal views 
and not the views of the administration. 

I h.tvc cxpresscti those views myself. 

|fi. 1 Q. Mr. President, have you decided what action you arc going 
to ti.ive on itic congressional hill returning the employment services 

to the Si.iir 5 ? 

TiiR puRsiorNT. I haven’t seen that bill as yet. I will very forcibly 
express my opinion whenever I have seen the bill and had a chance to 
read it. 

f 7 . 1 O' Mr, President, a braidcastcr out of Japan today made the 
assertion that General MacArihur has threatened to resign-— is upset 
alxrui the possibiUiy that Russia might have a part in the occupation 
of Japan. Could you say anytliing to bring that back into proper 
perspective ? 

TMt paMiotNT, 1 know nothing about it. 

Q. About such a sutement? 

TME wtesfora^*. About any such statement, and I don’t think General 
MacArthur has made any such statement. I know he has made no such 
statement to either me or the Secretary of War, 

( 8. J Q, Mr. President, speaking of resignations, do you expect Secre- 
tary Forrcsial to resign? 

THE p«isi]MU4T. Well, Secretary Forrcstal has been trying to resign 
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ever since I liavc been here, but I hope lie won’t resign at a very c.irly 
date. 

[9.] Q. Mr. President, do you care to say what you tliwus^cl^ with 
Mr. Pclicy and Mr. Fort oC the Railroad Association ? 

THE PRESI0ENT. They were discussing the Bulwinklcbilt. 

[10.] Q, Mr. President, there is a report from Lontlon that the 
British Navy rather than the American Navy broke the Jafiancsc rmic, 
and the Navy says that anything on that report would h.ivc to come 
from the White House rather than from the Navy Department. Do 
you have any comment ? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t know anything about it. 

[ii.] Q. Mr. President, have you yet evolved any plan of civil ail- 
ministration of the American Zone in Germany ? 

THE PRESIDENT. It Is undcr discussion. No plan has Ixrcn evolved as 
yet. 

Q. No date set as yet? 

THE PRESIDENT. No date sct. We hope it will be before the 3oih of 
June, however. 

[12.] Q. Mr. President, are we to take your further statement aliout 
labor unions at the beginning, that you wouId*—you think lal»r unions 
should open their books 

THE PRESIDENT. Why Certainly— why certainly. It will lie a fact- 
finding board to arrive at its opinion for anything that they deem rele- 
vant in the controversy. 

[ * 3 *] Q* President, would you care to comment on the progress 
of the Moscow conference of foreign ministers ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thcrc IS HO commcnt. 

[14.] Q, Mr. President, in your reference to the rights of subpoena, 
on what would that authority or that right be baseti ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Well, oo the right to get the information that is 
necessary to settle the controversy. Congress can delegate that power 
to anybody. 

Q. Union books, Mr. President? 

THE PRESIDENT. Anything. 

Q. There has been talk that the opcrators---manufacturcft~€»cn- 
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rr.a Mufmv uii^ht w.ilk «ut of the factfinding board, if the pressure 
M cre |»tu on tor ii\ injoks at that time, and we couldn’t expect anything 
furihrr iintd %(<itgrc*iMonal action? 

iiti I'Hi v|tii SI. Well, ! Iic>|k: they won't take that attitude, because 
tli.it won't rcllcct to their credit. 

I ts*l Mr. I*rc!sident, has Dr. Tugwcll asked to be relieved as 
(Jtnernor of ruerio Kico? 

Titr. fitt vtntsr. One of the first things I received was the resignation 
of I>r, rugurll. I .liked him to slay. 

Q, Did lir renew his request to resign when he was in here ? 

Tilt in» ot*» NT. Yes. he did. 

Q. And you asknl him to slay ? 

Tin fuf Mtit NT. Yes, 1 still want him to stay. 

Q. Mr. Prcsulcni,— - 

Ti IT iTf smi srr. I-ct me answer this lady's question. 

( 16,) Q. Going back to the full employment bill, w’oiild you want 
the I louse machinery as established in the Hou»: bill merged with the 
Senate hill at all ? 

Tin |•aral|>^^r^. t think the Scn.iic version is the l:»cst version of the 
full employment bill. ‘T1»at is what ! wanted to get over. 

[17.) Q. Mr. President, Mr. Tugwcll is going to stay ? 

Tiir. i*»r smr..vr. For a while, yes. 

Q. I low long is **a while," Mr. President ? 

Tiir HU sit»r VT. Well, I can't slate that, I don't know. 

1 18 . 1 Q. Mr. President, if— I may have misunderstood the gentle- 
man. but is there any relation between wages and the books of a union, 
which arc merely books of dues collected anil expenses— 

Tiir. Musmf NT. Not that I know of. And if they were relevant to 
investigating, the subpoena power would be there. 

fly.) O* M*’- Prcddcni, would you care to say anything on the 
policy of this Government towards Spain and the Franco government? 

Tf#R mfMmsf, h has been expressed at Potsdam. If you will read 
the Potsdam Declaration, you will find it. 

(20.1 Q. Mr, President, can you say anything about your discussion 

with General Gregory this morning? 
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THE PRESIDENT. No. No commciu Oil that. 

[21.] Q. Mr. Prcsitlcnt, may I ask a question? Do you eonsutcr 
that this present factfinding lioard in the (Jcncral Mottirs ease has au- 
thority to — they don’t have any legislative authority ? 

THE PRESIDENT. Thc Only authority they have is under the War Powers 
Act. We have got all the jiowcr existing under thc War Powers Act. 

Q. Mr. President, a s{)okesman for General Motors said |iosiiivcly 
today that he would retire thc corporaiion—ific corjwaiion would 
leave the factfinding board. What is the next step under those cir- 
cumstances? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am vcry sorry to he.ir that, I ha|JC lie will recon- 
sider that and not do it. 

[22.] Q, Mr. President, do you have any intcniions. or any plans, 
of going to London at any time during thc Unitcil Nations Assembly 
meeting? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

[25.1 Q. Mr. President, under thc Powers Act--undcr the War 
Powers Act, does thc panel have power to subpoena books or would 
that be purely voluntary? 

THE PRESIDENT. That wouid bc purely voluntary, 'rhey have not 
got the power, and nobody can give that power but thc Congress. 

[^•1 Q* Another point, going back to thc full employment bill. 
Would you consider thc House version of thc full employment bill 
acceptable? 

THE PRESIDENT. I WOUld nOt. 

Q. Well, thank you, Mr, President, and a Merry Christmas! 

THE PRESIDENT. Thank you. 

Voices: Merry Cluristmas! 

THE PRESIDENT. Mcfry Chiistmas to all of you. I hope you have a 
grand Christmas, all of you. 

HOT*: President Truman’s fortieth news White House at 4 pan. on Thursday, 
conference was held in his office at the December ao. 1945. 
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222 Ix'ttcr to Senator Wagner and Representative Manasco 
Concerning tiie Full Employment Bill. 

Dccvmhtr 20, 1945 
Dear — 

I IhiU hmployment Bill adopted by the Senate modified the 
language of the original bill but did not remove its essential provisions. 

On December 14, 0)45^ however, the House sent to conference a 
wholly new measure lacking the cs.scntial features of the Full Employ- 
ment Bill as passctl by the Senate. Many of the Representatives who 
voted for the I louse bill tlitl so, I believe, in the belief that the conferees 
would have an opportunity to restore the essentials of the Senate bill. 

lit my opinion no bill which provides substantially less than the Sen- 
ate version can cfTicicnily accomplish the purposes intended. I urge 
the conferees to support the essential characteristics of the Full Em- 
ployment Bill ns contained in the legislation adopted by the Senate by 
a vole of yr to 10. 

'Hic essential characteristics of effective legislation to establish a na- 
tional jKjlicy in respect to employment opportunity, as I see them, were 
dcscribctl in my message to the Congress on September 6, as follows: 

national reassertion of the right to work for every American 
ciliy.cn able and willing to work — a declaration of the ultimate duty of 
Government to use its own resources if all other methods should fail to 
prevent prolongctl unemployment — these will help to avert fear and 
establish full employment. The prompt and firm acceptance of this 
licdrock public responsibility will reduce the need for its exercise. 

‘*I .ask that full employment legislation to provide these vital assur- 
ances be s}Mredily enacted . . 

! ho{K^ that the Congress will adopt a bill substantially in the form 
passed by the Senate. 

Very sincerely, 

Hajiry S, Truman 

KoTt: Thlsitlhetewof Ulenilcalleuers Wagner and Representative Manasco 
addrrtird to the Honorable RcAeit F. were the chairmen of the conferees of 
WaRnrr, the United Slate* Senate, and the Senate and of the House of Repre- 
10 the I ftmorablc Carter Nfanasco, the tentatives, respectively, on the full em- 
{ ]ou«e of Representatives. Senator ployment bill. 
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223 X-etter to Dr. Isaiah Bowman on Federal Assistance ftir 
Scientific Research. December 20, 1945 

[ Released December 20, 1945. Dated Dccemlwr 14, 194'? j 
My dear Doctor Bowman: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter dated November 24, 1945, 
on behalf of the newly organized Committee supporting the Bush 
report, regarding the science legislation now pending iKforc the 
Congress. 

I am keenly interested in the development of research and of ap 
propriatc Federal assistance therefor. Brilliant results have been 
achieved by the scientists during tlic war. The people deserve these 
results in peace as well. 

My views on the soundest form of Federal assistance have been 
stated both in my Message to Congress on Septcml>cr <1, i9.|5» anti 
in the statements made by tlic Director of War Mobilization aiul Re- 
conversion and the Director of the Budget. 

These views were expressed after the fullest consideration tif the 
best interests of all concerned, after consultation with scientists, with 
public administrators and with students of Government, after con- 
sidering the Bush report and the committee rcjiorts on which it was 
based, and after weighing the views expressed in your letter which had 
previously been called to my attention. 

I appreciate the interest taken in this subject by mcmljcrs of your 
Committee, and feel sure that their basic objective.^ of freedom of 
research, and non-partisan administration of a progmm of aid to sci- 
entific research and education, will be attained umicr such an organi- 
zation as I have recommended. 

I am confident that I can count on them to support scientific re- 
search with the same zeal that has made our scientists so eminent. 

Very sincerely, 

Hasjiv S. Truman 

[Dr. Isaiah Bowman, President, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Maryland] 
note: The Bush report, entitled “Sci- ment Printing OfHce, 1945), was pre- 
ence, the Endless Frontier” (Govern- pared at the request of President Roose* 
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veil anJ WAS »ui)iuUiei} to I’mulent in tyCo hy the National Science Foun- 
'IVuman by Ur. \'4n«c\af Hush, Di- Uation as pan of ihe observance of the 
rrcior, tJtftv’c of St-iruiitk Krsrarch ami Fouiuiation’s loih anniversary. 
Ucvclopittrni. 'Ibc rrjHiri was reissued 


224 I-cllcr tt» the Adininisirntor, Federal Works Agency, 
Asking i linr To i lcad a Conference on Traffic Safety. 
Decern i»cr 21 , 1045 

t Ecleased fJc^citdier 31, 1045, Dated Dccemlser 18, 1045 | 

Df<rr General: 

J am deeply coiKcrncd by the e.Hlciit of traffic accidents on the Na- 
tion's streets anti htginvays which have increased alarmingly since the 
eml of g.isolinc r.tti(inifig. The loss of life, the Ixodily injuries, and the 
destruction of profierty resulting from these accidents arc a drain upon 
the nation's resources which wc cannot possibly allow to continue. 

It is my intention to call into conference at the White House next 
spring representatives of the States and municipalities who have legal 
responsibility in matters of highway traffic, together with representa- 
tives of the sevcr.ii national organisations which have a primary interest 
in traffic safely. I hope that additional means may be devised by such 
a conference to make our streets and highways safer for motorists and 
for the public lieforc the beginning of the automobile touring season of 
1946. 

The Federal Works Agency, through its Public Roads Administra- 
tion. is the organization that is concerned with matters relating to high- 
way consiruetton and transport. 

Tlicrefore, 1 should like to have you, as Administrator of the Federal 
Works Agency, head up the conference. I suggest, as a necessary pre- 
liminary step, iliai you call into consultation in the near future appro- 
priate representatives of the interests involved in order to lay the ground- 
work and prepare the agenda for the conference. 

Very sincerely, 

Haiwy S. Truman 

lM«ior Cenersl Philip R Fleming, Administrator, Federal Works Agency} 
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note: The White House release of the in Scptcinlicr, and iit <5c- 

President’s letter stated that information tol>er. These figures reprcsemcil in- 

supplied to the President showed that creases of 40, 4ti» an«l <50 fH-rcent, re- 

traffic fatalities in the United States sjiectively, over corrcsiHuuiing mtmths 
totaled 3,510 during August (the month in 1944. 
in which gasoline rationing ended). 


225 Statement and Directive by the President on Immigration 
to the United States o£ Certain Displaced Person.^ and 
Refugees in Europe. December 22, 1945 

THE WAR has brought in its wake an appalling dislocation of i^pu- 
lations in Europe. Many humanitarian organisations, indutling the 
United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, arc doing 
their utmost to solve the multitude of problems arising in coi meet ion 
with this dislocation of hundreds of thousands of persons. Every c 0 ort 
is being made to return the displaced persons and refugees in tine various 
countries of Europe to their former homes. The great difficulty is that 
so many of these persons have no homes to which they may return. 
The immensity of the problem of displaced persons and refugees is 
almost beyond comprehension. 

A number of countries in Europe, including Switzerland, Sweden, 
France, and England, arc working toward its solution. The United 
States shares the responsibility to relieve the suffering. To the extent 
that our present immigration laws permit, everything possible should 
be done at once to facilitate the entrance of some of these displaced 
persons and refugees into the United States. 

In this way we may do something to relieve human misery, and set an 
example to the other countries of the world which arc able to receive 
some of these war sufferers. I feel that it is essential dhat we do this 
ourselves to show our good faith in requesting other nations to open 
their doors for this purpose. 

Most of these persons arc natives of Central and lEastern Europe and 
the Balkans. The immigration quotas for all these countries for one 
year total approximately 39,000, two-thirds of which are allotted to 
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<»rrin;»ity. I’juirr tUv !a\v, in any single month the number of visas 
isMitai t.innoi exical ten per cent of the annual quota. This means 
th.it from now on only alnnii 3(;oo visas can be issued each month to 
jH-rstins who .ire n.uivcsof these countries. 

Very few |>crs»ns from Europe have migrated to the United States 
during the w.ir years. In the fiscal year 1942, only ten per cent of the 
iinntigr.it ion quot.is w.is used; in 1943, five per cent; in 1944, six per 
cciti; anti in itjq*;. seven per cent. As of Novcmlicr 30, 1945, the enti 
of the fifilt month of the present fiscal year, only about ten per cent of 
the quotas for the European countries has been used. These unused 
quotas however tlo lUJt accumulate through the years, and I do not 
intemi to ask the Otngrcss to change this rule. 

'I he factttr* chiefly responsible for these low immigration figures 
were restraints itn|toscd by the enemy, transportation difficulties, and 
tile absence of consular facilities. Most of those Europeans who have 
been aihtttttcil to the United States during the last five years were 
persons who left Eurojie prior to the war, and thereafter entered here 
from non European countries. 

I constiicr that common decency and the fundamental comradeship 
of all human beings rcc]uire us to do what lies wttlisn our power to see 
that cKir estaidtshed immigratton quotas are used in order to reduce 
human suffering. 1 am taking the necessary steps to see that this is 
done as quickly as {possible. 

Of the displaced persons and refugees whose entrance into the 
United Smics w‘c will permit under this plan, it is hoped that the 
ma}ortty will be orphan^ children. The provisions of law prohibiting 
the entry of persons likely to become public charges will be strictly 
observed. Responsible welfare organizations now at work in this field 
will guarantee that these children will not become public charges. 
Similar guarantees have or will be made on behalf of adult persons. 
The record of these welfare organizations throughout the past years 
has been czcellcni, and I am informed that no persons admitted under 
their sponsorship have ever become charges on their communities. 
Moreover, many of the immigrants will have close family ties in the 
Untied States and will receive the assistance of their relatives until they 
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are in a position to provide for themselves. 

These relatives or organizations will also advance the necessary visa 
fees and travel fare. Where the necessary funds for travel fare and visa 
fees have not been advanced by a welfare organization or relative, the 
individual applicant must meet these costs. In this way tine transpor- 
tation of these immigrants across the Atlantic will not cost the Ameri- 
can taxpayers a single dollar. 

In order to enter the United States it is necessary to obtain a visa 
from a consular officer of the Department of State, As everyone 
knows, a great many of our consular establishments all over the work! 
were disrupted and their operations suspended when the war came. 
It is physically impossible to reopen and to rcstafl all of them overnight. 
Consequently it is necessary to choose the area in which to concentrate 
our immediate efforts. This is a painful necessity because it requires 
us to make an almost impossible choice among degrees of misery. But 
if we refrain from making a choice because it will necessarily lx arbi- 
trary, no choice will ever be made and we sisall end by helping no one. 

The decision has been made, therefore, to concentrate our immediate 
efforts in the American zones of occupation in Euroj>c. This is not 
intended however entirely to exclude issuance of visas in otlter parts 
of the world. 

In our zones in Europe there arc citizens of every major European 
country. Visas issued to displaced persons and refugees will be charged, 
according to law, to the countries of their origin. They will be dis- 
tributed fairly among persons of all faiths, creeds and nationality. 

It is intended that, as soon as practicable, regular consular facilities 
will be reestablished in every part of the world, and the usual, orderly 
methods of registering and reviewing visa applications will be resumed. 
The pressing need, however, is to act now in a way that will produce 
immediate and tangible results. I hope that by early spring adequate 
consular facilities will be in operation in our zones in Europe, so that 
immigration can begin immediately upon the availability of ships. 

I am informed that there are various measures now pending before 
the Congress which would cither prohibit or severely reduce further 
immigration. I hope that such legislation will not be passed. This 
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perioil of unspcnkabic httman iliNircss is not the time for us to close or 
to narrow our gates. I wish tt» cinphasize, however, ih.it any effort 
to bring relief to these tlisplacc»i jxTs<ins and refugees must and will 
be strictly within the limits of the present quotas as imtiosed by law. 

There is one particular matter involving a relatively small number of 
aliens. President Roosevelt, in an endeavor to assist in handling dis> 
placed persons and refugees during the war and upon the recommenda- 
tion of the War Refugee Roaril, directed that a group of about 1000 
displaced persons lie removcti friiin refugee camps in Italy and settled 
temporarily in a War Relocation Camp near Oswego, New York. 
Shortly thereafter, President Rotncvdi informed the Congress that these 
persons would be returned to their homelands after the war. 

Upon the basis of a careful survey by the Department of State and 
the Immigration and Natural t7.at ton Service, it has been determined 
that if these persons were now apjdying for admission to the United 
States most of them would lie adiutssible under the immigration laws. 
In the circumstances, it would inhumane and wasteful to require 
these people to go all the way back to Europe merely for the purpose of 
applying there for immigration visas and returning to the United States, 
h^ny of them have close relatives, including sons and daughters, who 
are citizens of the United States and who have served and are serving 
honorably in the armed forces of our country. 1 am therefore directing 
the Secretary of State and the Attorney General to adfust the Immigra- 
tion status of the members of this group who may wish to remain here, 
in strict accordance with existing laws and regulations. 

The number of persons at the Oswego camp is, however, compara- 
tively smalt. Our ma)or task is to facilitate the entry into the United 
States of displaced persons ami refugees still in Europe. To meet this 
larger problem, 1 am directing the Secretary of States the Attorney Gen- 
eral, the Secretary of War, the War Shipping Admintstranu' and the 
Surgeon General of the Public Health Service to proceed at once to take 
all appropriate steps to expedite the quota sminignition of displaced 
persons and refugees hrom Europe to the United States. Representa- 
tives of these olSciali will depart for Europe very soon to prepare de- 
tailed plans lor the prampe execution of thisprolect. 
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The attached directive has been issued by me to the responsible gov- 
ernment agencies to carry out this policy. I wish to emphasize, above 
all, that nothing in this directive will deprive a single American soldier 
or his wife or children of a berth on a vessel homeward bon ml, or delay 
their return. 

This is the opportunity for America to set an example for the rest of 
the world in cooperation towards alleviating human misery. 


nnuEcnvE by the president on immigration 

TO THE UNITED STATES OP CERTAIN DISPLACED PERSONS AND REFUGEES IN 

EUROPE 

Memorandum to: Secretary of State, Secretary of War, Attorney Gen- 
ercd. War Shipping Administrator, Surgeon General of the Public 
Hecdth Service, Director General of UNRRA: 

The grave dislocation of populations in Europe resulting from the 
war has produced human suffering that the people of the United 
States cannot and will not ignore. This Government should take every 
possible measure to facilitate full immigration to the United States 
under existing quota laws. 

The war has most seriously disrupted our normal facilities for han- 
dling immigration matters in many parts of the world. At the same 
time, the demands upon those facilities have increased many-fold. It 
is, therefore, necessary that immigration under the quotas l>c resumed 
initially in the areas of greatest need. I, therefore, direct the Secretary 
of State, the Secretary of War, the Attorney General, the Surgeon Gen- 
eral of the Public ^Health Service, the War Shipping Administrator, 
and other appropriate ofiScials to take the following action: 

The Secretary of State is directed to establish with the utmost despatch 
consular facilities at or near displaced person and refugee assembly 
center areas in the American zones of occupation. It shall be the re- 
sponsibility of these consular officers, in conjunction with the Immi- 
grant Inspectors, to determine as quickly as possible the eligibility of 
the applicants for visas and admission to the United States. For this 
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purpose the Secretary will, i£ necessary, divert the personnel and funds 
of his Department from other functions in order to insure the most 
expeditious handling of this operation. In cooperation with the At- 
torney General, he shall appoint as temporary vice-consuls, author- 
ized to issue visas, such officers of tlie Immigration and Naturalization 
Service as can be made available for this program. Within the limits of 
administrative discretion, the officers of the Department of State as- 
signed to tliis program shall make every effort to simplify and to hasten 
the process of issuing visas. If necessary, blocs of visa numbers may be 
assigned to each of the emergency consular establishments. Each 
such bloc may be used to meet the applications filed at the consular 
establishment to which the bloc is assigned- It is not intended how- 
ever entirely to exclude the issuance of visas in other parts of the 
world. 

Visas should be distributed fairly among persons of all faiths, creeds 
and nationalities. I desire that special attention be devoted to orphaned 
children to whom it is hoped the majority of visas will be issued. 

With respect to the requirement of law that visas may not be issued 
to applicants likely to become public charges after admission to the 
United States, the Secretary of State shall cooperate with the Immigra- 
tion and Naturalization Service in perfecting appropriate arrangements 
with welfare organizations in the United States which may be prepared 
to guarantee financial support to successful applicants. This may be 
accomplished by corporate affidavit or by any means deemed appropri- 
ate and practicable. 

The Secretary of War, subject to limitations imposed by the Congress 
on War Department appropriations, will give such help as is practicable 
in: 

(a) Furnishing information to appropriate consular officers and Im- 
migrant Inspectors to facilitate in the selection of applicants for visas; 
and 

(b) Assisting until other facilities suffice in: (i) transporting im- 
migrants to a European port; (2) feeding, housing and providing 
medical care to such immigrants until embarked; and 

(c) Making available office facilities billets, messes, and transix>r- 
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tation for Department of State, Department of Justice, an^i Unitctl 
Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration personnel connected 
with this work, where practicable and requiring no out-of-pocket ex- 
penditure by the W^ar Department and when other suitable facilities 
are not available. 

The Attorney General, through the Immigration and Naturaliza- 
tion Service, will assign personnel to duty in the American zones of 
occupation to make the immigration inspections, to assist consular offi- 
cers of the Department of State in connection witli the issuance of 
visas, and to take the necessary steps to settle the cases of those aliens 
presently interned at Oswego through appropriate statutory anil ati- 
ministrative processes. 

The Administrator of the War Shipping Administration will make 
the necessary arrangements for water transportation from the port of 
embarkation in Europe to the United States subject to the pr<jvision 
that the movement of immigrants W'iU in no way interfere with tlic 
scheduled return of service personnel and their spouses ami chiiiiren 
from the European theater. 

The Surgeon General of the Public Health Service will assign to 
duty in the American zones of occupation the necessary personnel to 
conduct the mental and physical examinations of prospective immi- 
grants prescribed in the immigration laws. 

The Director General of the United Nations Relief and Rehabilita- 
tion Administration will be requested to provide all pt»ssible aitl to 
the United States authorities in preparing these |>eoplc for transporta- 
tion to the United States and to assist in their care, particularly in the 
cases of children in transit and others needing special attention. 

In order to insure the effective execution of this program, the Secre- 
tary of State, the Secretary of War, the Attorney General, War Ship- 
ping Administrator and the Surgeon General of the Public Health 
Service shall appoint representatives to serve as members of an inter- 
departmental committee under the Chairmanship of the Commis- 
sioner of Immigration and Naturalization. 

Hakry S. Truman 
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226 Menu »r;uHiuin of I >isappr«val of Bill Reducing Certain 
Appropriations and C'untract Authorizations for Fiscal 
Year 19.J6. DviTtnlicr 23, 1945 

I Krlr 4 \rtl UnmilKT 4^, Dutctl DecemlH-r 22, 194$ ] 

I AM Wn I !HOI.DlN(> my approval of H.R. 4407, “Reducing ccr« 
t.ain apprnpri.tlitHis and contract authorizations available for the fiscal 
year it>|6, and for other pur|xjscs.“ 

It is with situ ere regret that I am unable to approve this legislation. 
In rcsjxinvc iti my communication of September 5, 1945, and in con- 
formity with their tnvt^ careful plans, the Appropriations Committees 
of the I louse aiiil of the Senate held cxtciulctl hearings ami gave mature 
consideration Ui the rcad}usimcnt of Bxccutive programs and finances 
to the problems of the reconversion jicrioil. The Congress has acted 
expctliiiously and ctmsulcralcly to develop the basis for the continuing 
|K.tccfimr opcrathnis of the <#ovcrnmcni. It has demonstrated a fine 
spirit of economy in reducing appropriations without complicntiitg the 
delicate adjmimrnt from wartime to }»cacclimc functions, and without 
sacrificing the basic progress which has licen made during the war years 
in the hing trrinticvciopmcnt of Government activity. 

So far as the basic pur|x»c of this bill rescinding appropriations is 
concerned, I am in thorough agreement with the action of the Congress, 
Far from wishing to sacrifice the care and effort which have gone into 
its development, I shall by Executive action preserve the full values of 
these rcHUssion provisions in the exact terms which the Congress itself 
has approved. If these provisions stood alone I should gladly approve 
the hill. I have askcsl the Director of the Bureau of the Budget to place 
these rcKtsstun amounts in a reserve, non>ex{x:ndable status, and so to 
advise the departments and agencies concerned. 

tn addition to its effect on appropriations, however, the bill contains 
provisions which require our system of public employment offices — 
now unified in a single national system-~to be broken up within too 
days, and transferred to operation as 51 separate State and territorial 
systems. 

White I believe such a transfer should be made at the proper time, 1 
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am convinced that this bill requires that it be made at the wrong time, 
and in the wrong way. Such a dispersion and transfer at this time 
would immeasurably retard our reemployment program. And as the 
basis for Federal-State cooperation, in a fundamental program of na- 
tional importance, the provisions of the bill dealing with the public 
employment offices are unsound and unwise from any point of view. 

So far as the timing of the transfer is concerned, the |H*riod dcsigtiatcti 
by this bill — ^the next 100 days — ^is the most disaiivantageous tliat coultl 
have been chosen. It will result in a disrupted and inefficient employ- 
ment service at the very time when efficient ojKration is most vitally 
needed by veterans, workers and employers. 

Our local public employment offices arc now, and will be during the 
next several months, in the midst of the peak work load in their history. 
This is because the offices are now engaged in counseling and placing 
millions of applicants who require individualized service. 'Fhese appli- 
cants include able-bodied veterans seeking assistance in thdr rcailjust- 
ment to civilian life, handicapped veterans requiring even more time 
and guidance in finding the jobs most suitable for them, and unem- 
ployed war workers who are confronted by difficult rcatljustmcnts 
because of substantial reductions in job opportunities at their wartime 
skills and wage rates. 

At such a time, any change in management and direction is neces- 
sarily disruptive to the service. A change which would replace our 
present single and unified management by 51 separate managements 
would be very h^mful. Even with every effort by the States to promote 
a smooth transition, the transfer of some 23,000 employees to new condi- 
tions of employment, and the adjustment of operations to the require- 
ments of 51 different State agencies, will inevitably cause confusion and 
delay. 

In my reconversion message of September 6 to the Congress, I pointed 
out our national responsibilities and problems in connection with re- 
employment during the reconversion period. Dunng this period, dis- 
placed war workers, and the veterans who are returning to civilian life 
at the rate of more than a million per month, will need and have a right 
to expect from their national government an cffccfivc jolHrounsciing 
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ami phiccmcnt service, 'rhesc problems aiul rcs|K)nsibilitics cannot, in 
a |>criml whrii millittns of veterans and other workcr.s arc moving across 
State lines. l»e met adequately through 51 separate and independent 
public employment service systems, linkeil only by the necessarily re- 
mote ant! iinlircct inllucnce tjf a Federal agency financing the State 
systems through granfs in aid. 

For these rcastms, I now rcjwat my recommcmlaiwm that the trans- 
fer of our public employment olficcs to State o|Krati«n be jiostponcd 
until June n>47. The Administration is committeii to returning the 
service to State o|icration, ami that commitment will In: carried through. 
But this is not the time. 

Afxirt from the timing of the transfer, the provisitms <if H.R. 4407 
which govern the basis for FcdcrabStaic ctjoperaiion in the maintenance 
of public employment offices <lo nt»t assure iliat an adequate service 
will Itc available in all Stales. 

The bill proviiles for the o|Kration of public cinpltjymcnt offices by 
the States under rules and regulations prescribed by the Secretary of 
Labor to carry out the provisions of the Wagiicr-Peyscr Act. Ojacrating 
costs wouhl Ik? met entirely by the Federal Government. These pro- 
visions of the bill would remain in effect for only a few months — the 
balance of the current year. 

The bill precludes the granting of funds to any State which Is unable, 
or unwilling, to comply wdili the provisions of the bill or any require- 
ment of the Secretary of Labor pursuant to the provisions of the bill. 

A FctlcrabStaic cooperative program for a national system of public 
employment offices financed cniirciy by Federal funds must at least 
provide assurance as to two basic olsjectives: The Federal Government 
must be sure that the essential services arc being provided through the 
States' employment offices, and it must know that the offices are being 
operated with reasonable efficiency. Under such a program, the Fed- 
eral Govcrnracm is not interested in prescribing minute or insignificant 
details concerning the State operation, but it docs have a stake in the 
preservation of reasonable standards. 

HJEl. 4407 provides no effective protection for this national inter- 
est. If any State, for any reason, cannot or does not meet the minimum 
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requirements, Federal grants cannot be made. But at the same time 
the Federal Government itself is precluded from continuing the opera- 
tion of public employment office facilities in the State, 

This means, in effect, that wlicn there is a substantial failure to 
provide essential services or to meet minimum stamlartls of efficiency, 
tlie Federal Government must choose between two alternatives whicli 
are both unsatisfactory. It must cither acquiesce in tire suhstatulard 
operation — or, by withholding funds, it must deprive all of the State’s 
employers, workers, and veterans of a service they need anti to which 
they arc entitled. 

At a time of such acute emergency — when employment offices arc 
needed to provide veterans with the services with which the Congress 
has required they be provided, and needed also to assist other unem- 
ployed workers in securing peacetime jobs— i cannot approve legisla- 
tion which, under some conditions, may offer only a choice between a 
substantially substandard service or no service at all. 

It seems clear to me that a matter of such grave importance as our 
public employment system deserves not only permanent legislation, but 
legislation carefully and separately considered. Issues of such a difficult 
and vital nature should not be dealt with as riders to appropriation bills. 

The fact is that our present legislation governing the operation of 
our cooperative Federal-State employment service system, enacted in 
i 933 > needs thorough revision in the light of changed conditions. Sev- 
eral bills now pending before both Houses of the Congress— -H.R. 4437, 
S. i 45 ^> nnd S. 1510 — are designed to accomplish this. Hnactment of 
such permanent legislation is essential before a transfer back to State 
operation can be achieved in an efBcient and orderly manner. 

Adequate and uniform standards of service must be maintained and 
proper security for tlic personnel of the organization itself must be 
provided in a permanent way, if it is to keep and attract the calibre of 
personnel able and eager to perform its important tasks. 

Only in this way can we provide a sound and permanent basis for 
Federal-State cooperation in the maintenance of a postwar system of 
public employment ofl&ces which will meet the needs of veterans, em- 
ployers, workers, and the nation as a whole. 
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While I object to the specific measure which this bill proposes to 
carry out with respect to our employment service, I object even more 
strongly to the legislative method employed for its enactment. To 
attach a legislative rider to an appropriation bill restricts the Presi- 
dent’s exercise of his functions and is contrary to good government. 

In view of my past legislative experience, I realize the obligations 
of the President to the Congress as a coordinate branch of the Gov- 
ernment. At the same time, I must be equally aware of the Consti- 
tutional responsibility of the President to the people, and of the 
obligation of the Congress to help him discharge that responsibility. 

The Constitution has placed upon the President the duty of con- 
sidering bills for approval or disapproval. It has always been possible 
for the Congress to hamper the President’s exercise of this duty by com- 
bining so many subjects into a single bill that he can not disapprove 
an objectionable item without holding up necessary legislation. 

Partly in order to prevent this practice, it has long been considered a 
fundamental principle that legislation on a major issue of policy ought 
not be combined with an appropriation measure. The present bill 
directly violates that principle. I am obliged to withhold my approval 
to some very excellent legislation because of the objectionable practice 
which has been followed by attaching this rider which I cannot possi- 
bly approve. 

Harry S. Truman 


227 Address at the Lighting of the National Community 
Christmas Tree on the White House Grounds. 

December 24, 1945 

[ Broadcast nationally at 5:15 p.m. ] 

Ladies and gentlemen, and listeners of the radio audience: 

This is the Christmas that a war-weary world has prayed for through 
long and awful years. With peace come joy and gladness. The gloom 
of the war years fades as once more we light the National Community 
Christmas Tree. We meet in the spirit of the first Christmas, when the 
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midnight choir sang the hymn of joy: “Glory to CJod in the highest, aiui 
on earth peace, good will toward men.” 

Let us not forget that the coming of tlie Saviour brought a time of 
long peace to the Roman World. It is, therefore, fitting for us to re- 
member that the spirit of Christmas is the spirit of peace, of love, of 
charity to all men. From the manger of Bethlehem came a new ap- 
peal to the minds and hearts of men; “A new commatulment I give 
unto you, that ye love one another.” 

In love, which is the very essence of the message of the Prince of 
Peace, the world would find a solution for all its ills. I tfo not believe 
there is one problem in this country or in the worUl toilay which couhl 
not be settled if approached dirough the teaching of tlic Sermon on the 
Mount. The poets* dream, the lesson of priest an«l patriarch anti the 
prophets* vision of a new heaven and a new earth, all arc summed up in 
the message delivered in the Judean hills beside the Sea of Galilee. 
Would that the world would accept that message in this time of its 
greatest ncedl 

This is a solemn hour. In the stillness of the F.vc of the Nativity 
when the hopes of mankind hang on the peace that was olfered to the 
world nineteen centuries ago, it is but natural, while we survey our 
destiny, that we give thought also to our past — to some of the things 
which have gone into the making of our Nation. 

You will remember that Saint Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles, and 
his companions, suffering shipwreck, “cast four anchors out of the 
stern and wished for the day.*’ Happily for us, whenever the American 
Ship of State has been storm-tossed we have always had an anchor to 
the windward. 

We arc met on the South Lawn of the White House. The setting is 
a reminder of Saint Paul’s four anchors. To one side is the massive pile 
of the Washington Monument— fit symbol of our first anchor. On the 
opposite end of Potomac Park is the memorial to another of the anchors 
which we sec when we look astern of the Ship of State— Abraham Lin- 
coln, who preserved the Union that Washington wrought. 

Between them « the memorial to Thomas Jefferson, the anchor of 
democracy. On the other side of the White House, in bronze, rides 
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Aiuircw Javkstm fourth of our anchors — the pedestal of his monu- 
ment brariug his inunortal words: *‘Our Federal Union — ^it must be 
preserveth” 

It is well in this solemn hour that we bow to Washington, Jefferson, 
Jackson, ami l.incoln as we face our ilcstiny witli its hopes and fears — 
its burdens and its responsibilities. Otit of the past we siiall gather 
wiviloin ;md in‘>piration to chart our future course. 

With our enemies vanquished we must gird ourselves for the work 
th.it lies ahe.ii!. Peace has its victories no less liartl won than success 
at arms. We must not fail or falter. We must strive without ceasing to 
make real the prophecy of Isaiah: “They shall heat tlieir swords into 
phnvsh.ircs and their sj^ears into pruning-hooks: nation shall not lift up 
sworil against nation, neither shall they learn war .any more.’* 

In this tl.ty, whether it Ik- far or near, the Kingdoms of this world 
shall liccomc indeed the Kingdom e>f CIcxI ami He will reign forever 
and ever, l.ord of Limls ami King of Kings. With that message I 
wish my crninirymcn a Merry Christmas and joyous days in the New 
Year. 


228 Ix-iicrs tf» ihc Mcmlicr.s of the Iktard of Directors on the 
1 crminaiitm of the Smaller War Plants Corporation. 
PttrmiHT 27, it)45 

I Hrlratrd Dreetnher 37, D«frd November 1, 1945 ] 

Dear Maury; 

As you kn<»w, in line with my reorganization plans, the Smaller War 
Plants Ci»rporaiirin*s functions arc being transferred to other agencies. 
But there is one mtire jfds I would like for you to do for small business. 
It is in connection with little business in world trade. 

Sometime ago I authorized you to take a trip to the countries of the 
Pacific. The purpose of the Mission was to make a report to me con- 
cerning the development of small business in these countries and the 
possibility of stimulating international tmde between them and small 
businrssci at home. Particularly, I am interested in the development of 
American small business in the field of international trade. 
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The countries to be visited by you arc the Philippines^ C!una» Korea, 
Australia, and New Zealand. 

It is assumed, of course, that you will w€>rk closely with representa- 
tives of the Department of State in each country which you visit. 

I want to congratulate you on the job that you have done as Chair- 
man of the Smaller War Plants Corporation and for the work you have 
done for small business. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable Maury Maverick, Chairman and Gencr.1I Man.igcr, Smaller War 
Hants Corporation] 

Dear Mr. Howington: 

Your excellent service with the War Production Hoard is well known 
to me. I, however, am especially mindful of the vi^rk you Iiavc tlonc 
as a member of the Board of Directors of the Smaller War Plants Cor- 
poration from the very day of its inception. 

Small business is the keystone of the free enterprise system. I com- 
pliment you particularly on the work that you have done in the matter 
of war production and in harnessing the small plants of America for 
that purpose. 

In reorganizing the Government, we have concluded that it is appro- 
priate that the duties of the Smaller War Plants Corporation be taken 
over by other established branches of the Government. 1 am sure I will 
have your cooperation in this. 

Thanking you for your great service to America, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Harry S. Truman 

[Honorable James T. Howington, Vice Chairman, Board of Direcion, Smaller 
War Plants Corporation] 

Dear fudge Rowe: 

This is to assure you of my appreciation for your work while a mem- 
ber of the Board of Directors of the Smaller War Plants Corporation. 
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You, as a banker and as a lawyer, know the problems of small 
organizations. 

In reorganizing the Government, we have concluded that it is appro- 
priate that the duties of the Smaller War Plants Corporation be taken 
over by other established branches of the Government. 1 am sure I will 
have your cooperation in this. 

I wish to compliment and thank you for your period of service and 
to assure you that I deeply appreciate it. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely yours, 

Haiuly S. Truman 

[Honorable C. Edward Rowe, Member, Board of Directors, Smaller War Plants 
Corporation ) 

Dear Pat: 

We all appreciate very much the fact that you came here to Washing- 
ton, leaving your heavy duties as President of the McDonough Sled 
Company, to serve on the Board of Directors of the Smaller War Plants 
Corporation. 

You have worked hard, you have done your duty, and it has been 
an aid of the first order to war production. 

Today 1 wrote your Chairman, Mr. Maury Maverick, about the 
study which X wished him to make in China. You are invited to go on 
this mission also, because ol your knowledge of little plants, and be- 
cause of the fact that you understand industrial production from the 
smaller business viewpoint. 

X would like you to go with Mr. Maverick to assist him in making 
the report, which I know will be of great value. 

Again let me assure you of my appredadon of your great service 
to the Government ol the United States. 

Shooerelv voiirs. 

Haixt S. Tkuman 

[Honorable Pttrldc W. McDoaooi^ Member, Boaid of i;}ira3iOKa, Smaller War 
PLbl 0 Is Coraoratkoil 
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Dear harry: 

I remember with great pleasure the time we served together in the 
Congpress of the United States. 

The Smaller War Plants Corporation* under present plans of reor- 
ganization, will have its powers assumed by other organizations. But 
I cannot fail to say to you that your work with the Smaller War Plants 
Corporation has been of great benefit to small business ant! the free 
enterprise system. I appreciate what you have done for a year as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Smaller War Plants 
Corporation. 

With best personal good wishes, I am, 

Sincerely yours, 

Hajiry S. Truman 

[Honorable Inaurence Arntdd, Member, Board of Directors, Smaller War Plants 
Corporation] 

note: Executive Order 9665 (3 CFR, Reconstruction Finance Cmporation 
1943-1948 Comp., p. 480), providing and the Department of Commerce, was 
for the transfer of the funedons of tlw released with the text of these letters. 
Smaller War Plants Corporation to the 


229 Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill Extending 
the Second War Powers Act. December 28, 1945 

I HAVE TODAY signed HJl. 4780 extending, fear six months, cer- 
tain titles of the Second War Powers Act The continued exercise 
of these powers beyond December 31, 1945, although on a steadily de- 
creasing scale, is absolutely necessary in the interests of recimvenion. 

The extension for only six months oi the statute, and espedally of 
th<»e sections creating the priorities and allocations powers, will, how- 
ever, not meet the full need. We know that our economy will be 
plagued with major war-bom shortages six months horn now, and that 
the Govermnent must have the means of dealing with these shortages. 
There must, thcrcfOT^ be further legislation to cover the period after 
June 30, 1946. 

This further legislation should become law at the earliest possible 
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date, so that industry and Government will know as far in advance 
as possible the laws urulcr which they arc to operate, and can plan 
accordingly. In the absence of specific legislation covering the latter 
part of 1946, the approach of June 30 will become an unsettling factor 
in the Nation’s economy and may well be accompanied by hoarding 
and by a tendency to delay proiluction and distribution until the date has 
passed. Any such tendency would seriously hamper reconversion and 
would add a new and dangerous inflationary factor to the many al- 
ready existing. 

I request, therefore, that the Congress consider and enact, at the 
earliest possible lime, suitable legislation to extend the Government’s 
power to deal with shortages. 

Nora: Ai enarted, H.R. 4780 is Public proved a bill further extending the Sec- 
Law ayo, tqiH CongrcM (59 Slat. 658). cmd War Powera Act (Public Law 475, 
On June 39. 1946, the President ap* 79th Cong., 60 Stat, 345). 


230 Letter to the Chairman, National War I-abor Board, on 
the Establishment of the National Wage Stabilization 
Board. December 31, 1945 

Dear Mr, Garrison: 

I have your letter of December 27, 1945, pursuant to which, and in 
accordance with my letter to you of November 5 , 1945 , 1 am issuing 
an Executive Order terminating the cxbtcnce of the National War 
Lalmr Board as of January i, 1946, and creating a National Wage 
StabiHzatlon Board to carry on the stabilization functions required un- 
der the Stabilization Act of 1942. 

1 am accepting as of DecemlKr 31, 1945, the resignations of the mem- 
bers of the National War Labor Board who have heretof<H% been ap- 
pointed by the President. 

I wish to extend to all members of the National War Labor Board, 
to the members of its regional agencies and commissions, and to its 
staff in Washington and in the held, my thanks for the outstanding 
wartime job they have done in the last four years, under the most diffi- 
cult drcumstancc^ in hel|^g to maintain industrial peace, m a ximum 
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production, and wage stabilization. They iiavc earned aiul thoroughly 
deserve the gratitude of their fellow citizens. 

I deeply appreciate the accomplishments of the Ikwrd, as siunmarr/cd 
in your letter, and I shall await with interest the submission of y<Htr 
more detailed terminal report. 

Very truly yours, 

Harry S. Trumant 

[Honorable Lloyd K. Garrison, Chairman, National War DUntr lltwri! { 

note: Mr. Garrison’s letter was released CFR, C'nnip.. p. 4SH) to- 

with the President’s reply. Also re- gether with a list of appointmrnts to 

leased was the text of Executive Order the newly created Uoartl anvi a list of 

9<>72 “Establishing the National Wage rcsignaiimts frmn the Nattunal War 

Stabilization Board and Terminating Lalmr Board, 

the National War Labor Board” (3 
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Appetnitx A — White House Press Releases, 

1945 

WO«! tiKlu<lf-« rcIriMn coveHnit mnten wiih which the Pfwklent wai elo«ly concerned, except 
inninintrmrnit i>( ('irtwIeniMl prtH>nnel aptHMittmeflU ami ipprovait of legiilation with which 
there wa» »<i accieniMnyttia luurmeoi* 

fletrMe* rrUtmx in Priicl«maiiuii» and Eaecuitve Ordm have not been included. These doeu- 
mrnit are ie|iai airly U»ictl m A|>|«efidix B, 

Pm lt»i ti( Pim ami Radio CkMifrrenccs, see subjeci index under “News Conferenres." 


At»tt 

IS Slatrnirni by Uw PrrsHlcOI after taking the 
mih *4 idhcc 

I j Mrttagrt !•» ihr Pmklrnt on the death of 
t‘rr«tdcnt RitcMcvell 

14 While H.HiMf tiairmrni on ihe forthcoming 
viaii of Poictgn fiecf clary Moknov 

id Address Mure a imiii ictdoQ of the 
Congress 

17 Siaiemeni by the President upon ngning 
hill eatcodtiig ih« Lend'taMsc Act 

17 tvcller from Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 

17 Aihlres* broadcast to ibe Armed Forces 

t8 Stairmrnt by the President on dte death of 
bime Pyle 

15 Stanrmrm by the Pre«ida«il on the Senate's 
approval of the water utittaatioii treaty 
sviih Meisico 

19 Veto of biil for the retief el Brii Orunsieio 
(ColHp'esswMial Record, vol. 91, p. 3 S 77 ) 

M Telefratn from lames M. Coi requesdtig 
the release of Lcooard Ratmcb {ran the 
titif 

ay White Hmmt st ai emcw t coMcrning diactia- 
akiM ersih Foreign Miatstar Motoiov 

ay loini si n trine n i nridi allied leaden wamifif 
agasnat nuatraaonant ol p ri a onera in 
GwMtty 

14 Special inw^ to dw Sryjrayki^ 
•lid dif Uttiid ICkicdMi 


April 

ay Addreu to the United Nadoni Oonforenee 
in San PratKiico 

afi Letter to Secretary Wallace requesting a 
study of the patent taws 

a7 Statement by the President announcing the 
junction of AnglmAincrican and Soviet 
forces in Gcrimny 

a7 Letter to Etiwin W. Pauley appointing him 
as the Presiileni'i personal representative 
on the Reparations Commiision 

17 Statement by the President on announc* 
ing Mr. Pauley's appointment to the Rep' 
aratwos Commtadon 

37 Statement by the President announcing 
the appointment of Or. Iiador Lubtn to 
the Reparaiioni Commission 

17 Statement by Edwin W. Pauley following 
his appoiniment 10 the Reparatiaai Com' 
mission 

yo While Kouae release ol summary of Judge 
RoseniiMO's report on the needs ol the 
liberated areas 

May 

I Suicmeni by the Preddont commending 
the Ofice of Price Administration 

I Letter to the Director, Office of War Mo* 
bUtaatioa and Reconverdoo, concerning 

lufv tljfM iU nffl of tKdi IMDCiei 

t Qtadott accompanying due Medal for 
Merit preamiied to Juihn A. Riug 

1 While Motiae aiBManem on the propoaed 
#sitotisa»»Lftgh fS Itiogim lor Ain co0s£rtictioii 


59 * 



Appendix A 


May 

2 White House statement on the proposed 
reduction of funds for war agencies 

2 Statement by the President concerning the 
termination of the Office of Civilian 
Defense 

2 Statement by the President <in the sur- 
render of German forces in Italy 

2 Message to Field Marshal Alexamler on 
the surrender of German forces in Italy 

2 Message to General Clark on the sur- 
render of German forces in Italy 

2 Statement by the President anmnincing 
designation of Robert H. Jackson as U.S> 
Chief of Counsel for die proseeudon of 
war crimes 

2 Letter accepting resignation of Frank C 
Walker, Postmaster General 

3 Veto of bill providing for the deferment 
of additional agricultural workers 

3 White House statement concerning price 
and distribution controls on meat 

3 Text of National War Labor Board order 
changing terms and conditions of employ- 
ment at plants of United Engineering Ca, 
Ltd. 

4 Letter accepting resignation of Harry D. 
White, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 

5 Statement by the President concerning 
Philippine Independence 

€ Letter accepting resignation of Lt. Col. 
Joseph V. Hodgson, U.S. Commissioner on 
the UJ!^, War Qrimes Commission 

7 Statement by the President on the timing 
of the announcement of German surrender 

7 White House armouncemem of the Presi- 
dent’s scheduled broadcast on the surrender 
of Germany 

7 Letter, by direcdon of the President, from 
the chief administradve assistant to all 
Governors 

8 Broadcast to the American people announc- 
ing the surrender of Germany 


May 

8 .Sutrn«-«t by the Prr^ulrnt ^jlltitg tor 
uncondiuonal surrender t»f lafMn 

8 Messages »♦* Alheti le.«lers and to tieneral 
Eisenhower on the surtender «t ttrriiuny 

9 Statement hy the Presidem uj»na signing 
htU exieiidaig the .Vleeiisc .Sersuc Act 

to Special message to the t%«tigirs» transmit- 
ting rejHirt on svork of the Ihsirict of Co- 
lumbia Juvenile Oiuft 

12 Letter aeccpting resignation of DunaUI M. 
Nelson, Personal Rrpieseiitatisc of the 
Presulrni to other governments 

12 larttcr to Kdwin A. Locke, Jr., eotteertiing 
die mission to t-hiiia rstahlohrd hy Don- 
ald M. Nelson 

15 Statement hv the Presiilrni ronerrning 
freedom of the pirss m Germany 

<5 Statement hy the President on German 
reparations 

15 White ! louse announcement of U,S. mem- 
bers of the Keturations Commission 

15 Stiecial message to (hr tjmgresi transmit- 
ting leiHirt on War Ptmluction Hoard 

j8 Statement hy the Presidem following a 
discussion with Foreign Minister Bnlaull 
of Fiance 

at Remarks liefore the Congress on present- 
ing the Medal of Honor tt» Sergeant Jake 
W. Limlsey 

at Special message to the Congress trans- 
mitting annual rcyiort of the Alien Property 
Cusuxlian 

aa Letters to heads of war agencies on tlie 
economic siluatinn in the iitserated coun- 
tries of northwest Eurofw 

23 Letter accepting resignation <d Francis 
Biddle, Aiiorncy General 

23 Letter accepting resignation of Frances 
Perkins, Secretary of laibar 

23 Lmer accepdng resignation of Claude R. 
Wickard, Secreury of Agriculture 

23 Letter accepdng reaigiuitioo «l Marvin 
Jones, War Pood Adminutrator 
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Mgy 

15 While t IcHiie annauacemeni of qkcmI mis* 
»iaiii of Hwry Ho|}kim ud Joeeph E. 
Davie* lu Motcow ar^ Loiulon 

>4 Spcchd mcMag« to ibe CougreM on tibe 
organuMiMM of the Executive Branch 

>5 White ifoute announcement of appoint* 
mimt of hiul C. Stark a* Director of Home 
Food Supply 

aS Special mcuMife to the Coovroe* on ua- 
employment comprmation 

51 Lcner aewpdog redgnatioo of Stephen T. 
Early, Secretary to the PreaideM 

|ene 

i Veto of bill for the rdief of Captain 
lard Im Trcadereii (Goagreaaionai Record, 
vol. 91, p. S*6o) 

I Veto of bill for relief of kiaior WUiiam 
Peyton Tkiwell (CongroHieoal Record, 
vot. 9t. P< sate) 

I Spedai m ew ege to the Gongreaa on win* 
niat dw tear tekli lapmo 

I Litmr flicttiiiiij mi •06if>i MigiitdiM of 
SmSMMiI I* RCMMBllQIAtt fjfUtffiitl to 

iImi PvoiidMi 

t •CCOQlfMUItfii^ pfOMMiliM of the 

Leglett el Hard to Prince Abdol Hah of 
tniq 

I StaMBBMM be iIm Praridwc ecneamine 
m w n beia of riw Aimed Hereto held a* 
pritooera of ta«r 

I Lenar to the Chainneiw llenaa GMl tarv* 
iee Oo m e eh to a i eonoamint ledocrien in 
homeef toorik 

A SiiMMttioi ky A§ hntU&ui M iImi ooodsm* 
li^ Modi far faod 

4 ***S!iJif^ aS”** ^ 


4 Lamer Into ritofdwtoir of Bomaa ef the 



tune 

5 Letter to the Chairman, Houee Rule* Com* 
mittee, concerotng the Committee on Pair 
Employment Practice 

7 Statement by the Preaident on the trana* 
porution jtfoUem 

7 Letter to the Director, Office of Defense 
Tran^portaticMi, concerning the redeploy* 
meet d tbe Armed Forces. 

7 Letter to Lt. Cen. WUiiam S. Knudaoo on 
his retireinent from active duty 

7 Report bom Mr. fustke Jackson concern- 
ing prosecution of war oiminala 

7 Letter aoonidng retignatioo of Brig. Gen. 
Prank T. Mines, Administrator of Veter- 
ans Adair* and of the Retraining and Re- 
employment Administtatson 

7 Letter a c cep dag restgaadon of Harry A. 
MUlis, Chairman, Nadonal Lriser Rcla* 
Botnl 

7 Letter accepting rerignadon of Orover B» 
Hill, Under Secretary of Agriculture 

8 Statement by tbe Preaident on the forth* 
coming visic of Preridtoit Rios of Chile 

8 Ottdott accompanying dm Diatingtiished 

Service faoooiing Ma|. Gets. Edwin 

M. Watoon 

9 4 t f* T*ift * '*** by fhi i* P re ik faat on paper 
oonservadoo 

9 Letter f<*«»| < *t««g radgnarico of Guy M. 
OiUene, a»embar, Su^us Pr o pert y Board 

9 Letter aooepdag redgnadoo of Ralph A. 
Bard, Uadar Sacratary of the Navy 

It Whlto IfotWB a tawrne ttt ott mUltory budget 
for WarDmtottoant 

13 Joint ettoemeat by Allied r epr es e o tadvea 
OMrarafallf 1311 

Folaad 

ta Lettar to the Ptorideat of the Beaato aad 
wB^ IIM wP9tKBtlt Mt OM MMM9 OK I MfMBMfl M** 
thm M ifa MdMriii ^ tM 

Coagrais 

9MMMni Hjf WB JmMMMM OQooc rtiinB 

Yaiffin e^ii wall fine 

emsi ME wif iiMittiiocMi 
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June 

13 Statement by the President following: the 
return o£ Harry Hopkins an<l Joseph H. 
Davies from Moscow and London 

15 Letter accepting resignation of Abner H, 
Ferguson, Commissioner, Federal Hous- 
ing Administration 

15 Letter accepting resignation of Lauchtin 
Currie, Administrative Assistant to the 
President 

16 Citation accompanying Medal for Merit 
awarded Rudolph Forster by President 
Roosevelt 

18 Statement by the President on driving 
safety 

19 Special message to the Congress on the 
succession to the Presidency 

aia Message from Prime Minister Winston 
Churchill on the U.S* victory in Okinawa 

Z 3 Statement by the President upon signing 
bill continuing certain subsidy payments 

as Letter accepting resignation of Benjamin 
W. Thoron, Administrator, Puerto Rico 
Reconstruction Administration 

26 Address in San Francisco at the closing 
session of the United Nations Conference 

a 6 White House statement announcing ap- 
pointment of Solicitor General Charles 
Fahy as Director, Legal Division, U,S, 
Group Control Council in Germany 

27 Letter to Secretary Stettinius concerning hit 
appointment as Representative to the 
United Nations 

38 Message from Generalissimo Chiang Kai- 
shek on the achievements of the United 
Nations Conference 

38 Remarks upon receiving an honorary de- 
gree from the University of Kansas City 

39 Joint statement by the United States and 
the United Kingdom on the Anglo-Ameri- 
can Caribbean Commission 

July 

a Address before the Senate urging ratiHca- 
tion of the Charter of the United Nations 


July 

3 Veto of bill for the relief \Vdti.im IL 
Shultz* (Cuugicssum.d Rrwuid, vuL ui* p. 
71SK) 

3 White release of Se^rrur^ Svhwel- 

IcntMch's tirneral thdrr Nm. i 

3 Mrmurandtim rriUnuHr the workweek 4»f 
Fcilcrul u$ 4 | 

3 Letter acerptmg resignaiu^tt ut H4r»y L, 
Spevial AN>i'^frUU itic Picvulrni 

3 Statement by the PreMiIrnt: ihe Fourth 
July 

4 Statement by the PreNidrnt on the death nf 
Jitha Curciiu Prune Mauster ol Aunrialu 

4 Statement bv the Prr\u!rut c*unmrndmg 
the wuik of the United Sattorul Idudtutg 
Coiirctuiii 

5 Veto of Inti for the tfhrt of t!te C\*vvftru 
Manufacturing Ounpany (Ctmgrmitinal 
Reeotil, \ol, <;rt, IK 

5 Statement by the Pirsulrnt attinnifuing eo* 
tabhduaem of diptom»iic rclamnu wish 
the new Polish Government 

5 Exchange of meiuges with the Prime Min- 
ister of the Pohvh Proviiiiimal Cioveinment 
of National Unity 

5 Statement by the Pfe^ldent fnthiwing du« 
cusstons with Foreign Minister SufianojMs- 
uioi of Greece 

5 Letter accepting rengmtion of Hturman 
Arnold, Associate {uviice, ILS. ttouri of 
Ap{>eaU for the DUtrict of Columbia 

5 Letter accepting revignatton of Owen f. 
Roberts, Associate Justice of the Supreme 
Court 

5 Letter accepting resignatson of Henry Mor* 
gemhau, Jr-, Secretary of the Treaikury 

6 Memurandum to Federal agcnciet on the 
humlling of Government fumli 

9 Veto of bill for the relief of |idtn F* Jen- 
nings (Congretiional Record* voL 91* p* 
7368) 

9 Veto of bill relating to law enforcement in 
the District of Co!ui3(d>ta 
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August 

1 6 Statement by the President proposing meas- 
ures to insure industrial peace in the recon- 
version period 

i6 Letter accepting resignation of Miles F* Mc- 
Donald, U.S. Attorney for the Eastern Dis- 
trict of New York 

16 Letter accepting resignation of Joseph C 
Grew, Under Secretary of State 

17 Letter accepting resignation of J* C. 
Holmes, Assistant Secretary of State 

17 Letter accepting resignation of Archihahl 
MacLeish, Assistant Secretary of State 

38 Messages from heads of state and govern- 
ment on the surrender of Japan 

23 White House statement concerning the 
President's directive on the discontinuance 
of lend-lease operations 

23 Memorandum reducing the workweek of 
Federal employees to 40 hours 

23 Memorandum by direction of the President 
on holidays to be observed by Federal 
agencies 

24 Memorandum concerning veteran prefer- 
ence in Federal agencies 

24 Ciution accompanying the Legion of Merit 
presented to President de Gaulle of France 

24 Citadon accompanying the Legion of Merit 
presented to Georges Bidault, Ivtinister of 
Foreign Affairs of Prance 

25 Statement by the President on the a^xh an- 
niversary of the Women's Suffrage Amend- 
ment 

25 Sutement by the President concerning vet- 
erans hospitals 

25 I-etter accepting resignation of Nelson A, 
Rockefeller, Assbtant Secretary of State 

25 Joint statement following discussions with 
President de Gaulle of France 

27 White House statement concerning the need 
for child care centers 

27 Letter to the Chairmen of the Senate and 
Hoxisc Committees on Military Affairs on 
Army manpower requirements 
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August 

aS Menuiraiutum on rrtttiinirsmirtu of war 
conwjctors fiir wane* coverinu AtiKU»t 15 
ami t(<, tv>{S 

29 Statrment by the vomrrmng re* 

{»»t^ on the iVari !tarlH>r tioaiirr 

29 White n4»U!»c annonneemrnt of tUf 

*ion of the P«<k«iefti ami liie i’tiinc Min* 
isters. of Cheat Hritaiu aiut CUiutIa to main* 
tain Coinhineti ilturtb 

letter to Georjre I’,. Alien e*»iKfrmnif the 
iiquulation of war axrtKtcs 

30 Sutement by the iVetident on the Pearl 
Harbor diuitrr 

30 laMter to Hyron Price re»iue«m>{ him to 
study relations betwtrn If.S, forces of «c- 
cupatiott ami the Gcrinatt {leotdc 

31 Statement by die President ii|Km stoning 
order concerning Ciovrrniiient iitfotmaoun 
progranif 

Stptemhcr 

i Statement by the President: lailMir Hay 

I Radio address to (he American |ieo|>te after 
the signing of the terms of unccMnditionai 
surrender by fapan 

a Radio address 10 the members of the Armed 
Forces 

5 Special message to the Omgrets transmit* 
ting a convention between the United Siauai 
and Norway in tettimnem of claims 

5 Letter to the Speaker of the House of Rep* 
resentaiives transmitting proproed redue* 
tions in appropriations for civilian war 
agencies 

5 Citatbn accompanying the Distinguished 
Service Medal presented to Harry L. 
Hopkins 

5 Ciution accmnpanytng the Distinguished 
Service Medal presenud to l^Ioward Bruce 

6 Special message to the Congreu presenting 
a ai'pmnc pre^ram for the reconverskm 
period 

6 Special message 10 the Congress transmit* 
ting third report of the Nadonal Patent 
Planning Commission 
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Septrmhrr 

8 Leitttr ta the Surgeon Ckneral cotKerning 
termiiuktinn of the nurte* training pri^ram 

to CifAtiim 4i«Mi«jMn)ing the Mnt4l uf ilnnor 
prrirnicti to ^oerat {i>iMth«a M. Wain* 
wrigbl 

I a Letter ncirrpitng rrtigiMiiun of Llmct DatU, 
Dirrelwr, Odke of War Information 

fg letter a«e|ittng re*ignaiton of Roait 
Manley. Cb^man, Fcilerai Power Cunt* 
mitaton 

la tetter accepting reiignatKio of Smith W. 
Purtlum. S^umi Amount PoaumaMcx Cen* 
tarai 

ijl While lloute Matrment concerning the re* 
eammi»Momng *tt the VS^. Wtiti4m$tfHrg 
oa the PreoMlentiai yacht 

tj Meauge to General Perahing on bit Sjth 
tnnhciay 

i| Letter accepting mignalton of funtn Miller. 
Aaaociaie )ttatkc, UJ. Court of Appeala 

14 tetter to the Speaker of the Haute of Kep* 
retcntai^eci vammiiting propoacd rcduc* 
taona in oppropriatkioa for the Navy 

t4 letter eceepciag reeigaetioii of Edward 
Warner, naemher, Ovil Aerooeoiica Board 

ty While Houae anoouneetneni of appoint* 
tncoi of Paul H. Appkday at Aadnant Di* 
rector. Bunam of iha Bn d t*t 

ty Siaiafneai by the Pwddant cm die Bum* 
pfM iliiti Md fihiWIititkxri p ipgi io i 

•8 Sca te ment by che IVeahlent cm the ISiera* 
tion of ICacaa 

ip B m woeo i by tbe Pi a ik i tiit conca mi ng de* 

SIwflKpVlpDBBlICHit dp V09F l^OT^Dd 

IP tenar neceptlng tmig m km of Wittiun fi. 
Oavia. Dbeemr, OAee el E cnae mk fcaUB* 
aaiion 

ao While Hoane waMinil waremlng biB pro* 
vidiiif for in c r eaae d p e n d miM ler veHram 
arMi ipMifk ■Meke*i n cn g ad dhaJdMiiM 

•0 Latiar aeeepri a g radptiwinii of Omta W. 
Tayior, TTubinia. Madenal War Labor 
Board 


ao Letter accepting reiignatton of Henry ]« 
Siimion, Secretary of War 

ao Letter to Genera! William J, Donovan on 
the termination of the Office of Strategic 
Service* 

ao Letter to Secretary Byrnes concerning the 
(icvelc^ment of a foreign intelligence pro- 
gram 

a I White House announcement ti the appoint- 
ment of Raymond R. Silimmerman as Ad- 
ministrative Aaaiitant to the President 

at Ctuiion acttunpanying the Diitinguithed 
Service Medal pietented to Henry L. 
Siimton 

a a Statement of policy, approved by the Presi- 
dent, relating to postwar |apan 

a^ Letter lo Henry J, Kaiser calling upon him 
to head the aecond United National Cloth- 
ing Collecdon campaign 

94 Message approved by the Preddent concern- 
ing the extent of General MacArthur's au- 
th^ty in Japan 

a5 Letter to the Speaker of tbe House of Rep- 
rewntativea traasmining proposed rcduc- 
dona la apprepriattons for the War 
Depaitmcnt 

a6 Whitt Houae statement on tbe removal of 
Ocemaa vrarks of art to the United States 

ay Tdegrara to die Governor of New York 
coooendag tbe St. Lawrence Seaway and 
pow^ profcctt 

ay Veto of bid for die rdkf of the dty of 
Council Blulfi, Iowa 

ay Letter aooepdng redgnatkm of Leo T. 
Crawley, board member. Fodeial Depodt 
lotuiaaoB Corporadoo, and Adm i ni s tr ator, 
Foreign SUaoomk Administrttion 

aS Tdagnun from the Ooremoe of New York 
coneaming 9t. Lawrenos River power de- 

ap SttttoiMtt by die Preddenc on a nnouncing 
dw ttrndnatian of dtt AmssrkaM Pmdiiedon 
In r^iiw 
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September 

29 Letter to General Eisenhower concerning 
conditions facing di.splacal per.sons in 
Germany 

29 White House announcement of the forth- 
coming departure of Francis Bidtilc and 
Judge John J, Parker, member and alternate 
member of the International Military 
Tribunal 

29 White House statement on the Prcsulent's 
supplementary unemployment compensation 
proposal 

October 

1 Letter to Harry L, Hopkins concerning the 
Roosevelt National Memorial Committee 

2 Radio address opening the 1945 National 
War Fund Campaign 

3 Special message to the Congress on the St, 
Lawrence Seaway 

3 Special message to the Congress on atomic 
energy 

3 White House announcement of prt^posed 
reductions in appropriations for the Army, 
Navy, war agencies, and war-related 
activities 

3 White House announcement of the mem- 
bers of the U.Sp Delegation to the Confer- 
ence of the Food and Agriculture Organi- 
zation of the United Nations 

3 Statement by the President concerning the 
date for proclaiming Philippine inde- 
pendence 

3 Letter accepting the resignation of Francis 
M* Shea, Assistant Attorney General 

4 Statement by the President concerning Oov- 
ernmenc operation of petroleum reftnerici 
closed by strikes 

4 Letter to the President of the Senate and 
to the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives concerning Federal assistance for child 
care centers 

5 Remarks at die presentation of the Con- 
gressional Medal of Honor to 14 members 
of the Navy and Marine Corps 


O. tober 

5 Cht.uion uccfnupanx mg the Dt fin.’ inched 
Sefvice Mtdal ptrNrnfcd tu lUift Adnural 
Chester W, Ntintt/ 

5 Letter accepting rrsigiuti^n nf f. Ilulints 
Davis, member, Naiuiiul W**t L.dHir HMatil 

5 Letter accepting reMgiuiion of A, King, 
Clutiuiun, War PrutliKtion Ihutd 

5 Letter accepting resign ifton of Frederick 
S, Fales, incinlH**, National War Lalnir 
Btiard 

5 letter accejging rrsignathm of Jesse I'trtdm, 
meml>er, Naiuiiul War Lal^iir HuaMi 

7 Remarks at the Fetniscui C%uiiuy Fairi 
(Imuhersvdlr, Mo* 

9 Special message to tlie C%mgfr^s traitMnit- 
tmg 9td, 94th, and Annual Urpotts 

of Panama Katlfiud ttnmiuiiy 

xo Address ami remarks at the drdhatom of 
the Kentucky Dam at Cidbri tsstlle. Ky* 

10 Statemetn hy the rrr\u!rni on the t^th 
anniversary of the Chmoe Krpuhlic 

IX White House siatrmenr annminiing ehr ap- 
pointment of Lt* Cirii, \K\ D, Mtogan as 
Sufireme Ailictl Commander, Mciltirtraiiran 
Theater 

IX Letter acceftting resignation of Frank Mc- 
Carthy, Assistant Secretary of State 

xa Rcmarki on pretrmmg the Cungrrs^umat 
Medal of Honor 10 t% member^ of the 
Armed Forces 

xa Letter to Representative Powell of New 
York regarding the refusat (j»C {lermisstuii to 
his wife for a conern in ram^aituiion t lali 

xfi Special message to the Congress on Puerto 
Rico 

x6 Statement by the PresUlent following the 
visit of President RJoi of Chile 

16 Letter from Genera) Eisenhower rrpi»rttng 
on the care and welfare of Jewish «)»splaced 
persons to the U.S* tone <4 Germany 
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Oetoher 

17 Mcmorjinilum on the Community War 
l unJ campaign in the National Capital 
area 

17 White Houw announcement of appropria- 
tion! requett for the resumption of public 
wutka programs 

19 White HcMise announcement of the designa- 
tion of Maury Maverich as the President’s 
Representative to present to San Francisco 
the flag flown over the Capitol in Washing- 
ton on the day the UJM. Charter was 
approved 

19 Statement by the President on appointing 
Fred Smith to head at public reladons com- 
mittee for the Labor-Management Con- 
ference 

aa Statement by the President on the anni- 
versary at the founding of the Caechoslovak 
Republic 

aj Addreta before a ioint aetaion of the Con- 
grcM on universal military training 

as SMiemeni by the President following dis- 
cussions with Preudent Osmefia of the 
Phtlippinct 

as Letter from William Green. Ira Mosher, 
Philip Murray, and Erk Johnston concern- 
ing the National Labor-Management Con- 
btrence 

a6 Letters to the High Commissioner to the 
Philtppiocs and to die beads of Federal 
agen^ recommending measures for the 
assittaoeeof the Philhi|dn« 

37 Address in New Ynrlt City at the commit- 
akioing at the U.8.S. IfooxaWl 

ay Addieat 00 farrign policy at the Navy Day 
cdtebmdoa la Haw York Qty 

39 Letter to Dr. Lynuui J. Briggs on his re- 
tUesnem aa Okector o£ the Nadonal Bureau 
of Staadaida 

30 Radio whiraoa to the Amarkin people on 
wagea and piicea Is the reoDOverrion period 

SI Lencr fraoB Oan. Doriiht D. E^aenhower 
on re ato rat io a of govenunent in 
OtrauMiy 


"November 

i Special message to the Senate transmitting 
agreement on petroleum between the United 
States and the United Kingdom 

X Statement by the President on announcing 
the mtssum to Japan of Ambassador Edwin 
W. Pauley, personal rcprescniative o£ the 
President on repamtioas matters 

I Letter to E<lgs'tr Puryear on receiving re- 
port of the Review Committee on Defer- 
ment of Government Employees 

X While House statement concerning the es- 
tablishment of die Franklin Delano Roose- 
velt Memorial Fountlation 

5 Atldress at the opening session of the Labor- 
Msinagcment Conference 

7 Letter to the Chairman, House Appropria- 
tions Committee, concerning the need for 
aditiiiuna! funds for advance planning of 
puldic works 

8 Message to the Congress transmitting re- 
port ♦>£ the War Production Board covering 
operations umlcr the Projieriy Requisition- 
ing Act of 1941 

8 White House statement concerning the 
President’s flagship U.S.S, Williamsburg 

xa Message to the Congress transmitting Re* 
port of the O>mmissio« on the Erection 
Memorials and Enttnnbrncnt of Bodies in 
the Arlington Memorial Amphitheater 

xa Veto of bill for relief of Daniel D. O'Con- 
nell and Alnion IJ. Stewart (Congressional 
Record, voh 9X» p* 10609) 

xj Special message to the Congress on U.S. 
participation tn the United Nations Relief 
and Rehubitiiation Administration 

xj Statement by the President on the problem 
of Jewish refugees in Europe 

13 Letter to Prime Minister Attlee concerning 
the need for resettlement of Jewish refugees 
in Palestine 

14 Letter to President OsmeSa of the Philip- 
pines upon approving a bill of the Philip- 
pine Congress 
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‘November 

14 Letter accepting resignation of John I. 
McCloy, Assistant Secretary of War 

15 Statement by the President on die loth an- 
niversary of the Philippine Commonwealth 

15 Joint declaration on atomic energy with the 
Prime Ministers of Canada and the Unitctl 
Kingdom 

16 Special message to the Senate transmitting 
a protocol to the extradition treaty between 
the United States and COnada 

19 Special message to the Congress recom- 
mending a comprehensive health program 

20 Statement by the Presulent announcing 
changes in Army command 

21 Letter to General Kramer appointing him 
U.S. representative in negotiations lictween 
Colorado and Kansas for division of waters 
of Arkansas lUver 

21 Letter accepting resignation of Robert A. 
Lovett, Assistant Secretary of War for Air 

21 Statement by the President concerning Gov- 
ernment operation of transit facilities in the 
District of Columbia 

23 Special message to the Senate transmitting 
supplementary protocol to intemational 
whaling agreement 

23 Letter from Crown Prince Olav of Nonvay 

23 Citation accompanying the Legion of Merit 
awarded to Crown Prince Olav of Norway 

27 Citation accompanying the Distinguished 
Service Medal awarded to Field Martha! Sir 
Henry M, Wilson 

27 Citation accompanying the Legion of Merit 
awarded to Lt. Gen. Sir Gordon N. 
Macready 

27 Citation accompanying the Legion of Merit 
awarded to Air Marshal Douglas Colyer 

27 Citation accompanying the Legion of Merit 
awarded to Fleet Admiral Sir James P. 
Somerville 


Not'cmher 

27 Mrmuraiulum from Assiit- 

ant R. R. Ziniiufinwo troiiicrtmtg the I'etl- 
erai workweek during the hcluluy {wrun! 

28 I.euer trantmiiiing rrt«i»rt on the occupa- 
tion of Germany to the Secretaries of State, 
War, and Navy 

28 Report by Ityron Price on relatione lie tween 
the <>erman people ami the Aittrrivan 
Forces of Occupation 

29 Statement by the Presulent on the first 
hundrctl days of recntivfr»tim 

30 Letter t<* the PretUlent. Socieiv ft»r the .Ad- 
vancement of Managemriti, eon> rrning full 
employment 

tkt ember 

3 Special message tu the tliuigrrst «>n iattor- 
management relations 

3 Veto of hill granting Itrtiefits to enhttrd 
men for foreign service between tSuS and 
191a 

3 Telegrams to management and latutr Irati- 
ert concerning industrial tiopuirs involving 
the General Motors Corp. and tlie United 
Slates Steel Corp. 

5 Letter accepting resignation of llerliert F. 
Gaston, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury 

5 Letter accepting resignaiinn of Daniel W, 
Bell, Under Secretary of the Treasury 

6 Statement by the Fresident upon signing 
the Government Corporation Control Act 

7 Letter accepting resignation of Charles H> 
Houston, member, the Fresideni’t Commit- 
tee on Fair Employment Pracners 

to Joint statement with the Prime Mmiatcn 
of Great Britain and Canatia coneerning 
removal of wartime trade eontrola 

to Statement by the President concerning the 
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
(Palestine Commtstton) 


600 



Appendix A 


tifttmhtr 

lo Lrlle# »ccrpitt>|i tr»i«iuiiiaa ol Artrtnua L. 
C«te*. UmJer Svcirury <if the Ni*y 

la White ilouic itiiirmeiii Uerifyiog new* con* 
frrence rr|ity to queatioo conaurfiing cetling 
fVKe* on hiiUMttg 

13 Letter eecefiiinc rrMffuiiiaa of Mkhect W. 
Sirauik, AwitiaM Secretary of the interior 

la Letter Mrepttnii rewgaation of Harry W. 
Ba»lK>rr. ClummintcMtier of Reclamatkio 

13 Ctialioo accieniNinylfix the Medal for Merit 
awarded to Henry Morgenthau 

ta Cilafimi «ci.om{>anyiog the Medal for Merit 
awarded to Malph K. Oaeic* 

t a While Ho««c annotincetneot of appoioirrtetil 
of mrmher* of Commiiice to CoardiiuK 
Gaecrnmetii Medical Servkca 

t a Mcittaramlum report on haudng auhenitted 
by the Dirrctoe of War Mobiltsatioa and 
RMonemaoti 

ta l^ier to Wtlioa Wyatt appoUifiitx him 
Ho u i i ii f Expedilasr 

14 Ctiaiiuo accampa«ying the Dkttngtiiibed 
Sendw Medal awarded to Fleet Admiral 
EmcM J. King 

15 Statement by the Frcaklmti United State* 
Fnlwy Toward China 

17 Veto of biO coocendng claim agaimt dw 
Untied Statee of dw Eatcarn Ceotraediig 
Co. (CongreeetonaJ ItaconL «oL pt. p. 
laaoa) 

17 Vale ol biU raning the tank of c hi e f* and 
a e at m a nt chid* of naenl btt r aa Mi 

it Vetoofbitt for the reiki of Dr. f. O. Wldta- 
iM# Sio to 4 iiMir*i Hkiipteftl 
Xeeeed. «oL gt. p. taaM) 

tl Vcw of bUI for the raBd el Sanmkra Me- 
cnofitl HcMpidl (CSoi^vwiioMl SMpfdt voL 
gi* I*. laaAa) 

it Whiai Howe ann o Mti e ain an t of atnaqikncy 
boani i mk r* on waga r»mnit ler dhdiMI 


DeevmSer 

19 Special metuge to the Coog^aa recom* 
mendiog the ectabtuhment df a Depart* 
ment of Nadonal Ekfdue 

19 Special meiMge to the Saute trammining 
nomiiution* of United State* repreaenta* 
hvea to the United Nation* 

19 White House announeement concerning 
forthcoming address by Winston Qiurchill 
at Fulton. Ma 

30 Statement by the President upon signing 
the Reorganiaatton Act of 1945 

30 Statement by the President concerning the 
authority of factfinding boards to examine 
books of the emploi^ 

30 Later to Dr. luiah Bowman on Federal 
asusunoe for scientific research 

30 Letter lo Senator Wagner and Repreaenta* 
live Manasco concerning the full employ* 
ment bill 

31 Letter to the Administrator, Federal Works 
Agency, asking him to heid a conference 
on tn& mfety 

33 Sttttrment and directive by the President on 
immigration to the United States of certain 
diHitaccd person* and refugees in Europe 

33 White House announcement cono^rning 
award of Legkm of Merit to nine officer* 
on duty in the White House map room 
during the war 

33 While House tnnouncemeot of mppoiae* 
ment of Lt. Oen. Edmund B. Gregory a* 
Ouirman. War Assets Corporation 

33 Memorandum td disapproval of bill reduc* 

ing certain appropriations and contract au* 
ihoriutioa* year 1946 

34 Address at dw Egbting of the netionai] com* 
munity Chrimnat tree on the Wlute House 
vnounda 

37 Letsers to the mendser s of the Board of Di* 
■ MksdMMp ffi M temduBMMcioii of tho Smtlicf 
Wof TIomi Ooi|MMtioo 

aS Stwement by the Ptestdeat upon dgning 
hitt wtiwdiay dm Saoood War Powers Act 
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December 

29 Letter accepting resignation d! Vice A<i» 
miral Howard L. Vickery, Vice Chairman, 
U.S. Maritime Commission 

31 Memorandum of disapproval of bill con- 
cerning a claim of Saunders Memorial Hos- 
pital (Congressional Record, vol. 91, p. 
12549) 

31 Memorandum of disapproval of bill for the 
relief of R. W. Wood (Congressional Rec- 
ord, vol, 91, p. X2549) 


December 

ji White House announcement of mcmiscrs of 
factfinding board in the steel strike 

31 Letter to the Chairman, National War fui- 
bor hkiard, on the rstablohinrnt of the Na- 
tional Wage Stabihoation tk>ard 

31 Memorimlum of disat*tmoai of bill con- 
cerning a claim of the i agle Packet Co., 
inc. (Congressional Record, vol. 91, p, 
13949 ) 


602 



Appendix B — Presidential Documents Pub- 
lished in the Federal Register, 1945 


N#. 

DU#r 

Xh 4 S 

Apr, 

*3 

XS 49 

Apr, 

*7 


May 

3 


May 

S 

14)2 

May 

9 


May 

tS 

Uu 

May iS 

i4)5 

July 

<4 

14)6 

July 

10 

<^7 

July 

xo 

xS3i 

July 

5» 

xS)9 

A«tg 

»I 

x6«o 

Aug. 

iS 

iMi 

Aeg. 

xa 

xMi 

Sept* 

S 

xS4| 

Sept, it 

xM4 


xt 


Sept* xS 

x4M 

ScfK. 

xB 

xMy 

aufu. 

xS 


av*. 

xB 

adMIl^ 

But». 



PROCLAMATIONS 


Announcifig flic Death of FraiOcItn Delano Rooacveic ..... 

Mother** Da/ 

NattcHiat Rchahitifmrioii Week 

Victory ill Borofie; Day of Prayer , 

Naiioviai Parai«Salerr Wa^ 

RiiUT||«ficy Board* Colorado A Vyominji Railway Company-— 
cfiiploycea 

Flag Day . 

Allen cncmie*. retnoval trf . . 

Air Foroa Day 

National Ddcnae Pipe line— The Teacaa Cbonplre Pipe line Com« 



Ml^ipraMy Mrda and certain jpune maminala* amendjnenc of rego* 
tat locM relacifig eo 

Santa Roaa i s l and Nationai Monument* eliminating certain landa 
and rea err ing them lor the tnn of the War Deparement for mili- 
tary pnrpoam 

V*J Day of Prayer* Sonday* Ac^. t y* <945 

Fire Freventloo Waeic 

Alloa eoeaaiea* remoeal of 

MaHfime c o n tr ol arcaa: dlacooclntianoe of Caaco Bay* Porta- 
mond»* N.H.* Boaeon* Cape Hatteraa* and Key Weac arema . . 

Nati o n al Baaploy dm FhjralcalJy Handicapped Woek ..... 

Cotnialina Day 

Imeadigratloo tpacMKaa for Awetf la an d Germany 

Condnental p o li c y of the Dhlced witii teopect to 

Mnaralmaonrcmof i&eaoheoBandaeahod 

CogmlMlfbeHaa In nartaln ar e aa of the high aeas* policy of the 
JRaMiff|||||iiiim thtAned In aacdon tt i 4 nf the JkMMvnal Reneone 


rr F.R. 
400^ 
4 ^B% 
5169 
5169 
539< 

5709 

6431 

«947 

9^55 

9739 

toays 

lOlSI 

<0937 

ti«15 

*<735 

*x *57 

1 x 301 

2 x 301 

2x303 

»304 

»M 71 


€os 
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t$ f.R. 

N«. DMtt S»kf*a 

1670 Oct. II G«a»l Pulwlu’i Meinoti*! D*y iiSjs 

1671 Oct. 31 WoiBwui** Eofiraochactaent Dty *1679 

x67x Nor. 5 ArmlsticcDay *1749 

1673 Nov. IX TbaoJesglviog D«y 14057 

X674 Dec. 7 Alieo enesues, revoettion of cercitia regnljitiona relating 10 the 

ooatroiof *494S 

X675 Dec. XI Intcraatiooal Load Line* Qsoveneioii, revoaiton of proclanuidoo 

sospendiag coaveodoo ia pom and waters of United States . . *53S5 

X676 Dec. x4 Pardon, grasdng to certain persons who have servwi in anaowd 

forca of UnitM Sutes >5409 

EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

9338 Apr. 13 Piobatiooal appointment of persons who lost opportunity for 
probatk>aai appointment beeaose of entry into the armed 
forces, antborising certifiea don fear 4057 

9530 Apr. 13 Warren, Avra M., reinscacemeot in the Foreign Service of the 

United States 4057 

9340 Apr. 17 Gnes Service Refining CcKporsdoa, located in sod arotmd Lake 

Qiarles, La.; antboriaiag the Petroleum Admiolsirator to take 
possesstoo of ai^ so operate the plana and facUicies ..... 4195 

9341 Apr. 19 Ofiioe of Sotidus Pr o perty of the Procaremeat Diviskm of the 

Department of dm ‘Bneasury, enuurfer to the Dc|Mrtsiieac of 
Commerce 43.55 

954X Apr. X3 United Engineering Company, Ltd., located at San Fraociaoo, 

Calif.; anthoriaing the Seocei^ of the Navy to take possession 

of and to operate the plana aiM faciHries ......... 4591 

^43 Apr. X3 Reooostraccion Finance Corporation, desiyiadco as the apacy 
to act widi reiqpect to certain booda, notes, and ocher secttrlika 
acquired on behalf of dte United States nnder die pcovisioos ol 
the Tnmsportsdon Act, 15x0 441} 

9544 Apr. X3 Seoetary of War authoriaed tad directed to ssswme full ooonol 

of a certain ahporo-'HGto^pMl 4593. 

934S Apr. xy Lands comprising part of dm Aiea Milimry R e eerv ad oo, reatoca* 

don to dhe use of die Te r ric ory of Hawaii ......... 4685 

934S May X Scadsdeal transcr^c punch cards prmstvd from iadivldual in* 

cocnetasxetxiras,iaqmiocby thcBedetmlSeciMd^ . 47S7 

9547 Hay X Atrocities and war crimei agahiw kadam of die Bnopcan Axis 
powen and dieir principal agents and a ecesaock s , providktg 
lor t e pre s e n tatton oi die United States ia preparing and proae* 
endag chargea. 4961 
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No. D 0 t$ Suijtct fagt 

9;48 M«jr 3 Certuta oo«l mines, Secreury o£ the Interior authorized to take 

possession of and to operate 501.5 

9549 ^*7 8 Tailey, Mrs. Ruth W., and Mrs. Alice M. Grove; designation to 

sign land patents 5345 

9550 May xo Aerial flights by personnel of the Coast and Geodetic Survey, 

regulations telating to 5447 

9JSX May x 6 Water and sewerage systems installed by the United States in the 
cities of Panama and Colon, providing for the transfer to the 
Repdblic of Panama 5709 

9551 May 19 Cocker Machine and Fhundty Company, located at Gastonia, 

N.C.; authorising the Secretary of War to take possession of 

and operate the plants and facilities . 5757 

9S53; May ix Baetgoicf board, creation to investigate a dispute between the 

River Terminal Railway Compmy and its employees .... 5889 

9554 May X3 Motor catriera in and about the city of Chicago, lU.; possessbn 

and operadon of property 5981 

9555 May X4 Emergency board, creation to investigate a dispute between the 

Illicit Central Railroad Company and its employees .... £055 

9556 May CoQtt>marcial cases, certain functions, duties, and powers of the 

Ptcsideae with respect to; providing for the exercise of by the 
SeoecaiT of War, the Under Secretary of War, the Secretary 
of the Navy and ^e Under Seaetary of die Navy £151 

9557 May x 6 Enlisted moi of die Navy and Coast Guard specially qualified in 

the use of arms, prescribing regulations giveming the pay- 
mene of addidonid compensadon to; amendment of Execu< 
dve Order 91.XO trf August x, 194X ............ £x53 

9558 May x6 Voodfga Service, reinstatement of certain former officers .... £153 

9559 May x8 Gsfifoqr Manufacturing Company, located at Gaffney, S.C.; 

snihodsing the Seoretaiy of War to take possession of and 
operate the plants and fatties £z87 

9560 June X Maty-IeRa Cotum Milla, foe., located at Greensboro, Ga.; 

aoihoriaing the Secretary of War to cake possesaioo of and 
eperatt dw ^anct and fsidlidei £547 

95£x June x Allowances for quarters and sobtiiteoce to enlisted men, pre- 
scribing reguladotM governing die granting of; amending 
BaecQtivtt Order 9386 of Oett^er 15, 1943 £547 

95Sa June 4 Office of OvSiaa Defease, termination of . . £639 

9563 Jutw 4 llavigstfcm of die Panama Canal and adjacent waters, establith- 
jflig tnlm governing; ameodment of Rule 46 of Exseendve Order 
43x401 Sepeember L5, X9a.5 £639 

9544 lone 9 Humlln Oil and Refining Company located in Ingleside, Tex.; 

Peeroteum Admin iscracor to take poaseasioa of 
mA 99mm dM p l a nts and fsdUcies £79x 
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it F R. 

Nfl. Daft 

Q-g- June 5 P«« 0‘J Company, Cabin Creek Oil Field locaied if l>*«ea, 

^ W. Va.;aui:horrting the Pciroleum AdminUrtaior K> lake pot- 


session of and operate the plants and faeilitiea Cygat 

Q.gg Tone 5 Air-space reservation over portions of Ulster and Dutchess 
•' Counties, N.Y.j revocation of Eaecuitvc Orde* 9050 of March 

6, 1941 • *791 

q.g_ June 8 Alien Property Custodian, functions and duties with respect to 
ptoperey of Germany and Japan and nationais thereof further 
deaned; amending Executive Order 909s. as amended by Execu- 
tive Order 9*93 . *917 


9568 June 8 Scientific informaiioa, providing for releaae of <917 

9569 June X4 Corporation statistical tranacrijpt c«rdt prepared from income 

and declared value excess prafits tax returns, inspexiion by the 

Office of Price Adminiscration . 7x35, 7)*7 


9570 June 14 Scranton Transit Company located in and about the city of 
Scranton, Pa.; posseasion and operation of the tranaportaiKW 
system, plants, and facilities 7133 

9371 June X5 Secretary of the Interior autho r ised to acquire and dispose of 

cortain property 7313 

9J7X June xg Toledo, Peoria ft Western Railroad; posse s sio n , control, and 

operation. 7313 

9573 June xiS Emergency board; creatfon to investigate a dteputc bet we en the 

Georgia and Florida Railroad and its etnpioj^ ...... 7317 

9574 June x8 Diamond Alkali Company, located in or arotmd Pxincsviiic, 

Ohio; authorixing t^ Secretary of War to take possession of 

and operate the plants and fscilities 7433 

9575 June XX Comtnissiooed oo^ of the PaUic Health Service; declaration as 

a military service and prescribing rcgulssioos eberefor .... 7893 

9576 June xS Emergency bosrd; ereadoo to iovcBcigaK a dispute between the 

Brie Railroad Company and its employees . 8087 

9577 June X9 War Fcx)d Adtninistratioa; te rm inatioo, and transfer of fooctions 

to dte Secretary of Agricnlture .............. 8087 


9577A Joly X Texas Company, located in and srotmd Port Arthur, Tex.; autbo- 
ruing the Petroleum Adminiscraeor co take pnswsiinn of and 
t^persee the plants and laeilitieB 


9578 June 30 Qvil Service Commiwioo, improving rcguiacioas wider the Ped- 

era! Employees Pay Act of gigs 

9 579 Jane 30 Armed forces Of tbe Unitej totiea; extaodkig dw period of dlgl- 

biiity 00 Civil Service ngisien or lisa of p eeeone who serve 
with; ameodmenc of BaecsKhe Order 8997 of November 7, 

Sigd 

9580 June 30 Panama Canal end Ae Patumm r — -ny -fm l a A— f 

of Panama, ooediefoM of employmaot; amenifaeor of Bxeen^ 

tive Oder xSSR of Pdxwuy x, 19x4, aa Timiwdeil StgS 
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N». Smk/tur f0gt 

^\9‘i June v» ’IVrriwr»«! Wir Ijifeor H(«rdi for ihc Territory of Hawaii; juria- 
4 Kimn gramej over voluntary wage and laUry adjuitmenta of 
fnipl«i>rta in the Terrimry of Hawaii aubjecr to the Railway 
l^hiir Afct; amending Eaeeutive Order of February 4, 

*1>41 8ijj7 

June ii» Ttiniorv of Hawaii; reaioring land for aeronautical fiurpoiea, 

and rewrrving land for military purptiiei . 8197 

J*‘^y *■ ^doihing in kind Of payment of ta»h allowance! in lieu thereof to 

rnliMcd petiKinnet of the Navy, the Coaat duard, the Naval Re- 
»cr^r, and the Coaat duard Reserve; prcicribing regulations 
governing the funiikhing of; amendment of Executive Order 

*SM1 8*97 

9^84 July } ( anal /ahw, emplnyment in; suspension of certain statutory pro- 

vituui! relating to 8335 

jnlv 4 t Ma>dyrar Tire A Rubber Company, Inc., located at Akron, Ohio; 

auihtmting the Secretary of the Navy to take poucuton of and 
npctaie the plants and facilities 

Jutv l> Mrdat of Freedum, esubliahment .............. 83x3 

9487 July $ Trantporiationof hcmsehnldgood*, personaieffeetf, andimmedi- 
aic family of crrtaiti civilian personnel; regulations governing 
payment of expenses; amending Executive Order 8)88 .... 83x3 

yygg July h Fntrrgcncv hoard; creation to investigate the disputes between 
the Chaagts, North Shore h Milwaukee Railroad Company 
and the Chicago, Aurora ft Elgin Railroad Company and their 
employees 8399 

9389 July IS Veterans. rcstrKung competition ID certain civil service examina* 

iwMis 10 9063 

July t9 ituisdicnc fdant operated Smetair Rubber, Ine., at Houswn, 

Tcs .. author Ming the PcBoleum Admimstrator «> take posses- 
sion of and operate. 8949 

93fO July at laaasi and Geodetic Survey ;csubluhiuent of awards ...... 9x03 

9)9* July *1 IWrign Service Regutsliomi of the United Siatei, amending . . . 9x03 

939a July It Coniractsof the Office of War Informatioa and the Ofitce of Alien 
Ftopttty Custodian, extension of the provtaiuni of Executive 
thdet foot, of Dece m ber *7, 1941 ............. 9x03 

939ta July t ) tos Angeles Sliipboildiiif and Drydock Corporation at Los Ange- 
les. Cattf ; suthariung tlic Secretary of the Navy to ukc posses- 
sion of and ope* ate the shipyard, amendment of Executive Order 
9400 of Orcembei ). 1943 ................ 9701 

939) July !3 Sfwingfield Hywood Corporation, locaicd at Spriogheld, Dreg. 

auihoeiatng the Secretary of War to take poiacssioa of and 
operate the plania and laciltiics ............. 9379 

9394 July x» Federal Fire Council. Chief of Engineers, United States Army. 

dcsdgnaitnf as a member in lieu of the Quaitcrmaater General. . 9313 
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IS f R 

No. Datt Suhpct 

9595 J«ly 30 United States Rubber Company, located in or annmd IVmnr, 

Mich.; authorising the Secretary of War tt* take po«»e«*iv»(t of 
and operate the plants and facilitic* . ........... 

9596 Aug. 13 Secretary of the Navy, officers m act as; revoking l^ae^ utue t^r- 

der 95x8 which provides for a change in the order of *«* i essiott nor * 

oeoy Aug. 14 Overtime Wage Compensation, regulations; amenditig loemtivc 

Order 9x40 lotti 

9598 Aug. 17 Classified status, granting of; conditions mod ifictd , ...... 10158 

9599 Aug. z8 Assistance to expanded production and continued sralMhiatioo 

of the national economy during the iranaition front war to 
peace, and for the orderly modification of wartime conirttU ot. cr 
pices, wages, materials and facilities; provision for ..... to * 55 

9600 Aug. 18 Overtime wage compensarion, regulations; amending Mxecuttve 

Ord« 9140 i*»t58 

9601 Aug. XI Overtime wage compnsation, regulations, revocation of I* xciu. 

tive Order 9x40 iru'’! 

960X Aug. X3 Illinois Central Railroad Compmy; possesatnn, control , and oper* 

ation of the transportation system, plants, and facilities . . , >095? 

9803 Aug. X5 Ptopriy taken by the Government; termination of possession . 

9604 Aug. x$ Scientific information, providing for the release of Cexteniion and 

axnendment of Executive Order 9588) 

9605 Aug. X9 Armed forces, voluntary enlistments permitted in; revoking para- 

graph 4 of Executive Order 9x79 of December 3, 194X .... tttut 

9606 Aug. x9 German Motor Vestel Cankia, adopting and ratifying the capture 

of ..... . if lot 

9607 Aug. 30 Minimum wartime workweek of 48 hours discontinued ; revoking 

Executive Order 930Z of Febunuy 9, 1943 , 11191 

9608 Aug. 31 Office of War Informstton: termination, and provision for the 

disposition of its fooctioaa and of certain functions of the Ofike 
of Inter-American Affairs itss} 

9609 Sept. 5 National Advisory Committee for Aeronsutics, authorisation to 

acquire and dispose of pOfperty i >379 

98x0 Sept. 6 Administrator of Veterans* Affairs, autborintion 10 acquire and 

dispose of property tt4t$ 

9611 Sept. 10 Advisory Bosrd on Just Compentstkm.iieesiablishmenc .... 11837 

96ix Sept. XX Coffee, entry into the United Stsres lirom countries signatories of 
the Inier-Americsn Coffee Agreetxienti amending Executive 
Order 890X pesaibing regulaciona ............ 11895 

96x3 Sept. Z3 Lands containing radioactive mineral substances, withdrawal mod 

reservation for the use of the United States 1 1789 

9614 Sept. 14 War Refugee Board, cermitiation of 1 1789 
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Ni*i StAjttt 

vf-tv Jirff t4 I'lymjt r4roMj time limitiitions imposed by Execu- 

iiiir (Hiicf af March i, 19x7, nude inxnniicable to cmaio 

vauf* 

Jvfi, 14 Ihiiicvl .Suit* Hi)th Commiuioner to the Philippine Islands . . 
9i^i6a >cpi 14 Puhiit. tlealih Service, creation of a special temporary position . 

SHI- .Sept 19 Hhrpartmertt of Labor, transfer of certain a|{coclcs and functions 
to . ....... 

9tn>i Sept 19 t*Mefio fcno Recotutnution Administration, appointment of 
bUiwin Cf. Arnold, Director, Division of Territories and Island 
ptiMeMHMil, Depanment of the Interior, as Administrator . . 

9619 SejH 19 ( ivtl Service Rtiles, amending Subdivision VII of Schedule A . . 

Sepi so CUbce of Economic Siabtliaation; abolishment of, and transfer 
of ftitH lions to the Office of War Mobilisation and Reoon* 
version . 

ybxt Sepf to ORicr of Strategic Servicet; termination of, and dispoaition of its 
funettoni . . . 

ffrtx Sept to falderal ttaitsiical information which would give aid and comfort 
10 the enemy, providing uniform control over the publication 
sod uae of, revocation of Executive Order 9103 of March x8. 



ybt} Sept u> foreign Service of the United States, reirotatement of JLeland B. 
Mmis . 

sAt4 Sept so Foreign Service of the United Scaiea, reiMcatement of Willya R. 

Peck 

9^*1 Sept. SI Oftce of DefesNK Transpoitatiooi further defining the fitnetiont 
and dufwa oli revoking Sxecutive Order 9x94 of January 4, 
*M1 

ffitS Sept. M tnicrtwfiooal Military Tribunal atablithed for trial and puniah* 
mcni of mapxr war aiminaJa of European Axis; appointment of 
tlie member and alternate member lor die United Statet . . . 

yfixy Sept. 14 Adwiaory Board cm Juat Cc»upenaaiion. reeaubltahmenti amende 
tog EsMKuiivc Oracr 9(1 1 of September 10, 194s ...... 

ffbS Sepe. xf Vetcrana' Admin tatratioo, aueboriaing die appoincment co pMi* 
tmoa of (oooiaci rcprcecnmtivc witbCMit re|^ co the ro|iiue> 
menta of ttw OvU Service Rulct 

9fix9 Sept xs TraMportattoo. noomiltiary and ooonaval, on Army and Navy 
air iranapona. preaaibing regulatioos govenitogi amending 
Bwhcoisvc Ordnr 949a. 

9fi}0 Sept, xy ftottofo ccotiomic fooettona. and furictlooa widi respect to aurplua 
property to foteign aieui rediaaribotioa 

9(31 Sept. xl Oftcc of Ceneorabip, wrmtoaitoa 


ze F.R. 

11789 

11857 

1x033 

119x9 

11951 

11931 

11033 

1x053 


1x03s 

1x03s 

11035 

1x073 

1x113 

1x113 

1x157 


1x304 


IXX45 

1x304 


609 



Appendix B 

t0 F.R. 

N0. Datt St*p€t 

Sept. i8 Mineral depoait* in Jeffenoo Pariah, La., intereat of the United 
States in; traorfer of }ariadic^ *fom the War Department to 
the Deparoaeat of the Interior 

5633 Sept. i8j Continental Shelf, reaerviog and {facing certain reaottrcca of 
under the oontrol and |uriadictioo of the Secretary of the 
Interior 

9634 Sept. xSjI Fishery conservation aonea, providing for the eataUiahneot of . 1^303 

9€33 Sept. X9 Navy Department and the naval eatabliahment,orpu>ixatfoo of . 1x419 

9836 Oct. 3I Holiday* falling on Snodays, obeervance by Govemmenc 
agencies ........................ 

9637 Oct. 3 Medal for Merit . IM 4 ) 

9638 Oct. 4 Civilian Production Adnuniacratioo; creation, and terminatioo 

of the War Production Board ............... 

9839 Oct. 4 Plants and facilities used in the erantponation, refining and proc* 
easing of petroleum and petroleum product*; authoriaing the 
Secretary of the Navy to take p o meaikto of and operate . . . txjpx 

9640 Oct. 5 Smergen^ board; creatkm of eoinveaciute the dilute* between 

theRaiiwayBsprettAgency, Inc., and certain of its emidoyee*. * 3^1 

9£4x Oct. xs Vessds, sale of certain Navy combatant taJHf 

9642.'lOct. x8 Cfothing in kind iMr payment of cash allowaoces in Iku thereof to 
enlisiM personnel of die Navy, the Coast Guard, the Navsd 
Reserve, and du Coast Guard Reserve; preacribhig regnlstiona 
governing the fomiahing of; amendment of Baecetive Order 

935 dof^nneX 4 .i 943 1x979 

9643 Oct. X9 Snrptus p roperty dh^fioaal funct iooa of Goameroe Department, 

ttanefisr to Reconamictfoa Fiasom CorporscioB ....... >3039 

9644 Oct. X9 Civil Serdoe C ommis t ioo , aatboriaattoo to eonfor a omaqpetitlve 

cl ass i fied dhrdatrrteeatatmapoocermiodiaaldedvateraiia . . 13093 

9643 Oct. M Andmrity conferred by Baecndve Order 9489 of October iS, S944, 

termioaefooof ............. ........ *3*3$ 

9646 Oct. x5 Coat of Artn^ Semi, and Flag of dm Frtaident ol dm Unitad 

States * 399 * 

9^47 Oct, X5 Pbreign ttade agreements; n^^olacfoas ndadag to die fiving of 
poblic notice and dm presentatfon of views fo coanaecfoo 

a . a o a a *JJ$* 

9648 Oct. x5 Maxagoeda Bay Dcdeaiiwi Sea Area, d is oo n t lnna noa 1335s 

9649 Oct. x9 OffimofFidietyCooedioaektt, mswkwtiOBof 13431 
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xr « « 

Ntf, Uati Subject faff 

9650 Oct. xj Portland, Maine; Portsmouth, N.H.; Boston, Mass.; NTarragan* 

sett Bay; New London, Conn.; New York Harbor; Delaware 

Bay and River; Chesapeake Bay-Norfolk; Charleston Harbor; 

and Buzzards Bay and Vineyard Sound Defensive Sea Areas; 

discontinuance *343* 

9 ^ 3 * Oct. 30 Assistance to expanded production and continued stabilization 
of national economy during the transition from war to peace, 
and for orderly modification of wartime controls over prices, 
wages, materials and facilities; amending Executive Order 
9599 13487 

96SX Oct. 31 Department of State; authorization of the appointment of certain 

personnel 13381 

9653 Nov. * Civil service rules; amending Schedules A and B *3^*9 

9654 Nov. 3 German steamship “Milwauktt"; adoption and ratification of 

capture 13679 

9653 Nov. 14 Public Health Service; regulations relating to commissioned 

officers and employees 141x1 

9636 Nov. 13 Shipbuilding Stabilization Committee; transfer from Civilian 

Production Administration to Labor Department *4*73 

9637 Nov. x6 Greece; providing for the representation of the United States in 

the o^rvaeion of elections *4M3 

9658 Nov. XX Capital Transit Company, Washington, D.C.; possession, con- 
nol, and operation of the transportation system, plants, and 
facilities *43S* 

S1639 Nov. XX Indian lands; extension of crust periods expiring during calendar 

ye*** *946 *4353 

9660 N0V.X9 Japan; charges of war crimes against major leaders and their 
principal agents and accessories, conferring certain authority 
upon the chief of counsel in preparation and prosecution of . *459* 

9861 N0V.X9 Great Lakes Towing Company, Cleveland, Ohio; possession, 
oonnol, and operation of the transportation system, plants, snd 
facilities *459* 

9£6x Nov. X9 Civil service exaroinstons, certain; restriction of competition 

to veterans. *4*^53 

9663 Nov. 30 Emergency board; creation to investigate a dispute between the 

Texas & New Orleans Railway Company and Hospital Associ- 
ation of the Southern Pacific Lines in Texas and Louisiana, and 
certain of its employees *4883 

9664 Dee. 18 Fair Employment Practice Oimmitcee; continuing the work of. . . *5301 

9663 Dec. X7 Smaller War Plants Corporation; transfer of functions to the 

Reoanstruetton Finance Corporation and the Department of 

Commerce 1538'S* 

X 1 KR. 3 
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PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS OTHER THAN 
PROCLAMATIONS AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS 

/• f R. 

X>au 

Apr. 13 Order: Closing of Executive Departments and Agencies Satnrday alternoon, 

Apr. 14 , . . , 4*11 1 

Apr. X3 Order: Display of flags ac baif*staflf on all public buildings uttttl (U««r ttf 

Monday, May 14 . - 4m » 

Aug. 15 Directive: Censorship, OiTice of; cessation of icrrain at fivifics .... ittSt 

Sept. XI Letter: World War !l, designation of; approval of reconinMndaiton of War 

and Navy Departments ... i iggi 

Sept. X9 Regulation: Regulations under Federal Eroplovees Fay Act of addi* 
sional wiehin-grade salary advancements as rewards for superior atrom* 

pHshment, granting of , . , , . 

Dec. 14 Appointment: Factfinding boaid in General Motors dispute . . 13*05 
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Appendix C — Presidential Reports to 
the Congress, 1945 


JjJ/Mcr 

PnklitM 

Stiu t» iit 
Cmegrtif 

Dm*«/ 

Wiitt 

Ht»st 

rthss* 

Report covering the Juvenile Conn for the DiacHet 
of ColwRihui for hKAl jreer >94)~t94<| . . . . • 

H. Doc. 173 

May 10 

May to 

Report of the War ProdocikM Boanl covertag 
opcfattona under the Property Requ»itiontii| 
Act, for the period Octoto 16, 1944, through 
April 1). 194) 

H. Doc. 178 

May 15 

May 13 

Report of the Alien Property GMCodiaii under the 
Trading With the Enemy Act, for the period 
June y>, 194}. wjune 10, 1944 

11. Doc. 184 

May at 

May at 

Nineteenth Annual Report on Lend*Leaae Opera* 
tiom for the period ended March 31, 194) « , . 

H. Doc. 189 

May u. (H) 

» « « « 

United Smica Pertkipirioo in Opera tfooa of 
UNRRA: 

Third Annual Report «... 

H. Doc. 131 

May 14$) 

June 30 

« « 0 • 

am#* 

Fourth AnouaJ Report 

H. Doc. 309 

Oct. 11 

m • * 0 

Report of the Amcrlcaa Red Croaa and the War 
Refugee Ihiard reflecting war relief opeeadona 
fbr the period July 1940 dafongh April 30. 1943 . 

H. Doe. ifla. 

July *7 

July 17 

Third Aonnal Report of the Natkmal Patent 

H. Doc. 183 

Si^. 6 

Se{Mt, 6 

Niottyndilrd, Nhaety^oonh, and Nioefy*fihh 
AnneaU Refx»« Itar tlw Botud of DhtMcmol dw 
Panaoui Railroad Company far d» flacal yawl 

eaadadjimeyo, 194a* 1941* 


Oct. 9 

Oct. 9 

laport of the War Pwdnciion Board ooverinf 
operndooa flar iha period flmo April ifl, 1943, 
thfoi^ Ocaoher 13, 1943 • • 

H. Doc. 373 

Nov. 8 

Nov. 8 

Aaonat Report of dat Cm—ilaiWi on the Iwcdao 
of MmoBrinli of the ImomhMMat of Bodiei hi the 
AfUngwn Miiwwial Aaaphitfaenmr 

H. Doc. 37< 

Nov.tt^ 
Nov, *3 05) 

Nov.za 

a t « * 
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Appendix D — Rules Governing This 

Publication 

[Reprinted from the Federal Register* vol. 24* p. 4 414» d^tril M4r<h a6» ipm) 


TITLE I--GENERAL PROVISIONS 
Chapter I— -Administrative Committee of the Federal Register 


PART 3»— PUBLIC PAPERS OP THE PRESI- 
DENTS OF THE UNITED STATES 

PUBLlCATtON AND FORMAT 

Sec. 

32.1 Publication required. 

32.3 Coverage of prior years. 

32.3 Format* indexes* ancitlaries, 

SCODt 

33.10 Basic criteria. 

33.11 Sources. 

FRSB DurnuBtrnoN 

33.15 Members of Congress. 

33.16 The Supreme Court 

32.17 Executive agencies. 

PAID stmuBtmcDi 

32.20 Agency requiudons. 

32.21 Extra copies. 

32.2a Sale to public. 

Authokitt: iS 32.1 to 32.22 issued uoder 
sec. 6, 49 Stat 501, at amended; 44 U.S.C. 
306. 

PUBUCATION AND FORMAT 

S33.1 PuiUee^on uqmrei. There shall 
be published forthwith at the end of each c«lea> 
dar year, banning with the year 1957, a ipe* 
dsl ^idon of the Pedebju. Rboistbx dedgntted 
‘Tublie Papers of the Prendents of dte United 
States.*' E^ vdlume shall cover one calendar 
year usd shall be identified further hy the 
name of the Preddent and the year covered. 

S 32.2 Coverage 0/ prior years, idtxse oon- 
ferrii^ with the Nadonal Historical Publka* 
dons Commission with leqtect to the need 
therdfor, the Administcsdve Committee may 
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from dme to dme authorixe the publication of 
aimiltr volumes covering spectfied calendar 
yesurt prior to 1957. 

i 33.3 PoriNar. iaiexei, amtHirntt, Each 
annual volume, dividetl into hooks whenever 
appropriate* dull be separately published in 
the binding and style deemed by the Admia- 
iatradve Committee to he luiubte to the dignity 
of the office of President of the United States. 
Bach volume shaU be appropriately indexed 
and shall coniatn appropriate anei^y infor- 
mation respecting significant PrcdiJenttid docu- 
ments not publuhed in full icxi. 

Scoaa 

1 32.10 Bait eriiefia. The bask text df 
the '^umes shall condst of oral utierancrt by 
the President or of writings subtcrihed by him. 
All materids seketed for inclusioo under iheae 
criteria nsuic also be in the public domain by 
virtue of Whhe House press release or ocher- 
wiie. 

1 33.11 Somrtes. (a) The bask text of the 
vohi^ shall be sekci^ from the fAdal text 
of: (1) Communkatiom to the Congress* fa) 
puMk addresses, (3) tfanscripia of press ooo- 
ferences, <4) pufalk letters. (4) mcasagn to 
heads of sutc, (6) staiemesttt released on ink- 
edilaiieotts suldecit* and (7} formal executive 
documemt pramulgxied in accordance with 
law. 

<b) Anettiary text, notes, and tables shall be 
derived from official MUfcea oedy. 

Fxu DtsTMatrnoM 

i 32.15 Memhm of Corngrtit. Each Mem- 
ber ^ Congress diall be cwtticd lo oM cxy y 
of each annual volume upon applkation ihem- 
£or in wrhing to the Director. 
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INDEX 

I Mjjh rrfririu'r» jrr t*» item* except »•> ntherwUc indicuted | 


A 4 wmti. Sre Atomic liomb 
Abtiul Huh, legion of Meriti citation, 
47 

AccUitnt*. traffic, ba, aoH f to], 324 
ActiCMin, recall. 150 
New* conferenre remarkf on, 106 
{ II j, aoK ( 12 j 

A(f«irr«»e«, rrmarkt, etc,, on commemo- 
rative or tlniicatory occasions 
Rotille l>ay, 81 

Chinew Re{mblic, anniversary, 

CzechtHlovak Rejnihlic, anniversary 
of itnicfKmIence, 17 j 
Franll^hn fi, Hwttrvelt, aircraft car- 
rier, rofnmisiiontng, 177 
Kentucky flam, tlcification, 165 
AiiilresvE** or remarks at presentation 
ceremonies 

Congressionat Nfctial of Honor pres- 
entations. See Medals, presen 
latum 

i lonorary degree from University of 
Kansas City, 68 

White House correspondents gift of 
money to Warm Springs Foun- 
dation. acceptance, aoK { t ] 
Admiralty Islands, 45 
Advisory CTommission to the Council 
of National Defense, 55 
Afloresution, 165 

Africa, invasion of North Africa, 
45 . * 7 ** 

Agricultural products, price supports, 

4a 

Agriculfurat research. ta8 
Agricutiunil workers, deferment, veto. 

n 

Agriculture, 38, 128 
Philippines, agrarian reform, 176 


Agriculture, Department of, 128, 135 
Hill, CSrover B., 52 [7] 

Agriculture. Secretary of (Clinton P. 

Anderson), 193 [9] 

Agriculture, Secretary of (Claude R. 
Wickard), resignation, 40 [i], 44 

Ijctter, 38 

Ahern, James T., 163 
Air Force, Depanment of the, 218 n. 
Air forces, U.S. 49, 178 
I>epartment for, proposed, 2x8 
Air power, U.S., 4'$, 178, ai8 
Air Transport Command, 45 
Air travel priorities, termination, X29 

Aircraft, military 
Bomlicrs. 45 

C -54, gift to Ceneral de Gaulle, 247 

u\ 

Transport planes, 45 
Airport construction, 128 
Alabama, Repr. Carter Manasco, 175 

(iS), ao8 {14], 221 {3}, 323 

Alaska 

Gruening, Gov. Ernest, 64 [3] 
Highway. 64 l 3 l.* 75 l*al 
Road Commission, 64 [3] 

Statehood, 147 [23] 

Albania, relief for, x86 
Aleutian Islands, battle, 45 
Alexander, Field Marshal, message, 2X 
Alien property, Philippines, 176 
Alien Property Custc^ian (James £. 

Markham), letter, 176 
Aliens, migrating to U.S. from Europe, 
334 

Allen, George E., x 16 n. 

Appointment as Personal Represent* 
ative on liquidation of war agen* 
cies, letter, 1x7 



Index 

[Main references arc to itenns except as i«licrwi%c iiuhcatn!} 


Allied leaders 

Joint report on Potsdam conference, 
91 

Joint statement against mistreatment 
of prisoners held in Germany, 9 
Aluminum plants, Government-owned, 

172 [7] 

Amalgamated Association of Street, 
Electric, Railway and Motor Coach 
Employees, Div. 689, strike, 195 
American Legion, 163, 202 [2] 
American Production Mission in China, 
termination, statement, 151 
American Red Cross, report on foreign 
relief activities, 85 
American Republics, 120 
Amphibious operations, 45, 178 
Anderson, Repr. Clinton P. 
Appointment as Secretary of Agricul- 
ture, 40 [i] 

See also Agriculture, Secretary of 
(Clinton P* Anderson) 

Angaur island, U.S. capture of, t6i 
Angio-American-Canadian declaration 
on atomic energy, X93 {y, 8, loj 
Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry 
(Palestine commission), 187 
Members, question of, 193 [6], 202 
[4. 83, 208 [43 
Statement, 210 

Anglo-American financial and trade 
conference, 202 [lo] 
Anglo-American petroleum agreement, 
214 

News conference remarks, 76 [9], 
107 [3] 

Aimapolis, centennial, 132 [9] 
Antisubmarine warfare, 45 
Antitrust laws, 1 1 
Appointments, letters, etc. 

Allen, George E., Personal Represent- 
ative on liquidation of war agen- 
cies, 117 

6xS 


Appointmem v--'- 1 luniiiuicd 
Jackson, Rolxirt H., U.S. tihUf of 
Counsel, war cranes trials, aa [5 j 
Kramer, Gen. I Ians, U.S. Represent- 
ative in Colorado Kansas nego- 
tiations for division t4 waters of 
Arkansas River, 104 
Lubin, IsaUor, Reparations Caantnis- 
sion, 1:4 

Pauley, Edwin W., Personal Repre- 
sentative on Reparations Com- 
mission, I ) 

Price, Byron, Personal Representative 
to stutly relations Iviwecn l-.S. 
occupation forces aiui (fcrman 
people, 1 19 

Stettimus, Edward R., |r., U.S. Rep- 
resentative on the Preparatory 
Commission of the United 
Nations, 96 

Wyatt, Wilson, Housing Expediter, 
212 

Appropriations 

Certain, for fiscal year 1946, aafi 
Civilian war agencies, 134 
Defense aid program, 50 
Navy, 134 

War r>epartmem, 146 
Approval of acts of Congress, state- 
ments. See !.egisiation, statements 
upon approval 
Aquitania, 45 
Arab States, 106 { iH] 

Arabia. See Saudi Arabia 
Arabs, 187, aio 
Argentina, 157 [8| 

Ibarra Garcia, Oscar (Ambassador to 
U.S.), 23 I13I 
Arkansas, 147 [9], 163 
Fulbright, Sen. J. William, 69, 30a 
l*4l 

Lancy, Gov. Ben, 147 [9 J 



Index 


! Mjmi trlrrriKn *t<e i.* iirm* cxcrjn »% othrrwtie imiicatctl] 


Ark;ttu 4 » Hi^rr 

C%il»r 4 ct» nrgotiaUcms for 

tiivUion of wairri, 104 
Devrlopmrni. uH 

Armnl U.S.. 54, 44 ftn. (p, 77), 

4S. *)?. ««t. 114. 133 , 135, 

i« 54 * 3*7 

Ailiirc^krt. 4. 

Ctingrti>»io«al Ntciial of Honor pre»- 
rttiaiiofit, ifi«, 167 
Draih« from licknvut, 45 
Drmntnii/aiintt. 107 ( 17|, 138, 178, 
3ot 11., 303 { )}. 318 
Siairment, »|H 
KnUtimrnii, 138 
In C'hirta. 3i6 

In Ckrmany, 10) [11]. aoi, ao3 f$| 
lumiton wiih Sovirt forces, la 
In Ia|un. M7 |»i. tal, 148 
News conference remarks, 44 fa], 53 
111. to7 1 17 1. tl7 (9, lal, 191 
III). 3«3 1 1. 0, 16), ao8 1 16|, 
33f («s1 

PeromncI )«t 4 iiries. 318 

Redeploy mem fo Pacific theater, 45. 

sa 54 

Reserves, 174 
Supplies (or. 45, 49 
Uniftcaiion. aoa ft6), 308 (i6j, aai 

Isl 

Message 10 Congress, ai8 
Srt dm MUtiary personndl 
Army. 14. 4*. 45, 57. «a8, 159. 143, 17B. 

193. 314, at8 

Air forces, 4s 
Atomic bomb pn^ram, 91 
DeaiKs from skJtocai, 45 
Drmobitixaiiofi, 45. iot.i37l9l. *38. 
146 n. 

Manpower requirements, letter, 114 
News conference remarks, aa I17I, 
44 111. l»9l. **6» *** (5* 

la, 14. 17). *99 l*o). 137 l9l 


Army — ('onttnuei! 

Operation of Montgomery Ward, aa 

I17I 

Personnel policies, at 8 
Postwar organization, 174 
Procurement program, ia6 
Reduction in forces, 45, 101 
Report on Pearl Harl^r attack, 116, 
ti8 Is, 13 , 14, 17], *39 [to] 
Retired enlistees, cmlit for foreign 
service, veto, 305 
Service forces, 45 
Army, Dcftartment of the, ai8 n, 
Army.Navy football game, ao3 (t6| 
Army Personnel Centers, 45 
Army Separation Centers, 45 
Army Transportation 0>rps, 45 
Arnall, Ellis, 139 [13] 

Arnold, Gen. Henry H,, a, 45, 193 [3] 
Arnold, Laurence, letter, aaS 
Arnold, Thurman, 13a [ 1 ] 

Association of American Railroads, aax 
j9l 

Atkins, T. A., Congressional Medal of 
Honor presentation, 167 n. 

Atlantic Chatter, 177 
Atlantic naval campaign, 45 
Atomic b<»nh, 123, 155, 191 
Control, 97. 158. 178, 164 {43, 175 

l*4l 

Development, 93, 97, 164 [9], 379, 
*93 *ol 

Information, secrecy, 164 [x, 4, 9], 

*75 [*4l. *93 [*o]f [8J 

Manhattan pro)«t, xo6 [a] 

News eonferenoe remarks, 106 [a], 
*47 l7» 2*1* *57 f4* *7» *81* *^4 
[I, 4. 9l. 17a [lal, 175 [14], 
193 (8, 10}, ao8 f8I 
Use in war against Japan, 156, 
163. 174, 178 
Statement, 93 

6x9 
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[Main references are ti» items cMej'^ i*' ulherwi'e mkluate*! | 


Atomic energy, 128 
^‘Big Three” conference, question of, 
181 [3], 208 [2] 

Commission for control of, proposed, 
93 » 156, 157 Ul m 
Development, 156, 163, 181 I3I 
May-Johnson bill, 172 {15] 
International cooperation, 156, 178, 
191. 193(7»8I 

Joint declaration with Prime Minis- 
ters of U.K. and Canada, 191 
Message to Congress, 156 
News conference remarks, 106 [a], 
157 [ 4 l» 173 [i 5 ]» [3I, 193 

17 , 8, io1,2o 8 fa] 

Peaceful uses, 106 [2], 157 f4|, 165, 

[31, 191. 193 fjo] 

Quebec agreements, 181 [3] 
Research, 93, 156, 193 [10] 

Atomic energy hill, May-Johnson, 172 

Us] 

Attlee, Clement R. (Prime Minister of 
Great Britain), 97, 107 ftn. (p. 
234), 187 

Joint declaration on atomic energy, 
* 9 * 

Joint report on Potsdam conference, 
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